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BOOK XV 


HK(*()N1) SILKSIAN WAH* IMPOU'r ANT KIMSt)!)!*; 
IN THK CKNKUAL Kl^lorKAN ONK. 

lAtn At M MU ;:Arii \u. I7ift 


{^WAWKli I 

J*UKIJMINAUV : UDW TIIK MtIMKN r aUHIVKI) 

LvriM*. luMMg t)tur mH'u tij Iw' im'UtnhU*, it irtlnthN 

»hui iHtl ItJ wtiii fur it, hut tu it. 'Thuuk^ iu Kri«‘ihith 
►Villu’hn iiml lunnrlf, Ihrtv utt Arniy, iu»r rwr rtitv, in 
lUrh runlinnnl |)n*|mirtti«iu. Afilituis |wuj*lr any, ’Sunu’' 
‘tjuntrir^ tnkr aix nu>utlr», atutic twuUr, Ui in nu»tu»n tui 
viir : hut \i\ w<H‘ka Puiafutv tuti lu' thr innuhr^, 

uhI ttpuu ihi* thvtuii ttf itn tMirmv.' Whit'h nn iinnn-n^'^ 

ulvfuileigr tt» littir IVita-iin nun»n|,j; il'^ hig nngtilunua. * >uinr 
'uunlrit'H luur n lungrr nupnl thnti Ihiia-tin ; hul nnnr rnn 
inHlirnilu* it fnH)n ’ : huju-, ttui, it U intHlrittirly ahnrp, 

ivluMi wirldnl hy n tlrfl hnntt. 

'rhr I'ViMU’h, w*n ini iiuntt-tl, mv in gimt vigour, thh 
; llujitHighlv |jrt>vukt‘tl ; aiul f''i[un irtliy fiintr Fin-ttruh 
^i’nl hia Uuthrntau'g numug tlnuu, liuw- Umi «!ning tlnui vrry 
itmnMtt. ’Ilirir nmiu rlhtit ia in llir Nrttirihuula, at jarx-nt , 
« fUiti iiulml, hap]H*ntsl, tiuihmn”i all thiuugh tln^ VVnr 
.0 hr. 'riiry hy iu> tiirntri intcuiil, ur rw*r dni, ti» luglttl 
IVuhrlilnntl ; \rl it turn^ tuU, Ihry ha^r jiH'IU iiun h dtuir 
A*ilh tlu’ir lighting thru*. Ami tuAl \ f m\ ilinmi m hil 
[jy tUTitlrnln ii{ variuUa kiluh, !hi*\ iput it nUiJgvtlnu , nmt 


turning tneir wnoie strengcn upon tne rs'etnerianas ana 
Italy, chiefly on the Netherlands, leave Friedrich, much to his 
astonishment, with the German War hanging wholly round 
Ms neck, and take no charge of it farther ! In which, to 
Friedrich'^s Biographers, there is this inestimable benefit, if far 
the reverse to Friedrich‘’s self : That we shall soon have done 
with the French, then ; with them and with so much else ; 
and may, in time coming, for most part, leave their huge 
Sorcerer’s Sabbath of a European War to dance itself out, 
well in the distance, not encumbering us farther, like a cir- 
cumambient Bedlam, as it has hitherto done. Courage, 
reader ! Let us give, in a glance or two, some notion of 
the course things took, and what moment it was when 
Friedrich struck -in ; — whom alone, or almost alone, we 
hope to follow thenceforth ; ^ Dismal Swamp ’ (so gracious 
was Heaven to us) lying now mostly to rearward, little as 
we hoped it I 

It was mere accident, a sei'ies of bad accidents, that led 
King Louis and his Ministers into gradually forsaking Fried- 
rich. They were the farthest in the world from intending 
such a thing. Contrariwise, what brain -beating, diplomatic 
spider- weaving, practical contriving, now and afterwards, for 
that object; especially now! Rothenburg, Noailles, Belleisle, 
Cardinal Tencin, have been busy ; not less the mistress 
Chateauroux, who admires Friedrich, being indeed a high- 
minded unfortunate-female, as they say ; and has thrown out 
Amelot, not for stammering alone. They are able, almost 
high people, this new Chateauroux Ministry, compared with 
some ; and already show results. 

Nay, what is most important of all, France has (uncon- 
sciously, or by mere help of Noailles and luck) got a real 
General to her Armies : Comte de Saxe, now Marechal de 
Saxe; who will shine very splendent in these Netherland 
operations, — counter-shone by mere Wades, D'Ahrembergs, 
Cumberlands, — in this and the Four following Years. Noailles 
had always recognised Comte de Saxe ; had long striven foi 



him, in Official quarters ; and here gets the light of him 
unveiled at last, and set on a high place : loyal Noailles. 

This was the Year, this 1744, when Louis xv., urged by 
his Chateauroux, the high-souled unfortunate-female, appeared 
in person at the head of his troops : ‘ Go, Sire, go, man Chou 
(and I will accompany) ; show yourself where a King should 
be, at the head of your troops ; be a second Louis-le-Grand 1 ’ 
Which he did, his Chateauroux and he ; actually went to the 
Netherlands, with baggage-train immeasurable, including not 
cooks only, but play-actors with their thunder-barrels (off 
from Paris, May 3d), to the admiration of the Universe.^ 
Took the command, nominal-command, first days of June ; 
and captured in no-time Menin, Ipres, Fumes, and the Fort 
of Knock, and as much of the Austrian Netherlands as he 
liked, — that is to say, saw Noailles and Saxe do it ; — walking 
rapidly forward from Siege to Siege, with a most thundering 
artillery ; old Marshal Wade and consorts dismally eating 
their victuals, and looking-on from the distance, unable to 
attempt the least stroke in opposition. So that the Dutch 
Barrier, if anybody now cared for it, did go all flat ; and 
the Balance of Power gets kicked out of its sacred pivot . to 
such purpose have the Dutch been hoisted ! Terrible to think 
of ; — had not there, from the opposite quarter, risen a surpris- 
ing counterpoise ; had not there been a Prince Karl, with his 
70,000, pressing victoriously over the Rhine; which stayed 
the French in these sacrilegious procedures. 


Prince Karl gets across the Rhine (20th June — 2d July 1744) 

Prince Karl, some weeks ago, at Heilbronn, joined his 
Rhine Army, which had gathered thither from the Austrian 
side, through Baiern, and from the Hither -Austrian or 
Swabian Winter-quarters ; with full intent to be across the 
Rhine, and home upon Elsass and the Compensation Countries, 
this Summer, under what difficulties soever. Karl, or as some 
^ Adelung, iv. 113 ; Barbier, ii. 391 , 394 ; Dulaure, Hist, dt Paris; etc. 
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couuuaniK ilu i\uik<* a gloriuu‘'t rutn[i.ti|^u o( it^ this \ 
mul lirt tlu‘ (huso of l.ihiofy, at om* tioos to I ho 
))iU’h it OYor mu'hoil. Hrvo, \\\ luiof tmijos in Princt 
OlHTutioM on llu* Hhiur, uuioh utlmivr-tl hy nulitarv ino 

^ SlocksUult, Jtin*' ‘Jor/», lliuly mhl milntt 

Mnuuhciju, iUo Uliiiu', l*ol\u'o ttoiun;.: w«‘wtv<f<ird nt \ui 

olhor of \i*i innii)* I^^IuioIh {tif «hii*h nro liuu»ir»MU ninro lit 

Srhairiutiist’it) . ooo ttlluM’, hihI I lltiitk llio t»l llttoti oil j 

two inili'H 1 >) livo ; whirli tht' (‘nil huhK**p^ lit'u 

tho hIiujjo it Itn^i H nnrfitv^ rlUp -n : Utwn tltrrn 

one Hplll (llio vu‘*»lt'nO K‘'*nK »a)irr lM*ttiltnK' hu 

roioul : HO llott tho AoiJ hf.td nr f ltai^hf tool «»f tho l^ihonl lio« 
i’Vftm'o, nntl tho ronntl otoh nr i>jtt U> f>j*v‘Ak) lu’it»nnt 

nnii tho >^nm|y Utlhi ni iho H«'t^.‘ Mroitjo thoro 
SloclcHtnilt) chief little "Iomu ionkot^! mor into tht^ ( ttwlientl Kl 
oiulcr lint c/iin ; onder^aunil t»nlv latthor that tho tu*?jittin hminv 
more tlian Ivrtt Ihlithi nf tht^ Uiw^r; lliul mt the l«Uunl lUrlf th- 
town, or pont nf ilefelu e ; wml ihul MnrK -t nIt U th«’ phit n for 
over, (’oifciiy oinl lln^ hhtnnh, wmimo wie tli 

liorCAhoiitH, witli with h.tttefie^ rtinhoia, the hrul ih 

Heckeinlorh with !.!thOon mine (^MmjHntAl*' dhl liA\avi;»n Ttu 
vlvitietl, reunuteil hy Kiem’h i^ayh hi» ^rj^suoun ut IMul 

HMoly It) lielj) when needetl ; ‘ *nil unmUniff imw^ at Wrtnhiln 
tliHt (iiHinril ntiuiuer : new feathefrd imw iul>» Mvajser'it Army ‘ ; 
in hiw IMiilipHlnir^ to i^oanl llie Ilurr there. ' ( ‘i»igny'« Kren 
rmiijmrtH, clitrlo'n, not *|oile unlunm.hi d, tin ihe;t imii ah«ne, 
tliin ('owheiut iMlftinl tif the) t ii» ; iMkihin^' n\e 

hiinl'heinl, innnely .* Imt they luae nnihmvc » Mnaiilrnahle there; 
Iho Inhiml ii*ndf, imlhiiift: whnte^m, U mm ,'^lni hotadl were a 
Hniilclied hy n»i," lhinh » Kitrl ; '*if a lew ]HnitnnnH wei« 
MW'unx in f" 

‘ June ILlOlli, (Niiftnyhi penple all ithnnltOj.; 7^0 ; '\fi, Inr tlie 

enou^^h to ho rchdirated ( aplure ol Mmsjo and the Unli l» Ji 
foi'tniglrl u^o, thin niannj.{ed tn he dime. Ihe a^tne (ieneral 
khui, ttctive Ilriji'adier limin under hnoi jutahea fa|mily aen 
Ivuhkopf; rapidly thrim« n]i enUrnt hment =. rampmt j, iimtintii 
di^>i luniHelf in, greatly in ("oj|.,oiy*» tt«i<int»l»iiieni , whu«e jieMp 
uIuuAh, und in all Unur litiea and are husy «;huLiltnj.f 7' ' 

for thoHo innnorUd Ihit< h vii loriea, al the mutnent, and inner dt 

• See Mapt l'wM hint U.v,-:, 4^ ra ! i f kV. 


CHAP. I.] PRELIMINARY 5 

July. Aug. X744] 

of such a thing. Fresh force flood s-in. Prince Karl himself arrives next 
dayj in suppoit of Barenklau ; Coigny (head-quarters at Speyer^ forty 
miles south) need not attempt dislodging him ; but must stand upon his 
guards and prepare for worse. Which he does with diligence ; shifting 
northward into those Stockstadt-Mainz parts ; calling Seckendorf across 
the River^ and otherwise doing his best, — for about ten days more, when 
worse, and almost worse, did verily befall him. 

^No attempt was made on Barenklau; nor, beyond the alarming of 
the Coigny-Seckendorf people, did anything occur in Cowhead Island, — 
unless it were the finis of an ugly bully and ruffian, who has more than 
once afflicted us; which may be worth one word. Colonel Mentzel’ 
(copperfaced Colonel, originally Playactor, ^Spy in Persia,’ and I know 
not what) ^had been at the seizure of Kuhkopf; a prominent man. 
Whom, on the fifth day after June 26th'’), Prince Karl overwhelmed 
with joy, by handing him a Patent of Generalcy ; Just received from 
Court, my Friend, on account of your merits old and late.” — ^^Aha,” 
said Barenklau, congratulating warmly: *'^Dine with me, then, Herr 
General Meutzel, this very day. The Prince himself is to be there. 
Highness of Hessen-Darmstadt, and who not; all are impatient to drink 
your health!” Mentzel had a glorious dinner; still more glorious 
drink, — Prince Karl and the others, it is said, egging him into much 
wild bluster and gasconade, to season their much wine. Eminent swill 
of drinking, with the loud coarse talk supposable, on the part of Mentzel 
and consorts did go on, in this manner, all afternoon : in the evening, 
drunk Mentzel came out for air ; went strutting and staggering about ; 
emerging finally on the platform of some rampart, face of liim huge and 
red as that of the foggiest rising Moon ; — and stood, looking over into 
the Lorraine Country ; belching-out a storm of oaths, as to his taking it, 
as to his doing this and that ; and was even flourishing his sword by way 
of accompaniment ; when, lo, whistling slightly through the summer 
air, a rifle-ball from some sentry on the French side (writers say it was a 
French drummer, grown impatient, and snatching a sentry's piece) took 
the brain of him, or the belly of him ; and he rushed-down at once, a 
totally collapsed monster, and mere heap of dead ruin, never to trouble 
mankind more.' ^ For which my readers and I are rather thankful. 
Voltaire, and perhaps other memorable persons, sometimes mention this 
brute (miraculous to the Plehs and Gazetteers) ; otherwise eternal oblivion 
were the best we could do with him. Trenck alsoi readers will be glad 
to understand, ends in jail and bedlam by and by. 

* Prince Karl had not the least intention of crossing by this Cowhead 
Island. Nevertheless he set about two other Bridges in the neighbour- 


^ Guerra dt Bohkmt^ ili. 165. 



6 


SECOND SILESIAN WAE [BOOK XV. 

[July. Auer. 1744 

hood, nearer Mainz (few miles below that City) ; kept manoeuvring nis 
ForcCj in huge half-moon^ round that quarter, and mysteriously up and 
down ; alarming Coigny wholly into the Mainz region. For the space 
of ten days ; and then, stealing-off to Schrdck, a little Rhine Village 
above Philipsburg^ many miles away from Coigny and his vigil- 
ances, he 

* Night of 20 th June — \st Julg^ Suddenly shot Pandour Trenck, followed 
byNadasti and 0,000, across at Schrdck; who scattered SeckendorFs poor 
outposts thereabouts to the winds ; built a bridge before morning, and 
next day another.*' Next day Prince Karl in person appeared ; and on 
the 3d of July, had his whole Army with its luggages across; and had 
seized the Lines of Lauterburg and Weissenburg (celebrated northern 
defence of Elsass), — much to Coigny 's amazement; and remained inex- 
pugnable there, with Elsass open to him, and to Coigny shut for the 
present Coigny made bitter wail, accusation, blame of Seckendorf, 
blame of men and of things ; even tried some fighting, Seckendorf too 
doing feats to recover those Lines of Weissenburg : but could not do it. 
And, in fact, blazing to and fro in that excited rather than luminous 
condition, could not do anything ; except retire into tlie strong 
posts of the background ; and send express on express, swifter than 
the wind if you can, to a victorious King overturning the Dutch 
Barrier: ^^Help, your Majesty, or we ai'e lost; and France is — ^what 
shall T say 1” * 

‘ Admirable feat of Strategy ! What a General, this 
Prince Karl ! " exclaimed mankind, — Cause- of- Liberty man- 
kind with special enthusiasm ; and took to writing Lives of 
Prince Karl,^ as well as tar-burning and te-deum-mg on an 
extensive scale. For it had sent the Cause of Liberty bound- 
ing up again to the top of things, this of crossing the Rhine, 
in such fashion. And, in eflFect, the Cause of Liberty, and 
Prince Karl himself, had risen hereby to their acme or cul- 
minating point in World-History ; not to continue long at 
such height, little as they dreamt of that, among their tar- 
burnings. The feat itself^ — contrived by Nadasti, people say, 
and executed (what was the real difficulty) by Traun, — brought 

^ Adelung, iv. 139-141. 

* For instance, The Lift of his Highness Prince Charles of eic.y with tie* etc, 
(London 1746); one of the most distracted Blotches ever published under the 
name of Book j — awakening thoughts of a public dimness very considerable 
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Prince Karl very great renown, this Year ; and is praised 
by Friedrich himself, now and afterwards, as masterly, as 
Julius Cacsar'^s method, and the proper way of crossing rivers 
(when executable) in face of an enemy. And indeed Prince 
Karl, owing to Traun or not, is highly respectable in the way 
of Generalship at present ; and did in these Five Months, 
from June onward, really considerable things. At his® very 
acme of Life, as well as of Generalship ; which alas, soon 
changed, poor man ; never to culminate again. He had got, 
at the beginning of the Year, the high Maria Theresa^’s one 
Sister, Archduchess Maria Anna, to Wife ; ^ the crown of long 
mutual attachment ; she safe now at Brussels, diligent Co- 
Regent, and in a promising family- way ; he here walking-on 
victorious : — need any man be happier ? No man can be 
supremely happy long; and this Generaks strategic felicity 
and his domestic were fatally cut-down almost together. The 
Cause of Liberty, too, now at the top of its orbit, was — But 
let us stick by our Excerpting : 

^ Dunkirk f l^th July 1744' (Princess Ulriciue’s W’edding, just two days 
ago). ^ King Louis, on hearing of the Job's-news from Eisass, instantly 
suspended his Conquests in Flanders ; detached Noailles, detached this 
one and that, double-quick. Division after Division (leaving Saxe, with 
46,000, to his own resources, and the fatuities of Marshal Wade) ; and, 
19th July, himself hastens off from Dunkirk (leaving much of the 
luggage, hut not the Chdteauroux behind him), to save his Country, 
poor soul. But could not, in the least, save it ; the reverse rather. 
August 4th, he got to Metz, Belleislo’s strong Town, about 100 miles 
from the actual scene; his detached reinforcements, say 60,000 men or 
so, hanging out ahead like flame-clouds, hut uncertain how to act ; — 
Noailles being always cunctatious in time of crisis, and poor Louis 
himself nothing of a Cloud-Compeller ; — and then, 

* MetXy August 8^/i, The Most Christian King fell ill ; dangerously, 
dreadfully, just like to die. Which entirely paralysed Noailles and 
Company, or reduced them to mere hysterics, and excitement of the 
unluminous kind. And filled France in general, Paris in particular, 


^ Age then twenty-five gone : *born 14th September 1718 ; married to Prince 
Karl 7th January 1744 ; died, of childbirth, i6th December same year ’ (Hormayr, 
CEsterreichischer Plutarch^ iv. erstes BHndchen, 54). 
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with terror^ lamentation, prayers of forty-hours ; and such a paroxysm 
of hero-worship as was never seen for such an object before/ ^ 

For the Cause of Liberty here, we consider, was the cul- 
minating moment ; Elsass, Lorraine and the Three Bishoprics 
lying in their quasi-moribund condition ; Austrian claims of 
Compensation ceasing to be visions of the heated brain, and 
gaining some footing on the Earth as facts. Prince Karl is 
here actually in Elsass, master of the strong passes ; elate in 
heart, he and his ; France, again, as if fallen paralytic, into 
temporary distraction ; offering for resistance nothing hitherto 
but that universal wailing of mankind, Hero-worship of a 
thrice-Jainentable nature, and the Prayers of Forty-Hours ! 
Most Christian Majesty, now in extremiSy centre of the basest 
liubbub that ever was, is 'dismissing Chateauroux. Noailles, 
Coigny and Company hang well back upon the Hill regions, 
and strong posts which are not yet menaced ; or fly vaguely, 
more or less distractedly, hither and thither ; not in the least 
like fighting Karl, much less like beating him, Karl has 
Germany free at his back (nay, it is a German population 
round him here) ; neither haversack nor cartridge-box like to 
fail : before him are only a Noailles and consorts, flying 
vaguely about ; — and there is in Karl, or under the same cloak 
with him at present, a talent of manoeuvring men, wliich even 
Friedrich finds masterly. If old Marshal Wade, at the other 
end of the line, should chance to awaken and press home on 
Saxe, and his remnant of French, with right vigour ? In fact, 
there was not, that I can see, for centuries past, not even at 
the Siege of Lille in Marlborough\s time, a more imminent 
peril for France. 


Fi^iechnch decides to intervene 

King Frieilrich, on hearing of these Rhenish emergencies 
and of King Louis’s heroic advance to the rescue, perceived 
that for himself too the moment was come ; and hastened to 
^ Espagnac, ii, 12 j Adelung, iv. 180 ; Pastes de Louis XV*y ii. 423 ; etc* etc. 


inTtinn limiir Tlint tluaigh the" U^vim of thoir Hai^niu 

Wi*rr nut ui aimpU’UnU Swnlrn, Uib'^iu ntal t>tluT iJuiutii 
lH‘ing still in w* janutrut wndiliun* lu*, Fritnlrich, vvitl\ nn t'Vt* 
tu uf th^ir Joint AdvruliW, nml In ilu* inilisproHubilily 

of joint action, cnrrgVi anti the tup of oiic'h hihuhI now or 
never, -wuukl, by the iniiltlla of thin itAinr August, Ik*. <in 
thr ficitl with 100,000 mnu * An invioiitju of lltJuMuirt, will 
not Umt ftBtnni^h IViiht Karl; and bring him it> his Hhine- 
Hritlgt*^ ngaiti f Over which, if your Mt»sl (Ju i‘»tiun .Mujesty 
l«' active, he will not get, cM'cpl in n Indf tn* whollv mined 
atalc. iMilltJw him close ; *tend the re it of your h)i‘cc to 
lluvnten Hnnt*\er ; sit well tut the skirls of Priiu-t* Kiirl. 
Him as lie hturies humewnid, ruined or half ruim'tl, liim, or 
whatever Austnaa vAll tight, I do my hrsl to henl. We nmy 
have Ihdteiuia, niul a hi'ateu Anstria, this very Aulninu : M^e, 
amh in one (ampaigu, there is l*en«e rt*ndy bn* us!' 'ThtH 
is Kuetlrich's scheme of ncliun ; sueceAs ceiiain, thinks he, if 
milv llnnr U* em igv, mlivitv, on vunr side, ns Iht'ie shull tie 
on innte , and hnv sent 0*mnl Svhmetlnu, Idled with fu'rv 
s[jml and ileteriniimtioiu to keep the hVeneli full of the like, 
and eniii rtt mutual ojH‘ratmns, 

* ^bigieuiinious f * e^chiHU Nonllles niul the pnt'fdvsed 
Fmich (#rutle*nen tKing I think, now pad speech, for 

Shmettwu uulv cume August 0th): Mo^sl ^aihluut* hehuviiotr, 
on his Ikussjau Majeslv's pail ■' own Vhev. Anti truly it in 
a line nmiifot itnhlhoeme [hv nt» im-nns so comimm n.s it 
shtaihl Ih«) to nil infeirsts, ttJ all considerations, hut that of 
a Joint Knterpuse cme has eiigagetl in. Anti truly, further 
more, il wan tnunrdiate aahatmn to the jmrftlvwl I’Verit'h 
(irntiemen, in that alarming crisn ; though they did not 
uuH h let oguiw it la sm h ; and intleetl were con* 

iipinnnisU fmgrlful of all }mits of it, when iheir own tlnnger 
W'tts over. 

Marm 'llieresa's feelings imu be ttuueivtMl; (Jeorge uJo 
ferhngs ; and wlmi U»r ( HOSI' of I.ibritv Mt gi'Uernl fidt, tuul 
fofjoisslv and coniplnsnni, when, nnddenlv' ais u /VtM cx 


10 


SKC.ONl) SILKSIAN \V A II [hook 

IJulyAii 

miwhiiiA, or Huixininl Gi'iiit' in llii' Miiuiv 't'liiMtiv-., 1 ‘Vuh 
slept in. IVeeisolY U\ this supivmt* rrisis* Tih Atigust 1 
I'ViedricirH AtiiUHler, (intt* v<ui Ihihna, ut \ has j 

notice of the Kmnkiurt fhuon, nml ,soleian Mngnge 
cnteml into: ‘Obligeil in luinour luui conscience; wil: 
must now step forth to un injunsl KuiM-r; cuntu)!. j 

these Ih^^h })rocetUuvs iigainst jvu lujjjtn’iul MnjfslY cUom 
all the Ih'iuces of the I{t‘ich» this utihcnni nf jirulcst Ihn 
ICaiHcr is no Kaiser, as if nil (ierfunny weiv hot AuHtrir 
the Qiimi of Ilungarv's. rnissifto Majesty has mil the 
<juarrel of his owji with the (^)neen of lltin/^nry, stiouls 
anil will , si anti, l>y the MVealy of Herlin uiul Hn-Htnu ; 
with cerluin oilier (Jennnu Ihiuci-s, has dnue Nshat nil (m 
P rinces anti jicojiies not Auslriaii are IhuuuI to ilo» on 
of their clown IrtKlden Kaiser, forinctl n Ihiiun of Fnui 
and will, with anntsl ham! if inilispeoNahle, endeavour 
right done in Unit matter.'* 

'riiis is the antonishing fact for the t'ansr of iaherty 
no clamour nntl execration will aviul an) thing. 'Plus 
prompt, too; does not linger in getting out his suord 
ho has talkni of it. Prince KnrPs OjM-intion i« likel\ 
marred amazingly. If this swift King (eompiiraljle 
old Serpent for tlevices) were to Inn -4 fmili from his 
Hirenglhs ; tread sharply on the tttU i»f Prim e KarPs 
tion, ami hring hack the funniitahly fanged head of it 
AlfMice, ilve lunuircsl miles all at one*', there wuidi 
huHinc%H ! 

We will now quit the Utunc Opcivetions, which ind 
not now of moment ; Friedrich being smidrnlv tlie 
oventH agaim I add only, what rearlem hm* vaguely lO 
that King l^niis did not die ; that he lay at death's t 
prcciHcly one week (Kih l.Mli August K symptoms t 
on tlu* l/5lh. In the intmim, (tiaml Alnmuer Fit 
(Uncle of our Conte di SpimdU) insisting that a 
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Carcliiml, who had got the Sacraments in hand, should insist ; 
and endless ministerial intrigue being busy, — moribund Louis 
had, when it came to the Sacramental point, been obliged to 
dismiss his Chatcauroux. Poor Cliateaiu’oux ; an unfortunate- 
female ; yet, one almost thinks, the best man among them : 
dismissed at Metz here, and like to be mobbed! That was the 
one issue of King Louis‘’s death-sickness. Sublime sickness ; 
(luring which all Paris wept aloud, in terror and sorrow, like 
a child that lias lost its mother and sees a mastiff coining; 
wept sublimely, and did the Prayers of Forty-Hours ; and 
called King Louis Le Bim-ami (The Well-beloved); — 
merely some obstruction in the royal bowels, it turned out; 
— -a good cathartic, and the Prayers of Forty-Hours, quite 
reinstated matters, Nay, reinstated even Chdteauroux, some 
time after, — ‘ the Devil being well again,’ and, as the Proverb 
says, (juitting his monastic view. Reinstated Chdteauroux ; 
but this time, poor creature, she continued only about a day : 
— Sudden fever, from excitement,’ said the Doctors : ‘Fever? 
Poison, you mean ! ’ whispered others, and looked for changes 
in the Ministry. linough, oh enough 1 — 

Old Marshal Wade did not awaken, though bawlcd-to by 
his Ligoniers and others, and much shaken about, poor old 
gentleman. ‘ No artillery to speak of,’ murmured he ; ‘ want 
baggage-wagons, too ! ’ and lay still. ‘ Here is artillery 1 ’ 
answered the Odicial jieople ; ‘With my own money I will 
buy you baggage-wagons ! ’ answered the high Maria Anna, 
in her own name and her Prince Karl’s, who are Joint- 
(Jovernors there. Possibly he would have awakened, had they 
given him time. But time, in War especially, is the thing 
that is never given. Once Friedrich had struck-in, the 
moment was gone by. l^oor old Wade ! Of him also, 
enough. 
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KUIKDUU'H MAUt'UKS tfl'ON I'UAtJ, <‘Al‘iiniKS l»I 

Ir was on SatunlKv, M’urly in tlin nujininn»' I5ili A 
17*1*4, tliut Frii’clrifh si’t <nU, liy his two i 

Ih'olhtu'H, I'riiU’n of Prussia niul Priuro Hnui, fnjui Pob 
lowimln Ihis new AtlvmUurts whirli pvovni m fanujus 
Siuhlcn, swill, lo tin* woi’lirn asloiuMunnut ; artuall 
inarch here, in ihrci* ('olumns (two through Sa\ouY hv vt 
routes south -east ward, one from Silr-.ia (hroii^^'h (Uni/ s 
westward), to invade HolH‘mia : nmuiur says 100,000 si 
fact ils(ilf Hays ujnvard^ of HO, 000, on their various r 
converginf^ lowanis Pragd llis (‘olumuN, esprs ially his 1 
(’ohnnns, arc already on tlie road; he joins om^ (I) 
Ihis night, at Wittenberg; ami is heni, through 
towards tlie frontiers of Hohenua, at tlie utmost mi 
Hiieed he has. 

'Through Saxony about ()0,000 gi» : lie has got the K 
Order to llui (lonM’iuuent of Saxony, M)ur august 
requiring on our Inqjeriat business a transit thnmgh yot 
and Winterfeld, an excellent soldier anil negotiator* ha* 
forward to jiresent Miid Order. A l)oeouM*nt vkhich llurri 
Dre.sden Ollieials beyond measure. O'heir King is in \Vt 
their King, if here, could do little; and indetal has 
inclining to Maria 'i'heresa this long while, Aiul \\ 
fold iuHists on such despuleh ; nntl not esen the \)\ 
Wcis.^ienfel.s in in 'Town. l)resdi*n Ollicialii *.st*nrl o 
couricra and thirl (*en estafelles' to the poor old Duke 
liim at hmt ; and 'The march is alremly taking elTect 
may aa well eonnent to it: what can lliey do hut co 
In Uie uttermoat Hurry they had set to fortifying Dr 
all handa driving paliaadea, picking, delving, making m 

’ lUldm^Cuichichti^ ii. 1165. dilitli (ii. 37} rnum^'f.uri ilir 

rej'inicnu, » w, iif. 


(trenches, or sunk barricades) in the streets ; — fatally awaro 
that it can avail nothing. Is not this the Kaiser's Order? 
Prussians, to the amount of 60,000, are across our Frontiers, 
rapidly speeding on. 

^Friedrich's Manifesto, — under the modest Title, An^tigtder Urmchm 
(Advertisement of the Causes which have induced his Prussian Majesty 
to send the Romish Kaiser's Majesty some Auxiliary Troops),” — had 
appeared in the Berlin Newspapers Thursday 13 th, only two days before. 
An astonish znent to all mankind ; which gave rise to endless miscon- 
ceptions of Friedrich ; but which, supporting itself on proofs, on punctu- 
ally excerpted foot-notes, is intrinsically a modest, quiet Piece ; and, 
what is singular in Manifestoes, has nothing, or almost nothing, in it 
that is not, so far as it goes, a perfect statement of the fact. Auxiliary 
troops, that is our essential character. No war with her Hungarian 
Majesty, or with any other, on our own score. But her Hungarian 
Majesty, how has she treated the Romish Kaiser, her and our and the 
Reich's Sovereign Head, and to what pass reduced him ; refusing him 
Peace on any terms, except those of self-annihilation ; denying that ho 
IS a Kaiser at all ; ” — and enumerates the various Imperial injuries, witli 
proof given, quiet foot-notes by way of proof; and concludes in these 
words : ^^For himself his Majesty requires nothing. The question here 
is not of his Majesty's own interest at all” (everything his Majesty 
required, or requires, is by the Treaty of Berlin solemnly his, if the 
Reich and its Laws endure): ‘‘^and he has taken-up arms simply and 
solely in the view of restoring to the Reich its freedom, to the Kaiser 
his Headship of the Reich, and to all Europe the Peace which is so 
desirable.” ^ 

^ Pretences, subterfuges, lies ! ” exclaimed the Austrian and Allied 
Public everywhere, or strove to exclaim ; especially the English Public, 
which had no difliculty in so doing; — a Public comfortably blank as to 
German facts or non-facts ; and finding with amazement only this a very 
certain fact. That hereby is their own Pragmatic thunder checked in 
mid-volley in a most surprising manner, and the triumphant Cause of 
Liberty brought to jeopardy again. Perfidious, ambitious, capricious ! *' 
exclaimed they: Prince without honour, without truth, without 

constancy;” — and completed, for themselves, in hot rabid humour, that 
English Theory of Friedrich which has prevailed ever since. Perhaps the 
most surprising item of which is this latter, very prominent in those old 
times, That Friedrich has no constancy," but follows his caprices,” 
and accidental whirls of impulse : — item which has dropped away in our 


* Given in Seyfarth, Beylas&i i. 121-136, with date * August 1744.* 
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times, though the otliers stand as stable as ever, 
things ! Friedrich's suddenness is an essential part of what fig 
talent he has : if the Public, thrown into flurry, cannot judge it 
they must even misjudge it : what help is there? 

^That the above were actually Friedrich’s reasons for venturing 
this Big Game again, is not now disputable. And as to the rui 
which rose afterwards (and was denied, and could only be d 
diplomatically to the ear, if even to the ear). That Friedrich by 5 
Article was to have for himself the Three Bohemian Circles, K( 
grata, Bunzlau, Leitmeritz, which lie between Schlesien and Sachs 
— ^there is not a doubt but Friedrich had so bargained, Very well, 
can get said Circles 1" and would right cheerfully have kept and 
them, had the big game gone in all points completely well (gam 
reinstate the Kaiser both in Bohemia and Bavaria) by Friedrich’s fine 
ing. Not a doubt of all this : — nor of what an extremely hypothetic 
look it then and always w'us ; greatly too weak for enticing such a t 


Friedrich goes in Three Columns. One, on the sout 
left shore of the Elbe, coming in various branches c 
Friedrich himself; this alone will touch on Dresden, pas 
the south side of Dresden ; gather itself about Pirna (ii 
Saxon Switzerland so-called, a notable locality); thence 
the Metal Mountains into Bohmen, by TopUtz, by Lowe 
Leitmeritz, and the Highway called the Pascopol, famoi 
war. The Second Column, under Leopold the Y 
Dessauer, goes on the other or north side of the Elbe, 
fair distance ; inarching through the Lausitz (rendezvoi 
starting-point was Bautzen in the Lausitz) straight sout 
meet the King at Leitmeritz, where the grand Magazine 
be ; and thence, still south, straight upon Prag, in con 
tion with his Majesty or parallel to him.^ These an 
Two Saxon Columns. The Third Column, under Schv 
collects itself in the interior of Silesia; is issuing, by < 
Country, through the Giant Mountains, Bolmische K 
(Bohemian Combs ^ as they are called, which Tourists k 
by the Pass of Braunau, — disturbing the dreams of Rut 
if Riibezahl happen to be there. This, say 20,000, 

^ Belden^GcschtckUi i, io8i ; Scholl, ii. 349. 

• Hildcn-Gtschichit^i^ 1081. 


on the groinul (^Ist August), -llrst by ouu day. In the 
home parts of Silesia, well eastward of Glat'/, then* is loft 
another Force of 20,000, whicli can go across tlu‘ Austrian 
Border there, and liang upon the IliUs, threatening Ohuiitz 
and tlie Moravian (Countries, should nee<l be. 

And 80 , in its Three (\)lumns, from west, from uortli, from 
east, the inarch, with a steady swiftness, proceeds. Important 
especially those Two Haxon Ooluinns from west and north : 
(50,000 of thorn, Mvitli a frigid fid {rntuScirJtvh) (piauLity of 
big guns coining up the Klhe.' Much is coming up the 
Klbo ; indisjiensable Highway I'or this lOnlerprise, 'riircHi- 
months provisions, eiuUess artillery and prov(!udcr, is <ui Uu‘ 
Klhe; ‘t80 big hoals, with imnumsc Vonspunn (of trace- 
horses, dreadful swearing, loo, as 1 have heard), will puss 
through the middle of Dresden : imt landing by any means. 
‘ No, be fissured of it, yc Dre.sdeners, all llurrusl, palisaded, 
hfirricaded ; no hair of you shidl be harmed.’ Afli'ra clay 
or two, the flurry of Saxony suhsided ; Prussians, under strict 
discipline, molest no private person ; pfiy their wfiy ; keep 
well aloof, to south and to north, of Dresdtin (all IniL the 
neecHsary ammunition -escorts do) ; and reipiire of tlie 

Ollieiul people nothing hut what the Law of the Ueic’h 
authorises to Mmperuil Auxiliaries' in such cfist*. * 'I'he 
Saxons themselves,' Friedrich observes, * had some 4(),0()(), 
hut scattered about; King in Warsaw; (Ircsulful terror; 
making roupum and t/^tc.s-ch-potil ; could hfive made no 
defence,' Had we diligeiiLly spent edght days on lliem ! 

reflects he uflerwards. *To stiize Saxony' (and liohhie it 
with ropes, so that at any time you could jiiu it motionless, 
and even, if need weire, milk the suhstance out of it), ‘ would 
not have detained us eight days,' ^ Which would have been 
the true plan, had we known wlmt was gelling ready there! 
Certain it is, Friedrich did no miscluef, paid for everything; 
anxious to keep well with Saxony; hoping always they might 
^ (Euvf ds iU 111 , 53 . 
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join him again, in such a Cause. ‘Cause dear to every 
Patriot German Prince,’ urges Fi'iedrich, — though Bruhl, and 
the Polish, once ‘Moravian,’ Majesty are of a very different 
opinion ! — 


‘ Maria Theresa, her thoughts at hearing of it may be imagined : 
‘^The Evil Genius of my House afoot again! My high projects on 
Elsass and Lorraine ; Husband for Kaiser, Elaass for the Reich and him, 
Lorraine for myself and him ; — gone probably to water 1 ** Nevertheless 
she said (an Official person heard her say), ‘‘My right is known to God ; 
God will protect me, as He has already done.”^ And rose very strong, 
and magnanimously defiant again ; — perhaps, at the bottom of her heart, 
almost glad withal that she would now have a stroke for her dear Silesia 
again, unhindered by Paladin George and his Treaties and notions. 
What measures, against this nefarious Prussian outbreak, hateful to 
gods and men, are possible, she rapidly takes : in Bohemia, in Bavaria 
and her other Countries, that are threatened or can help. And abates 
nothing of heart or hope ; — praying withal, immensely, she and her 
People, according to the mode they have. Sending for Prince Karl, we 
need not say, double-quick, as the very first thing. 

‘ Of Maria Theresa in Hungary, — for she ran to Presburg again with 
her woes (August Ifith, Diet just assembling there), — let us say only 
that Hungary was again chivalrous ; that old Palfy and the general 
Hungarian Nation answered in the old tone, — Vivat Maria; Ad Anna j 
ad Arma I with Tol patches, Pandours, Warasdins ; — and, in short, that 
great and small, in infinite ‘‘Insurrection,” have still a stroke of battle 
in them pro Rege no8tro» Scarcely above a District or two (as the Jasxers 
and Kauersy in their over-cautious way) making the least difficulty. 
Much enthusiasm and unanimity in all the others; here and there a 
Hungarian gentleman complaining scornfully that their troops, known 
as among the best fighters in Nature, are called irregular troops, — 
irregular, forsooth ! In one public consultation * (District not important, 
not very spellable, though doubtless pronounceable by natives to it), ‘a 
gentleman suggests that “ Winter is near ; should not there be some 
slight provision of tents, of shelter in the frozen sleety Mountains, to 
our gallant fellows bound thither?” Upon which another starts up, 
“When our Ancestors came out of Asia-Minor, over the Palus Mffiotia 
bound in winter ice; and, sabre in hand, cut their way into this fijie 
Country which is still ours, what shelter had they.^ No talk of tents, of 
barracks or accommodation there ; each, wrapt in bis sheepskin, found 
it shelter sufficient. Tents 1 ” ® and the thing was carried by acclamation. 


^ Heldtn-GeickichUy ii. 1024, 


* Ibid. ii. 1030. 




^ U'idis wail ill liuhoinia that 'Wtw iw cuinin/jf back. Nobility all 
making oil*, noma to Vii'iiim or tlio iutornuMliato TinviiH lying tliilUor-. 
ward. Homo to tboir Ouuntry-HoatB ; all out of Prag, Willing mind on 
tlio part of tlio Common Pooj)lo ; whicli Uio (lovoramont HtraiUH ovory 
nor VO to make tlio moHt of. Hero arc laHtn, jiroccHBloiiH, rniyorn of 
borly-llourH ; boro, an In Vionna and ol how boro. In Vionnn wan a 

Ibroo-DayK Holeinn Fanb; tbo like in Privg, (»r liottor; witb prorCHKlon 
to tbo nliriiio of St, VituH^— llttlo likely to belp, 1 Hboiild fear, 
all foiiriblo menj” oxclaimH tbo (iovernmout,— at IchhI wo will ballot, 
and muko you rino ; '^—Militia people outer Ibvig to tbo extent of 10,(100 ; 
like to avail little, one would fear, (Jeuoral llarHoh, with reinforciMuent 
of nml HoldierH, ia desputebod from Vltmna; llarnob, one of our alileat 
H(ddierH ahu’e KbovenbOller du'd, golH~in htill in lime ; aiul tbuH liicreaHeB 
Uie (JarriHon of rcgularn to *1,000, with a vigorouH Cu[>Laiu to guide it. 
Old (‘mint Ogilvy, Uio Name whom Saxe aurpriniMl two yearn ago In the 
inooullghb, Hiialcliiug InddorH from tbo gallowH,' Ogilvy in again Com- 
mandant ,* but thin lime mmilnal nminly, and with lieLlor outlookH, 
UarHeli being under him. In relaya, iM,0(K) of tbo Militia-men dig and 
Hhovel uiglit and day; repairing, porfeoting the ramparU of tlio place. 
Then, rut to proviaiouH, (uidleHH corn Ih introdiuu^d, -farmerH fore.(‘d, the 
unwilling at tbo bayonot’n point, to doliver-In Ibeir corn; much of it 
In abeaf, ho Ibal we Imvo to tbniHb it in the nmrket-pbiee, in the Htrects 
Hint are wide: and thus in Prng in heard tbo Round of OallH, among tbo 
MIlltla-drumH and ho many other noinoH. M^ith tbo great eliurob-orgaim 
growling; and tbo l>nfiR and tndilo of tbo poor MujiorHtitiouH 

People riHing, to St. VltiiH and otliorH. In fact, it in a general danee of 
St. VituH, — exeojifc lliat of tlio flailH, and MiliLia-moii w'orking at tbo 
rumjmrtH, — moHtly not loading anywliitlier.'^ 

Meanwhile l'h*ieilrit‘irM march from \V(*hI;, from north, from 
emst, iH flowing on; <liligenl:, .swifl:; [luncluial to its liine.s, its 
l)laceH ; and meets no im|K'(liment to speak of. At Tetseliien 
on the Saxon-Doheunian hVontier, — a ])leasant Sehloss pcrelied 
on its crags, as Tourists know, w1um*(* I lie Pilhe Hwee])s into 
Saxon Swit'/.CH'laiul and its long stone lahyrinths,- ’ at '’rolsehcn 
the Austrians had taken ])ost ; had tried to block the lliver, 
driving jiiles into ih, and tumbling boulders into it, witli a 
view to stop the 480 , Prussian Boats. These people needed 
to l)C‘ lorn-out, Iheir piles and they : which was done in two 

^ fr«>m uCilir.cn uf I’mg/ ilulc, 2ial Sept, (in IUUtth(tcschichUi\L 

nfaS), which ^Wv.h nevcral curimis ilcUviln. 



18 


SECOND SILESIAN WAE [book xv. 

[15th Aug.-ad Sept. 1744 

days, the soldier part of it ; and occupied the boat-men above 
a week, before all was clear again. Prosperous, correct to 
program, all the rest ; not needing mention from us ; — here 
are the few sparks from it that dwell in one’s memory : 

^August \btkj 1744 , King left Potsdam ; joined his First Column that 
night, at Wittenberg. UTirough Meissen, Torgau, Freyberg ; is at 
Peterswalde, eastern slope of the Metal Mountains, August 26th; all 
the Columns now on Bohemian ground. 

^ Friedrich had crossed Elbe by the Bridge of Meissen : on the southern 
shore, politely waiting to receive his Majesty, there stood Feldmarachall 
the Duke of VVeissenfels ; to whom the King gave his hand/ no doubt in 
friendly style, ^and talked for above half an houi-/ — with such success! 
thinks Friedrich by and by. We have heard of Weissenfels before ; the 
same poor Weissenfels who was Wilhelmina’s Wooer in old time, now 
on the verge of sixty ; an extremely polite hut weakish old gentleman ; 
accidentally preserved in History, One of those conspicuous 'Human 
Clothes-Horses' (phantasmal all hut the digestive part), which abound in 
that Eighteenth Century and others like it ; and distress your Historical 
studies. Poor old soul ; now Feldmarschall and Commander-in-Chief 
hero. Has been in Turk and other Wars ; with little profit to liimself 
or others. Used to like his glass, they say ; is still very poor, tliough 
now Duke in reality as well as title (succeeded two egregious Brothers, 
some years F 3 ince, who had been spendthrift) : he has still one other 
beating to get in this world, — from Friedrich next year. Died alto- 
gether, two years hence ; and Wilhelmina heard no more of him. 

'“At MeiBSon Bridge, say some, was this HaIf-hour*s Interview; at 
Pirna, the Bridge of Pirna, otliers say ; ^ — quite indifferent to us which. 
At Pirna, and hither and thither in Saxon Switzerland, Friedrich certainly 
was. "Who ever saw such positions, your Majesty?” For Friedrich 
is always looking out, were it even from the window of his carriage, and 
putting military problems to himself in all manner of scenery, "What 
would a man do, in that kind of ground, if attacking, if attacked ? witli 
.that hill, that brook, that bit of bog?” and advises every Officer to be 
r continually doing the like.^ That is the value of picturesque or other 
^ scenery to Friedrich, and their effect on good Prussian Officers and him. 

* * 'At Tetschen, Colonel Kahlbutz,’ diligent Prussian Colonel, 
plucks-out those 100 Austrians from their rock nest there; makes them 


pnannrirK oi ; wnu*n (unnuH'ti uve iirjitu n oi um iwtj tiny». 

Ati^nst 'JMth, iuin lion nt th('rini|Knu ^^n|(nxlna pHtnl»li*ilii*fl 

thpro. lUmU comtui^ tui ^up^puUy. KvipiUii'li hhn»»\'ir pnn^junl nl 
In thi« ur t<4»vu<^<iU, svhirh ItP nil! vmnnulu'r ouo day. 

" Mari*h It) Htidin ; that i*», »i)iitliward, nrr(»»»»< tho iv^t'r J 

ftrrivp vuiliin forty nn|pf» uf' An»*iriati llnthyani, Mununonod hn^tily 

lint td' his }U\«ri«n ptodw, to foirnmr in this eim'rgpncy, hrtM 

in nptgUhourhoods, mnw rpgnlun* undor hinii ))r^- 

pwlnti hy clouds of huHsiarM, whom i^iclhcn nmitcs n little, hy wny »f 
Imndsel ; no other Auntrian torce to »i{)cnk of hcrcntioutN ; and ho am 
now Iwiwfccn Hathynui and IVag. 

*♦*<«';»/<' od'f’c Utt ‘ro Mlrkouti/, ni-ar NW'h^aru, tnenty milcH IVmn IVag. 
Hepleniher '-Id, t amp on tho NVoi^fomhing IIumc,' ' 

And *^ 1 ) thi’V JUc* nil n^MMuhlrd nlnmt I'nig;, Irnyfinlling tin* 
juHiv lUii’tl Sii’y;c it Iuih hIoiuI within IUcm* lhic<‘ y<»uvh 

(hint'o that nionnliyd*! Nnvrmlan’ niyi;hl in ITM); nntl nn* 
nnlv waiting fur thoir heavy arlillrrv |o begin hatleiing. U'lu* 
piuir inhuliilunt^s in /^pite nf three ,Mii*gi*.s ; the 10,0011 Viiw 
militia men, mndly id* Hungarian hrt'ed ; the 4,(100 regnlnm, 
and Ilai^a-h and nld Clgihy, are all dr*p‘»'*‘'d In dn {heir heni, 
1‘Viedruh is naturally in tnede tn get hold nf Ih'ag. Hut he* 
ruuK, nu taking »anaey, that I he h\vnrd in hnml melhnil in md 
uuw, m in 1741, iVa^ihle tit all; that tlie plaei' i** in gnnd 
piedun* nf ntir-ngth; and will rn-ed a hid haltering to Icair it 
upen. Owing tn that aeeidml at 'i'ehahen, the fiiegi* ennnon 
are md )el mine up; ‘ Huihi ynnr hiitteries, your Mnlilan- 
bridges, \nnr enmuiunientinn^, till the i^iiimnn lanne ; and 
hewiivi' nf IhUhyani meddling with ymir ennnnn liy the 
rnati * ' 

* llMthwiiii is vuthm buoit) milcii ol os, ttl Henmn, a coinjmrt Utile 
lit Booih gulheimg n Ihrm; nnd ready for entcr^ 

in more for« e itom Inrdrieh goesses, *'Jhii e him uiiti selre 
Uml MttgftriiiiMd Ins 1 “ onhoa I'nedneh (^ejilemher oth) ; and desprtlchen 
11:0 le on it. ^ tight imm/ at who^^a wcthlmg we u.Nsi«ted 
(weadiiig to ttU hmrefia, hmg aime, in IViedrich W ilhelm's time), if 
An)htoly now remem!»rfed> * And on the morrow there l«lh» out a jiretty 
hllle '"Ailmn nf liet;mn,'* niuoit whiih gteil noine iimde In thft 


I //iT.'.wo nVf.4i«4rtf, I. urS>o. 
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Gazettes pro nnd conirn ; whitOi did ml dl^^lud^i^ IbiJiyani U .*n% tur^n ^ . 

but wldch mWy hnvo rnuuMl hu 

getting into masked imttorie«» Tmulimr vWiirlwUuN, rh;ir,,r4 d 

^'from front, from rear, and from hoiU Jud ii'*i ^mtih 

masterly prompLitmlCj vrhirled himwelf mU of it, «u»uhr4 

best post tboro wiw, and defeuded iiip^puKiiabl) 

hours, till relief oamo.' ^ ilrillinrit liult* miiun, »r)l |M*rjforinr4 mjs 

sides, but loading to nothing; ami whirh ftimll ml u^lmihr.^ 

Kxcopt to say tliat Hathyani did now, nnifi< at hia tviitux «4 

Imrm'fl way; and begin collecting Maga^iin*^ nl TiWn 

which may prove useful to Prince KarMn Uie tmlr l*fa«u» K«u3 i® wj».h 

Siege-cannon having at laet nmic* (Septrmhrr Hihi, thr- 
batteries are all mounted : on Wmhmnl.iV Uth, Uif nsghU 
the Artillery, Mn ononiumH (luaatitVi* o|h”|h tl?.K rui , 

poor Prag is startled from \m\ h\ luurnt^ nf ntiM*, 
and shell, from three difleivut tjumlcn, nud und.^-^ h~.i.ntr 
to stand to iU giuiH, From thrir {liUrHiif 
Bubcnctsch norllnvard ; from Ihe !'|ihtnii t*f St 
(famed lVMmlnrfi\ or ^Vlli(e Hill) , and hum 

the Ziscaberg eastwu'd (Hill of y^n, whrrr mm 
posted himsedf on a grand (HmMun muvi, ^, 4 ,?:, )i laHrt 

is a broad long Hill, «r4 end of it faHnig durt mvi Vut^ , 
and on another point of it. highe4 jniiot uf th«- cs^ 
have ft strong lmtt(»ry and work^ 'Phr IVag gnn>i 
are nob too e/n'etual ; planttHi mo^tU on gi#ouuf ll'i 

much the best Prag battery i\\U of the 
this, after two-days exiierience Imd of it, i!»*- 
determine to take on I he momne, 

Septimher 12M, Schwerin* who rofotnau«U *»si 
assaults accordingly; with (he due 4eiuifa->?ue^^ aud 
fulness; throwing shells and ImtU t»y v^ay t.f p 5 rr!o,.tr 
PriGtliicli, with some group of oflicry> nud 
steps out on the lluhcnetH'h pt^t* (u mt him tlu^ ^iT^u »»! ihr 
Ziscaberg will prosper: the IViiguee. (hrrr.lHna., 
many dignitaries, turn cannon on th« m, * Ih^P^r-w, Ihr 
Herreji\ have a care!' cried Frie<lrieh ; not Uuu'^lt mmh 

I f ^ . 


iiiituUn^, HO intent upon tht» Aiul couhl hnve^kipt 

imliilVivntlY t>vt*r vuiir rnnnun-lmlU ploughing Iho gn)iuul> 
luul not unt* fait'ful Imll MuiitemUout llu» lilt* of p(Jor IViiuv 
Willu*lm; n gutHi young (\nbin of Iuh, nhol down hcrt* tit hin 
liHUtl. I)oul)llo?is n duirp numu'ul for Uu‘ King. IVina* 
Mtirgmf Wilhohn anil a poor young pagr* thorn thnv lin 
itml ; intlinhrt’iU to tho Zinnihorg untl all coming warn of 
mankiml, lamentation, imtumlly, for thin young man,—' 
Hrulhcr to the one who fi'll at Molhvil/, youngisst Urolher of 
the *\fargmf Karl, who comniauiU in Ihi'^ HuhenehrU mlouhti 
Hut we mu*tt lift our eyeghiNH again ; hw how Schwerin in 
pn)*i|MTing, Schwerin, ^w^h dm* Mtcndfa-Hlncvi and ^tormful- 
nc’^^i, after UU pn‘tude of htuahNlnd**, ne*he*i on double t(uick ; 
cannot he witlrdoiKl; hurKoul the Ihuguern, and Mn/cs their 
battery ; a ruinoun lo^tn to thiMU, 

'I’hcir gratitl Zi^cn nalouhl, \h gone, then ; and two ^^uh- 
i&idiary ?»niall redouht»i tnddnd it withal, which the French 
had built, and namctl ‘the magpie uc^dv^ {nuh J /aV) ; ' llu’se 
oImi are our«. And ue merhang, from our Zi*ica Hill, the 
\crv roof'j, a‘( it were; and there i‘i nothing hut a long hare 
cuitain now in lld^ tpiarter, ready to he hullcrctl in breach, 
and mam holcil, if nmiful. It \n not needful, not unite. 
In the cutUHr of ilure day** nioir, our HuheiietM'h ba( h-ry, of 
enormtuiN power, lue* been mi ddigeut, it Unn fjet lire to the 
Watermill; hmie» inctrievahly the Water uiill, and lit ill worm*, 
the wtHHh n Sluiic of the Moldaii ; ?a) tlial tht* river falK to 
the I'Veiiiwhfie wadeahle pilch, Atul (loveuior Haivich jHT- 
ceiu-'i that all tiii^ ipnuter of the 'town open to any comer; 
• and, in fact, that he will have to get away, the he^^t lie can. 

While iliig aicoidiugh ('TueMlay ir>!h): * Free withdrawal, 
to the Wi’iiherad; wmdl vouf* ‘ Hy no manner of meami!' 
an^wen l*tiednifi. Hid^ Scliwerin from hU Zincaherg mnki^ rt 
hole or two in fltat ^tuition' opptcale him; and geta ready 
for florin. I 'pun which Hm ich, ne\t mnining, ha-^ to bent 
the chamads% and ^mui-nder Ihr:oner of War, And thu«, 
Wt‘<ineMin\ HJth, it i») done ^ allege of one week, no more, - 



(i 6 th Sept. 1744 

after all that thrashing of grain, drilling of militia, and other 
spirited preparation. Harsch could not help it ; the Prussian 
cannonading was so furious.^ 

Prag has to swear fealty to the Kaiser ; and ^ pay a ransom 
of £00,000?/ Drilled militia, regulars, Hungarians, about 
16,000, — only that many of the Tolpatches contrived to 
whisk loose, — are marched prisoners to Glatz and other strong 
])laces. Prag City, with plenty of provision in it, is ours. A 
brilliant beginning of a Campaign ; the eyes of all Europe 
turned again, in very various humour, on this young King. 
If only the French do their duty, and hang well on the skirts 
of Marshal Traun (or of Prince Karl, the Cloak of Traun), 
who is hastening hitherward all he can, 


CHAPTER III 

FUTEDHICH, DII.IGENT IN HIS BOHEMIAN CONQUESTS, 
UNEXPECTEDLY COMES UPON PRINCE KARL, 
WITH NO EllENCPI ATTENDING HIM 

This electrically sudden operation on Prag was considered 
by astonished mankind, whatever else they might think about 
it, a decidedly brilliant feat of War : falling like a bolt out 
of the blue, — like three bolts, suddenly coalescing over Prag, 
and striking it down. Friedrich himself, though there is 
nothing of boast audible here or anywhere, was evidently very 
well satisfied ; and thought the aspects good. There is 
Prince Karl whirling instantly back from his Strasburg Pro- 
spects ; the general St. -Vitus Dance of Austrian things rising 
higher and higher in these home parts : — reasonable hope that 
‘ in the course of one Campaign,’ proud obstinate Austria 
might feel itself so wrung and screwed as to be glad of Peace 
with neighbouvvS not wishing War. That was the young 

' Orlich, ii, 36-39; ffelden-GeschichUt \. 1082, and ii. 1168; CEiwres <k 
Fridhicy iu. 56 ; etc, etc. 


inlrulntuin ut tlun iinu*. AtuI, luui rmiu*r ilout' nt nil 
rt« it or liml tiu* UHing ron- 

siilrvnUly wiMT tUnu wru«, lu* Uml not luH*n dwujiiunnliHl 
in tlu* wny vvr 'hIihII m’ ! 

WUnlrich nilmiU hn iliil luii unclrr?»tuinl Wtiv nl this ihtIckI, 
Hin own «K*lu«inn luiw : lo inovn Itiwanl^ the muiih wv.Ht, 
theiT to nboUfih IJnthynni iiml hin 'rolpHiehes^ who are husv 
gathering JVtiigayiiu^ lor Prinee KarP^* advent ; to M‘i‘/e the 
j^nid Miigoiiia^, v^hieh will heveri tnrfid to uh ; then lulvanee 
HlmigUt towards the Pw^m-h of the Itohendau Muui\tains. 
Toun-^ of l‘‘mth> WaUlnnmehen, unfm lunate 'l’o\sn of (1min 
thinnt hy Hhenek, where tnn*ton^ are junv lne») ) ; the^ie *»land 
^ueer^inive in the gmutl PrtH.?i, through whirh the highway 
nuH ; «i«nne hundied ndlen or m) from where we are : nnuvh, 
at one\ «iwine»it» llullierwaut, Jlathynni’^ Mugn/ine,’^ to help; 
and there await Prinee Karl 'f It vva*! P'rlcnirielPn (jwn ntJlion ; 
not a Imd otte* though not the hi-^t. 'Phe he?»t» he ududtM, 
would have In^en : 'Po ^^tny jnrtty inueli where he wm ; 
rdndidi Itatlu aid*** 'roljmieh jH'tJjde, r»ei/ing thi*ir Mngu/ine^, 
and eollertmg others; in g«'neral, well rt»oiing lUul iVneing 
hini'ielf in Prag, and in the ('inle^ that lie thereidioulH upon 
tlie l%lla% hiUindetl Itj fjouthvwnd hy the Stwawa (hram*h of 
the MoUlauli whirii imn piurtllel ItJ tlu' I’Uhe ; hut well 
iefu'^ing Uj ^Ur nun h f«utin*r at ^iu*h an advnnred ?iea»»im td 
the )ear. 

*rhal ?^«H*ontt plan would have Iweu tlie wisent : then 
why not follow U f 'l*o{> tame n plan for the youlhftil mind, 
We iH^ieive, m iutleetl iutiniatejl hv hintM^^lf* he 
drrtuh**! itm fuue {>f pithlie o[utooii in Kranee, * Aha, hmk 
ttt vour King of Petn-jm agann (tone itj eompier Uohemirt ; 
and» Drrepl the 'Phre^" t'nt lr^ he hitmeif tt» have t>f it, lel»» 
Ihiheinia go to ttm witnU ? * ^Pht^i ^ort ot tlung, h’rietlrieh 
rulmiU, he dn'svd« d tm> nnuh, at that vtiung pevit>d ; hu Itnul 
had the eritunm^ tn'en on hno, m the time ij| the Ihe'ilau 
* Treat V : ^Oot njMm vour KiSig of Piovoa* mU ytJU that nn 
Inmourahle Allv ("ndouhledh a wruKnetn in the voting 



King; iiuiMnucl^ mivs lu*, uh ‘every (Jeneml ’ (mul every nuin> 
add we) ‘nhoiild lnt)k tt> the fact, not lo llu* rumour of the 
fact' Well; but, ut least, he will Iuh own (jlher 

notion; that of nmkiiig; for the I’lmsen of the Hohemiim 
Mountains; to abolish tlutUynrn at leusl, and look tlie door 
upon Ti'ince KarlV advent? That was his own plan; and, 
tliough seaMidd)est, (but also would have done well, had 
there been no tliinh 

hut theixj was, aa we hinttal, a thinl plan, ardently favouml 
by Delleisle, wlume wnr-lalent Friedrieh mueh at thin 

titnc: plan built on HelleisleV iTminim'nees of the old 'I'ahor- 
IJudwein businwes, and Intally inajjpiienhle now, llelleiHUi 
said, *(to south etuHl, tail Houth-weNl ; right towanls the 
AuHtrian Frontier itnelf; Hurt will frighten Atinlria into a 
line trenion Shut up the nmds from Austria; Hudweis, 
NuuhauH ; sci/.e those two Highroad 'rowns, ami kerp them, 
if you would bold Hobemia ; the want of them was our ruin 
tliure.' ^ Your ruin, yes: but your eiu'rny was utii eoining 
from Alsace and the soutli^west them He w'ns coming fmin 
Austria; and your own hume lay on the hoiilli west : it is all 
different now! Friedrieh iniglil svi*ll think himself lH‘Vvitehed 
not to have gone for I 'ham and Furlh, ami the FasM-n of the 
UolimerAVald, nceoniing li) his owji notion, lint mi it was; 
hu yielded to the big irptituliim of Hrlteinle, and to fear of 
what the w'orld would say of him in France; a weakness 
which he will perhaph he Imight not to repeal. In fad, he 
18 now about to Ins iniight several Ihingfi ; ami will have to 
pay }n« schotd-w’agcii tis he p^uva, 

Fivulnrh^ kaxnnf:^ (tmTumm in rad/r.-? .nri/?h/ np 

l/iC Mn/dau IWA//, u/^m if/ir Takir-^Hiuhicis to 

plra.tr }m Fmu h FrUmh 

Friedrich made no delay iu Fmg ; in haslr at this late 
time of year. S^pt ember I Till, on the very morniw- tjf tlui 
• Sec M»p (Two i’irs! a? rrul i f vol. (v 


Sept.-Oct. X7i}4) 

Siegej the Prussians get in motion southward; on the I9th, 
Friedrich, from his post to north of the City, defiles through 
Prag, on march to Kunraditz, — first stage on that question- 
able Expedition up the Moldau Valley, right bank ; towards 
Tabor, Budweis, Neuhaus ; to threaten Austria, and please 
Belleisle and the French. 

Prag is left under General Einsiedel with a small gairison 
of 6,000 ; — Einsiedel, a steady elderly gentleman, favourite of 
Friedrich Wilhelm‘‘s, has brief order, or outline of order to be 
filled-up by his own good sense. Posad owsky follows the 
march, with as many meal-wagons as possible, — draught- 
cattle in very ineffectual condition. Our main Magazine is 
at Leitmeritz (should have been brought-on to Prag, thinks 
Friedrich) ; Commissariat very ill- managed in comparison to 
what it ought to be, — to what it shall be, if we ever live to 
make another Campaign. Heavy artillery is left in Prag 
(another fault) ; and from each regiment, one of its baggage- 
wagons.^ ‘We rest a day here at Kunraditz: 21st September, 
get to the Sazawa River; — 2 2d, to Bistritz (rest a day); — 
26th, to Miltschin ; and 27th, to Tabor:’ — But the Diary 
would be tedious. 

Friedrich goes in two Columns ; one along the great road towards 
Tabor, under Schwerin this, and Friedrich mainly with him ; the other 
to the right, along the River s bank, under Leopold, Young Dessauer, 
which has to go by wild country roads, or now and then roads of its own 
making; and much needs the pioneer (a difficult march in the shortening 
days). Posad owsky follows with the proviant, dmwn by cattle of the 
horse and ox species, daily falling down starved : great swearing there 
too, I doubt not ! General Nassau Is vanguard, and stretches forward 
successfully at a much lighter pace. 

There are two Rivers, considerable branches of the Moldau, coming 
from eastward ; which, and first of them the Sazawa, concern us here. 
After mounting the southern Uplands from Prag for a day or two, you 
then begin to drop again, into the liollow of a River called Sazawa, 
important in Bohemian Wars. It is of winding course, the first con- 
siderable branch of the Moldau, rising in Teutschbrod Country, seventy 
or eighty miles to east of us; in regard to Sazawa, there is, at present, 


^ Helden-Gtschichtey t. 1083 ; Orlich, ii, 41 et sqq ; Fridiricy iii. 59; etc. 
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no difncully * - ./i? •;« • ‘p « ^ ‘ 

SawiWH, nunuil nulrn„ »?v? tav, *! f ^ 

tle»it)iiUi»»iU rtH'ks, uhUai ^ f » U ^ . *» 

i\m\i^^ t« Tulwar: ihi« -s -^' 

fmm Praf? U) Tab«r m tiiU-ro vrW' H? '-’u. 

tho«a brawn mayuUUi’br»** 4 » m j^U itMsuAfde ih^ t " 
Hidarflbla branch nf Ui» - « «: * 4: 

limn tlic hbiMwa ; laUir nt^^r , 


' . a*,® 

. >: hiti^ 

/. I. ..SO'f ... ■ »| t .. 

'^ ’% it'.m » »»..♦ 9 =#?» i.»f 

CiiCI? fc«:ni 

i'l a, 


Moldnu il'nOfi i« f^ru incfr^ ifsjsKr? , «s^p 4 5 >“.o?» ^*5 ^*, 5 *, 
Htony nuK)f», and in a 5 

ware you but mm th«ru, ^tir? |.W 4 us^ ih« 

from that HiuiAwa by tht I-h*^ b*uU w^s u* U ?, i*?r • sr 
in HUcU fftisihiojiu ihcfct huh? b<i niiie»a i «• . 


v*».i »» -.? K.f ^ 3 k<» 

I A; , 4 h.tf’tfar 

^1 , 


and koap ^ nlmr}* c)o mi ubi? whurhu^ rhv4»U *.4 Ta ,ta, sf ? i.*.® s.*.. 

bav 6 got acHHii up<m im, 44 dr 4 ?*» nhtf t-.*, , .. 

On Urn ninth day of ihi^ir mac^rb, 4 m .*1 1{? ^ 

horlimn atmad tha and «: himu«« t o*. :*.« ? 3 i 

rockj or * lUll of Zi^ca," hir B wa« / A a^i i - a 1/ *^5 

thoniKoU'e^ ihu Hit of a ?.4 ;.»? .*4 x? 1*^-5 

Hlbla«, -in tluwr^ wasta moxsisUin *»j- U:< 

Mopfc.h Urn IVuMlana ^ilhimt di^oiSsji 5nv.4 I*’ if, -«a4» s 
garrison small, Wo Im tn\ Takir iKw Ijs^i 3 a i 
nieUfO^ itd Oclolmri l^irl of 0» Im Ims? r 4 f?.’l«a ?49 , w? «‘o 

the Moldau by a Hrul^fi*. vUfsxlgip' 4 I i? ^:..<i 

times ;"^crosa there, with lutenu 'i aa*..'® 

of Frauouborg/ diwrliug of Hn^U«, wKul* h^t r hut t*?ia ->? 
A SaliAy to no purpM I 

Both Columns gut united »t Jabji? , ^3^4 r •? « 

rout, rmd plhcr-up Umlr tkA^**cW aksH.® 0 icip i^f. 4 

not Improve In promiaei W(» mtUaiKiei nt b , th® tna^vK r*. >»? 

untowArdly I And Powlowsky camm n'Ah Ku 

carUj'^liAlf of his caiilo havUig fidtiscti Ka«.l 

and BtArvAlion ; wlmt could W do? tKa? u w.t., ,f .. ., 

not the 1^ 


Throo thingK ngairut the J «fn ihs® jsia^i‘h . 

of thorn accicliMiUl Ihinp. Fk^f, ihcrr lira Utc: «,r.A&«»n 
too, tho inUiimit* nature of tluc . '.aLi-ili ■ *\ 

with emphasis (lc«ril>ej( as Ihi}*}{v, *l.,i»\, sj..«..n,s . « 

hungry and allngetUer imrtm ( 

do8cnbod» But thon Mnftuih/^ w|).ai U^^at !*«r.r*^ i^liry 
wise, the Population, workwi mw.i, hj Au.Uion »!!.>taU, »i; 




Loepi.-uct, i74<^ 

their Trencks spurring them I A continual unblessed swarm 
of hornets, these ; which shut-out the very light of day from 
us. Too literally the light of day : we can get no free 
messaging from part to part of our own Army even. ^ As 
many as six Orderlies have been despatched to an outlying 
General ; and not one of them could get through to him. 
They have snapt-up three Letterbags destined for the King 
himself. For four weeks he is absolutely shut-out from the 
rest of Europe ; ' knows not in the least what the Kaiser, or 
the Most Christian or any other King, is doing ; or whether 
the French are sitting well on Prince Karl’s skirts, or not 
attempting that at alL This also is a thing to be amended, 
a thing you had to learn, your Majesty? An Army abso- 
lutely shut-out from news, from letters, messages to or fro, 
and groping its way in darkness, owing to these gircum- 
ambient thunder-clouds of Tolpatches, is not a well-situated 
Army I And alas, when at last the Letterbag did get 
through, and — But let us not anticipate I 

At Tabor there arose two opinions ; which, in spite of the 
King’s presence, was a new difficulty. South from Tabor a 
day’s march, the Highway splits ; left-hand goes to Neuhaus, 
direct way for Vienna ; right-hand, or straightforward rather, 
goes to Budweis, bearing upon Linz : which of these two ? 
Nassau has already seized Budweis ; and it is a habitable 
champaign country in comparison. Neuhaus, farther from 
the Moldau and its uses, but more imminent on Austria, 
would be easy to seize ; and would frighten the Enemy more. 
Leopold the Young Dessauer is for Budweis; rapid Schwerin, 
a hardy out-spoken man, is emphatic for the other place as 
Head-quarter. So emphatic are both, that the two Generals 
quarrel there ; and Friedrich needs his authority to keep them 
from outbreaks, from open incompatibility henceforth, which 
would be destructive to the service. For the rest, Friedrich 
seizes both places ; sends a detachment to Neuhaus as well ; 
but holds by Budweis and the Moldau region with his main 
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Army ; which was not quite gratifying to the hardy Schwerin. 
On the opposite or left bank, holding Erauenberg, the re- 
nowned Hill-fortress there, we make inroads at discretion : 
but the country is woody, favourable to Pandours; and the 
right bank is our chief scene of action. How we are to 
maintain ourselves in this country ? To winter in these 
towns between the Sazawa and the Luschnitz ? Unless the 
French sit well on Prince Karl’s skirts, it will not be possible. 


The French are little grateful Jhr the Pleasure done them at 
stick ruinous Expense 

French sitting well on Prince KarPs skirts ? They are not 
molesting Prince Karl in the smallest ; never tried such a 
thing ; — are turiied-away to the Brisgau, to the Uj:)per-Rhine 
Country ; gone to besiege Frey burg there, and seize 'Ibwiis 
about the Lake of Constance, as if there were no Friedrich in 
the game ! It must be owned the French do liberally pay- 
off old scores against Friedrich, — if, except in their own 
imagination, they had old scores against him. No man ever 
delivered them from a more imminent peril ; and they, the 
rope once cut that was strangling them, magnificently forget 
who cut it ; and celebrate only their own distinguished con- 
duct during and after the operation. To a degree truly 
wonderful. 

It was moonlight, clear as da}^ that night, 23d August, 
when Prince Karl had to recross the Rhine, close in their 
neighbourhood ; ^ — and instead of harassing Prince Karl ‘ to 
half or to whole ruin,’ as the bargain was, their distinguished 
conduct consisted in going quietly to their beds (old Marechal 
de Noailles even calling back some of his too -forward 
subalterns), and joyfully leaving Prince Karl, then and after- 
wards, to cross the Rhine, and march for Bdhnien, at his own 
perfect convenience. 

^ Seckendorf will sit on Karl’s skirts,’ they said j ^ too 
^ Guerre de Bohhnty iii. 196. 
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late for this season ; next season, you shall see ! ’ Such 
was their theory, after Louis got that cathartic, and rose 
from bed. Schmettau, with his importunities, which at last 
irritated everybody, could make nothing more of it. ‘ Let 
the King of France crown his glories by the Siege of Freyburg, 
the conquest of Brisgau : — for behoof of the poor Kaiser, 
don’t you observe ? Hither Austria is the Kaiser’s ; — and 
furthermore, were Freyburg gone, there will be no invading 
of Elsass again ’ (which is another privately very interesting 
point) ! 

And there, at Freyburg, the Most Christian King now is, 
and his Army up to the knees in mud, conquering Hither 
Austria ; besieging Freyburg, with much difficulty owing to 
the wet, — besieging there with what energy ; a spectacle to 
the world ! And has, for the present, but one wife, no 
m istress either ! With rapturous eyes France looks on ; with 
admiration too big for words. Voltaire, I have heard, made 
pilgrimage to Freyburg, with rhymed Panegyric in his pocket; 
saw those miraculous operations of a Most Christian King 
miraculously awakened ; and had the honour to present said 
Panegyric ; and be seen, for the first time, by the royal eyes, 
— which did not seem to relish him much.^ Since the first 
days of October, Freyburg had been under constant assault ; 
‘ amid rains, amid frosts ; a siege Jong and murderous ’ (to 
the besieging party) ; — and was not got till November 5th ; 
not quite entirely, the Citadels of it, till November S5th ; 
Majesty gone home to Paris, to illuminations and triumphal 
arches, in the interim.^ It had been a difficult and bloody 
conquest to him, this of Freyburg and the Brisgau Country ; 
and I never heard that either the Kaiser or he got sensible 
advantage by it, — though Prince Karl, on the present 
occasion, might be said to get a great deal. 

' The Panegyric (Eptire an I^oi devant Fribourg) is in (Euvres dt Voltaire^ 
xvii. 184. 

^ Adelung, iv. 266 j Barbier, ii. 414 (13th November, etc.), for the illumina< 
tions, grand in the extreme, in spite of wild rains and winds. 
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‘Seckendorf will do your Prince Karl,’ they had cried 
always; ‘Seek end orf and his Prussian Majesty I Are not 
we conquering Hither Austria here, for the Kaiser’s behoof F’ 
Seckendorf they did officially appoint to pursue ; appoint or 
allow; — and laid all the blame on Seckendorf; who perhaps 
deserved his share of it. Very certain it is, Seckendorf did 
littl or nothing to Prince Karl ; marched ‘ leisurely behind 
him through the Ober-Pfalz,’ — skirting Baireuth Country, 
Ear and he, to Wilhelmina’s grief ; ^ ‘ leisurely behind him 
at a distance of four days,’ knew better than meddle with 
Prmce Karl, So that Prince Karl, ‘ in twenty-one marches,’ 
disturbed only by the elements and bad roads, reached Wald- 
miinchen 25th September, in the Furth-Cham Country;^ 
and was heard to exclaim : ‘We are let-off for the fright, 
then (Nous voila quittes pour la peur) ! ’ — Seckendorf, finding 
nothing to live upon in Ober-Pfalz, could not attend Prince 
Karl farther ; but turned leftwards home to Bavaria ; made a 
kind of Second ‘ Beconquest of Bavaria ’ (on exactly the same 
terms as the First, Austrian occupants being all called-off to 
assist in Boh men again) ; — concerning which, here is an 
Excerpt : 

‘Seckendorf, following at his leisure, and joined hy the Hessians and 
Pfalzers, so as now to exceed 30,000, leaves Prince Karl and the rest of 
the enterprise to do as it can ; and applies himself, for liis own share, as 
the needfulest thing, to getting hold of Bavaria again, tliat his poor 
Kaiser may have where to lay his head, and ])ay old servants their wages. 
Dreadfully exclaijned against, the old gentleman, esj)ocially by the 
French co-managers : “ Why did not the old traitor stick in Ihe rear of 
Prince Karl, in the difficult passes, and drive him prone, — while we went 
besieging Freyburg, and poaching about, trying for a bit of the Brisgau 
while chance served ! ” A traitor beyond doubt ; probably bought with 
money down, thinks Valori. But, after all, what could Seckendorf do.^ 
He is now of weight for Biironklau and Bavaria, not for much more. 
He does sweep Biirenklau and his Austrians from Bavaria, clear out (in 
the course of this October), all but Ingolstadt and two or three strong 
towns, — Passau especially, “which can be blockaded, and afterwards 
besieged if needful/* For the rest, he is dreadfully ill-off for provisions, 


^ Her lelters {CEttvns d€ FrMric^ xxvii. i, 133, etc.). 


^ Ranke, iii. 187. 



incapauie oi tiio joast auempt on rassau (as rrieancn urgea^ on neamig^ 
of him again) ; and will have to canton himself in home-quarters, and 
live by his shifts till Spring. 

^ The noise of French censure rises loud, against not themselves, but 
against Seek end orf : — Friedrich, before that Tolpatch eclipse of Corre- 
spondence * (when three of his Lettorbags were seized, and he fell quite 
dark), ^had too well foreboded, and contemptuously expressed his 
astonishment at the blame both were well earning : Passau, said he, 
cannot you go at least upon Passau ; which might alarm the Enemy a 
little, and drag him homewards? Adieu, my dear Seckendorf, your 
Officer will tell you how we did tlic Siege of Prag. You and your 
French are wetted hens (pou/M mouillees )^* — cowering about like drenched 
hens in a day of set rain. As I hear nothing of either of you, 1 must 
try to get out of this business without your help,” * — otherwise it will be 
ill for me indeed ! ^ * AYliich latter expression alarmed the French, and 

set them upon writing and bustling, but not upon doing anything.^ 

^ Prince Karl had crossed the llhine unmolested, in the clearest moon- 
light, August 23d-24th ; Seckendorf was not wholly got to Heilbronn, 
September 8th : a pretty way behind Prince Karl ! Tlie 6,000 Hessians, 
formerly in English pay, indignant Landgraf Willielm ' (who never could 
forgive that Macchiavellian conduct of Carteret at Hanau, never till he 
found-out what it really was) ‘’has, this year, put into French pay. 
And they have now joined Seckendorf;® Prince Friedrich’ (Britannic 
Majesty's Son-in-law), ^not good fat Uncle George, commanding them 
henceforth :■ — with extreme lack of profit to Prince Friedrich, to the 
Hessians, and to the French, as will appear in time. These 6,000, and 
certain thousands of Pfalv.ers likewise in French pay, are now with 
Seckendorf, and have raised him to above 30,000 ; — it is the one fruit 
King Friedrich has got by that Union of Frankfurt,” and by all his 
long prospective haggling, and struggling for a Union of German 
Princes in general.” Two pears, after that long shaking of the tree ; 
both pears rotten, or indeed falling into Seckendorf, who is a basket of 
such quality ! “ Seckendorf, increased in this munificent manner, can 

he still do nothing ? ” cry the French : the old traitor I ” — I have 
no magazines,” said Seckendorf, “ nothing to live upon, to shoot with ; 
no money !” And it is a mutual crescendo between the ^‘’perfidious 
Seckendorf” and them ; without work done. In theNurnberg Country, 
some Hussars of his picked-up Lord Holderness, an English Ambassador 


^ Excerpted Fragment of a Letter from Friedrich, — (exact date not given, 
date of Excerpt is, Donauworth Country, 23d September 1744), — which the 
French Agent in Seckendorf s Army had a reading of [Camf>agf2es de CoignVt iv, 
185-187 ; 216-219 • cited in Adelung, iv. 225). 

^ Espagnac, 1 . 13; Buchhoh, ii. 123. 


^ fiir Vi?nie4> by llml Imil arn nut you ? *^ Ihit 

^|jd out uais him III j uu cotwiilornUou, tUo <»f hujKnnttl 

l^iimuU g«iv«» him ft wml ho ruiilimunl IiIh Vonotinu iFouruoy 
. ii( it i5<or«) v»ithmit further llmt I lirnnl ul’»' 

Kreurh .Vckomlorf euimUtloim, roi*rimiuflthmN mul ilronrluHl- 
^umhin^ ftre mi endless fiorrow to pour KnUor Kiirl ; wlio At 
^ i‘ftu stttud it no longer ; hut resolves, i^iinro nt letmt Huvurirv, 
[I moneylm ftiui In ruinsj is hlS| ho Hill in pernon go thither; 

t)mt there will ho virtiml nml e<|ui|»niont iliNruvorrthlo for self 
i-jtiy, were he there. Itemonslrftni-os nvitll not: Ask luo to (Uo 
ii»mmr, ftsk mn not to lie rottinK Inn o ttud quits Krrtnkhtrt, 
^ tteIrhV’-lUrl ttiuHts Ufthhlo, IVthth-loher 17^1 (nmnll >»orrow, were 
l,Jm tiiinO, wild enters his MiUn'lnMi in the rcmrso ofn werk/ 
4 fin h %Mth jtiy to the I#egiliinntii .Hov inoign ognin ; 

into illumhmtiotm, furgetftil who rnusnl its urelrhod 
4 «i{oitg only ftll wrrUdiednrss is ntiw eniiod. Lot rntntnl hnlN, ond 
find the hnrnl 'Vowns, riduiiht thtMn»nd\rs; Um wnsled lu'dgrw 
1^1 |i tlmlr g4|n ftgftln : hero U the King come homo ! Hons sure 
is fth nnhttttnmtu Kniarr of llm Holy HoinUh Ueirh, w}u» mu 
*iire hope to jmy his rnllk-^rorrs, being n loved Kuricirwt of Uftvnrlft 
al. Wry tlrftr to the hewrU »f llio'se |)otir |iM*|ilti; wild to llmir 
^ interrsl^) wild skiiiw, liws not ho in wnotlirr woimo hron dear? 
prim ibo wmbitioiitt wnd irwi'krd fwntw»m« of llmt wowk lirwin hnvo 
sroniingly inuoront pimulwti*in I Ihipnlwtion hurried, hniiKorotl 
tlrwggtHl off to perifdi in Uftliwu U"«rs ; w ( ‘oniUry Inirnl, trilnilutod, 
t rnni, niulor l)ie Imrrow of Fwto wtul rulliwn ‘IVom k wnd t'nmpwny. 
II O' (ieurgo, rwthor tt tlowr nioi»td too, bw^ i'oritn nutrh rhowjH^r 
(t). ihigUiitl is not yot burnt ; nutbing buMiing iberoi onropt 
»U hro of tlolirluma ; Nwtutwl Mnptditiic^ wU sol flwmlngt whtoh 
t V or it nmy in the way of In^) U not ftdt ws w lo»»i but rwlbor 
irnbnt tor ibo time Wn»g , wnd in fw* I llioio wro mily, swy, ft forty 
‘ ibmie^ooi ftrmod l%ngh«lnnon rtUlrd down, tnol wmroolyft llniolrrd 
iiA of ioiomy yoi spent. Koilung to s|vo4k of, in the mnso of 
%% Ldveriy. ^VUy tSipnUtious sutfpr for thoir guilty Kings? My 
, it is the IhipnlsUiovs t<tK) tlml wro goilijr in bwvlng ^nrh Kings, 
♦ fire, red ItwjHs^l fur lintnwn Wurth, Mrrod Abhorronto ol 
it t uT««rlh, bsi^e yon rtuiaolorod whwl it moans? ‘Ihoso poor 
ilLnms Uftito il toit, nr fnt long i^norwUnns have bad It loss and less. 
, by dr|^«r*», ibis snrt of *" Kings** to ibom, and eUt>riUinm mivsi'v 
ftdlu’A Sng * * 

iij ’ A'#-/, iv, 

H i;?v4-4 IfS'itfa In M .p-Iko JpttA't t »'g. iv. 
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Knrl VII. 'I 

tlu‘ Ur-lmrrvK h‘-,t:.\ a l: I -.yx-H'i-Ah.r 

cfTcdnl, he Wful ht itW hrM v.-, ^ 

encminigt' hi'» ^^ 5 *^^***^ s...;r-: ^ ^ -.v.^ ='.;• 

all cuUHulemli^Ji^'^ -i i^--^ i"* ••' •- 

]KH)r iiinn. Hut Ihr is*t4.v-r uS ?-<•«::•. vu »r..v 

lUul tntiu hr uul n»»wi Ji . -a ». ■. Ji-a*! I 

but liltlr !h‘ Vfa.H rvri* A ^ ’i- *' ‘ K ^ i 

his bVdUrr m<\ hr; }fv a- j^v » «x.r*9 

high, siiut? ihr IktlEr ««!* H • ssss^J 


t^n Ar 1 1 H 

miKUHICU Hiun i^KU in i ^ 

lUS MDLUAU t*nNq8 tsi'i i 

OVK tuav flUU'V 'f'ih.it I’siA .w’/j :.■• -^ -’ ^ 

hemtl llml TriitiT K^u! hni, ^ t ^ : \ 

acroHM, hv llu»^* frurt c»-*. . F?.. H • » 
the circle of l*i!*MfU» intu 11^*' : a ^ i^r/* 

niagn/uu^;' hciinh nuimiwr* ihr 5, zit. 

UUllcr Wci'iM:Mifrhs rrtmn»g Ihr M> *’ % 5, 

by Eger ajul KnrUU/ul rrgi 

(Wuul by IVnly in u^m'^x iSir ^ 

iuvatlcHl); * anU hmtil bnxdU, i 4 »i 5 ;?iS C a r ; > ’iF'!: t ^ 
the Haul PriiKt! Karl iu |tue?.iuig H mv s, * 

seen Ills Atlvaurt*!! gunnl/ &jn4 fSHinr.u r,Si*tr- 21*4 ^ #» 

few niikm ofh l*Vw nuU^ taV, nn fhr 3 - 4 r *.4 * 2 .*- H 

—of unknown Hlivngtlik Ituhfrsi m .r'.« . 

of Pandours, 

Supprwing ftU the and a irrflr h .? « 
ucedful for the moment Pnnlrs^t |J k 5 i.» M ' 

Tein) dft«hc*H ihr J.tnh!*nj, in lu i V F.^ i.* 3.« 

place indicated, and at OUvr %nuir Inin , !?.»•« Jjj, ^ n»:i.' 5 '*h..' 

^ * Al Mui^UUi U*.iuW;| ^4 ‘ |r*ii'teifr. »*> . . > •# A £ 


Ih* ei tXMiuHly for ull thingii, IVintX' Karl h iu»t 
1^*%-%** irulirnliau luul bet»n fulnv ; bViiHlricli 

«lu)iit, fur four tlayn, to no purpose. Prince Karl, 
ctmm for ccrtniin hn^ criJ^HtHl the Mtjldnu fnrlhcr 
luirthwunl, bulwixu Pra^ and uh, Meunn to 
*'^^^**‘ t)ur fountain of life in 

ciiTUuutanm ? That \n \m intention: -K)ld 'IViuin» 
ho him, umlcrHtnnclN hin trade!' tliinkH Krieilriclu 

or the Prince, in ililigcnlly forniinf^ nnigir/iiici^, all tin* 
^^,ntry cnrrving to him, in the 'Pown of Pcnc.schuu, hither 
tUa Sa/awii, Ht)me lU’veuty inilcN north of \ih, an im- 

'I'o'^n vrhere muU meet: imles*, we can get hohl <sf 
4^ji4*5nrhiun it will he ill with im lunx ! Arron.^ the Uiver 
rate; ami let nn IncHlen thither, 'Phut in tin 
''^hich inu?^t he InuktHl to; nml ^ptrd in nece’^^ury ! 

h‘ar tU)a ^t^rcli euiliUK in litis hmimer, Friediieh 
iftly ertM>a«^a tiJwraftU Tiitiur ttgftirn in lleehiu (n\t>r on tho I.u«iehnil) 6 , 
i«» jfrtarrlOi Uwro tn rnltmt liiinttelf for lione^filmn tnel tim otlnir in» 
t'oMfrtrtU TttlHir ; liy’ 1»U of Moldmi ‘IVin ; el(MuU 

pjant rtour Uriir'r eltjudtf Itmn naiml, Inmainff rniiml ; hiilrlon liy 

0 nil Frietlririi i« Frii’dui li l»pin^ Kene, thrie oei*ur« tlm 

‘fnir* Trin, miirh iJilktM id in I’niaoiftM UtuiK's. in* whieli, in 

roinlpnaAUou, tina ia the s^yeporo r 

* i^(h, Fftrdrii ii toKP olf In Hwhin, itm rlnutls ffutlipr 

)if4si rpAf^iurd npHl (l«x «l *IVin Itflilfjp here, to tho innulnir «f wlHiiit 
JKHI ' Crumotif rtninU ii.twtn); ’ nol with tle«|>errtlp intpiU^ And innrn 
^Lil^ylly lUan nsuAi, AlUek tho 'IVm Uridjiw Pttrty, wlilrh »f 

rhfs^l*^ i^npimdmr^ aimI lni>a&Ara, Urn wholf^ under Zteitheifu 

to for a e^ri^o tif BrpAd wA^mts hero, llrroml your 
^oh rAunon, with rA^oahtn;*' timt ia wh»t tJiu ^r<»imtliprs do. 
i«i l*«eandoMr rluiid, w»lh horrid Unett nil in il, tlr^w^a Imek out of ijiln* ; 
i*n |'»lnn|Ji:^ At Iho Uivnr whlrfi rAii t^o riddpu or twiuw ; 

l«M» it, hiHona, by ihi* Uiouaund ; '* Ojf with ycjur infantry; ijiilt the 
rruMj Tlirthm to hi« ("ftpl/sln ihrro: ^Mloliro you, pArthInn 
o; f hr Jir^ alr^dy/* ind^ra /ipllipu ; *Mt j« to ho hojird our liuna«ra i aii 
aI w Uh thU ftud P* ^ad thoy ilo it; rultinjjf in with iron 

»<l|*llnfis, With (ipfiPnr&A not niidnllrd ; A wrdi^o of iriiii hnw«r», wilti 
t** ^ronsdlrra nniUnoftlly whtH<|jtij|^, libo an nmny rpAjtors alendy «monj< 
tnl i^fflin ; And ^rMtloAHy fsCiva ilm F^tidour^ enough. Spvon 

lAtm ti( H, in ftll r "of ihrir aixty iArlridgpn ihe grensdUrs hsnl firml 


fifty-four/* wlu‘n it eniU't!, almut 7 comiiJK 

getting woriij Imil tn vmi llu»ir Iuavt»« iuIm thn Kivor (a«<l Ut Uinik n?) ; 
«ii(i nmko for Horlun nt tiu'ir tlio rfatguttnl g*nt nff «ilh 

lU ffoiH, In llii’i vii liiruMiH tnaunor : timnka to Majtjr ttrupr*»l /u'llirn, 
Oolonol Utnmrii; niwl Iho nllu^rn roiit‘oriio«I.^ 

^ZiiUhen IiuiuUiOh \\\h Major tionoralry in tlu*i lino way a loan '«hii 
liat) Iwnl jjrtnnotiiin, tiad uIho has Imil noiio \ anti itmy again rMtoo Ui 
have noiio ; wtul is nblo to do oilJior NVu’r nuiol, iny ox» oUptit 

tnrltfrieml ! 7nrthc’n in Hvo nml forty gono ; lirur n furo wliu tr r;* branfirful 
to mo, though onoof lirn ronrsost. Farolhiiro hnnoat^ intro «loh pUiughrtt 
witli thouglitM whioU nro «oll kopl »ilont t^ho thougUl-^, nulrr*!. hrtug 
tliornHoloos rrrrmtiy itmrliorrlato ; thooghlfii of a tihoj^lr In^rtrif, rnmh 
oinlirring, ht)l trmponnl Koir of Irtnr »iol oalioralj; ilrtolrtU) raihrr 
likonhlo, with its Iftjsily hniigliig umlor lij>, arnl rraj»Oitahiw ®hin 
o.ylindor ntrrp/ 

Fnolrivh trk,<t to htar Ihittk Jrom Priiur «» Mr* Mithiou 

CctunfrttM ; runnot^ arcing to tht *Skiil of' P tour Ko^i <y* 
old lu'hhnar^ihitU 7V<in/i; hiu^ to retire Indund thir 
and nliUmiti'hi htdiind thf EIIh\ xcith muvh ImIhoo in 

Octohrr PfitrtU Jram llf*'htn /otor t\mniry ft* J4r4iiu 

^ * ^'rirOHO Patidonrri givo os tronjdn rruoigir ; no 50*11 hnft*, int 
living to h(t had in thin (‘orintry lif^aiiln iljrun, I nforitn};:il«i C ttlMninl 
JnhniiH wont out from *i‘»hor Inh’ly, to hoik aOrr^r rr'iMiurinomil gr»rn« 
itiftiniu l^nndoiirH not rtpon him * (Mohlhairt^rn is tho tnr'ioMrAtdo |*l«*cij, 

^ JfthnuH wrw ohstinnlo (tun iitmtiuntr*, ilrtnka l•‘n^ninl h)^ ami |«sfiBh*i4 i»n 
tlm ground, ha ninl tl*Hj of hi«,^ Nay^ norkl, a awarm of ihinnr ranm to 
Tnhor itnolf, Nmla^li nl thoir lirad ; to try wlmilmr lalnif, waU rf# om«SI 
gurrirtoa, could not ho ONcalndod, and [vorlmpa I*rinro Hron, who U<^a ank 
thoro, ho Ukon ? 'J*Hh<>r Unght ihom ftimtlmf Imun ; thorn Imnir* 
wlUi huadK hrokon ; wlricli I'rii'drirh thinko an orilrrmrly ftmiAhlv* 
tiring. Jiiil HO it MtoinlH : I loro hy thr' llmuMnd ami Um im ihii»na.iiintl 
they hong round hm j nurl Prinm Kart It ia nj! all thmga nr?r«saeayy ^0 
got lurid of Ihnl lltmo^ndinrt, imd Iho Maga^inr* ho h gAti6r.rrng ihrfp ? 

MUpidily U iinli*>pon>whhs and yot how rpiii V^Un f UV have* 
dotiiohinonta out at NmiltaoH^ at lludwida, ami In 4 ahrir 'iiar riirii in 
hoHplUi, whom thoro nro no nnoiiia of larrying. ‘lo ihom Ui iha 

• ikt* Pr^ussitif i. u6H; Orlich, ii. 51;, 

• Patent givco him * 3‘1 OcUrhrr 17^4/ only a week ago, Uu \ oi^crcS im U 
dated eight nromhs hack ' (RtulcoUcek, i. 

• CBuvns di b'tltUrU^ lil. 61, 


I4th-i8th Oct. 1744) 

To 1 patches ? Friedrich confesses he was weak on this occasion ; he could 
not leave these 300 men, as was his clear duty, in this extremity of War. 
He ordered-in his Neuhaus Detachment ; not yet any of the others. He 
despatched Schwerin towards Beneschau with all his speed ; Schwerin 
was lucky enoug^h to take Beneschau and its provender^ — a most blessed 
fortune, — and fences himself there. Hearing which, Friedrich, having 
now got the Neuhaus Detachment in hand, orders the other lliree, the 
Biidweis, the Tabor here, and the Frauen berg across the River, to main- 
tain themselves ; and then, leaving those southern regions to their 
chance, hastens towards Beneschau and Schwerin ; encamps (October 
18th) near Beneschau, — ‘^^Camp of Konopischt,” unattackable Camp, 
celebrated in the Prussian Books ; — and there, for eight days, still on 
the south side of Sazawa, tries every shift to mend the bad posture of 
affairs in that Luschnitz-Sazawa Country. His Three Garrisons (3,000 
men in them, besides the three 300 sick) he now sees will not be able to 
maintain themselves; and he sends in succession ^ eight messengers,” 
not one messenger of whom could get through^ to hid them come away. 
His own hope now is for a Battle with Prince Karl ; which might remedy 
all things.' ^ 

That is Fried rich’s wish ; but it is by no means Traun’s, 
who sees that hunger and wet weather will of themselves 
suffice for Friedrich. There ensues accordingly, for three 
weeks to come, in that confused Country, a series of swift 
shufflings, checkings and manoeuvrings between these two, 
which is gratifying and instiTictive to the strategic mind, 
but cannot be inflicted upon common readers. Two con- 
siderable chess-players, an old and a young ; their chessboard 
a bushy, rocky, marshy parallelogram, running fifty miles 
straight east from Prag, and twenty or fewer south, of which 
Prag is the north-west angle, and Beneschau, or the im- 
pregnable Konopischt the south-west : the reader must con- 
ceive it ; and how Traun will not fight Friedrich, yet makes 
him skip hither and thither, chiefly by threatening his victuals. 
Friedrich’s main magazine is now at Pardubitz, the extreme 
north-east angle of the parallelogram. Parallelogram has one 
river in it, with the innumerable rocks and brooks and quag- 
mires, the river Sazawa ; and on the norih side, where are 
Kuttenberg, Czaslau, Chotusitz, places again become im- 
^ CEuvns de iii. 63-64. 


OO IJ X ,»XXA.. I^x^v^v^xv ^v. 

tai8t.24th Oct. 1744 

porlant in this business, it is bounded by another river, the Elbe. 
Intricate manoeuvring there is here, for three weeks follow- 
ing : ‘ old Ti’aun an admirable man ! ’ thinks Friedrich, who 
ever after recognised Traun, as his Schoolmaster in the art of 
War. W e mark here and there a date, and leave it to readers. 

* Radiczj October 2Ut-22d. At Radicz, a march 'to south-west of us, 
and on our side of the Moldau, the Saxons, under Weisscnfels, 20,000 
effective, join Prince Karl; which raises his force to (39,514 men, some 
10,000 more than Friedrich is master of.^ Prospect of wintering betw^een 
Vie Luschnitz and the Sazawa, there is now little ; unless they will fig-ht 
ua, and be beaten. Friedrich, from his inaccessible Camp of Konopischt, 
manoeuvres, reconnoitres, in all directions, to produce this result ; but 
to no purpose. An Austrian Detachment did come, to look-after Bene- 
schau and the Magazines there; but rapidly drew back again, finding 
Konopischt on their road, and how matters were. Friedrich will guard 
the door of this Sazawa-Elbe tract of Country; hope of tlie Sazawa- 
Luschnitz tract has, in few days, fallen extinct. Here is news come to 
Konopischt : our Three poor Garrisons, Budweis, Tabor, Frauenberg, 
already all lost ; guns and men, after defence to the last cartridge, — in 
Frauenberg their water was cut-off, it was eight-and-forty hours of thirst 
at Frauenberg : — one way or other, they are all Three gone; eight 
couriers galloping with message, ^Come away,’ were all picked-up by 
the Pandours; so they stood, and were lost. ^Tlireo thousand fighting 
men gone, for the weak chance of saving three Imndred wlio were in 
hospital !' thinks Friedrich ; War is not a school of the w'eak pities. 
For the chance of ten, you lose a hundred and the ten too. Sazawa-Elbe 
tract of country, let us vigilantly keep the door of that ! 

^ Saturday^ October 24M, Friedrich out reconnoitering from Kono- 
pischt discovers of a certainty that the whole Austrian-Saxon force is 
now advancing towards Benesclmu, and will, this niglit, encamp at 
^ MarscliowitZj to south-west, only one march from us ! On the instant 
Friedrich hurries back ; gets his Army on march thitlierward, though 
the late October sun is now past noon ; off instantly ; a stroke yonder 
will perhaps be the cure of all. Sucli roads we had, says Friedrich, as never 
army travelled before : long after nightfall, we arrive near the Austrian 
camp, bivouac as we c^in till daylight return. At the first streak of day, 
Friedrich and lus chief generals are on the heights with their spyglasses : 
Austrian Army sure enough ; and there they have altered their posture 
overnight (for Traun too has been awake) ; they lie now opposite our 
right flank ; on a scarped height, at tho foot of which, through swamps 


* Orlich, ii. 66. 


inui ruuH n muuuj wiiriin). \ 'imiuirhuniP un mm ; \ni'u 

rif(ht llntik and fimt art' nafo onnugli. C'rtM'p rtuintl and tludr latt : 

Nathiiifc )»nt Hv^’iiinpy inlrlcarloa I \Vo may nh<uilch»r arniN 

figainj and knak to KuimpjKidit ; iu> P Mpaakin^" nf 

clafoMHlvi' ( 'ainpai^Miw, anyM Friedrich dldartlrally, ynam ufterwanlH, ** If 
uiudt HiitintionM are to anawor the {ntrjHiaa inteiuUMl. the front aiut Ihinka 
nni«t l>a eintally alrun^, Imt tho roar entirely tijunn Such, for in^tnofe, 
are thoHft which have an exttMmive front, and whoAe daiik*5 are 

covered hy murasotca : aw wan Frinco Karl'^ (‘map at Muvftchowit/ in ilio 
year 1744, with Ita front covartnl hy a Htreain, nnd the winj^a hy deep 
hollown; (»r tliat a liioh mo ourriolvoa Uum occupied at Ivtnuipi^cht/* an 
you well roinoiuhor,* 

* fktolwr 'Mh iVorr/a^cr The J^a/nna IniHclmilA trad <if (‘ountry 
Ih fpiilo hiHt, llnni ; lowt with daiiut^^oN ; Iho i[ucnliini now Cnn vte 
keep iho tHit/avvii IClho tract? For aliont tluco wrrka rnoro, 1‘ricdriidi 
HtrufCf(lcH for that ohjert; cannot c(nnpaa*t that oitlirr, VV'ant of hi»i«c 
provender l« very ^:reat : country cnlively cateti, the pt'a*ni»»ln, at\d 
not a tra»« roinaiiiin^, ()rt(dH*r I’ilth, Friedrich Ima to cross, t)ie 

wo imi«t ([nil the dot>r (>f that tract (hnnK^'t' driving us), anti light for the 
interior in detail, 'ft non geU to Henoaclian in that cheaj) wa)* i and iiom, 
in behalf nf 'IVaun, the pea'ianlM find forago enough, being /ealoua for 
Queen and (ti^chL l^andoura apeead Ihemsielvea all over thU .’^n/awa 
Kiho country ; endanger our auimistritre^ ninke ovjr liveri miueialtie. It 
irt tlie old ftttiry : I'Viedricli, famine nnd mud and mi«iccy of I’andimra 
compelling, ha^ In retire ntutliMard, Kibe ward, inch by no b ; oldihiM 
the AiodriniiH follow at n fijife distance, ami itj ^pile tif all nmmeuuing. 
cannot he got to light, 

* Uruve <«enettil NimBiiu, m)oi mtich di«ttiMgn)«t)tett hiooji-ll in the'jO iniai 

ncHHert, hna (tlnnigti hVietlrich dta'^ not yet know it) de^tetotmly ntM/crl 
Kolin, weatward in JCll<e parta, ground that miU he iiolahle in 

yenra coming. Imjmrlant little feat of Na&’jaiiV ; ol w hicti anon, f hi the 
otluw liainl, our Magazine at Farduhit^, ra.«lw«rd on the Klhe, »« not out 
of danger « Fandimra and regulaia V.^ihhi and odtl, ^*t,Uty ol the Fandoof 
kiml diegniwed aa pea^ianta Jrading Imv cartw,’* made an allrrnpl there 
lately; hut were detected hy the vtgdaut (‘olonel, and blown pieces, 
In the ))ick of Ume,mnne of lhe»n acluttily willii)) llie gale.® Nay. a body 
of Aii«itrian regtilar» wero in {nil march for Ktdin lately, intending to get 
hidd of tim Klhe it«>e|f at that point (midway helween Frag and J’atdului;) . 
hut tlm prompt (leneral Na»!*>au, aa we iomatked, ha»l ntrm k rii htUiue 


* (ftttf/iJi m. Ii (‘4 ; iuloh, u. lej 
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thorn • ftiid now lioldfl Kolin rnt-.iru u ru«iu 

not tell what had l)ocomo of NaMsau, owin^ tii the nwaruiM nf I’anrUnirtf. 

'Friedrich, Btandinjif with hi^ hack to Fra^, vvhich Ib fifty inile»< tmin 
him, and rnthor in need of hia Hiipport Hum ahlo to ^ivo him any ; ami 
drawing hia meal from tho uncertain dlNtance, with 1‘niult.iirH hi»vermK 
round, -is in diOicult cbho. While old Tratm in kept nud 

day; the circumambiont atmoaphore of Fniiduura is ienehrUic in Kne.l 
rich,' keeps him in perpetual luiduiKhl. He has to rend his pnsitmn m 
M' ith ilashcH of lightning, for most part A heavy laden, mirtdy e\rt^per- 
atodman; and muat keep Ida haggard miMeriea Htrictly i^eiTet ; whirh t 
believe ho does. Wore Valori here, it ia very po'*sihU he might find tha 
countenance /(iroucM again; eyea gloomy, on damp November morn- 
Ingfll Schwerin, In a hull, hwi gone home: Siuve )our Mairaty U 
pleaacd to prefer his young Durchlaucht of Anhalt a advice, '*lmt can 
an elderly sorvant (not without rhetMimlihm«) do »ahep.-^ 'MWIl !*' 
fiUHWora Friedrich, tiot with eyes cheered hy the phenomenon. TU 0 
Klho-Saxawa tract, oven thia looks as If It would he hard to keep. A 
world very dark for Friedrich, enveloped ho hy the ill chain es and the 
Pandourg, Put wlmt help ? 

'From the Fronc.h (?ainp far away, there cornea, dalnl l/th th*toher 
(third week of their Siege of Freylmrgh hy way of help to Ftiedrich, 
magnanimouH promise; "So soon as this Siege U lUme, wthnh will he 
speedily, though it ig diflicult, we propose to send fifty hatulnms and a 
hundred HijuadroiiH," gay only ImrHO and fool (not a lomr or ltH» 

of which over got that length, on Hcliially trying it% " inSfards Wr«l 
phalia, to bring the Fluctor of Koln to reaxon’* tpuor Kaiwr'a lanky 
Brother, who cannot stand Urn French procedurc«, and hax Inlrly «fdd 
hinigelf, that is, sold hiu Iruops, to Kngland), 'and keep the Kmg id 
England and the Dutch In chock/ by way of Mdacrmrnt to your 
Majesty, Will yon indeed, you magnanimous Allies? ‘Una v^a* picked 
up by the Pandourg ; and 1 know not but Friedrich wm njmrrd the via-e’ 
lc88 pain of rending ltd 

^Novetuhfir \Hi-Qth: FHfiirich /ajrc4 Sfuuwxi (*auiihi^ c»m thu 
firgt day of Novomhor, here Is a lightning fia^h which reveaU aifAugr 
thingg to Friodriidi, Trnun’s Inte niammivringa, wimh have hern mi 
enigmatic, to right and to left, upon Prag and other pmnifl. i«^<»ne now 
in an attempt towards Pnrduhil^; which reveaU to Friedrich the jii^ 
tontiou 'Imun has formed, of forcing him to chmme one of two 

places, and lot go the other. Forinidahle, fatal, thmka I'Vtedrich . and 
yet admirable on the partof’rraun ; "a design hcimliftti and worthy of 
admiration,’’ If we stay near Prag, wlmt becomes of our comninniratiott 
with Silesia ; what becomes of Silenia lUtdf r* If we go luwatde PrtrduhiU, 

* fhliiii, li. 7j, 


PnrtluhiU; thnnkii U) K^nkmi, tlio Ivijlia-PHnluhltii roml \h otir>i 'Hint 

1h (luno, PftnluUlU Hftvpil tor tho uioimMit. (Nniltl wo ntiw Ut 
KiiLlonlmrK lu'foro tho oid Mnrnlud, 1i1h doMigii woro ovowt nltogolhor, 
A]ft«, wo nuuiot mnrch at oiu'o, linvo to wn\i ft tiny for tho iinvul. 
Korwnnli novrrtlioloHH ; nod ngiUn f«»rw«r(l, niul ft^ftin ; throo hoRvy 
marchort In Novoinhor wcnthor : lot um nmko r fmirlh forml mnroh, 
Htnrl tomorrow beforo dawn, KuttonWrg rIkivo nil things I In vnin ; 
tomorrow, 4lh Kovoinlior, llioro \n nucli ft d«rk nn f^indon U»<df, 
from hIx in Iho mornitiK imwArdN, no Htftrliiig till noon : nnd Ibon 
impoMHiblo, with r11 our riforlti, to ronrh KitUrnborg, lmvt» to hnlt 

m oljfht milow Hhort of it, in front of Kidin ; »nd jdlrh tont** tltnr. On 
tho morrow^ fdh Novrinljor, 'IVnun in found nn'Rinjiod, uimltorkftlilo, 
brtwoon \\n Rud our objrrt; alts thrro, Rt IjIh ormo in a frlontUy Country, 
with Tfindour wliirl|Muil« duwing: nut nml in ; nn irrrduriblo orho tu 
Frlrdricli. Ntn'ombor f»lh, ftinl for iIuto days morn, Criodrirb, t4) no 
purp(»«ft, triuM Ilia ulnn^t ; fnnlM lio v^ill havo in givu up l)io Ivlhu HniRWR 
roglon, likn llm otlmrN. Moinlny Nnvrinliur lUli, Frimirirh gfttlirra 
IdmHolf nt Kolin; rnm*»u« tho Klim hy Knlin Hridgo, tlmt day. I’uint 
ftflor )jnint (jf tlio gfttnn going agniuNt him.' 

Kolin wa«, of nnirKC, nUtu'knd, that ^toudny uvouing, ro 
Hoon HH Iho iiHiin Ar*uy ci'o^mhI : bol, wu Rtuxn im tin* Ai'n»y 

Icftj hntl liilvon Ihn innaNUivn; nntl, with hin 

grtHil. giinn niul lu*< muihII, Inuutlotl tin* riutilmn’*< in u wny llint 

plmuHotl UM.^ 'i'lmrN(liiv night folhiwing, lln*y t’luin* hnrk» 

with vognlnr givtnuliorH to auppovi ; ttudor t*Uuut of nighl» 
in gmil fom*, ruflinn 'rn*nrk nt tin* tinnl of lln*m : u fright fnl 
phi'iionioncni to wnuk nurvow, Ihit Ihii nho NiisMOt trrulnl in 
Ruch u (iory fnthioii llml it vnni»du'tl witlung rnlmn; tluim 
luiiulnnl (huul loft on Ihr ground, nnd lullSnu UVnurk riding tilF 
with luH own crown hrtjkrti, luuutifid iiuiigti fnu* atrcnking 
ituclf into ^Wn^^om imttnrn, An* the nioint-nt ) 

Kxrrpt Pnrthihit/, whm* aha tin* due hnltitlicms art* left, 
Fritilrirh lunv Inddn no ]Kwt aoiifh of Ihn KIIh* in thi^ tpinrtnr; 
Kiln* Sn/uwn 'rract \h goiu* like tht* ollun?*, to nil npprmnitrr. 
Aiul wr uu\^l novs* Mty» Silr*da or Ih ng ? Ihinci* I^Hjpidd, 
(‘ounril i>f'Wnr hciiig held on the mat lor, h for krrping ln»ld 
of Prng ; * l*dy to lost* nil tin* cxtollfUt singe nrtillrrv wt? 

* (J * 4? tu /'/fVfo, nl, 


urougilt txiiwntiA) » 

business tlmt of Prag ! thinks hVinlrieli sadly to hini-.-ir; Imt 
what is Prag and nrlillerv, coiniiaird to Silf-ia r Pinthitiii 
retreat into Silesia; and let Prag and the artillery go; that, 
to Frieclricli, is clearly the sure eovuse. Or irevhap-, the fatal 
alternative will not actually arrive ? So long as I’anluhil/i and 
Kolin hold; and we have the Klhe for harrier,' 'IVoth i», 
Prince Karl has hiin.sclf written to Court that, having trow 
pushed his Faieiny fairly over the h’.llie, and a inter heiitg eome 
with its sleets ami slushes, ruinous to troops that have Iweii so 
marched about, the Campaign ought to enil ; nay . hi-* own 
young Wife is in perilous inteivsting eiirnmstniuTs, and the 
poor Prince wishes to he home. 'I’o which, however, it is 
again understood, Maria 'I'lieresa ha.s miiphatiisdly answeml, 
‘No, — -finish first I ' 

Novnulioy irei dti/t'nd Mr /.‘/V* Hiirt, l-VinUich ha# 

liimHolf on tho north hIumo nftlio lCIlu\ IVnni to tJirt tilhrr 

of Kolin; rnoana to dofcritl tlmt nido of iho Uivrr, whc^t 0 gti llm Siimmn 
roads. At UoInU'UoU, hIkm'I way iWou rnnluhitxJ, \w httUArli ia; 

I'rincQ Leopold is near KoUn : ihirly imlon of rivrr tn 
Ulie oontrovorHy IuhIh ten days; einU in /'.'/*»' « i rlrlartti'tl 

^pnHHftgo/ in Hooks and olhorwino, Krlrdtirh in «heiggv’, 
country; no M'nnt of dingles, vvofjda and t(tmginire«< ; inm wtol lhr«n 
pleaHunt places too, lioro is Kladrn)) for mwiojde, wlx^ro uur J’Aihor 
caino three hundred niiles to dino uitli tho Kai^or onto. “Mto gnH*in« 
and colts are all olfat present; hVillit^r and Kaitirr are off i and mmm h lti 
changed since then. (.»rlin Inshle of M'wr now ; alroly w tutor, aud iKa 
(liant Mountains !n tho diHUtnre geUirjg on Ihelr ^hito hoinla * LurdrU h 
doulttlcHS has liis thoughU as he rides up and dtmu, in ui Ki-Jtdrnp, 
among other j)IuceB, settling nuiiiy lldngj*; hut what lti« lliMUgliU kpvp, 
he is careful not to say except wliero nece^^ary. Mm h to I»p Itwiked 
after, in this River controversy of thirty uidrrt. Ih'tnchmrnU Hr, «l 
intervals, all the way; and mounted senlrle«, a ftcnii) tnr nnli^a, 

patrol the River-bank; vigilant, we hope, «« lynves. Nultiing ran 
but alarm will he given, and hy dcgreCM tlir whide IVufteian fon p heujHm 
it, Ibis is the (-ircle of Khnig^grat/, lhi« that now Rr* to rr n , ftiul 
happily there are a few Uunsiten in U, mi utterly huUftjHtM-d tu dn a Lute 
spying for us, and bring a glimmering of InlejliKence. lom and fU-n 

It is now the second week Umt Friedrich him lain ao, ^ith Im« mmu»?r4 


))nlrolM iu molum* with hU HuHnilo npicH ; ^unrdiMK Arf(UH»lik« thifl 
thirty n\ih‘H of lUvor ; nud Iho A»iHtriHu« nothin^;, or itoihliig 

witli ofTrrl. If tho AuHtrinim homo l(» Ihoir whitcr-(|oarlor>i, ho hoj)e« 
to Ihhuo from Kolin «ftidn hoh»ro i^pritij^, mid to HWOi‘p llio IClho-Htoiiwa 
'IVnct rlonr of thorn, ntlor »lh Maria 'riioroiift having: iiUHWorod No, It U 
likely the AuMtrimm will try to got iutokh : llo vigilant therefore, yo 
mountod Hentrioji. Or will they perlmpH nmko an utltMiipt on Prng? 
hhimiedol, who ha« no giirri^on of tlie leant ndot|uaey, iijiprineM u« That 
Mn nil the villngoM round Prag people are huay making laddern/*- what 
oan that moan? Kriedrieli Ima learned, hy inlereejded leltera, that 
homelhing groat Ik to ho done on WN^dnendny lllth : ho KOudH Holhonburg 
witli reinfoirenuMit to ICiniietlel, leat a nralatle of Prag alumld ho on the 
eardn. Itolhenhnrg in right weleome in the lineH of Prag, though with 
reinforcement hlill ineiferlunl; hnt it in not Prag that ia meant, nor in 
Wednenday the day. '1‘hrougli \V*edneHday, Friedrich, all oyo nnd ear, 
ronld ohMervo nothing ; mueh mnrrhlng to and fro on the AuNlrinn nlde 
of the lUver ; hut apparently It eomeH to nothing? The mounted palrolM 
had better Im vigilant, however. 

Oil the morrow, Ti a.m., wimtia thin llmtlM going on? Audible hnomlng 
of rannon, of muaketry and battle, echoing through the wooda, penelrutoH 
to Frledrich‘« ([unrtera at Ilidnlenet* in tlie ParduhiU region ; Attack 
upon Kolln, KnN*ian defruding lilinHclf there? Out awift hcoiUh, and 
are I Many acoiitN gallop out; hut none comen hark. Krledrirli, tor 
houra, Inw to remain uncertain ; can only linpe NartHau will defend him** 
aelf, lioom go the dUlant vtdti'yinga; no hcouI cornea hack. And It 
in not Nattnau or Kolin ; it in aoinethlng wor^e : very gloriooN for ProHMlan 
valour, hut ruionuM to thU ('ampaign. 

'Die AuHtriuna, at 1,1 ifclork lhi« morning, AuhtrlaiiH and ^luon^, came 
in great force, in deatl silence, to the ^oulli lirink of the Hiver, opponile 
a place called 'iVinUrft (KIhe Teinit/i), ten nilleM east (if Kolin ; that ua« 
the fruit of their nmrtdiirig yenterday. "riiey sat llicre forhhldeu to 
apeak, to mimke tobacco or do anything hut hreolhe, till all unN ready ; 
till jmntooim, cannon^ had come up, and Nome gleam of lUtwn had 
broken. At the fuftt gleam of davsn, m they are ahoving down their 
pontoon there rotne^i a * PVrdu, Wlnt gocN?* from our PruMNian 

patrol ncrosa the lUver. lleceiving no aimwer, he f1re*i ; anti la lilmMdf 
allot down. ( hm Wedell, M'eihdl and Zietheri, wlm keep wafeli in thla 
part, atart iiifelanll) at teinnul of the»e kIioU ; and iniiki' n dreadful day of 
It for ihe^e invasive .^w^on anti Aimlrian multitudew. Naturally, loo, 
lliey neinl off »cont«, galltijung for more help, to the right and to the left. 
Hut that a^aiU not Wild doggery of PandtmrN, it wnuhl Heem, have 
alreatly Nwum or wnded the Ui\ er, alon e Teiiiil/. uiol below : * W ant of 

vigilance P barka hriediich Imjiulicntly : hut aueh a doggery ia tlilliciilt. 


aro ivlveady vfilh rniulfnirn; ovi'ry nimmu t»ut m : ftiiii m 

east or to west there oomex no newn Imt «fi erhoinK t«< minkrlry, » Umm 
of distant catnunu* Saxun-AtiMlrion hraulmiii, tour nr fur', with iin 
limited artillery guin^, irrsux \\VdeirM one hnlt^ilifti, with Mun»krtry and 
Ziothon'a hussars: it i« fearful T\h^ stand tn it like 

heroes; doggedly, for four ImurH, nnaiiiuo tho nil it h fairly 

despornlo ; Hwo bridges of the emnuy's uuw hniMhri! ‘ ; they 

manmuvro olf, with Ihirlhian or l’n\«siau eonnleimio n. into the wuoda, 
BAfoj towards Kolin ; MeH|>ftlv'hing defnule newn Ut I'nedrich, whu U duiw 
arrive about 11 >.m., and aota him nt once on new mea^ure^i ‘ 

This is a p;r(?at feat in the PnKsian tniUlan fttuml*4 ; Un 
which, sad as tlie nows was, Wcilnll y^ol llu* naiim tif L*-uhidfis 
attached to him by Friedrich himself. Ami imhi-tl it is a 
gallant ptissage. of war; * Forcing of the KIhe at ’ ; tif 

which I could give two Narralives, one from Urn l*rm>'nain ntul 
one from tlio Saxon side;’*^ diilactic, tuimonilory to the 
military mind, nay, to the eivie muler that has Min[inth\ with 
heroisms, with work done muuftdlw uiul Irrmr atul dungn* 
and difficulty well Irampletl umler foot. I.ronidni Wrdril 
has an admirable silence, too ; and Ziethm'** la/ily lianging 
under-lip is in its old attitmle again, niiu that the i^i uvrr 

‘ IFrt.v ihukf They aa* across, uilluuU u doubt. VVe would 
have hol)>ed it, and could not. Steady ! ' - - 

FticHtIcKh Kvinui t ; 1 1 / / */ /u* n icd / ft mn / * * vf 

Seeing, then, that they are fairly tjver, Fn^diuh, with 
a creditable veracity of nuntl, hi*t*»* niso that th*' game i«i 
done; and that same night he hegiin mamnivritig 
Silc.sia, lest far mom be lo^t by eoutimiing the plav. (htr 
column, under I^opold the Young Ui-vniumr, Ihmugh 
Glatz, takes the Magazine of ranlnhit/, along wi?h it : gmKi to 
go in several columiiH, tla‘ enemy will less know which to cha^i*. 
Fncduch, with anotlier cohnnn, will wait for almitt 

^ Orlich, ii, 83*85. 

* Scyftirlh, 1. 595“9B} n 
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Konigsgratz, then go by the more westerly road, through 
Nachod and the Pass of Braunau, Nassau, who is to get 
across from Kolin, and join us northwards, has due rendezvous 
appointed him in the Konigsgratz region. Einsiedel, in Prag, 
is to spike his guns, since he cannot carry them ; blow-up his 
bastions, and the like ; and get away with all discretion and 
all diligence, — north-westward first, to Leitmeritz, where our 
magazines ai'e ; there to leave his heavier goods, and make 
eastward towards Fiiedland, and across the ‘Silesian Combs' 
by what Passes he can. Will have a difficult operation ; but 
must stand to it. And speed ; steady, simultaneous, regular, 
unresting velocity ; that is the word for all. 

And so it is done, — though with difficulty, on the part of 
poor Einsiedel for one. It was Thursday 19th November, 
when the Austrians got across the Elbe : on Monday 23d, 
the Prussian rendezvousings are completed ; and Friedrich's 
column, and the Glatz one under Leopold, are both on 
march; infinite baggage- wagons groaning orderly along (‘ sick- 
wagons well ahead,’ and the like precautions and arrange- 
ments), on both these highways for Silesia ; and before the 
week ends, Thursday 26tli, even Einsiedel is under way. Let 
us give something of poor Einsiedel, whose disasters made 
considerable noise in the world, that Winter and afterwards, 

‘The two main columns were not much molested ; that which wont by 
Glatz, under Leopold, was not pursued at all. On the rear of Fried ricVs 
own column, going towards Braunau, all the way to Nachod or beyond, 
there hung the usual doggery of Pandours, which required whipping-off 
from time to time ; but in the defiles and difficult places due precaution 
was taken, and they did little real damage. Truchsess von Waldburg* 
(our old friend of the Spartan feat near Austerlitz in the Moravian^ Foray 
time, whom we have known in London society as Prussian Envoy in by- 
gone years) ‘ was in one of the divisions of this column ; and one day, at 
a village where there was a little river to cross (river Mietau, Konigsgratz 
branch of the Elbe), got provoked injudiciously into fighting with a body 
of these people. Intent not on whipping them merely, but on whipping 
them to death, Truchsess had already lost some forty men, and the busi- 
ness with such crowds of them was getting hot ; when, all at once a loud 
squeaking of pigs was heard in the village,* — apprehensive swineherd 


MSUiy iiin — - , , 

which tho Pantlour mullitudo HUtUlonly |muhc»<, liKhtiiiK» «n«i» 

struck by u now ontluiKinKin, ruslu's \t’holly into tho villa^v ; loavirj^ 
TrucliHCsSj in n trng’i-oonuo liumimr, vlrloriouw, ln\l Imlt of 

himBolf.^ In Lho Umnuhor, I-Vinlrifh^ ruiumn u-mUhI 

homo, by Hraumm through the MounUins tho way |. n l nf it l.«wl 
come in Au^unt; not (luito so hrillinnt in 0(inipni.Mit now a ^ then. 

<It wnH upon KinHioilcrH poor (iarriHuu, loaviu^ i’r 4 K in ^n h h«a*'. 
that tho real Htrofls of lho rolmit foil ; itn fliiliouliioH i^xvAl in‘h‘riK and 
Its losHOR groat. KiiiHiodol did ohnl was |i(».‘<ihlo ; hut all tlnn^a aro nnt 
posulblo on a wookV warning. Ho H|dko.l groat gun**. r-hnoK rt»dh'M 
hundredweights of powder, and UhtHHi Htatui r»r «rni«, nd.» t)*o Uurr; 
he rotiulmtimuHl Uoraos, oxou, without nuinhor; put loinos uiulor tho 
baBtloufi, almost none of whioh wont j»II with tdlot l. lie kept IViJig 
accurately shut, tlio Praguors noruratoly in lho dark ; luuk hi« Jnoa^>uoii 
prudently; and lahoured night and day. One luoinuro I uolo »»l Imu : 
Btringont Proclamation to tho inlmldUnts of IVag. *'Pri«vi«jMn )Mor 
selvcR for throe months; nothing hut aUrviiiouj ala-ad oihnr«it»o/' 
Alas, wo arc to Htaiid a fourth nicgo, then?* »ay ihr Iha^rurfe, \Ua 
whore are pruvdHioiis to ho had? At nmdi and »nx\\ pUica, Uxuw the 
Uoyol l^^agaziMeH only, if you hring a ctutihcrtle and ready nn*np\ ‘ 
Wlioroby KiuHiodcl got delivered of hU meal luwga^ine, far (me ihntg. 
But his diflicultioH otherwise were imtueu»u'. 

'On tho Thursday morning Uilth Nineiuher hn ntarrheil Hu 
wagons had begun the night before; and all night, nnnlduig tan* 
tinuous (Anonymous of Prag^ hearirig them well), thraugh the Kaihhar, 
north-west gnto of Pnig, acniHH llm Molilau llritlge. AH inghi 
that bridge, — Loll merit/, rimd, groat road to the imrlh weal fMUawrd 
finally by tho march of horse and foot But new a }md airendv ded 
abroad, Pivo huiulro.d Paudourn wore In tlie t ay, ha< kotl hy the 
Butchers* lads and other rinluim tV^nu/c/, hotaee the rearguard gnl 
away. Sad tugging and w riggling In ciiiueijueni e, nnuh tumg train 
windows, and iiproarioiiM chaos ; so llml llatiieidaug had at Jaai to 
remount a couple of guns, and htow it off wUh cMe «hat A drilled 
Prussian rearguard htriiggling, with plern roiufHraure, ihraagh a rriil 
bit of burning chaos, W'illi elTect, though hut wiihuul itnlo oUy. Here 
is the Bcono on tho Moldau UridgOi and paiti Umi Ingh lliMiUthin^ maiu 

' CKwwrir <U iii. 73. 

* Second ^ JfMUr from a Cutiren, cic.’ (dair, ajih an* 

p. 17), in IIMH^OfschhhU^ W, n8j 8H. 

* Old Palace of the Iloiiemtan King* (juioujaute i-tu of the 

itcepcit Koyid Silci in the world, 


tu IJUUUlIl^rt I nin J. f nv< «« n*"'’ 

ratal farawoll If it durnt. lUvor in oovoiod with huulour** liriuK out of 
houlH ; Hridgo oiuunnla'rod to lm|)aHHaldlity l»y for»aken wa^iinii, tho 
(Irivorrt of whirh had out tracon and run ; nhoL coiuo« uverhoad from 
tho IlrmlHolnii on oui* much nIioI, lufinito tumult all round \ 
thoroughfnrt' impoHHihlo for two-wlmtdud vehlchs (‘r mon In rank. 
‘Hlalt 1" erica (‘oloncl HrandcM, who lm« eliargo of Iho thiiiff ; divUlcN 
thorn in three: ‘UMrat ono party, deal with thcHo river diuata, that 
Ihnidour do^f^ory ; aecond party, pull Iheau nlray wmkohh to ri^ht ami 
loft, makhi/^ tho way clear ,* tliird party, druf( our own wagons forward, 
Khoulder to nhaft, and yoke them out of shot range; y<m, Captain 
(‘arlowilz/' and ouUh tutmty volunlcuwa logo with CnrlowiU, and drag 
their own cannon, "rttop you forward, keep the gate of tlml llradNchIn 
till we all In tlda manner, ra))id, hard of ntroke, clear headed 

and with atern regtilarity, drilletl lahuit gtdn the hurning NeHHU«‘-»hirt 
wrlgghuColf; and trampn HuciM'MHfully forth with its htvggagj*»4, Ahout 
n A.M,, thiH rearguard of llrande‘/N did ; Hhould linve heen at aeveit. 
right well that It could he at all. 

' ICiiiHiodel, after Hum, gut t(dernhly well to lAdtmeril/ ; left his heavy 
baggage there; then tunnul at an m-ute angle right ofudeard, tonardu 
the Sllunian (kimbn, aa ordered : htlll a good seventy mileH to do, and the 
uwillior getting anowy and the daya iowartln their wlu»rteMt. AViir«e still ; 
tjld 'VVelwHenfelH, luuv in I’ntg with hln Saxon«, In aware that ICInMledel, 
hefore ending, will Umcli on a wild Itigh lying corner of tlm t^am«ltA 
wldch Im Saxon Counlry ; and thitherward \Vei»j^.enfelM ha^ dcNjmtched 
(dieviiller do Saxo (in ph'Uty of time, Novemlier ililth), vvilli borne and 
foot, to waylay iuiedtMhd, and Iduck the entrance of the Nile«ian 
McmntainH ftir him. Whereupon, in the latter (uul of his long manh, 
and ahaoMt uithin Might of home, lUiMur^ the liardent hrunh (tf all fnr 
KlnMjetlel. And, in the dt^Holation of that rtiggcd Htli ciMintry nl the 
I^tUMitz, ” //oc/ucf^A/ (Cjiper ^^^dd)," twenty or morn nnlc« Iroju Hnlinmian 
Kriedland, from his entrance on the M»mntaui Ihirrier and Silesian 
Comln, there are pceneM, which ga>e nwe to a Court Martial iMiftire 
long, h'or unexpectedly, on the winter aftenmon tCcceiolinr lUh), 
Kinniedel, struggling among tim miowM amt {mthlefl4 IlilU, comes u|k}u 
C hevalier de H#ue ami hia Saxon Petaclimenl, entrenched with trees, 
(mow »redou))tM, and a hollow hog dividing us; plamly ntia^saiUlde ; 
and Bland« there, withonl covering, wiihtntl "Moot!, fire, or salt/* saya 
one Kye witness, ’*for the space of fourteen houra.** (ia^ing ghtonuly 
Into it, excliaiiging a few shots, nm ei lain what more to do ; the much 
duhitating Kinniedel. ** At which the men were wi diagoyled amt en 
raged, they deuerletC* {the (meign part td them I fam ) > lu gtoops 
at a time,** says the alo»ve lAe witness. Not to think what hevame of 



losBj in all kiiul^, wntj vory rnnMitlrrahlt'. ilr spMtt lij 

lyoopold out of (liaU, from tho t»tlitM- «idt' of thtt Ctnnli'i. umr\-htut» u 
liolp Eiiusiodel ; “wIm) known, »l Uiis innint'nt, whoro ur wlnthir'r ; 
For the pcuHanU nri' all agalimt un ; niir vt^rv ntuilr^* and Ivri om^ 

spies, Push to the lolt, over the Iltu'linnhl tup, »nnat nt»t vttsf" thinkv 
Einsiedel: ^4h»t i« a Saxon (‘ountry; and -''.4\Mny. thtoiKh ihr 

SoxoiiH Bland entrenched here, with the knife at otir lhr<iat, ar«t not at 
war witli iiH^ oil nOj only allien t»f lier Mnje'tty ol Huni^arv. Ainl nentnil 
othorwiso!" And here, it i» too clear, t)ie t hesalier ile Saiie oUntl« 
entrenched behind hU tre<^ evnd snow; and it the iMUju-muh hour, 
mendoBOrling hy tho hundred, without fire and »uUi..ot * and Nas^ii 
is comlngj—(ioti known hy what road I 
'Einsiodol pinthoa to the left, the Hochwald wav , nod® In U»t> Hmh 
wald too, a Saxon (‘oninmndant waillnK Inin, willi ttrni»«tfn'tl% ohunldpfrd. 
And w'o cannot pass throii|{h ihU moor nkirl of %i^y \ mi, then f*' 

^^Unarmod, yos; your nuiHkeU ran come in wttot >nu/‘ fdpliea 

tho Saxon (Vnninandanl of ^‘‘niouaand ilMnka. Herr ( lun 

mandant; but w'o will not ^Ive you all that tronlde/' wita^pf Kutsiede! 
and his PruNsians ; *^an<l march on, overwhelminK hno wul, j^dite 
nossos/' says 1‘VIedrich ; the apprortch of Naa^o, ati^nr aU. a 

fltrin#fent oivility. Of cimrxe, dioipatch U very re^pnaitp in Koutrdpl ; 
tho (’hovalior, with Ills force, hein^ »tiU waliin htnl I1ie Ptua^miio 
march all nl|^ht, with pitcU-ltukH rtarioK, ulKht® tl thmhi of tlm tdih 
16th Docomlior 17*14, up amouff the hiKhlainl«i there, hoUrr^wK^ 

of tho Biiosian (*om))H; a aiKhi enough tn aatminh iUihp;;4hl. if he 
happened to he out! Ah j(«od chance wonlil Im^e it, N^wu and 
Einsiodol, hy proconcort, partly hy lucky jfueaa uf their M«n, wpre 
hurrying hy tho same road: three heaven rending' cheers ilJeiemher 
10th) when wo got alght of Nawnau j and find that here ie Und ! 
Oooomhor Kith, wo aro ncroHH, hy Uucker^dorf* imt Ur fimm Kfie*t 
land (Hohmisch Friodland, not the Silesian town nf that name, once 
Wallonstoin's) ; -and rojoico now to hmk Imck on lahim d*«nr ‘ » 

These were inlrinile nlrttiigf Mrin-, miifli fwU..-.l uf nt Iht* 
time; llol.henlnirj', Uf'ly Wniravc, Ilnrkf, nii.l kuimii 

figures, concerned in tliem. vSeeiu-n in widt h KrinUit h is intt 
well informed ; who niiieh hlitniefl Kinsii-dfl, an he is «jit to 
do the unsueeesHfuI. Aecouttis exist, Imth fmiii tin* J’russittn 
and from the Saxon side, deciidiendde with indtisln ; not 
now worth deciphering to Knglish nwh-m. Only that lijwl 

‘ Btldtii-Gtitltkhti, ii. iiHi- 5K), 1191 9.4 j i 4js Joi. 
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N<i«,snu, (Iwlls voluntiirily in tnu‘'H nitniiory. And in llu* 

farewell of Kiusietlel withal. hViedrieh hlamea Inin to tin* 

last: though a ('our( -Martial Inul saL on hin east'* some 
inonth.s after, ami honourably acquitied him. (lOOil mditl, 
silent. Kinsiedel ami in some muniliH more, he went to a 
still higher court, got atilt .Htrieter justice: I do not hear 
fxpiXNS.sly that it was the winter ninrclicM^ or .sirain of uiiiui ; 
hut in* (lietl in 1745 ; and (hat Hare of pitchdinks in 

llviluvmhrH country is the lani sceue (if him to w, and tl\e 

end of FrietlrichV unforluuale First Hxpt'dilion iti the .StojuI 
Silesian War. 

‘Foiled, ulliuiately, then, on every point; a tolally ill- 
onlered game on our part \ Fvideuily \vi*, Air onr pari, have 
lH‘eu altogetlier in the wrong, in varitms essential particulars. 
Amendment, that ami no oU»‘r, is ilu* wonl now, Let us 
take the scathe and the Hcorn candidly home to us; and try 
to prepan* fur doing tH*Uer, 'rhe warhl will ecnw mer us. 
Well, the world kmnvn lilllt* about it ; the worhl, if it did 
know, would he partly in the right !' Wise in he who. when 
heaten, leariiH the reasons of it, and ulIrnH thme. dliin 
wisdom, it mmd he owned, is Friedrichs; and nnieh dis 
lingni.shcH 1dm among g(*nerals and men. Veracil v of ndnd. 
tiH I .say, loyal eyedght superior to sophistries ; ntilde iiv^ 
eapacily of self delusion, the root of all gotul tpmlilies in 
man, His e)nlogne to this (‘ampaign is KMoarkahle ; too 
l<)ng for mmling here, except tlu' lirst word of it and the last ; 

' No (ienernl committed more faiths than diil tlu' King in 
this {‘ampaign. ^ 'hhe ctmduct of M. de 'IVattn is a 
model of perfection, wldcli every stdilier that love« his husiness 
ought to hlvnly, and try ti> imitate, if \u* have the talent. 
'J'he King has himself atlmil(e<i thal he reg^artltul this 
(’aiu]jaign as hU wdiool in the Art of War, and M. de UVntui 
ax bin tem’her,' Hut wlml shall we sa\ > * Jhid is often 

better for IVinces than gotai ; ami iusteutl of iutoxicutiiig 

vor. V. n 
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them with presumpt 
modest/^ Let us still 


( 

FRIEDRICH, UNDE 
A 

To the Court of 
Majesty, this wonder 
battle fought, — or am 
manoeuvring and Erie 
French, — was a thin^ 
that Providence had t 

c?:i ah 


CHAI-. v.] I’llKPAHINd FORA 

at! t>«e. 1744I 

trv, from the Btilunu 

while a new Insurrection, ccnniu^ t1 
it54.‘lf over the south oust auti t*nst 
tu(U‘.s ; which wt*re an unpleasant 
did, as we shall see, retpiire to Ih* ; 
muitten ; iimkittg a very fnnthlesu 
and thenmelvea ; hut hy no iuemw 
they once hoped. 

In a like sense, Max*iii 'I'heresa 
wait forth h<*r nmnifesto or Fate 
ever-faithful Siltssian l^»pulHtion.s, * 
tu)t hy lier fault, in hroken ; jml 
'riiat they, acconiingly, are atrsi 
alle*dance to tin* King of IViissin ^ 
it! readiness to sw-'eitr anew to ht* 
gn‘at coudort to s^ich failldul r 
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faster and faster for tl 
devout forms, the genei 
Saxon, Austrian, Briti^ 
much ruined himself, a 
being mere ^Auxiliary’’ 
pretext, now justly fall 
fact, That he had by 
about ^ union,’ r^opene 
rough-ridings in the 
chance of a ^ general u 
Kaiser,’ was extinct foi 
Friedrich’s rapidity 
this as in some othe; 
his situation, not self-c 
remorse, was by no n 
For six months coming 
f.hpmsftlvps. as Kranrp. 


CHAP. V.] PREPARING EO; 

igth Dec. 1744] 

be seen. For he was great! 
his time. And he paid alwa 
well ; few men, in any Centui 
may be led to guess or acknc 
sidering. To see, and sympa 
expected of modern readers, in 
changed conditions of men and 

Friedrich, after despatching 
had delivered the Silesian Arr 
to command in chief during "V 
to Berlin, — many things there 
preparations, reparations, not 
what was the heaviest item of 
exertions. In Schweidnitz, c 
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after my arriving), leai 
24th at latest. Your Sere] 
of-Battle " (which is also Oj 
in. For I will, on the 25t 
those people, cost what i1 
Glatz, and follow them so f 
take your measures, and pi 
you can, that the project m 

And rushed-off accc 
but at Schweidnitz, wh 
became convinced tha 
thought ; not one of 1 
self in it. Upon w] 
hastened back, and, v, 
Potsdam Affairs agai] 
ardently, and I think 


CUM’, v.] PllIOPARING FOI 

19th Dec. X74i{-aist Feb. 1745] 

saddest of errands. His beautiftil ; 
one Sister, Vice-Regents of the Ne 
among the bright couples of the wo 
still-born), while those grand Molda 
poor lady, ever since ; and, at Bnisi 
lies dead. Prince Karl weeping 0 V( 
return. Prince Karl's felicities, pi 
isenith lately, which was very high 
this day. Never more the Happies 
at all) ; still less the Greatest of Ct 
in the tJazetteer judgment, witli d 
suchlike filling the air : before loiif 
renown ; which we shall see sink gi 
even (unjustly) into mvant quantiti 
my masters ! — 

^ Between Traun on the 8outh-w< 
gouth-east, the small Prussian poi 
Troppau-Jiigerndorf region ; more a 
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rouiul hy tho southorn mu\ uh w 

Namjtluu, nolliin^ but war ulmlwimbi in r»vuUr i»r urf^nlar 1 
tlu\ ciMitru ut‘ tliuiii ‘IVmin ; aiul that i\tv nM IV^i^iunn rrallv mu 
tiino to him‘'»'irh>r (ioaliug with Tr^tuu amt tht'iii 

’ Uwa^ m»l till January IHti that l^ld «trim|,% t* 

to his miiui, whirti wa^* a ilitru'uU Jimlt»'r, I’ro^^nt iJm XiMsua Uiv 
mmi’lnul Jirurt ujuin ‘rranii, witli ZirtlMni atuMit. * 

ininrhoil ; atli^r wliirli thu main wrmtlr' waa itmm in a wimk. i 
IfUh, Ohl Ix'ti|iohl ^ut t(» Ju^M’riulurt'; hunnl tim «* lual ‘IVaun 
trntiul at Ja^^omtlorf ; ami tlruw tip, lii l»t:» rr4*ly t*i»r a*»MHU In 
iiuirnhiKi tmJ nt)t Trauu, ramliilty r*iinjmbnf(, juil^ir'4 U tirUrr 
wtmlly away in itm niKtit timo, tlilmuntly nnMrtU Matmun, timti 
tirhlKUH tn'liiml lilin. Ami mi, in ullrrl, to up itm ^iluotan 1 
for tlii« limo. Aftor wliu h, tlnm^ii tlmro rt'iuainrJ « k*uuI tloal u 
tiisNolin^ wilti Pamltmr dotailM, amt »»Mnm ^xpltou ol 

Ih, i'Xt'upl. Umt of la'hwah) in rtrarni^ of tfUt^s. nnltiinK tart 
A'o uau alVonl to Njjoak nf. I^^Oiwaiil a rixplmt, tv'rstu 

(Haim^ ^^'alli« who th^fomliMl (vto^^au hm^ «uuo), wdni Jj ramo tti ti 
of, amt ;<ol nanm nnit Jalo, “ Ariiun of tiwmi, IVtiruarj 

aonu^lhin^^ nlino^^l liiu’ a pilutunl ji^^hi on thr* ^mmll o« alo, U to tin 

in^ t^tVuot : 

' /VionmV^j udrtr i Uh /V^roory ttUt 

la'lnvalti, murrhin)^ in itm Imtlow i^iiunnl nrar Itatintei tiwnrt 
ihn yonnf< Ni'inso llivor, twonty nnU^^» feonlti of tiUt^l, with mtoi 
lltnl (Country frtvw; ttn^ Knomy^ vrlunn )m in nratcti of, appr^ara 
forrO| pfwiUwl on tho upinll K^unmt almtot^ halt itiiliruU 

front of llnnn, ram\<m on Ihnik, ramltnn' muh)tn4o in w multi; a 
In'tokonin^ nmxpnmmlnlily on tlm part oi ihn Knmny. N» Umt 
huH to luko hi'^ it\waanri'« ; wUnly wnll wlimo l!m viut poini 
of that oxtoUHivo AuHtriau junj^Uny* anJ cut in upon ilot toaum 
hiilorahlo ftrft of ulfort, t!m uphill miituml, half atro.un, 

PumlourM, cannon huttorius, ami what IncxpovsimlnUlir* ihtno ma; 
Hululuiul ; Auntrian w ido jutij^lory, Urn root of it «lu a^miolor, ml 
wnnUimuUauoouHly, not too fast ; nay, it Imltrd ami ro laukctl ilw 
ovocj fuuUuK womls ami ([uaKuy ritnloin m iU nviml ; hut wm ah 
out (^<aiu, clUrootcd, atid fumlty Ititohlcd luouo, ha^m«: had 
“ \\\ui‘4ol M"alliM,“ Krkvilrich a«Horta with duo m’»ou, *' wa^i all tl 
uiuCJhnpni; prnyin^c ardently, " to St. VAtm*, ur mm kmn%« not 
‘^'without odW.t ; till they nlmutod to l»im, Hoaton, Sir! ti|f 
arolimt!' upon which ho jiprnn^ to Kaildlo, and «p»u rod with he 
{piquu tivii.v)." ^ 'riml wan tho feat of Iwdiwald, rlcarinjc U 

^ (/•jwNtd^ ^ m. 79, H«i. 
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Country with one good cut ; a skilful Captain ; now getting decidedly 
oldish, close on sixty ; whom we shall meet again a dozen years hence, 
still in harness. 

^ The old Serene Highness himself, face the colour of gunpowder, and 
bluer in the winter frost, went rushing far and wide in an open vehicle, 
which he called his ^^cart''; pusliing-out detachments, supervising 
everything ; wheeling hither and thither as needful ; sweeping-out the 
Pan dour world, and keeping it out ; not much of fighting needed, but 
a great deal of marching” (murmurs Friedrich), which in winter is 
as bad, and wears-down the force of the battalions.” Of all which we give 
no detail ; sufficient to fancy, in this manner, the Old Dessauer tapping 
his wide military wings in the faces of the Pandour hordes, with here 
and there a hard twitch from beak or claws ; tolerably keeping-down the 
1 ‘andour interest all Winter. His sons, Leopold and Dietrich, were 
under him, occasionally beside him ; the Junior Leopold so worn-down 
\ 9 ith feverish gout he could hardly sit on horseback at all, while old 
Papa went tearing about in his cart at that rate,' ^ 

There was, on the 21st of February, Te-deum sung in the 
Churches of Berlin ^ for the Deliverance of Silesia from Inva- 
sion.’ Not that even yet the Pandours would be quite quiet, 
or allow Old Leopold to quit his caii: ; far from it. And 
they returned in such increased and tempestuous state, as will 
again require mention, with the earliest Spring ; — precursors 
to a second, far more serious and deadly Invasion of Silesia’ ; 
for which it hangs yet on the balance whether there will be 
a Te-dewm or a Miserere to sing I 

Hungarian Majesty, disappointed of Silesia, — which, it 
seems, is not to be had ‘ all at once {ehestens), in the form 
of miracle, — makes amends by a rush upon Seek end orf and 
Bavaria ; attacks Seckendorf furiously (‘ Bathyani pressing up 
the Donau Valley, with Browne on one hand, and Barenklau 
on the other ’) in mid-winter ; and makes a terrible hand of 
him ; reducing his ‘ Reconquest of Bavaria ’ to nothing again, 
nay, to less. Of which in due time, 

^ Unternthmitn^ in Ober*Schlesieni tin ter dun Fiirslen Leopold von Anhalt - 
Dessau, im Januarnnd Februar 1745 (Seyfavlh, Beyirdge, i, 141-152); Stenzel, 
iv. 232 ; etc. 


French fully hUend ta Mutve hetUr ticdt *\Viutm l<i 
rkh and ihetr (tcrman AUir.^ ; hi(( tifc prnrni 
xmnotui Aeddenh (NovtMnbi'r April 

AugUHt 1745) 

It IH not liivine nurnrlo, Frinhirh ku<»wii wfll, tluU hi 
him his Into Bnlunniun (‘ompir^ls without, tmltlr fimg 
wttH rash choosing of a plan iiuAmitnhlc without ] 
coo[)crrttion,— culpable hliu(hic»**i to the rlmiuv iimt 1 
would break its pvoiuiKcs, tuul tiot cou[M*mic. Had 
Majesty forgotltMi the Joint SltJck IViuciple. then e 
Majesty has sorrowful cumM* to ivuuMubcv it| from lUi't 
on a Hlill larger scale ! 

UefleelionH, imiignant or exculpatory, on the conduct 
French in this nasinesH an' useless ia Frieilrichi atid 
The* performance, on their jairt, has been nearly the \\o\ 
thovigh their iiilenlions, while the Auntrian Dragon had 
by tlic throat, were doubtless enthusiast ienlty gooil I 
the big Austrian Dragon hchig jerknl away fnnu Ktsj 
Friedrieh's treading on his tail, 500 miles off, they 
cliarmc<l, quite into new enthusiasn), to be ritl of sai<l Di 
and, iuKtead of ehasiug him ueconling iu bargaiiu tc 
destroying hin />ca, that he might be barmlt*H.s thenn 
Freyhurg is a eaptunsi 'Pown, to the 'y\\ mul ghmy of i 
ing France; and iM'uslrich'N ('ainpaign lias gone the n 
ace! The Fnrylmrg IlhuninationH having burnt umt, 
might rise, in the triumphant mind, Home thought of Fri 
again, —perhaps almost of a nmiorsefn! natun* ? (*er 
is, the French intentioUH am muv again mugnauimous 
80 than ever; coupled now with Home attempts at full! 
too; which obliges uh to mention them hem. I’luM 
still a matter of important liope to I'riedrich ; hope 
(lid not quite go out till August eoming. 'riumgh, i 
did tlien go out, in gustn of indignation on Friedrich h 
A nd as the wlmle of these magnunimouM French inlei 
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latter like former, again came to zero, we are interested only 
in rendering them conceivable to readers for Friedrich’s sake, 
— with the more brevity, the better for everybody. Two 
grand French attempts there were; listen, on the threshold, 
a little : 

* * 'It is certain tlio French intend g-loriously; regardless of 
expense. They are dismantling Freyburg, to render it harmless hence- 
forth. But, withal, in answer to the poor Kaiser's shrieks, they have 
sentSegur' (our old Linz friend), 'with 12,000, to assist Seckendorf; 
"the bravest troops in the world,” ’ — who did bravely take one beating 
(at PfafFenhofen, as will bo seen), and go home again. 'They have 
Coigny guarding those liJie Brisgau Conquests. And are furthermore 
diplomatising diligently, not to say truculently, in the Rhine Countries ; 
bullying poor little fat Kur-lVier, lean Kur-Kbln and others, "To join 
the Frankfurt Union ” (not one of whom would, under menace),— 
though " it is the clear duty of all Reich's-Princes with a Kaiser under 
oppression : "—and have marched Maillebois, directly after Freyburg, 
into the Aliddle-Rhine Countries, to Kdln Country, to Mainz Country, 
and to and fro, in support of said compulsory diplomacies ; — but without 
the least effect.' 

To the ' Middle-Rhiiie Countries,’ observe, and under Maillebois, 
then under Conti, little matter under whom : only let readers recollect 
the name of it; — for it is the First of the French Attempts to do some- 
thing of a joint-stock nature ; something for seif a7id Allies, instead of 
for self only. It caused great alarm in those months, to Britannic George 
and others ; and brought out poor Due d'Ahremberg with portions (no 
English included) of the poor Pragmatic Army, to go marching about in 
the winter-slushes, instead of resting in bed*^ — and is indeed a very 
loud business in the old Gazettes and books, till August coming. Busi- 
ness which almost broke poor D’Ahremherg’s heart, he says, 'till once I 
got out of it' (was turned out, in fact): Business of Pragmatic Army, 
under D’Aliremberg, versus Middle-Rhine Army under Maillebois, under 
Conti ; Business now wholly of Zero versus Zero to us, — except for a few 
dates and reflex glimmerings upon King Friedrich. Result otherwise — 
We shall see the result ! 

'Attempt Second was still more imi)ortaut to Friedrich ; being directed 
upon the Kaiser and Bavaria. Bcllcisle is to go thither and take survey; 
Belleisle thither first : you may judge if the intention is sincere. Valori 
is quite eloquent upon it. Directly after Freyburg, says he, Sechelles, 
that first of Commissaries, was sent to Mimcheo. Sechelles cleared-up the 


^ Adelung, iv. 276, 420 (‘ Dec. 1744— June 1745 ’). 



Ijnpi'rinl Mftjonty hIhiH luno Ma^u^aui’i L«<ius, rr-^^rr 

exjuMWo; yiMir Anity, ^uth ttiiuli us*'?* «n*l • 

l'’i‘inu‘lv), hIuUI Ih^ riiinoil tu UfUrsitii Ui^u " \ 

luivo IukoIhUiU, iho \\XHi UnuK* U»4!rv»!r> I 

Acoulonl In tlio Ilwr/. ; nn*\ iiU vH»nl Iiumi iUaI liiup AUn 

iu(li‘i|iutn|jly, mU ! ‘Anil Ai'inlrnl * rAtsum i', 

‘ 'ri»P truth In, AttflUpt Stt* 0 thl^ »nii i hirt, I'nikrv ilim H «t 
(lUlhyftui lu'uling it U) viUl W oocti^, Utils' fum« i»f i 

fully rt^cliUK on Atlninpt h'irtt ; t^htrh ImA lUo lik^ l«trt aiOnr' 
hitur ; Hinl thorn wm no Thini tumW Ami, »m f«»t, ffum tho 
thnt Intlor tiounhrottk, Atij(Uttt, tir osol of Jjjlyi 17 4A' hmuI 
eH)>ni’iuUy from 'J^oytoiuhor UHh/ hy vnhuh tutm 
Ihin^H liml happonmli nhlcli ho ^haU hrai rUi, ^ iho I'lrut'h w 
Hlton^'lhor nut ol lionnan rntannhunonf^ , atul i i»n* ru!ta?rj| chr 
upon tlin NuthorlmtiUt llitirn til ilnnmhah hi® llui^nttu ^ 

UkuUur uuU’rprlHO, TliU wnn a cmitair' to ^hoh, dm 

llro|;flio ami ihn Orinannuo, limy ha»l himn in*nir' an«l tmno 
inclining', '‘NiUhinx for u^i hut )»»o on h*»a, t»» Im luA »u imn 
und HO titoy nt lioil frankly ^(avo up Ihul U.ui t%»*u^{ry. I fm> jouj^ 
In tlio Nothorluinirt, with ^roat Jin!rnnlnur nf ejo»o»3^ undm 
(hunbovhvnd and Cmujvany. *i’ho> did aUn «imm ‘smi u 

- nnd loft Kriodrirli In hoar tlm hrunl m tiiununy, too ^^Ud i 
unnlhor worn thorn to lukn (iorinanv nft ihoar Imnd ? lAn dre* h'a 
on hin arrlviitfc ut thU ('on^uinnmfinn, and during fiNKf^dunl * 
UtwuviU Itj whioh wuH prnlty aloiuly all wlon^ (uuu thorn fuat ‘'‘dti 
httu (po«/rj( maui//rrjjy* pniroduro'** worn winpl) known in I*ai 
V ulorl, luul luuy i)U runuoivtMl hy roMilora,' w)m aro aljj^daly Milon 
the diUoN of tluuu at fnrthoal. And now for ilm Jlolloiolo Airldisf 
thoHo fuint pndiininnry lifthta. 

Strung* ArntlnU to ^fnrtrh^li tk //» //* in iht- tin 
Afnnndii/M (-OlU UriTUiUrv ll kk) 

Siogt' of Froyhiirg being eonjjiletett, utal the Hiu 
most other Ihingn (except nlwityn the hn'^liou*»v nhi 
blow-u))) bei))g tel into Iheir old tdonuteh then-, Mnn-i 
JJelluiHle, who is to hove a chief maimgeuient h‘*ncrfo 
the Mont ChriHlian King recognising liim agnin aa hi'* 
limn in war or iHJUce, --suIh forth on a lt»ng lour of m 
^ V.dwri, k 
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sion, of diplomacy and general arrangement, to prepare 
matters for the next Campaign. Need enough of a Belleisle : 
what a business zve have made of it, since Friedrich trod on 
the serpent’s tail for us ! Nothing but our own Freyburg to 
show for ourselves ; elsewhere, mere downrush of everything 
whitherward it liked ; — and King Friedrich got into such a 
humour I Friedrich must be put in tune again ; something 
real and good to be agreed on at Berlin : let that be the last 
thing, crown of the whole. The first thing is, look into 
Bavaria a little; and how the Kaiser, poor gentleman, in 
want of all requisites hut goodwill, can be put into something 
of fighting posture. 

^In the end of November, Marechal Due de Eelleisle, with his 
Brother the Chevalier (now properly the County there having been pro- 
motions), and a great retinue more, alights at Munch en ; holds council 
with the poor Kaiser for certain days : — Money wanted ; many things 
wanted ; and all things, we need not doubt, much fallen out of square. 
" Those Seckendorf troops in their winter-quarters,” say our French in- 
spectors and Se'gur people, as usual, Do but look on it, your Excel- 
lency ! Scattered, along the valleys, into the very edge of Austria ; 
Austria will swallow them, the first thing, next year ; they will never 
rendezvous again except in the Austrian prisons. Surely, Monseigneur, 
only a man ignorant of war, or with treasonous intention,” — (or ill-off 
for victuals), — could post troops in that way? Seckendorf is not 
ignorant of war!” say they.^ For, in fact, suspicion runs high; and 
there is no end to the accusations just and unjust; and Seckendorf is 
as ill treated as any of us could wish. Poor old soul. Probably nobody 
in all the Earth, but his old Wife in the Schloss of A 1 tenburg, has any 
pity for him, — if even she, which I hope. He has fought and diploma- 
tised and intrigued in many countries, very much ; and in his old days is 
hard bestead. Monseigneur, whose part is rather that of Jove the Cloud- 
compeller, is studious to be himself noiseless amid this noise ; and makes 
no alteration in the Seckendorf troops; but it is certain he meant to do 
it, thinks Valori.’ 

And indeed Seckendorf, tired of the Bavarian bed-of-roses, had 
])rivately fixed with himself to quit the same ; — and does so, inexorable 
to the very Kaiser, on New-Year arriving.^ Succeeded byThdrriug (our 
old friend Dru?n Tlidrring), if that be an improvement. Marechal do 
Belleisle has still a long journey ahead, and infinitely harder problems 

Seckendorf 5 Leben^ p. 365. 


^ Valori, i. 206. 
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than these, — assuagement of the King of Prussia, for example. Lot us 
follow his remarkable steps. 

" Wednesday Qth December the Mardchal leaves Munchon, north- 

wards through CEttingen and the Bamberg-Ansjiach regions towards 
Cassel ; — journey of some three hundred and iifty miles .’ with a great 
retinue of his own; with an escort of two Iiiindred liorse from tie 
Kaiser; these latter to prevent any outfall or insult in the Ingolata t 
quarter, where the Austrians have a garrison, not at all very tight y 
blocked by the Seckendorf people thereabouts. No insult or outfall 
occurring, the Marechal dismisses his escort at CEttingen ; fares for war 
in his twenty coaches and fourgons, some score or so of vehicles : more 
neutral Imperial Countries henceforth, where the Kaiser’s Agent^ as 
Marechal de Belleisle can style himself, and Titular Prince of tho 
German Empire withal, has only to pay liis way. By Donauwiirtli, by 
CEttingen ; over the Doiiau acclivities, then down tlie jilcasant Valley of 
the Mayn.* 

* Sunday 13M December, Marechal de Belleisle arrives at IJuuau * (^vhere 
we have seen Conferences held before now, and Carteret, Prince Karl 
and great George our King very busy), ^ there to confer with Marshals 
Coiguy, Maillebois and other high men. Commanders in those Rhine 
parts. "^Vho all come accordingly, except Marechal Maillebois, who ia 
sorry that he absolutely cannot ; but will surely do himself tho honour 
as Mouseigueur returns.* As Monseigneur returns! 'And so, on 
Monday 14th, Monseigneur starts for Cassel ; say a hundred miles right 
north ; where we shall meet Prince Wilhelm of Hesseu-Cassel, ft zealous 


Ally ; inform him how his Troops, under Weekend orf, are posted ’ (at 
N ilfihofen yonder ; hiding how perilous their post is, or promising 
alterations); ^perhaps rest a day or two, consulting as to the common 
weal ; How the King of Prussia takes our treatment of him f How to 
smooth the King of Prussia, and turn him to harmony again ? W e are 
approaclnug the true nodus of our business, difficulty of difficulties ; and 
W ilhelrn, the wise Landgraf, may afford a hint or two. Thus travels 
magnanimous Belleisle iu twenty vehicles, a man loaded with weighty 
matters, in these deep IVinter months ; suffering dreadfully from rheu- 
matic neur gic ailments, a Doctor one of his needfulest equipments ; 
and has the hardest problem yet ahead of him. 

“nsultations are happily lost altogether ; buried 
wo IH "h .1 "T' bint, — all except as to what road to Berlin 
Tthe V, low-lyit.g country, 

thirtv »« winter; but it runs a hundred and 

^jndes to right, before ever slartiug northward; such a round- 


* See /'tft lew tf thjt 


about. Not to say that tho Saxons are allies of Aiistna^— if there be 
anything in that Enemies, they, to the Most Christian King: though 
surely, again, wo are on Kaiser’s business, nay, wo are titular Prince of 
tlio lieicli,*' for that nmtlor, such tho Kaiser’s grace to us ? Woll ; it Is 
better perhaps to avoid tho Saxon Territory, And, of course, the Hano- 
verian much moi'o ; tliroiigh whicli lies tho other Great Road ! “ Go by 

tho Harz,” advises Landgraf Wilhelm: rugged Hill Country; hut 

it is your hypo ton ubo towards Berlin ; passos at onco, or nearly so, 
from Cassol Territory into Piuissian : a rugged road, but a shorter and 
safer,” That is tho road Belloislo resolves upon. Twenty carriages; 
his Brother the Cliovalier and himself occupy one; and always tho 
courier ridoB l)oibro, ordering forty poBt-horsca to ho ready harnessed. 

^ Sandni/ 20th Umimlw.r 1744, In Uiis way they liavo climbed the 
enstorn shin of tlio Harz Range, where the Harz is capable of wliecl- 
oarriagos ; and liopo now to descend, this night, to Halborstadt ; and 
thonco rapidly by level roads to Berlin. It is sinking towni'ds dark ; 
tho courier is forward to Elbingerodo, ordering forty horses to ho out. 
Houghisii uphill road ; winter in tho sky and earth, winter vapours and 
tumbling wind-gusts : westward, in torn storm-cloak, the Brocken, with 
its witch-danccH ; higldand Goslar, and ghoHt of Henry tho Fowler, on 
tlio other side of it. A multifarious wizard Country, much ovorlimig by 
g-oblin romtnisKonccB, witch-dances, sorcorors’-sab baths and tho like, — if 
a rhoiimatio gentleman oared to look on it, in the cold twilight Brrh 1 
Waste chasmy uplands, snow-clioked torrents ; wild people, gloomy 
firs I Hero at lust, by one’s watch /> p.nr., is lillbiiigorodo, uncomfort- 
able llLtlo Town ; and it is to l)e hoped tlie forty post-horses are ready. 

^ Behold, while tlie forty po.st-liorses are getting ready, a thing takes 
place, most unoxjiocted ;— wliicli made tlio name of Elliliigorodo famous 
for eight month « to come. Of which lot us hastily give the hare facts, 
Fiuicy making of Uiem what she can. Was Moiisoigiiour aware tliat this 
Elhingeroda, with a patch of territory round it, is Hanoverian ground ; 
DUO of those distracted patches or ragged outskirts frequent in tho 
Gorman map? Prussia Is not yet, and IIoHsen-CaHsel has ceased to ho. 
Undoubtedly Hanoverian I Apparently tlie Landgraf and Monseignour 
had not tli ought; of that. But MUnchlmuson of Hanover, spies inform- 
ing liim, had. 'I'ho Bailiff (Vogt, Aduooa^ns) has gathered twenty Jlhjer* 
(oHloial (iamekeeperH) ^with tho guns, and a select idle Sunday popula- 
tion of tho place with or without guns: tho Vogt stops forward, and 
inciuires for MoiiHeigneur’a piiHsjiort. passport, no need of any I” 

— ^M^ardon 1 ” and HignifiOH to MonHoignour, on tho part of George 
Elector of Hanover, King of Great Britain, Franco and Trolaiid, that 
MonHoignour is arrested ! 

^ Moiisoiguour, wltli compressed or incompressible feelings, indignantly 



complies,— what could he else, unfortunate rlieumatic gentleman ?— ami 
is plucked away in such sudden manner, he for one, out of that big 
German game of his raising. The twenty vehicles are dragged different 
roads ; towards Schar2:fels, Osterode, or 1 know not where,— handiest 
roads to Hanover;— and Monseigueur himself has travelling treatment 
which might be complained of, did not one disdain complaint:^ 
Brother parted from me, nay, my Doctor, and my Interpreter ; not 
even speech possible to me.^ That was the Belleisle Accident in the 
Harz, Sunday Evening 20th December 1744 . 

'Afflicted indignant Valori, soon enough apprised, runs to Friedrich 
with the news, — greets Friedrich with it just alighting from that 
Silesian run of his own. Friedrich, not without several other things 
to think of, is naturally sorry at such news ; sorry for his own sake 
even ; but not overmuch. Friedrich refuses "to despatch a party of 
horse, and cut-out Marechal de Belleisle. "That will never do, nion 
cher !** — and even gets into froides plaisanUries : '' Perhaps the Marechal 
did it himself? Tallard, prisoner after Blenheim, made Peace y you 
know, in England?"' — and the like; which grieved the soul of Valori, 
and convinced him of Friedrich’s inhumanity, in a crying case. 

' Belleisle is lugged-on to Hanover ; his case not doubtful to Miincli- 
hausen, or the English Ministry, — though it raised great argument, 
"was the capture fair, was it unfair? Is he entitled to exchange by 
cartel, or not entitled?” and produced, in the next eight months, much 
angry animated pamphleteering and negotiation. For we liear by and 
by, he is to be forwarded to Stade, on the Hamburg sea-coast, where 
English Seventy-fours are waiting for him ; his case still undecided ; — 
and, in effect, it was not till after eight months that he got dismissal. 
“ Lodged handsomely in Windsor Palace,” in the interim ; free on his 
parole, people of rank very civil to him, though the Gazetteers were 
sometimes ill-tongued, — had he understood their paiois, or concerned 
himself about such things.^ 

' It was a current notion among contemporary mankind, this of Fried- 


^ Letter of Belleisle next morning, ‘Neuhof, 2ist December, 9 A.M.’ (in 
Valoriy i. 204), to Miinchhausen at Hanover,- — by no possibility ‘to Valori,’ as 
the distracted French Editor has given it ! 

® ' Ttusday 18M Ftb't^ary^ (ist March 1745), ‘Marshal Belleisle landed at 
Harwich ; lay at Greenwich Palace, having crossed Thames at the Isle of Dogs ; 
next morning, about lo, set out, in a coach-and-six, Colonel Douglas and two 
troops of horse escorting; arrived 3 P.M., — by Camberwell, Clapham, Wands- 
worth, over Kingston and Staines Bridges,— at Windsor Castle, and the apart- 
ments ready for him.* ^Gtniltmav^s Magazinty 1745, 107*) Was let go I3tli 

(24th) August, again with great pomp and civilities {ib. p. 442). See Adelung, 
iv. 299, 346 ; V. 83, 84. 



richj thnt BoUolslo's napUiro might ho a more collusion, luonnt to bring 
a!>out a Poaco in that 'ralinrd fash lou,— wide of the truth as such a 
notion is, far as any Peace was from following. To llri tannic Goorgo 
and his Ilanovorians it liad moroly Boomed, IToro was a chiof War- 
Captain and Diplomatist among tlio Prench ; the pivot of all tlioso 
world-wido movements, os Valori dofiues him j which pivot, a chance 
offering, it wore well to twitch from its socket, and soe wlint would 
follow. Porliaps notliing will follow ; next to nothing? A world, all 
waltzing in mad war, is not to bo stopped by noting on any j)ivot ; your 
waltzing world will find new pivots, or do witliout any, und porhapa 
only waltz the more madly for wanting tho principal one/ 

This withdrawal of BelleiHlc, the one Jfrenchman rcsj)ccl;e(l 
by PVicdrittli, or inucli interested for his own sake in things 
German, is reckoned a main cause why the Frcmch Alliance 
turned-out so ill for Friedrich ; and why l^rench cflbrt took 
more and more a Netherlands direction thenceforth, and those 
new French magnanimities on Fi’iedrich'’s behalf issued in 
futility again. Probably they never could have issued in 
very much : but it is cei'tain that, from this point, they also 
do become zero ; and that Friedrich, froni his French alliance, 
rca))ed from first to last nothing at all, except a great deal of 
oblocpiy from German iieighbonrH, and from the .1‘ronoh side 
endless trouble, anger and disa])poiutment in every ))arbiciilai*. 
Which might be a joy (thongb not unmixed) to Britannic 
Majesty and the suhlle fowlers who had ginned this fine 
Belleisle bir<l in its ilight over tlie ITarz Hange P Tliougli 
again, had llu*y passively let him wing his way, and he had 
‘to be (k>mmandcir and Manager,** as was in agitation, — 
he, BolleiHle and in (ienmuiy, insh^ud of Marcchul do Saxe 
with the Nitlherlands m chii^f sceiio, — what an advantage 
might that have beim to them ! 


The JCaixSvr Jiarl VJI, ffets secured ^ from OppressUms^ in a traffic 
Way, l^riednch jrrojmscs Pcace^ hut to no purpose 

A still sadder cross for Friedrich, in the current of foreign 
Accidents and Diplomacies, wfis the next that befell; exactly 
vou V. K 
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a month later, — at Mimchen, 20th January 174i6. Hardly 
was Belleisle’s back turned, when her Hungarian Majesty, by 
her Bathyani and Company, broke furiously in upon the poor 
Kaiser and his Seckendorf-Scgur defences. Belleisle had not 
reached the Harz, when all was going topsy-turvy there again, 
and the Donau-Valley fast falling back into Austrian hands. 
Nor is that the worst, or nearly so. 

^ Milncherij 20th January 1745. This day poor Kaiser Karl laid down 
his earthly burden here, and at length give all his enemies the slip. He 
had been ill of gout for some time ; a man of much malady always, with 
no want of vexations and apprehensions, Too likely the Austrians will 
drive him out of Muiichen again ; then nothing but furnished lodgings, 
and the French to depend upon. He had been much chagrined by some 
Election, just done, in the Chapter of Salzburg.^ The Archbishop there, 
— it was Firmian, he of the Salzburg Emigration^ memorable to readers, — 
had died, some while ago. And now, in flat contradiction to Imperial 
customs, prerogatives, these people had admitted an Austrian Garrison ; 
and then, in the teeth of our express precept, had elected an Austrian to 
their beueflce ; what can one account it but an insult as well as an 
injury ? And the neuralgic maladies press sore, and the gouty twinges ; 
and Belleisle is seized, perhaps with important papers of ours ; and tho 
Seckendorf-Segur detachments were ill placed ; nay, here are the Austrians 
already on the throat of them, in mid-winter 1 It is said, a ba])b]ing 
valet, or lord-in-waiting, happened to talk of some skirmish that had 
fallen out (called a battle, in the valet rumour), and how ill the French 
and Bavarians had fared in it, owing to their ill behaviour. And this, 
add they, proved to be the ounce-weight too much for the so heavy-laden 
back. 

^The Kaiser took to bed, not much complaining ; patient, mild, though 
the saddest of all mortals ; and, in a day or two, died. Adieu, adieu, ye 
loved faithful ones ; pity me, and pray for me I Pie gave his W^ife, poor 
little fat devout creature, and his poor Children (eldest lad, his Pleir, 
only seventeen), a tender blessing; solemnly exhorted them, To eschew 
ambition, and be warned by his example ; — to make their peace with 
Austria ; and never, like him, try cottl e duro callOj and what the charity 
of Christian Kings amounts to. This counsel, it is thought, the Empress 
Dowager zealously accedes to, and will impress upon her Son. Tliat is 
the Austrian and Cause-of-Liberty account: King P'riedrich, from tho 
other side, has heard a directly opposite one. How the Kaiser, at the 


1 Adelung, iv, 249, 276, 313. 
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point of deathj exhorted liis son, ^^Never forget the services which the 
King of France and the King of Prussia have done us, and do not repay 
them with ingratitude.” ^ The reader can choose which he will, or reject 
both into tlie region of the uncertain, ^^Karl Albert’s pious and 
affectionate demeanour drew tears from all eyes,” say the bystanders : 
^^the manner in which he took leave of his Empress would have melted 
a heart of stone,” He was in his forty-eighth year ; he had been, of all 
men in his generation, the most conspicuously unhappy.’ 

What a downrush of confusion there ensued on this event, 
not to Bavaria alone, but to all the world, and to Eng 
Friedrich more than another, no reader can now take the 
pains of conceiving. The ^Frankfurt Union,’ then, has gone 
to air 1 Here is now no ^ Kaiser to be delivered from 
oppression ’ : here is a new Kaiser to be elected, — ‘ Grand- 
Duke Franz the man,’ cry the Pragmatic Potentates ’with 
exultation, ‘ no Belleisle to disturb 1 ’ — and questions arise 
innumerable thereupon. Will France go into electioneering 
again ? The new Kur-Baiern, only seventeen, poor child, 
cannot be set-up as candidate. What will France do with 
him ; what he with France ? Whom can the French try as 
Candidate against the Grand-Duke ? Kur-Sachsen, the Polish 
Majesty again ? Belleisle himself must have paused uncertain 
over such a welter, — and probably have done, like the othei'S, 
little or nothing in it, but left it to collapse by natural 
gravitation. 

Hungarian Majesty checked her Bavarian Armaments a 
little : ^ If perhaps this young Kur-Baiern will detach himself 
from France, and on submissive terms come over to us?’ 
Whereupon, at Munchen, and in the cognate quarters, such 
wriggling, dubitating and diplomatising, as seldom was, — 
French, Anti-French (Seckendorf busiest of all), straining 
every nerve in that way, and for almost three months, nothing 
coming of it, — till Hungarian Majesty sent her Biirenklaus 
and Bathyanis upon them again ; and these rapidly solved 
the question, in what way we shall see 1 

(Euvres dt Fridiric^ iii, 92 5 — and see contra) in Adelung, iv. 314^5 

in Coxe, etc. 


rneclnch has still his hopes oi Bavaria, so grandiloquent 
are the French in regard to it ; who but would hope ? The 
French diplomatise to all lengths in Mlinchen, promising seas 
and mountains ; but they perform little ; in an effectual 
manner, nothing. Bavarian ‘ Army raised to 6 0,00 O,** counts 
in fact little above half that number ; with no General to it 
but an imaginary one ; Scgur's actual French contingent, 
instead of 25,000 is perhaps 12,000 ; — and so of other 
things. Add to all which, Seckendorf is there, not now as 
War-General, but as extra-official ^Adviser’; busier than 
ever, — ‘ scandalous old traitor ! say the French ; — and 
Friedrich may justly fear that Bavaria will go, by collapse, a 
bad road for him, 

Friedrich, a week or two after the Kaiser’s death, seeing 
Bavarian and Fi*ench things in such a hypothetic state, 
instructs his Ambassador at London to declare his, Friedrich’s, 
perfect readiness and wish for Peace : ‘ Old Treaty of Breslau 
and Berlin made indubitable to me ; the rest of the quarrel 
has, by decease of the Kaiser, gone to air,’ To which the 
Britannic Majesty, rather elated at this time, as all Pragmatic 
people are, answers somewhat in a careless way, ‘Well, if the 
others like it 1 ’ and promises that he will propose it in the 
proper quarter. So that henceforth there is always a hope 
of Peace through England ; as well as contrariwise, especially 
till Bavaria settle itself (in April next), a hope of great 
assistance from the French. Here are potentialities and 
counter-potentialities, which make the Bavarian Intricacy 
very agitating to the young King, while it lasts. And 
indeed his world is one huge imbroglio of Potentialities 
and diplomatic Intricacies, agitating to behold. Concerning 
which wc have again to remark how these huge Spectres of 
Diplomacy, now filling Friedrich’s world, came mostly in 
result to Nothing; — shaping themselves wholly, for or against, 
in exact proportion, direct or inverse, to the actual Quantity 
of Battle and effective J'erformance that happened to be 
found in Friedrich himself. Diplomatic Spectralities, wide 
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Fatamorganas of hope, and hideous big Bugbears blotting-out 
the sun : of these, few men ever had more than Friedrich at 
this time. And he is carefu], none careful er, not to neglect 
his Diplomacies at any time ; — though he knows, better than 
most, that good fighting of his o^vn is what alone can 
determine the value of these contingent and aerial quantities, 
— mere Lapland witchcraft the greater part of them. 

A second grand Intidcacy and difficulty, still more enigmatic, 
and pressing the tighter by its close neighbourhood, was that 
with the Saxons. ^ Are the Saxons enemies; are they friends? 
Neutrals at lowest ; bound by Treaty to lend Austria troops ; 
but to lend for defence merely, not for offence I Could not 
one, by good methods, make friends with his Polish Majesty ?** 
Friedrich was far from suspecting the rages that lurked in 
the Polish Majesty, and least of all owing to what. Owing 
to that old Moravian-Foray business ; and to his, Friedrich’s, 
behaviour to the Saxons in it ; excellent Saxons, who had 
behaved so beautifully to Friedrich 1 That is the sad fact, 
however. Stupid Polish Majesty has his natural envies, 
jealousies, of a Brandenburg waxing over his head at this 
rate. But it appears, the Moravian Foray entered for a 
great deal into the account, and was the final overwhelming 
item. Briihl, by much descanting on that famous Expedi- 
tion, — with such candid Eyewitnesses to appeal to, such 
corroborative Staff-officers and appliances, powerful on the 
idle heart and weak brain of a Polish Majesty, — has brought 
it so far. Fixed indignation, for intolerable usage, especially 
in that Moravian-Foray time : fixed ; not very malignant, 
but altogether obstinate (as, I am told, that of the pacific 
sheep species usually is) ; which carried Brlihl and his Polish 
Majesty to extraordinary heights and depths in years coming! 
But that will deserve a section to itself by and by. 

A third difficulty, privately more stringent than any, is 
that of Finance. The expenses of the late Bohemian Expedi- 
tion, ‘Friedrich’s Army costing 75,000Z. a month,’ have been 





excessive^ -w-.- ^ ^ oAAAnn/' 

way essential, there are, by rigorous arithmetic, JU0,UUU4* 

needed. A frugal Prussia raises no new taxes ; pays its Wai*s 
from ‘ the Treasure," from the Fund saved beforehand for 
emergencies of that kind; Fund which is running low, 
threatening to be at the lees if such drain on it continue. 
To fight with effect being the one sure hope, and salve for all 
sores, it is not in the Army, in the Fortresses, the Figliting 
Equipments, that there shall be any flaw left I Fiuedricli s 
budget is a sore problem upon him ; needing endless shift 
and ingenuity, now and onwards, through this war : — already, 
during these months, in the Berlin Schloss, a great deal of 
those massive Friedrich-Wilhelm plate Sumptuosities, especi- 
ally that unparalleled Music-Balcony up stairs, all silver, has 
been, under Fredersdorfs management, quietly taken away ; 
‘carried over, in the night-time, to the 

And, in fact, no modern reader, not deeper in that dis- 
tressing story of the Austrian-Succession War than readers 
are again like to be, can imagine to himself the difficulties of 
Friedrich at this time, as they already lay disclosed, and kept 
gradually disclosing themselves, for months coming; nor will 
ever know what perspicacity, patience of scanning, shai’pness 
of discernment, dexterity of management, were required at 
Friedrich"s hands ; — and under what imrainency of peril, too ; 
victorious deliverance, or ruin and annihilation, wavering fear- 
fully in the balance for him, more than once, or ratlier all 
along. But it is certain the deeper one goes into that 
hideous Medea’s Caldron of stupidities, once so flamy, now 
fallen extinct, the more is one sensible of Friedrich"s diffi- 
culties ; and of the talent for all kinds of Captaincy,— by no 
means in the Field only, or perhaps even chiefly, — ^that was 
now r^uired of him. Candid readers shall accept these hints 
and do their best Friedrich himself made not the least 
complaint of men’s then misunderstanding him; still less will 
he now . \\ e, keeping lienceforth the Diplomacies, the vaporous 
^ Orlich, ii» 126-128. 
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ivml gononu oi I'ucit^nu ojurn.’^ vvuu 

aiul s))oelralilit‘.H, wi^ll v\iult'rgvoujul, hu fur ivm 
1^ to U'luvl conieij up lui pmrtinvl IVrttuumuct^ K\n 
part, and try to give iutelligitdr umiurjt uf* ilmt. 

Hays, he is gmilly ehniigtsl, luul for the iK^llert by 
. rovcm’8 of fortune. All the world ruUia*^ it. 

No longer that brief infalliliitity of unuiuer ; tlmt 
it air, that politely dUdainful view of \Mlort atul 
: lie luvH now ue<*<l of men, (\m\plainn nut lung, 
fill, (]ui 7 , 7 .ieal ; anlenlly Iuihy to * griiul out the 
as our proverb in ; Inin n mild lunimne 
jj of modcHly, almo?<t of piety in him. Helji uu\ 
n’omo lh)wer, Maker of men, if my purptm-.** mr 
Though one doea not go upon the IVavri^i of 
ail’s, or apply through Ht. Vitu« ami t»neh ehaitneho 
/ be Homuthing of tmlhenlic petition to Heiuen in 
jilts of that young man. lie is grown very nmiahle ; 
jomest young hit of Koyallv now going. He inu^it 
next Summer, or it will go hard with him ! 


oiiAP^rioii VI 

(U)KS ON AN KI.KtTIONKKUiNO MISSION TO 

rue in Jaiuiiirv, a tu*w I'Venehman, a * C lu-vidiev tie 
i! the name is known to nnyhoily, wnn here at 
oiiHulling, settling about muhml inteu ami 
Since IlelleiHle in Mialehed frtJin U'^, it in 
(knirl(‘M .Nluuild eoiiie; uml |ii(Hhn*e what hr hai 
of H(*lllemenl, I should f(‘iir, of drlluitr jiiiigiam 
lold \val(*r; in reg/u’d (o War operatnnin rlnrtlv a 
.>1 elouds.^ I'or I he iml, thr* Ilavarian qiu ntion ; 
* S|K-cimrijs ui in m Urtukr, lu. 


tiuci very spticuuuyj vvim tiu* uuw linijjeiui i.i uw i«: r ’ iving 
of roliuul, thinks your Rfajesly P V- Hy all luoaus,’ auK^vors 
Fricdriol), ^ if you can 1 i)elac*h liun from Austria; tlmt 
will h(‘ well!’ Wliieh was verkoued uiiiguuniiuous, at least 
public-spirited, in I’Vicdrioh ; considering what Saxony's 
behaviour to him had alrtMuly been, ‘ By all means, his 
Polish Majesty for K/iiser; do our utmost, h'xcollcncicH 
Valori, Clourlen and Company !’ answem l*’riiHirichv - and for 
his own part, 1 observe, is intensely busy upon Army mattera, 
looking after the main chance, 

And so Valori is to go to Drt'sden, atul inanng(' this cloud 
or cobwebbery department of Ihe tiling; namely, pei-suade Ids 
Polish Majesty to stand for the Kaisorshij) ; ‘‘ Uaiern, Pfaly., 
3C()ln, Brandenburg, there are four votes, Sire; your own is 
five: sure of carrying it, your Polish J\IajtMtv ; hacked by the 
Most Christian King, and Ids Allies and resources I” And 
Polish Majesty does, for his own share, very muc!\ desire to 
be Kaiser, Put none of us yet knows how he is tiod-U[) by 
Austria, Anti-Friedrich, Anti-French considendions ; and can 
only ‘accept if it is ollercd me’ ; thrice-willing to a(Te|)l, if it 
will fall into my nunitli ; which, on those terms, it has so 
little chance of doing! — Saxony and its myslerious affaii's and 
intentioTiH having been, to Friedricdi, a riddle and trouble and 
astouishiucnt, during all lids C’aiupaign, xvad(U'H ought to know 
tile fact well; — -and no reader could si and the del ails of such 
a fact. Here, in condensed form, are some scraps of Fxcei'iit; 
wliich enable us to go with Valori on this Drescle Mission, 
and look for ourselves : 

1®* FriediicVs Pos^tlioii towauh Stuvoni/ 

^ ‘liy known Tretity, the Polish MajoHty Ib hound to nsHlnt t,!\o 
Hungavimi witli Jli^OUOmonj ‘'‘’whonovm’ hn’jitlrd in lier own (loininloiiH,** 
Polish MnjuHty Imcl 2(h()0f) in tlio field for tlmt ohjcc.t lately, —part of 
thorn, BjOOO of them, hired ))y liritannio sulmidy, an he allcf^cs. Tho 
qucBtiou now i«, Will Siixouy asnist Austria in invading Hilcsia, with or 
without Britannic Rubsidy? Priedrioh liopcs that this is ImpOHsildo. 
Friedrich is doo])ly unaware of tlio humour lio has raised againsl him- 
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Moravian Foray; with what a perfect hatred little Briihl regards him^ 
Friedrich ; and to what pitch of humour^ owing to those Moravian-Foray 
starvings^ marchings about and inhuman treatment of the poor Saxon 
Army, not to mention other offences and afflictive considerations, Bruhl 
has raised the simple Polish Majesty against Friedrich. These things, as 
they gradually unfolded themselves to Friedrich, were very surprising. 
And proved very disadvantageous at the present juncture and for a long 
time afterwards. To Friedrich disadvantageous and surprising ; and to 
Saxony, in the end, ruinous ; poor Saxony having got its back broken by 
them, and never stood-up in the world since 1 Ruined by this wretched 
little Briihl ; and reduced, from the first place in Northern Teutschland, 
to a second or third, or no real place at all.* 


There is a ^ Union of Warsaxv^ (8th January 1745); 
and still more specially a ‘ Treaty qf Warsaw'* (8th 
January — 18th May 1745) 

^January 8th, 1746, before the Old Dessauer got ranked in Schle- 
sien against Traun, there had concluded itself at Warsaw, by way of 
counterpoise to the '^Frankfurt Union,*' a Union of Warsaw,** called 
also Quadruple Alliance of Warsaw *’ ; the Parties to which were Polish 
Majesty, Hungarian ditto, Prime-Movers, and the two Sea-Powers as 
Purseholders ; stipulating, to the effect: We Four will hold together 
in affairs of the Reich versus that dangerous Frankfurt Union ; we will** 
— do a variety of salutary things; and as one practical thing, '^Tliere 
shall he, this Season, 50,000 Saxons conjoined to the Austrian Force, for 
which we Sea-Powers will furnish subsidy.** — ^I'his was the one practical 
point stipulated, January 8th ; and farther than this the Sea-Powers did 
not go, now or afterwards, in that affair. 

^But there wjis then proposed by the Polish and Hungarian Majesties, 
in the form of Secret Articles, an ulterior Project; with which the Sea^ 
Powers, expressing mere disbelief and even abhorrence of it, refused to 
have any concern now or henceforth. Polish Majesty, in hopes it would 
have been better taken, had given his 30,000 soldiers at a rate of subsidy 
miraculousl)' low, only 150,000^. for the whole : but the Sea-Powers 
were inexorable, perhaps almost repented of their 150,000/. ; and would 
hear nothing farther of secret Articles and delirious Projects. 

^So that the Union of Warsaw" had to retire to its pigeon-hole, 
content with producing those 50,000 Saxons for the immediate occasion ; 
and there had to be concocted between the Polish and Hungarian 
Majesties themselves what is now, in the modern Pamphlets, called a 


Warsaw tlioiigli it is nieroly tliii spi-riCyiiiK ami ItxitiK-ilowii of wl\al 
liad boon slmdowod-out as saorot widirils in siiiil “ nnh.n/’ wlinn tlio Ken- 
Powor parties obstinately rernileil. Troiily of WnrHiiw let «h rnntlnuo 
to call it; tbouKb its actual liirtli-jilace was Umiiwk (in the profomidcwt 
secrecy, lOtli May 174 C), above four iminlhs aller it hail tried to ho born 
at Warsaw, and failed as aforesaid, W'arsaw ttiiiim is net worth Kpeakiiip; 
of; but this other is a Treaty hiiiliiy remarkable to the reader,— and to 
Friedrich was almost infinitely ho, wlien he ramo to (tel wind of it ImiK 
after. 

•■Treaty which, thoiiffh it proved aborlional, and never eamo to Inlfil- 
meut in any part of it, in at thin ilay oi\o ot* the ronuirlculilcHt hita of 
sheepskin oxUmt in the world It was lUth May l 7 ‘i/ 5 and Imd 

cost a great deal of painful contriving, rai)id)le hUU of now altering and 
retouching, to hit mutual viewH : 'I’routy not only n»r rccoiniucring Siloaia 
(which to the Two MajoNlioHj tljougli it did not to Iho Sea .IhnvorH, HComH 
infallihloj in Friedrich's now ruimul <:ircuul^tuucl'H), but for culling’ 
down that bad Neighbour to Honiclliiiig like tlio dimeuHionH projiar for 
a Brandenburg Vassal in fact, quilc the old “ Uoto^viulile Project" of 
Spring 1741, only more olahorated into detail (in wliifli Hritaiinic lieorgo 
knows hotter than to meddle i) Saxony In Inwe rtliare of the pnringa, 
when wo got them. ^Ml'luit Hhare?*’ anked Saxony, and long keeps 
asking. road to Warsaw; atrip of (‘ountry carrying uh from the 

end of the Lausitz, which is ours, into Poland, wide I i we truht will 
continue ours, would bo very handy ! Dindiy of (Jlogaii ; Homo HOinll 
paring of Silesia, won't your Mujeaty?" Silesia not one hand- 

breadth," answered tho Queen impalienlly (llioiigli hIjo did at last 
concede some outlying handhreadths, famed olil **(’ircle Jif Schwiehus," 
if 1 recollect); and they have had to think of other otjuivalenl pariugM 
for Saxony’s behoof (Magdeburg, IlallKU’Hladt, Sanle ( 1 rc)e, or otio known 
not what); and have had, and will Imvc, tluur ndocH to get it lixcd. 
Excellent bearskin to bo slit into HtrapH ; only tlio bear ia hUII on Ida 
feet! — Polish Majesty and Hungarian, Polish with eHjjecinl vigour, BriUd 
quite restless upon it, aro, — littlfi as Valort w arjy mortal eotild dream of 
it, — engaged in this partition of the honrskln, wlien V'alori arrives. Of 
their innocent Uiuoii of Warsaw, there was, from the first, no aecrot 
made; hut tho Document now called Tmitt/ of ^\’arHaw" needH lo llo 
secret and thrice-aocreb ; and it wan not till 17 r>d that Fvledricli, having 
unearthed it by industrioH of Ids own, and stiidied it u itli great intensity 
for some years, made it known to the world,' ^ 

^ Scholl, ii. 350. 

* Adelung, v, 308, 397 ; Ranke, iii. 231 (who, for home tcaiiun of hih own, 
dates * May * instead of 18M). 
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TriMitiofl, vflimroUH i‘oreHnmuiw» ui 

thoKhoHliu tlu'in ; nml nro idiiiorluiit' t». Ii.!...^<i •*• r ='^ 

EvonU) UiPmHi'h'OH ; nil thn iiu.rr if tl.r),' Im.j' 
and bocoino d.Mildy ’**'**; 

note well thw Trenly of n'nrww, iw s.. ino^>»h ».* ■ ’ - 

and indeed It in perlmnn tlie remnrk»»de»l I rrAH. «»►..«. »» 
whicli cot to jmr'-l'i'H'itt >" VmUtty. IVif .t »»«’» 

tional, and nn part of It, now or Bnerirard«. n.uhl Ue ptec«u.. »»«« 

tlio Bulmidy and !10,0(K) .Saxoiin (Blipnlntod nt tl.o " t .4 > w f 

became crow'M-nient in a manner, tiii* |ire*rt«mt*(r!«! j**?? •» 
saw/’ Iroddon-down never no mnclt by tl>e l» fl i4 iVaS 
woifcht of Now 'Irrutii'Ni HJipowilinfC \i *»r tSs 

or inconreivnbility, w<iiilil by no nu'iui« »ln^ 
of thoTwoMaji'HtioHjuMl ollim*«) ; bnl Uy ih^ . 

toiulod, for Ton or 'rwrnty Vrnta to nonr . ^ v I 

kindliMl ago^n, for tlfHtrtu'tiuii t*f tliitl Nr e, in «>; .a 

itHoIf ronHcnt to K<‘ ‘ 

brokon, If iiol Ibo bnd Noli^rhtiour'B, ui s!i «v .> ? 

HrOlil ; iinforlurmto Snxony tn lubMrwj '9«s»k a ' 

In thoHo bruiitiful ^n\itn \u-jlii«»n itr^ #iif U># I <?«&’. » -f 

WurHiiw, (’zariiift Kli/nbotb, luiblniiK Ui RUst^tispU ^ r/4 

intrif^uoM^ noHJorn, dovoiimi't mioI I 

took (nnk mil fur runmm) h Ii\rl> jmU *8.4 Jt # 

tiioy liopn hIiu nmlii, l>y *« ut tvttn if s n e. 

(^ift HO rany to you I*uwur-»ij Iiu sSjfjrir '4 Si* *1^7 ;*** - ^ ^ 

And hIio did, in idforl, frum Uub lituu, Ijusrt i .. a s »• * r. 

nblo to KrU'drifli ; lliuuf^h imt ) t4 «n I.'.t »»3 w.u, r « 

important, and lo nmku tirrurlf ti^lt J ’» j._t. H ;r < 

Son-PoworH j^avn lirr tbut triflu ut pm krt s..^. cj, ' Jf-r 
I novor know; but it i» rrri^in titry is^n c%^.4 UsV ■ « .< » 

nrnounta Unit way, nptni bur and brr^ , . ?i«r ^ ■ r. ’ ’. ^ 

wlmt roHult nmy bo rnh»iit|i*rnl i|nr«5!u«¥sttKSp 
Ah for (Jraf von Hrttbl, mu?it ftoni^s* «d . .,e ^ 

by indiiHtry Kbiff Atip:u«t nr/o UtH to’iSAs^ tbJtsI ^ >r-" ^.?. a 

ho iMirdliilly Inilra bVirdruli u t«M r? c ..1 i 

to mo, Kxn'pt imlrutl, ‘Mml uu lu^n, r-apf i gim ‘£,4 

bnndrod and ^ixly (ivo SStSiJ* *>t (l,,.a ... a! ' i . .,^, '■ -W. 

dilforont nnit omh day td ibr )ru, tan ,:' 1 s.'^ u : * v- r. &> « •s 

coutompt of aiiutbor itmn. ( tUiur lusiiu »d fta’li . '?■& .ilc j; »v 1 ■:, •.■ 

ton^lio nbarti rui lirudli'H ; wtutou eaHii^a r a;;ji .?‘..?4« - if ^4 © st. .■ », ,?. 

to (jurry nboui. War ofU^r )riis, lU U.l d»- '-t^-5lrra S'.”,/, ?«’■§■ f £.’■ ■-.}■ 

way, if llmro Imd nrrdrd aurtu bdlr^ F. Su j>,.5 “.'• f » ... 

jovittl (Vurina horsiolf runm^ to dn, ! * 4/ *1 s '.s 


carnoa, n- 

tliings than Valori yot can. 

3^ ValorWs Account ofhU MisAon (in nnnprnsscd form)' 

^Valori' (I could guoHs about tUo HUh u{' 1‘Vluuiuy, hut thorn w no 
date at all) ‘’wan desjuitoliod to DroHiIon nith that linn pn»jool, PoHhIi 
M ajesty for Kaisor: is aulhoriHod in nllVr nn,iUMI jnon, Nviil\ money 
corresponding^, and no oud of hrilliuiil outloukH; imiHt koopdiaok hin 
offers, however, if lio fmd the pooplo iinliMi>t)Hinl. WhWh lu> did, to an 
extreme degree; nothing Imt vague talk, prorraHtirmtioM, heHiUtlon on 
the part of Briihl, Tliin wrotrhed lilllo Hridd lm>» InvoIvo tnilora nhniyH 
sewing for him, and three hundred and hixty-iive mlu of elothoH; ho 
many suits, all pictured in a lloolc ; a vnlot eulerH nvory morning, 
proposes a suit, which, after dolihonilitui, with |M‘rha|H Hmiunlmeula, in 
acceded to, and worn at dinner. Wment nf human rlothoHdiorHeH ; 
foolisliest coxcomh Valori Iuih neen : it i« vi»,ihly liin imtion that it wan 
he, Briilil, by Ids Saxon auxiliaries, hy Ida umHiiudy Htroken of policy, 
that checkmated Friedrich, and drove liini from Ilohomia last Year ; uml, 
for the rest, that Friedrudi is ruined, and will eillu'r aldrk out of SiloHia, 
or he cut to rilibous there hy the Auatrian form tluH Summor. To whleh 
Valori hints dissent; hut it is ill received. Valori neen ll^n King; ftnds 
him, as expected, the faoHimile of Bri’dil iii thin umllrr ; deHuIt (iuarinl 
the like: how otherwise? 'i’hey have Ida MajcHly in their le/oili, and 
lead him as they pleaso. 

^At four every morning, this (Juariid, JeHtdl ( 'i»nri»M«t)r lo llie King 
and Queen, comes to liriild ; Urdhl HottlcH with him what Ids »MajeKly 
shall think, in roforonco to current huhinoHM, Dds day ; liuarini then 
goes, confesses both AlajcstioH ; confeHsen, tdiMilvcH, luruN in the due way 
to secular matters. At nine, Uridd himsolf arrives, fe)r Privy (’(uuudl; 
^nVhat is your Majesty idcnHod to Uiiidi on thvHU poiulu of current 
business?'' Majesty serenely isHues his IhcJUgld.H, in iho form of ordorH; 
which are found correct to pattern, 'I'his is the proci'wM u ith Ids Majesty. 
A poor Majesty, bdeing deeply into tobnreo ; lids is I lie way they have 
him benotted, as in a dark cocoon of cobwidiM, rendering the whole world 
invisible to him, Whie.h cunning arrangement is nune and niori' jier-* 
fected every year ; so tliat on all roads he traveln, he it lo iuukh, to hunt, 
to dinner, anywhithcr in his Palace or mi of it, tliere are faithful 
creatures keeping eye, who adrnit no unnafe man to the lenKt glimpHO of 
him by night or hy day. In thia manner lie goes on; and before the 
end of him, twenty years hence, has v.nvrUul it far. Nothing hut diKgUHt 
to be had out of busmoss ;--m\itlnou H PoHhIi Diela loo, «omo forty of 

^ Valori, i. 311.219. 


them ill liiH tiim'i nut tme of vvlilrlt tiiit miy tui!aiue»»* ui all. Imt eutliMl 
in lAlnirum JV/o, nud HiUin^:^K^tr rniiilaj^ittiiuu, NMth hvuuhIm 

(Innvn ; * ImsineHH nuire nml unire tli»i»^n‘rnl>le Itj tnin. run 

Valori oxiierl, tni thin lieniir tVtiin hurit n Kin^? 

''J'Jio (Jiieoii lierMt‘lt| Maria ‘Du’ri'^ji’a (’tninin, an amhlliuiiH Imrtl* 
favouroil Majcaly, who liatl nnrn in dislike Hrnlil| tml hui* Ihumi 

qnito recancileil to him by hrr Jr»nit of Uenvon (whirh latter 

Ih an oily, rather Htupiil creature, who really wUheH well to her, mul 
lovoH a peaeeahlo life nt any jiriee), even slie will not take the hull. 
Valori wan in Dresden nine ilay« (in I till le part of l*Vl»roary, it ia likely) ; 
never proilureil liin biff bail, )ii« tithlHHi men and otber brillhmeotf, nt ail. 
lie Haw old Keh!marnelmll KhuifCHeek pa^JHing fnnn \‘ienim towartU tlie 
NothcrlandH (’amp ; where be !« to dry nurae (mo they irreverently rail 
It, In time eomiiig) bin Uoyal llighneM** of ( uinherland. tiial maftnilieenl 
Kiifflinli BaljO of \Vhir, and do feat®i with him thiM Summer.’ Knnifi«eek, 
thouffh Valori did not know it, ImN endlenM dijihmmeiei in do withal ; 
liiHpeelionH of troopM, ndviaittff^, in Uanoveri in litdiaml, in Ure^den 
hero and Hceurua tlio Haxon Mleetoral \*ole for hia (h-and I)uke in 
paHHiiiff. 'The welcome hi KonlfjHerk diMfftnaed Valori; on the 

ninth day ho left ; naid adieu, aeehifc them hliml to their inlen^l ; and 
took poHt for Berlin,*— whore he fnnU Friedrirh much out of humour nt 
tho Saxon roeoptlon of hla maffimnimiUiui.^ 

Thi.s Saxon intrkwy, iiulm'iidmrnlilis fonnitlnhln, eon^ 
tenijilihlti, wan llui plugut* of iM-imlririrH life, nun mmaidm-nliln 
plagim, all Llirough thia nnlliing in thn 

])iploniaLic uphcro of IhinjifM him mmh pcrpli*xil y, 

vexation, inclignul ion, An inmilidile liddlo In him; (‘xlirnmlv 
conUunpUhlo, yid, wilh a huffr Uiis-mi tnokrnl to it, mul 
looming miimiory in ilm dihtumr, iVom limo to limn, 
forniidahio tuiongh. 1^*1 muh-ra km-p it in mind, and try 
to imagine it, It coat hrictii iidi Mirli gu»"'i*iing, eninjiuling, 
arranging, n-amtnging, aa would wnirv the longlmM render to 
Imar of in dnlail. How Fiimltieh ditl at In^l aolvr it (in 
Domnhm* coming), all reuderji will hee witli even! ■ 

* Sec ihieliliotj;, ii, 15,^ j eie. * AhMuyaHUo, p. tHfi, 

Valori, i. 2ir2i0! (huvtft ih /*#///#,*, iij, H 4 Pm? dnaiU un Jinihl, 

(yttj von I'lai r); AuxOVaeMn, hy mot 

JuHli, a notrtl I'ainplilrlrer t»t llir loor : rsnU In Poplejli Oim, or (Mtlly 
hut is imrcadai.le, eserpt on u^minthant ; arol lolally mniUrjlqjiMr (ill alter very 
much impiiry clscwlierc. 
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Middle-Rhiiie Army in a staggering State ; the Bavarian 
Intricacy settles itself, the tm-ong Way 

Early in March it becomes surmisable that Maillebois’s 
Middle-Rhine Army will not go a good road. MailJebois has 
been busy in those countries, working extensive discontent; 
bullying mankind ‘ to join the Frankfurt Union,’ to join 
France at any rate, which nobody would consent to ; and 
exacting merciless contributions, which everybody had to 
consent to and pay. — And now, on D’Ahremberg’s mere 
advance, with that poor Fraction of Pragmatic Army, 
roused from its winter sleep, Maillebois, without waiting for 
D’Ahremberg’s attack, rapidly calls-in his truculent detach- 
ments, and rolls confusedly back into the Frankfurt regions.^ 
Upon which D’Ahremberg, — if by no means going upon 
Maillebois’s throat, — sets, at least, to coercing Wilhelm of 
Hessen, our only friend in those parts ; who is already a 
good deal disgusted with the Maillebois procedui’es, and at 
a loss what to do on the Kaiser’s death, which has killed 
the Frankfurt Union too. Wise Wilhelm consents, under 
D’Ahremberg’s menaces, to become Neutral ; and recall his 
6,000 out of Baiem, — wishes he had them home beside him 
even now ! 

With an Election in the wind, it is doubly necessary for 
the French, who have not even a Candidate as yet, to stand 
supreme and minatory in the Frankfurt Country; and to 
King Friedrich it is painfully questionable, whether Maillebois 
can do it. ‘ Do it we will ; doubt not that, your Majesty ! ’ 
answer Vdori and the French ; — and study to make improve- 
ments, reinforcements, in their Rhine Ai’my. And they do, 
at least, change the General of their Middle-Rhine Army,— ^ 
that is to say, recall Prince Conti out of Italy, where he has 
distinguished himself, and send Maillebois thither in his R+finrl 
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comfort to us ! Whether the distinguished Conti will 
maintain that Frankfurt Country in spite of the Austrians 
and their Election movements, is still a question with Fried- 
rich, though Valori continued assuring him (always till July 
came) that it was beyond question. ^ Siege of Tournay, 
vigorous Campaign in the Netherlands (for behoof of Britannic 
George)!’ this is the grand French program for the Year. 
This good intention was achieved, on the French part ; but 
this, like Aaron’s-rod among the serpents, proved to have eaten 
the others as it wriggled along ! — 

Those Maillebois-D’Ahremberg affairs throw a damp on 
the Bavarian Question withal ; — in fact, settle the Bavarian 
Question ; her Hungai'ian Majesty, tired of the delays, having 
ordered Bathyani to shoulder-arms again, and bring a decision. 
Bathyani, with Barenklau to right of him, and Browne (our 
old Silesian friend) to left, goes sweeping across those 
Seckendorf-Segur posts, and without difficulty tumbles every- 
thing to ruin, at a grand rate. The traitor Seckendorf had 
made such a choice of posts, — left unaltered by Drum 
Thorring ; — what could French valour do ? Nothing ; neither 
Fi’ench valour, nor Bavarian want of valour, could do any- 
thing but whirl to the right-about, at sight of the Austrian 
Sweeping -Apparatus ; and go-off explosively, as in former 
instances, at a rate almost unique in military annals. Finished 
^thin thi*ee weeks or so ! — We glance only at two points of 
it. March £lst, Bathyani stood to arms (to besoTtis we might 
call it), Browne on the left, Barenklau on the right : it was 
March Slst when Bathyani started from Passau, up the 
Donau Countries ; — and within the week coming, see : 

* VUshofeUi 28^4 March 1745. Here, at the mouth of the Vila River 
(between Inn and Iser), is the first considerable Post; garrison some 
4,000 ; Hessians and Prince Friedrich the main part,— who have their 
share of valour, I dare say ; but with such news out of Hessen, not to 
apeak of the prospects in this Country, are probably in poorisli spirits 
for acting. General Browne summons them in Vilsliofen, this day ; and. 


on their negative, storms-in upon them, bursts them to pieces ; upon 
which they beat chamade. But tlie Croats, who are foremost, care 
nothing for chamade; go plundering, slaughtering; burn the poor Town; 
butcher" (in round numbers) ^3,000 of the poor Hessians; and wound 
General Browne himself, while he too vehemently interferes.^ This 
was the finale of those 6,000 Hessians, and indeed their principal function, 
while in French pay ; — and must have been, we can judge how sur- 
prising to Prince Friedrich, and to his Papa on hearing of it • Note 
another point. 

Precisely about this time twelvemonth, ^ March 16th, 1746/ the same 
Prince Friedrich, with remainder of those Hessians, now again completed 
to 6,000, and come back with emphasis to the Britannic side of things, 
was — marching out of Edinburgh, in much state, with streamers, kettle- 
drums, Highness's coaches, horses, led-horses, on an unexpected errand,* 
Toward Stirling, Perth ; towards Killiecrankie, and raising of what is 
called ^the Siege of Blair in Athol" (most minute of ^sieges," but sub- 
tending a great angle there and then) ; — ^much of unexpected, and nearer 
home than ^Tournay and the Netherlands Campaign," having happened 
to Britannic George in the course of this year 1746 ! * Really very fine 

troops, those Hessians* (observes my orthodox Whigfriend): ^ they carry 
swords as well as guns and bayonets ; their uniform is blue turned-up 
with white : the Hussar part of them, about 600, have scimitars of a 
great length ; small horses, mostly black, of Swedish breed ; swift 
durable little creatures, with long tails." Honours, dinners, to his 
Serene Highness had been numerous, during the three weeks we had 
been in Edinburgh : ' especially that Ball, February 21st (o.s), eve of his 
Consort the Princess Mary's Birthday " {eve of birthday, ‘ let us dance 
the auspicious morning in *) ^ was, for affluence of Nobility and Gentry 
of both sexes," a sublime thing, * * 

Pfaffennofenj April 16tL ^Unfortunate Segur, the Segur of Linz 
three years ago, — whose conduct was great, according to Valori, but 
powerless against traitors and fate, — was again, once more, unfortunate 
in those parts. Unfortunate Segur drew-up at PfafFenhofen (centre of 
the Country, many miles from Vilshofen) to defend himself, when fallen- 
upon by Btirenklau, in that manner ; but could not, though with 
masterly demeanour ; and had to retreat three days, with his face to the 
enemy, so to speak, fighting and manoeuvring all the way : no shelter for 
him either but Miinchen, and that a most temporary one. Instead of 
taking Straubingen, taking Passau, perhaps of pushing-on to Vienna 
itself, this is what we have already come to. No Rhine Army, Middle- 

* Adelung, iv. 356, and the half-intelligible Foot-note in Ranke, iii. 220. 

• Henderson (Whig Eye-witness), History of the Rebellion^ 1 745 and 1746 
(London, 1748, reprint from the Edinburgh edition), pp. 104, 106, 107, 
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Rhine Arm/; Coiguy^ Maillebois, Conti^ whoever it was^ would send us the 
least reinforcement^ when shrieked to. No outlook whatever but rapid 
withdrawal, retreat to the Rhine Army, since it will not stir to help us.^ 

^The young Kur-Baiern is still polite, grateful' (to us French), 
^ overwhelms us with politeness ; but flies to Augsburg, as his Father 
used to do. Notable, however, his poor fat little Mother w’on't, this 
time: "No, 1 will stay here, I for one, and have done with flying and 
running; we have had enough of that!” Seckendorf, quite gone from 
Court in this crisis, reappears, about the middle of April, in questionable 
capacity ; at a place called Fusseu, not far olf, at the foot of the Tyrol 
Hills ; — where certain Austrian Dignitaries seem also to be enjoying a 
picturesque Easter ! Yes indeed : and, on April 22d, there is signed a 

Peace of Filssen** there; general amicable As-you-werej between 
Austria and Bavaria Renounce your Anti-Pragmatic moonshine for 
evermore, vote for our Grand-Duke ; there is your Bavaria back, poor 
wretches 1 ”)— and Seckendorf, it is presumable, will get his Turkish 
arrears liquidated. 

' The Bavarian Intricacy, which once excelled human power, is settled, 
then. Carteret and Haslang tried it in vain * (dreadful heterodox inten- 
tions of secularising Salzburg, secularising Passau, Regensburg, and 
loud tremulous denial of such) ; — ^ Carteret and Wilhelm of Hessen ' 
(Conferences of Hanau, which ruined Carteret), ' in vain ; King Fried- 
rich, and many Kings, in vain : a thing nobody could settle ; — and it has 
at last settled itself, as the generality of ill-guided and unlucky things 
do, by collapse. Delirium once out, the law of gravity acts ; and there 
the mad matter lies.' 

^ Bought by Austria, that old villain ! ’ cry the French. 
Friedrich does not think the Austrians bought Seckendorf, 
having no money at present; but guesses they may have 
given him to understand that a certain large arrear of 
payment due ever since those Turkish Wars, — when Secken- 
dorf, instead of payment, was lodged in the Fortress of 
Griitz, and almost got his head cut off, — should now be 
paid-down in cash, or authentic Paper-money, if matters 
become amicable.^ As they have done, in Friedrich‘’s despite ; 
— who seems angrier at the old stager for this particular 
ill-turn than for all the other many ; and long remembers it, 
as will appear. 

^ Adelung, iv. 360. 

^ (Envres dt Fridiric^ iii. 22 ; Seckendorf s LebeUy pp. 367-376. 
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CHAPTER VII 

FRIEDRICH IN SILESIA ; UNUSUALLY BUSY 

Here, sure enough, are sad new intricacies in the Diplo- 
matic, hyi^othetic sphere of things ; and clouds piling them- 
selves ahead, in a very minatory manner to King Friedrich* 
Let King Friedrich, all the more, get his Fighting Arrange- 
ments made perfect* Diplomacy is clouds ; beating of your 
enemies is sea and land. Austria and the Gazetteer world 
consider Friedrich to be as good as finished : but that is 
privately far from being FriedricKs own opinion ; — though 
these occurrences are heavy and dismal to him, as none of us 
can now fancy. 

Herr Ranke has got access, in the Archives, to a series 
of private utterances by Friedrich, — Letters from him, of a 
franker nature than usual, and letting us far deeper into his 
mind ; — which must have been well worth reading in the 
original, in their fully dated and developed condition. From 
Herr Ranke’s Fragmentary Excerpts, let us, thankful for what 
we have got, select one or two. The Letters are to Minister 
Podewils at Berlin ; written from Silesia (Neisse and neigh- 
bourhood), where, since the middle of March, Friedrich has 
been, personally pushing-on his Army Preparations, while the 
above sinister things befell. 


King Friedrich to Podewils^ in Berlin (under various dates, 
March — April 1745) 

do^rT' * * ‘ ourselves in a g^reat crisis. If we 

Mel’ r . 

sides {Sexonj, Austria, who knows if not Russia withal !) 'will come 
plui^ing-m gainst me. Peace I cannot force them to But if tliev 

“ "““of » - 
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Apnl (no day pven). * * ^ In any case^ I nave my troops well 

together. The sicknesses are ceasing ; the recruit-ments are coining 
in : shortly all will be complete. That does not hinder us from making 
Peacej if it will only come ; butj in the contrary case, nobody can accuse 
me of neglecting what was necessary.’ 

April 11th (still from Neisse). * * ^ I toil day and night to improve 
our situation. The soldiers will do their duty. 'Phere is none among 
us who will not rather have his back-bone broken than give-up one foot- 
breadth of ground. They must either grant us a good Peace, or we will 
surpass ourselves by miracles of daring ; and force the enemy to accept 
it from us.' 

April 20^/2. ^Our situation is disagi'eeable ; constrained,, a kind of 
spasm : but my determination is taken. If we needs must fight, we will 
do it like men driven desperate. Never was there a greater peril than 
that I am now in. Time, at its own pleasure, will untie this knot ; or 
Destiny, if there is one, determine the event, The game I play is so 
high, one cannot contemplate the issue with cold blood. Pray for the 
return of my good luck.' — Two days hence, the poor young Kur-Baiern, 
deaf to the French seductions and exertions, which were intense, had 
signed his ^ Peace of Fiissen' (22d April 1746), — a finale to France on 
the German Field, as may be feared 1 The other Fragments we will 
give a little farther on. 

Friedrich had left Berlin for Silesia March 1 5th ; rather 
sooner than he counted on, — Old Leopold pleading to be let 
home. At Glogau, at Breslau, there had been the due 
inspecting : Friedrich got to Neisse on the S3d (Bathyani 
just stirring in that Bavarian Business, ViLshofen and the 
Hessians close ahead); and on the 27th, had dismissed Old 
Leopold, with thanks and sympathies, — sent him home, ^to 
recover his health.’ Leopold’s health is probably suffering ; 
but his heart and spirits still more. Poor old man, he has 
just lost, — the other week, ' 5th February ’ last, — ^his poor 
old Wife, at Dessau ; and is broken down with grief. The 
soft silk lining of his hard Existence, in all parts of it, 
is torn away. Apothecary Fos’s Daughter, Reich’s Princess, 
Princess of Dessau, called by whatever name, she had been 
the truest of Wives; ‘^used to attend him in all his Cam- 
paigns, for above fifty years back. Gone, now, for ever 
gone { ” ’ — Old Leopold had wells of strange sorrow in the 
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rugged heart of him, — sorrow, and still better things, — 
which he does not wear on his sleeve. Here is an incident I 
never can forget ; — dating twelve or thirteen years ago -(as is 
computable), ^ middle of July 1732.** 

‘ Louisa, Leopold’s eldest Daughter, Wife of Victor Leopold, reigning 
Prince of Anhalt-Bernburg, lay dying of a decline/ Still only twenty- 
three, poor Lady, though married seven years ago ; — the end now evi- 
dently drawing nigh. few days before her death, — perhaps some 
attendant sorrowfully asking, Can we do nothing, then?” — she was 
heard to say, If I could see my Father at the head of his Regiment, yet 
once ! ” ' — Halle, where the Regiment lies, is some thirty or more miles 
off ; and King Friedrich Wilhelm, I suppose, would have to he written 
to: — Leopold was ready the soonest possible; and, ^at a set hour, 
marched, in all pomp, with banner dying, music playing, into the 
Schhss^hof (Palace Court) of Bernburg ; and did the due salutations and 
manoeuvrings, — his poor Daughter sitting at her window, till they 
ended ' ; — figure them, the last glitter of those muskets, the last wail 
of that band-music ! — ^The Regiment was then marched to the Waisen- 
haus {Orphan-house) j where the common men were treated with bread 
and beer ; all the Officers dining at the Prince’s Table. All the Officers, 
except Leopold alone, who stole away out of the crowd ; sat himself 

upon the balustrade of the Saale Bridge, and wept into the river/ ^ 

Leopold is now on the edge of seventy ; ready to think all is finished 
with him. Perhaps not quite, my tough old friend ; recover yourself a 
little, and we shall see 1 

Old Leopold is hardly home at Dessau, when new Pandour 
tempests, tides of ravaging War, again come beating against 
the Giant Mountains, pouring through all passes ; from 
utmost Jabluiika, westward by Jagerndorf to Glatz, huge 
influx of wild riding hordes, each with some support of 
Austrian grenadiers, cannoniers ; threatening to submerge 
Silesia. Precursors, Friedrich need not doubt, of a strenuous 
regular attempt that way. Hungarian Majesty’s fixed in- 
tention, hope and determination is, To expel him straightway 
from Silesia. Her Patent circulates, these three months ; 
calling on all men to take note of that fixed fact, especially 
on all Silesian men to note it well, and shift their allegiance 
^ JUhn (i2mo ; not Rannft'sy but Anonymous like his), p. 234 
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accordingly. Silesian men, in great majority, — our friend tlie 
Mayor of Landshut, for example ? — are believed to have no 
inclination towards change : and whoever has, had clearly 
better not show any till he see ! ^ — 

Friedrich‘’s thousandfold preliminary orderings, movements, 
rearrangings in his Army matters, must not detain us here ; 
— still less his dealings with the Pandour element, which is 
troublesome, rather than dangerous. Vigilance, wise swift 
determination, valour drilled to its work, can deal with 
phenomena of that natui^e, though never so furious and 
innumerable. Not a cheering seiwice for drilled valour, but 
a very needful one. Continual bickerings and skirmishings 
fell out, sometimes rising to sharp fight on the small scale : — 
Austrian grenadiers with cannon are on that Height to left, 
and also on this to right, meaning to cut-off our march ; the 
difficult landscape, furnished out, far and wide, with Pandour 
companies in position : you must dash-in, my Burschen ; 
seize me that cannon-battery yonder ; master such and such 
a post, — ^there is the heart of all that network of armed 
doggery ; slit asunder that, the network wholly will tumble 
over the Hills again. Which is always done, on the part of 
the Prussian Burschen ; though sometimes not without diffi- 
culty. — His Majesty is forming Magazines at Neisse, Brieg, 
and the principal Fortresses in those parts ; driving- on all 
manner' of preparations at the rapid est rate of speed, and 
looking with his own eyes into everything. The regiments 
are about what we may call complete, arithmetically and 
otherwise ; the cavalry show good perfection in their new 
mode of manocuvi’ing ; — it is to be hoped the Fighting 
Apparatus generally will give fair account of itself when 
the time comes. Our one anchor of hope, as now more and 
more appears. 

^ In Ranke (iii. 234), there is vestige of some intended * voluntary subscription 
by the common people of Glatz/ for Friedrich’s behoof; — contrariwise, in Orlich 
(ii. 380, ‘6th February 1745/ Dessau Archives), notice of one indi- 

vidual, suspected of stirring for Austria, whom ‘ you are to put under lock and 
key'; — but he runs oif, and has no successor, that I hear of. 
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On the PandoLir element he first tried (under General 
Hautcharnioi, with Winterfeld as chief active hand) a direct 
outburst or two, with a view to slash them home at once. 
But finding that it was of no use, as they always reappeared 
in new multitudes, he renounced that ; took to calling-in his 
remoter outposts ; and, except where Magazines or the like 
remained to be cared for, let the Pandours baffle about, 
checked only by the fortified Towns, and more and more 
submerge the Hill Country. Prince Karl, to be expected in 
the form of lion, mysteriously uncertain on which side coming 
to invade us, — he, and not the innumerable weasel kind, is 
our important matter ! By the end of April (news of the 
Peace of Fiissen coming withal), Fi’iedrich had quitted Neisse ; 
lay cantoned, in Neisse Valley (between Frankenstein and 
Patschkau, ^ able to assemble in forty-eight hours ; studying, 
with his whole strength, to be ready for the mysterious Prince 
Karl, on whatever side he might arrive ; — and disregarding 
the Pandours in comparison. 

The points of inrush, the tideways of these Pandour Deluges seem to 
he mainly three. Direct through the Jahlunka, upon Ratibor Country, 
is the first and chief; less direct (partly supplied by rejluences from 
Ratibor, when Ratibor is found not to answer), a second disembogues by 
Jagerndorf; a third, the westernmost, by Landshut. Three main in- 
gresses : at each of which there fall-out little Fights ; which are still 
celebrated in the Prussian Rooks, and indeed well deserve reading by 
soldiers that would know their trade. In the Ratibor parts, the invasive 
leader is a General Karoly, with 12,000 under him, who are the wildest 
horde of all : ^ Karoly lodges in a wood : for himself there is a tent ; his 
companions sleep under trees, or under the open sky, by the edge of 
morasses.' ^ It was against this Karoly and his horde that Hautcharmoi's 
little expedition, or express attacking party to drive them home again, 
was shot-out (8th— 21st April). Wliich did its work very prettily ; 
Winterfeld, chief hand in it, crowning the matter by a ^ Fight of Wiir- 
bitz,**— where Winterfeld, cutting the taproot, in his usual electric way, 
tumbles Karoly quite into the morasses, and clears the country of him 
for a time. For a time ; though for a time only ; — Karoly or others 


1 Ranke, ui. 244. 


* Orlich, ii, 136 (2ist April), 
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returning in a week or two, to a still higher extent of thousands ; mis- 
chievous as ever in those Ratibor-Namslau countries. Upon which, 
Friedrich, finding this an endless business, and nothing like the most 
important, gives it up for the present; calls-in his remoter detachments ; 
has his Magazines carted homo to the Fortress Towns, — ^I^aroly trying, 
once or so, to hinder iu that operation, but only again getting his crown 
broken. 1 Or if carting be too difficult, still do not vt^aste your Magazine : 
— Margraf Karl, for instance, is ordered to Jagerndorf with his Detach- 
ment, ‘to eat the Magazine*; hungry Pandours looking on, till he 
finish. On which occasion a renowned little Fight took place (Fight of 
Neustadt, or of Jagerndorf-Neustadt), as shall be mentioned farther on. 

So that, for certain weeks to come, the Tolpatcheries had free course, 
in those Frontier parts; and were left to rove about, under check only 
of the Garrison Towns ; Friedrich being obliged to look elsewhere after 
higher perils, which were now coming in view. In which favourable 
circumstances, Karoly and Consorts did, at last, make one stroke in 
those Ratibor countries; that of Kosel, which was greatly consolatory,^ 
^ By treachery of an Ensign who had deserted to them’ (provoked by 
rigour of discipline, or some intolerable thing), they glided stealthily 
one night, across the ditches, into Kosel * (a half-fortified place, Prussian 
works only half-finished) : which^ being the Key of the Oder in those 
parts, they reckoned a glorious conquest ; of good omen and worthy of 
Te-deams at Vienna. And they did eagerly, witliout the least molesta- 
tion, labour to complete the Prussian works at Kosel : ‘ One garrison 
already ours ! ' — which was not had from them without battering (and I 
believe, burning), when General von Nassau came to inquire after it, in 
Autumn next, 

Friedrich had always hoped that the Saxons, who are not 
yet in declared War with him, though bound by Treaty to 
assist the Queen of Hungary under certain conditions, would 
not venture on actual Invasion of his Territories ; but in 
this, as readers anticipate, Friedrich finds himself mistaken. 
Weissenfels is hastening from the Leitmeritz north-western 
quarter, where he has wintered, to join Prince Karl, who is 
gathering himself from Olmlitz and his south-eastern home 
region ; their full intention is to invade Silesia together, and 
they hope now at length to make an end of Friedrich and it. 
These Pandour hordes, supported by the necessary grenadiers 

' * Fight of Mocker/ May 4th (Orlich, ii, 141), 

• a6th May 1745 (Oi’hch, ii. 156- 1^8), 
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Marclvrith May i7A5 
and cannoniers, are sent as vanguard ; these cannot themselves 
beat him ; but they may induce him (which they do not) 
dmde his Force; they may, in part, burn him away ^ by 
slow fire, after which he will be the easier to beat. Instea 
of which, Friedrich, leaving the Pandours to their luck, les 
concentrated in Neisse Valley; watching, with all Ins facultes, 
Prince Karl’s own advent (coming on like Fate, indubitable, 
yet involved in mysteries hitherto); and is perilously sensible 
that only in giving that a good reception is there any hope 


left him. .1 i , 

Prince Karl, ^who arrived in Olmutz April SOth, com- 

raands in chief again, — saddened, poor man, by the loss of 
his young Wife, in December last ; willing to still his grief in 
action for the cause she loved ; — but old Traun is not with 
him this year : which is a still more matei'ial^ circumstance. 
Traun is to go this year, under cloak not of Prince Karl, but 
of Grand-Duke Franz, to clear those Pranlcfurt Countries 
for the Kaiserzvahl and him. Prince Conti lies there, with 


his famous ^ Middle-Rhine Army’ (D’Ahremberg, from the 
western parts, not nearly so diligent upon him as one could 
wish) ; and must, at all rates, be cleared away. Traun, 


taking command of Bathyani’s Army (now that it has 
finished the Bavarian job), is preparing to push-down upon 
Conti, while Bathyani (who is to supersede the laggard 
D’Ahremberg) shall push vigorously up ; — and before suinnier 
is over, we shall hear of Traun again, and Contt will have 
heard [ — 


Friedrich’s indignation, on learning that the Saxons were 
actually on march, and gradually that they intended to in- 
vade him, was great ; and the whole matter is poi'tentously 
enigmatic to him, as he lies vigilant in Neisse Valley, waiting- 
on the When and the How. Indignation ; — and yet there is 
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being quite unequal to it. Friedrich answers : 

^ April can understand how you are getting uneasy^ 

you Berliners. I have the most to lose of you all ; but I am quiet^ and 
prepared for events. If the Saxons take part/' as tliey surely will, in 
the Invasion of Silesia, and we beat them, I am determined to plungo 
into Saxony. For great maladies, there need great remedies. Either I 
will maintain my all, or else lose my all.” (Hear it, friend; and under- 
stand it,— with hair lying flat!) is true, the disaffection of the 

Russian Court, on such trifling grounds, was not to be expected ; and 
great misfortune can befall us. Well ; a year or tv^o sooner, a year or 
two later, — it is not worth one's while to bother about the very worsts 
If things take the better turn, our condition will be surer and firinor 
than it was before. If we have nothing to reproach ourselves with, 
neither need we fret and plague ourselves about had events, winch can 
happen to any man.” — I am causing despatch a secret Order for Bodon ” 
(on you know what), which you will not deliver him till I give sign- 
— On hearing of the Peace of Fiissen, perhaps a day or so later, Fried- 


rich again writes : 

^ .flpnV ' (no distinct date ; Neisse still ? Q,uits Neisse April 28th). 
* * ^ Peace of Fussen, Bavaria turned against me ? can say 

nothing to it, — except, There has come what had to come. To mo 
remains only to possess myself in patience. If all alliances, resourcofl, 
and negotiations fail, and all conjunctures go against me, I prefer to 
perish with honour, rather than lead an inglorious life deprived of all 
digi\ity. My ambition whispers me that I have done more than another 
to the building-up of my House, and have played a distinguished part 
among the crowned heads of Europe. To maintain myself there, has 
become as it were a personal duty ; which I will fulfil at the expense of 
my happiness and my life. I have no choice left ; I will maintain my 
power, or it may go to ruin, and the Prussian name be buried under it. 
If the enemy attempt anything upon us, we will either beat him, or wo 
will all be bewed to pieces, for the sake of our Country, and the renown 
of Brandenburg. No other counsel can I listen to.” ' 


^ ^me Letter i or another? (Herr Ranke having his caprices!) * 

‘ You are a good man, my Podewils, and do what can be expected of you " 
(Podowila has been apologising for his terrors; and referring hopefully 
to Providence ); ^ Perform faithfully the given work on your side, as 
I on mine; for the rest, let what you caU Providence” decide as it 

or Ranke, wlio alone knows, gives 

hhnde \oreehung. What an utterance, on the part of this little 

W unusual, accidental to the 

hard moment, and perhaps not so impious as it looks !)—«' neither our 
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prudence nor our courage shall be liable to blame; but only circum- 
stances that would not favour us. * * 

prepare myself for every event. Fortune may be kind or be 
unkindj it shall neither dishearten me nor uplift me. If I am to perish, 
let it be with honour, and sword in hand. What the issue is to be — 
Well, what pleases Heaven, or the Other Party (J*ai jete le bonnet par- 
dessue les moulins)\ Adieu, my dear Podewils; become as good a 
philosopher as you are a politician ; and learn from a man who does not 
go to Eisner's Preaching' (fashionable at the time), that one must 
oppose to ill fortune a brow of iron ; and, during this life, renounce all 
happiness, all acquisitions, possessions and lying shows, none of which 
will follow us beyond the grave.* ^ 

^By what points the Austrian-Saxon Armament will come 
through upon us ? Together will it he, or separately ? 
Saxons from the Lausitz, Austrians from Bohmen, enclosing 
us between two fires ? ’ — were enigmatic questions with Fried- 
rich ; and the Saxons especially are an enigma. But that 
come they will, that these Pandours are their preliminary 
veiling-apparatus as usual, is evident to him ; and that he 
must not spend himself upon Pandours ; but coalesce, and lie 
ready for the main wrestle. So that from April S8th, as 
above noticed, Friedi'ich has gone into cantonments, some 
way up the Neisse Valley, westward of Neisse Town ; and 
is calling-in his outposts, his detachments ; emptying his 
Frontier Magazines ; — abandoning his Upper-Silesian Frontier 
more and more, and in the end altogether, to the Pandour 
hordes ; a small matter they, compared to the grand Invasion 
which is coming on. Here, with shiftings up the Neisse 
Valley, he lies till the end of May ; watching Argus -like, and 
scanning with every faculty the Austrian-Saxon motions and 
intentions, until at length they become clear to him, and we 
shall see how he deals with them. 

His own lodging, or headquarter, most of this time (4th 
May — 27th May), is in the pleasant Abbey of Camenz 
(mythic scene of that Baumgarten-Slcirmish business, in the 
First Silesian War). He has excellent Tobias Stusche for 
* Ranke, iii, pp. 238-241. 



all round him, flowering into gorgeous Summer, as he huvries 
about on his many occasions, not of an idyllic nature.^ But 
his Army is getting into excellent completeness of nuniber, 
health, equipment, and altogether such a spirit as he could 
wish. May here is another snatch from some Note to 
Podcwils, from this balmy Locality, potential with such 
explosions of another kind. Camenz^ May *** ‘ Ihc 

Enemies are making movements ; but nothing like enough as 
yet for our guessing their designs. Till we see, therefore, tlie 
thunder lies quiet in us (la^foudre repose en mes mains)* Ah, 
could we but have a Day like that May Eleventh ! ’ ^ 

What ' that May Eleventh ’ is or was ? Readers are curious 
to know; especially English readers, who guess Fontenoy. 
And Historic Art, if she were strict, would decline to inform 
them at any length ; for really the thing is no better than a 
^ Victory on the Scamander, and a Siege of Pekin (a.s a 
certain observer did afterwards define it), in reference to the 
matter now on hand 1 Well, Pharsalia, Arbela, the Scamander, 
Armageddon, and so many Battles and Victories being lumin- 
ous, by study, to cultivated Englishmen, and one*^s own 
I'ontenoy such a mystery and riddle, — Art, after considera- 
tion, reluctantly consents to be indulgent ; will produce from 
her Paper Imbroglios a slight Piece on the subject, and j^rint 
instead of burning. 


APTER VIII 

THK martial boy and his ENGLISH VeVSUS THE 
LAWS OF Nature 

‘ GLOEIOI.S Campaign in the Netherlands, Siege of Tournav 
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England, with intent to raise the same. Mustered his Allied Army’* 
(once called Pragmatic ’*), — self at the head of it ; old Count Konig- 
seck, who was mt b\irnt at Chotusitz, commanding the small Austviaii 
quota' (Austrians mainly are gone laggarding with D'Ahremberg up the 
Rhine); ^and a Prince of Waldeck the Butch, — on the plain of Andor- 
lecht near Brussels, May 4th ; ^ and found all tilings toleruhly complete. 
Upon w'hich, straightway, his Royal Highness, 60,000 strong let us say, 
set forth ; by slowish marches, and a route somewhat leftward of the 
great Tournay Road' (no place on it, except perhaps SteenkcrkSy ever 
heard-of by an English reader) ; ^ and on Sunday 9th May,^ precisely on 
the morrow after poor Talleyrand had gone aloft, reached certain final 
Villages ; Vezon, Maubray, where lie encamps, Briffooil to rear ; Camp 
looking towards Tournay and the setting sun, — with Fontenoy short way 
ahead, and Antoine to left of it, and Barry with its Woods to right : — 
small peaceable Villages, which become famous in the Newspapers shortly 
after.* Royal Highness, resting here at Vezon, is but some six or seven 


miles from Tournay ; in low undulating Country, woody here and there, 
not without threads of running water, and with frequent Villages ami 
their adjuncts : the part of it now interesting to us lies all between tlie 
Brussels-1 ournay Road and the Scheld River, — all in immediate front of 
his Royal Highness, — to south-eastward from beleaguered Tournay, 
where said Road and River intersect. How shall he make some impres- 
sion on the Siege of lournay ? That is now the question ; and his Royal 
Highness struggles to manoeuvre accordingly. 

Marechal de Saxe, whose habit is much that of vigilance, forethought, 
sagacious precaution, singular in so dissolute a man, has neglected 
nothing on this occasion. He knows every foot of the ground, having 
«eged here, in his boyhood, once before. Leaving- tlie siege-treucliea nt 
lournay under charge of a ten or fifteen thousand, he has taken camp 
here ; still with superior force (66,000 as they count, Koyal Higlinesa 
being only 50, (WO ranked), barring Royal Highness’s way. Tournay, or 
S Marechal’s trenches there, are on the right bank of tlio 

south-east, securing all on that hand. The 

he has nothing to fear, the ground being cut with boss • no ^ettinir 
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to the south-east^ between Hoad and River^ where the Enemy is now 
manoeuvring in front of him^ from wliich damage can well come ; and he 
has done his best to be secure there. Four villages or hamlets, close to 
the Scheld and onwards to the Great Road^ — Antoine^ Fontenoy, Barry, 
Ramecroix, with their lanes and boscages, — make a kind of circular base 
to his triangle ; base of some six or eight miles ; with hollows in it, 
brooks, and northward a considerable Wood' {Bois de Barry, enveloping 
Barry and Ramecroix, which, do not prove of much interest to us, thougli 
the Bois does of a good deal). ^ In and before each of those villages 
are posts and defences ; in Antoine and Fontenoy elaborate redoubts, 
batteries, redans connecting: in the Wood {Boh de Barry), an abattis, 
or wall of felled trees, as well as cannon ; and at the point of the AV''ood, 
well within double range of Fontenoy, is a Redoubt, called of Eu 
(Redouie d*Eu, from the regiment occupying it), which will much concern 
his Royal Highness and us. Saxe has a hundred pieces of cannon ' (say 
the English, which is correct), ^consummately disposed along this space ; 
no ingress possible anywhere, except through the cannon's throat ; 
torrents of fire and cross-fire playing on you. He is armed to the teeth, 
as they say ; and has his 66,000 arranged according to the best rules of 
tactics, behind this murderous line of works. If his Royal Highness 
think of breaking-in, he may count on a very warm reception indeed. 

^Saxe is only afraid his Royal Highness will not. Outside of these 
lines, with a 50,000 dashing fiercely round us, under any kind of lead- 
ing ; pouncing on our convoys ; harassing and sieging uj, — our siege 
of Tournay were a sad outlook. And this is old Austrian Konigseck's 
opinion, too ; though, they say, lV’’aldeck and the Dutch (impetuous in 
theory at least) opined otherwise, and strengthened Royal Highness's 
view. Two young men against one old : Be it so, then ! " His Royal 
Highness, resolute for getting in, manoeuvres and investigates, all 
Monday 10th ; his cannon is not to arrive completely till niglit ; other- 
wise he would be for breaking-in at once : a fearless young man, fearless 
as ever his poor Father was ; certainly a man san^ peur, this one too ; 
whether of much avis we shall see anon. 

‘ Tuesday morning early, 11th May 1745, cannon being up, and 
dispositions made, his Royal Highness sallies out ; sees his men 
taking their ground : Dutch and Austrians to the left, chiefly opposite 
Antoine ; English, with some Hanoverians, in the centre and to the 
right; infantry in front, facing Fontenoy, cavalry to rear flanking the 
Wood of Barry, — Konigseck, Ligonier and others able, assisting to plant 
them advantageously ; cannon going, on both sides, the while ; radiant 
enthusiasm, sam peur et sans avis, looking from his Royal Highness'll 
face. He has been on horseback since two in the morning ; cannon 


started thundering between five and six^ — killed chivalrous Grammont 
over yonder (the Grammont of Dettingon)^ almost at the first volley. 
And now, about the time when ploughers breakfast (8 a.m., no ploughing 
hereabouts today 1), begins the attack, simultaneously or in swift succes- 
sion, on the various batteries which it %vill be necessary to attiick and 
storm. 


^The attacks took place; but none of them succeeded, Dutch mid 
Austrians, on the extreme left, were to have stormed Antoine by the 
edge of the River ; that was their main task ; right skirt of them to help 
U8 meanwhile with Fontenoy. And they advanced, accordingly ; but 
found the shot from Ajitoine too fierce •' especially when a subsidiary 
battery opened from across the River, and took them in flank, the Dutch 
and Austrians felt astonished ; and hastily drew aside, under some shelter- 
ing mound or earthwork they had found for themselves, or prudently 
thrown-up the night before. There, under their earthwork, stood the 
Dutch and Austrians ; patiently expecting’ a fitter time, — which indeed 
never occurred ; for always, the instant they drew-out, tlie batteries from 
Antoine, and from across the River, instantly opened upon them, and 
they had to draw-in again. So that they stood there, in a manner, all 
day ; and so to speak did nothing but patiently expect when it should be 
time to run. For which they were loudly censured, and deservedly. 
Antoine is and remains a total failure on the part of the Dutch and 
Austrians. 

' Royal Highness in person, with his English, was to attack Fontenoy ; 
— and is doing so, by battery and storm, at various points ; with emphasis, 
though without result. As preliminary, at an early stage he had eout 
forward on the right, by the Wood of Barry^, a Brigadier Ingoldsby 
^^with Semple*s Highlanders'* and other force, to silence ^^that redoubt 
yonder at the point of the Wood,** — redoubt, fort, or whatever it bo 
(famous Redoute d‘Eu, as it turned out — which guards Fontenoy to 
north, and will take us in flank, nay, in rear, as we storm the cannon of 
the Village. Ingoldsby, speed imperative on him, pushed into tho 
Wood ; found French light-troops (^^God knows how many of them 1**) 
prowling about there ; found the Redoubt a terribly strong thing, with 
ditch, drawbridge, what not ; spent thirty or forty of liis Highlanders, in 
some frantic attempt on it by rule of thumb and found He would 
need artillery ** and other things. In short, Ingoldsby, hasten what he 
might, could not perfect the preparations to his mind, had to wait for 
this and for that ; and did not storm the He doubt d'lSu at all ; but hung 
fire, in an unaccountable manner. For which he had to answer (to Court- 
Martial, still more to the Newspapers) afterwards ; and prove that it was 
misfortune merely, or misfortune and stupidity combined. Too evident, 
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progress* Huge British force, of unknown extent, is readjusting itself 
into column there, and will be upon us on the instant. Here is news 1 

^Vews true enough. The head of the English column comes to sight, 
over the rising ground, close by : their officers dolf their hats, politely 
saluting ours, who return the civility : was ever such politeness seen 
before ? It is a fact ; and among the memorablest of this Battle, 
Nay, a certain English Officer of mark,~-Lord Charles Hay the name of 
him, valued surely in the annals of the Hay and IVeeddale House,— 
steps forward from the ranks, as if wishing sometliing. Towards whom 
(says the accurate Espagnac) ' lAIarquis d’Autcroche, grenadier-lieutenant, 
with air of polite interrogation, not knowing what he meant, made a step 
or two : iVIousieur,” said Lord Charles (^Lovd Gh(ivlGS'hQ,y)^ ^ bid youi* 
people fire {faites tirer vos gBns)\” Non, Monsieur, nous ne tirons 
Jainais les premiers (We never fire first}.” ^ After you, Sirs I Is not this 
a bit of modern chivalry,^ A supreme politeness in that snifling poco- 
curaiite kind ; probably the highest point (or lowest) it ever went to. 
^VTiich I have often thought of.' 

It is almost pity to disturb an elegant Historical Passage of this kind, 
circulating rouud the world, in some glory, for a century past ; hut there 
has a small irrefragable Document come to me, which modifies it a good 
deal, and reduces matters to the business form. Lord Charles Hay, 
*■ Lieutenant-Colonel,’ practical Plead, ^ of the First Ilegiment of Foot- 
guards,’ wrote, about three weeks after (or dictated in sad sjiellirig, not 
himself able to write for wounds), a Letter to his Brother, of which here 
is an Excerpt at first hand, wdth only the spelling altered: * * * ^It 
was our Ilegiment that attacked the French Guards ; and when wo came 
within twenty or thirty paces of them, I advanced before our Ilegiment ; 
drank to them * (to the French, from the pocket-])istol one carries on 
such occasions), ^and told them that we were the English Guards, and 
hoped that they would stand till we came quite up to them, and not swim 
the Scheld as they did the Mayn at Dettingen ’ (shameful third-bridge, 
not of wood, though carpeted with blue cloth tliere) I ^ Upon which I 


^ Espagnac, ii. 6o (of the Original, Toulouse, 1789); h* 48 of the German 
Translation (Leipzig, I774)> our usual reference. Voltaire, endlessly informed 
upon details this time, is equally express ; ‘ Milord Charles Hay, capiiaiiu aux 
gardes anglaisfs, erta: '^Messieurs des gardes fran^aises, tirezP^ To which 
Count d Auteroche with a loud voice answered^ etc. {^QLuvres, vol, xxviii, 
P* ^55‘) See also Soii've)nrs du Marquis de Valfons (edited by a Grand-Nephew, 
Paris, 1S60), p. 15 1 ; a poor, considerably noisy and unclean little Book ; which 
proves unexpectedly worth looking at, in regard to some of those poor Battles 
and personages and occurrences: the Bohemian Belleisle-Broglio part, to my 
regret, if to no other person’s, has been omitted, as extinct, or undecipherable 
by the Grand-Nephew, 
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immediately’ turned about to our own Regnnent; speecJied them, and 

made them huzzah/ — 1 hope with a will. ^An Officer* (d’Auteroche) 
^caine out of the ranks, and tried to make his men huzzah; however, 
there were not above tliree or four in their Brigade that did.’ ^ * 

Very poor counter-huzzah. And not the least whisper of that sublime 
^ After you, Sirs j’ but ratherj in confused form, of quite the reverse; 
flay having been himself fired into (^fire had begun on my left* ; Hay 
totally ignorant on which side first), — fired into, rather feebly, and 
wounded by those D’Auteroche people, while he was still advancing with 



a a. Frouoh Infantry. e. Gallows-Hill, where King i i, Dutch and Ans- 

6 h. French Horae. Louis and the Dauphin trian Horae. 

0 . Itedouht d'En. were. k. Ingoldshy, starting 

d, SubsidiaryFrenoKBat- /. English Foot. (in vain) to 

tery, which talccs the ff, English Horse. attack Redoubt 

Dutch in flank. h h. Dutcli and Austrian Foot. d’Eu. 


shouldered arms ; — upon which, and not till which, he did give it them ; 
in liberal dose ; and quite blew them off the ground, for that day. From 
all which, one has to infer, 'llmt the mutual salutation by hat was probably 
a fact; that, for certain, there was some slight preliminary talk and 
gesticulation, but in the Homeric style, by no means in the Espagnac- 

"FS-p.nr.li. — not r.liTVjdrnns p.Tlip'raTn nt all. mere rniie'h banter, and what. i« 



complieSj— what could he else^ unfortunate rlieuniatic gentleman ?-~and 
is plucked away in such sudden manner^ he for one^ out of that big 
German game of his raising. The twenty vehicles are dragged different 
roads ; towards Scharzfels, Osterode^ or I know not wliere, — handiest 
roads to Hanover; — and Monseigneur himself has travelling treatment 
which might be complained of, did not one disdain complaint: 
Brother parted from me, nay, my Doctor, and my Interpreter ; ” * — not 
even speech possible to me.^ That was the Belleisle Accident in the 
Harz, Sunday Evening 20th December 1744. 

^Afflicted indignant Valori, soon enough apprised, runs to Friedrich 
with the news, — greets Friedrich with it just alighting from that 
Silesian run of his own, Friedrich, not without several other things 
to think of, is naturally sorry at such news; sorry for his own sake 
even; but not overmuch. Friedrich refuses ^^to despatch a party of 
horse, and cut-out Marechal de Belleisle. ^^That will never do, mon 
cher !” — and even gets into froides plaisanteries: Perhaps the Marechal 
did it himself? Tallard, prisoner after Blenheim, made Peace, you 
know, in England ? " — and the like ; which grieved the soul of Valori, 
and convinced him of FriedrieVs inhumanity, in a crying case. 

^Belleisle is lugged-on to Hanover; his case not doubtful to Munch- 
hausen, or the English Ministry, — though it raised great argument, 
^^was the capture fair, was it unfair? Is he entitled to exchange by 
cartel, or not entitled ?” jmd produced, in the next eight months, much 
angry animated pamphleteering and negotiation. For we hear by and 
by, he is to be forwarded to Stade, on tlie Hamburg sea-coast, where 
English Seventy-fours are waiting for him ; his case still undecided ; — 
and, in effect, it was not till after eight montlis that he got dismissal. 

Lodged handsomely in Windsor Palace,” in the interim ; free on his 
parole, people of rank very civil to him, though the Gazetteers were 
sometimes ill-tongued, — had he understood their patois, or concerned 
himself about such things.® 

' It was a current notion among contemporary mankind, this of Fried- 


^ Letter of Belleisle next morning, 'Neuhof, 21st December, 9 a.m.’ (in 
Valori, i. 204), to Mlinchhausen at Hanover, — by no possibility Uo Valori,’ as 
the distracted French Editor has given it I 
® * Tuesday 18M Peltruary* (ist March 174S), ‘Marshal Belleisle landed at 
Harwich ; lay at Greenwich Palace, having crossed Thames at the Isle of Dogs : 
next morning, about lo, set out, in a coach-and-six, Colonel Douglas and two 
troops of horse escorting; arrived 3 p.M.,-^by Camberwell, Clapham, Wands- 
worth, over Kingston and Staines Bridges,— at Windsor Castle, and the apart- 
ments ready for him,* {Gentleman's Magazine, 174$, p. 107.) Was let go 13th 
(24th) August, again with great pomp and civilities {ib, p. 442). See Adelung, 
iv. 299, 346 ; V. 83, 84, 




nch, tlmt ncuoiHioH nup^nc. oo a moro coiiunion, mcnut to nrlng 

Abotit ft in thftt '[ftllfti'd fftHhioii, witlo of tlio truth aa auch n 

notion i«, far na any Ih'aoo wjw fn uii following*. 'I'o UriUiniiio Goorg'o 
and hlB llanovorluMH it had inoroly Bornunl, Horn waa a chief War** 
Caplnin ftud DiploiuftttHt aiiuiu^^ the French ; the pivot of all U\oho 
world-wido movornontH, ft« Valori dofiupa him ; which pivot^ a ohnuco 
offorin^; it wore well to twitrli from Ita Hockotj and hoo wlmt would 
follow. PerhapH nothinpf will follow; next to noUiing? A world, all 
walUlng in mad war, i« not to bo ntoppod by noting on any pivot ; your 
waltzing world will find now pivotn, or do without auy, and purhapa 
only waltz llio more madly for wanting tlio principal ono. ' 

Thia withdrawal of the ono P'ronchnmu rt‘.s|)(‘clo(l 

by I'Vicdricli, or much iiitoroslod for Iun own Hako in thingn 
German, is reckonotl a main ouuso why Iho Kronoh Alliance 
turned-ont ho ill for h'riodricli ; and why French odbrl took 
more and more a NothevlHiulH tlirocUon tlu'nccforlh, and tlmso 
new French nuvgnanimiticH on KrieilviclpH hcluvlf issued in 
futility again. Frohahly they never covdd have issued in 
very much: but it is corlaiu that, from this point, they also 
do become zero ; and that Friedrich, from his French alliance, 
reaped from first to last nothing at all, except a great (l<»al of 
ohlotpiy from (German neigldiours, and from the hVench side 
endless trouble, anger and (lisappoinliiKuiL in every particular. 
Whicli might lx? a Joy ((hough tiol unmixed) to Jlritannio 
Majesty and the snhile fowlers who had ginned this fim^ 
Belleisle bird in its flight ov(T LIh! Harz U/iiige ? Though 
again, luul they passively let him wing Ids way, and he had 
ffol ‘to he (loMiniander and MaimgmV as was in agilation,™ 
he, BclleiHle and in (hnunany, inslead of Mareehal t\c, Saxe 
with the Nellua'lands aa chief Hccne,— what an advantage 
might that liave hci'n to them i 

The Knher Karl VI L MTurvd ^frovt Oppr(\uUin.% in a ir(tppc 

^V(up Frkdnch //ro/s^.VfW Vtuur^ hut to no purpose 

A fltill «a<ld(T enisH for Friedrieh, in the cnrnuii of fonugn 
Accidents and Diploniacies, was the next that befell; exactly 
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rr .rx. xi/ jtl r. 

[20th Jan.- 32 d April 1745 

a mouth later, — at Munchen, 20th January 1746. Hardly 
was Belleisle’s back turned, when her Hungarian Majesty, by 
her Bathyani and Company, broke furiously in upon the poor 
Kaiser and his Seckendorf-Segur defences. Belleisle had not 
reached the Harz, when all was going topsy-turvy there again, 
and the Donau-Valley fast falling back into Austrian hands. 
Nor is that the worst, or nearly so. 

^ MuncheUy % 0 th January 1746, This day poor Kaiser Karl kid down 
liis earthly burden here^ and at length give all his enemies the slip. He 
had been ill of gout for some time J a man of much malady always, with 
no want of vexations and apprehensions. Too likely the Austrians will 
drive him out of Miinchen again ; then nothing but furnished lodgings, 
and the Frencli to depend upon. He had been much chagrined by some 
Klection, just done, in the Chapter of Salzburg.^ The Archbishop there, 
— it was Firmian, he of the Sahbicrg JErnigraiionj memorable to readers, — 
had died, some while ago. And now, in flat contradiction to Imperial 
customs, prerogatives, these people had admitted an Austrian Garrison ; 
and then, in tlie teetli of our express precept, had elected an Austrian to 
their benefice .* what can one account it but an insult as well as an 
injury? And the neuralgic maladies press sore, and the gouty twinges; 
and Belleisle is seized, perhaps with important papers of ours ; and the 
Seckondorf-Segur detachments were ill placed ; nay, here are the Austrians 
already on the throat of them, in mid-winter I It is said, a babbling 
valet, or lord -in-waiting, liappened to talk of some skirmish tliat had 
fallen out (called a battle, in the valet rumour), and how ill the French 
and Bavarians had fared in it, owing to their ill behaviour. And this, 
add they, proved to be the ounce-weight too much for the so heavy-laden 
back. 

^ The Kaiser took to bed, not much complaining; patient, mild, though 
the saddest of all mortals ; and, in a day or two, died. Adieu, adieu, ye 
loved faithful ones ; pity me, and pray for me ! He gave his Wife, poor 
little fat devout creature, and his poor Children (eldest lad, his Heir, 
only seventeen), a tender blessing ; solemnly exhorted them, To eschew 
ambition, and be warned by his example; — to make their peace with 
Austria ; and never, like him, try com' e duro callCj and what the charity 
of Christian Kings amounts to. This counsel, it is thought, the Empress 
Dowager zealously accedes to, and will impress upon her Son. Tliat is 
the Austrian and Cause-of-Liberty account; King Friedrich, from the 
other side, has heard a directly opposite one. How tlie Kaiser, at the 


' Adelung, iv, 249, 276, 313. 
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point of deaths exhorted his boDj Never forget the services which the 
King of France and the King of Prussia have done us^ and do not repay 
them with ingratitude/’ ^ The reader can choose which he will^ or reject 
both into the region of the uncertain, ^^Karl Albert’s pious and 
affectionate demeanour drew tears from all eyes/’ say the bystanders : 
^^the manner in which he took leave of his Empress would have melted 
a heart of stone.” He was in his forty-eighth year ; he had been, of all 
men in his generation, the most conspicuously unhappy/ 

What a downrush of confusion there ensued on this event, 
not to Bavaria alone, but to all the world, and to King 
Friedrich more than another, no reader can now take the 
pains of conceiving. The * Frankfurt Union,’ then, has gone 
to air ! Here is now no Kaiser to be delivered from 
oppression ’ : here is a new Kaiser to be elected , — ^ Grand- 
Duke Fi*anz the man,’ cry the Pragmatic Potentates with 
exultation, ‘ no Belleisle to disturb 1 ’ — and questions arise 
innumerable thereupon. Will France go into electioneering 
again? The new Kur-Baiern, only seventeen, poor child, 
cannot be set-up as candidate. What will France do with 
him ; what he with France ? Whom can the French try as 
Candidate against the Grand-Duke ? Kur-Sachsen, the Polish 
Majesty again ? Belleisle himself must have paused uncertain 
over such a welter, — and probably have done, like the others, 
little or nothing in it, but left it to collapse by natural 
gravitation. 

Hungarian Majesty checked her Bavarian Armaments a 
little : ‘ If perhaps this young Kur-Baiern will detach himself 
from France, and on submissive terms come over to us?’ 
Whereupon, at IN'Iunchen, and in the cognate quarters, such 
wriggling, dubitating and diplonmtising, as seldom was, — 
French, Anti-French (Seckendorf busiest of all), straining 
every nerve in that way, and for almost three months, nothing 

cominfy of it. till Hii-ncrflrifln Mflipsfv spnf Vipv PKrpnblono 


Friedrich has still his hopes of Bavaria, so graiulilotpu*nt 
arc the French in rc<^mrd to it; who hut would hope? 'Bho 
French di])lc)inatisc to all k‘i^f>;ths in Miuichen, ])roinising seas 
and mountains; but they j)erronn little; in an eneclual 
manner, nothing. Bavarian ‘Army raised to (i(),000d counts 
in fact little above luilf that number; with no (Jeneral to it 
but an imaginary one; Segur’s actual French contingent, 
instead of ^5,000 is perhaps 1J3,()00 ; and so of oilier 
things. Add to all which, Seclunidovr is there, not now us 
War-General, but as extra-oHicial ‘Adviser''; busier than 
ever, — ‘scaiulalous old traitor!' say the hVench ; and 
Friedrich may justly fear tliat Bavaria will go, by collapse, a 
bad road for him. 

Friedrich, a week or two aftm* the Kaiser's dealb, seeing 
Bavarian and Frencli things in such a hypulbelic stah*, 
instructs his Ambassador at J.ondon to declart* his, h'riedrieb's, 
perfect readiness and wish for IVuce ; * Old 'I'realy of Breslau 
and Berlin made indubitable to me; llu* rest of the quarrel 
has, by decease of the Kaiser, gone to air.' To which Ibe 
Britannic Majesty, rather elated at this liiue, as all Fraginalie 
people are, answers somewhat in a (‘areUiss way, ‘ Well, if the 
others like it!' and promises that he will pro|mHe it in the 
pro))cr (luartcr. So that hencisforlh there is aUvays a liope 
of Peace through Knglaiui ; as well as eiJiitrariwisi*, espeeiaily 
till Bavaria settle itself (in April next), a hope of great 
assistance from the French. Ihfre are pol.culiuH tit's and 
counter-potentialities, which make the Bavarian lulrieaey 
very agitating to the young Jving, wliiltr it; lasts. And 
indeed his world is one huge imbroglio of Potentialities 
and l)i])lomatic Intricacies, agilating to behold, (‘oneeruing 
which we have again to remark liow thest? huge Spectres of 
Diplomacy, now tilling Friedrich’s world, came luosUy in 
result to Notl\ing; — shaping themselves wholly, for or against, 
in exact proportion, direct or inverse, to the actual kluanlily 
of Battle and cdective Performance that hap|)ened lo Ik* 
found in Friedrich himself. Diplomatic Sped rali lies, wide 
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Fatamorganas of hope, and hideous big Bugbears blotting-out 
the sun : of these, few men ever had more than Friedrich at 
this time. And he is careful, none careful er, not to neglect 
his Diplomacies at any time ; — though he knows, better than 
most, that good fighting of his own is what alone can 
determine the value of these contingent and aerial quantities, 
— mere Lapland witchcraft the greater part of them. 

A second grand Intricacy and difficulty, still more enigmatic, 
and pressing the tighter by its close neighbourhood, was that 
with the Saxons. ‘Are the Saxons enemies; are they friends.? 
Neutrals at lowest ; bound by Treaty to lend Austria troops ; 
but to lend for defence merely, not for offence ! Could not 
one, by good methods, make friends with his Polish Majesty?'' 
Friedrich was far from suspecting the rages that lurked in 
the Polish Majesty, and least of all owing to what. Owing 
to that old Moravian-Foray business ; and to his, Friedrich’s, 
behaviour to the Saxons in it ; excellent Saxons, who had 
behaved so beautifully to Friedrich ! That is the sad fact, 
however. Stupid Polish Majesty has his natural envies, 
jealousies, of a Brandenburg waxing over his head at this 
rate. But it appears, the Moravian Foray entered for a 
great deal into the account, and was the final overwhelming 
item. Biiihl, by much descanting on that famous Expedi- 
tion, — with such candid Eyewitnesses to appeal to, such 
corroborative Staff- officers and appliances, powerful on the 
idle heart and weak brain of a Polish Majesty, — has brought 
it so far. Fixed indignation, for intolerable usage, especially 
in that Moravian-Foray time : fixed ; not very malignant, 
but altogether obstinate (as, I am told, that of the pacific 
sheep species usually is) ; which carried Brlihl and his Polish 
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excessive. For our next CampaigHj if it is to be done in the 
way essential, there are, by rigorous arithmetic, 900,000i»' 
needed. A frugal Prussia raises no new taxes ; pays its Wars 
from ‘ the Treasure,’ from the Fund saved beforehand for 
emergencies of that kind ; Fund which is running low, 
threatening to be at the lees if such drain on it continue. 
To fight with effect being the one sure hope, and salve for all 
sores, it is not in the Army, in the Fortresses, the Fighting 
Equipments, that there shall be any flaw left I Friedrich’s 
budget is a sore problem upon him ; needing endless shift 
and ingenuity, now and onwards, through this war : — already, 
during these months, in the Berlin Schloss, a great deal of 
those massive Friedrich- Wilhelm plate Sumptuosities, especi- 
ally that unparalleled Music-Balcony up stairs, all silver, has 
been, under Fredersdorfs management, quietly taken away; 
^carried over, in the night-time, to the Mint.’^ 

And, in fact, no modern reader, not deeper in that dis- 
tressing story of the Austrian-Succession War than readers 
are again like to be, can imagine to himself the difficulties of 
Friedrich at this time, as they already lay disclosed, and kept 
gradually disclosing themselves, for months coming ; nor will 
ever know what perspicacity, patience of scanning, sharpness 
of discernment, dexterity of management, were required at 
Friedrich’s hands ; — and under what irnminency of peril, too ; 
victorious deliverance, or ruin and annihilation, wavering fear- 
fully in the balance for him, more than once, or rather all 
along. But it is certain the deeper one goes into that 
hideous Medea’s Caldron of stupidities, once so flamy, now 
fallen extinct, the more is one sensible of Friedrich’s diffi- 
culties ; and of the talent for all kinds of Captaincy, — by no 
means in the Field only, or perhaps even chiefly, — that was 
now required of him. Candid readers shall accept these hints 
and do their best : — Friedrich himself made not the least 
complaint of men’s then misunderstanding him ; still less will 
he now ! We, keeping henceforth the Diplomacies, the vaporous 
1 Orlich, ii. 126-128. 





CJiAr. vi.j 

iCrelhidows, and general Dance of nnclcan vS}.iril« will* t!t«-u 
intrigues and specLralitics, well uiKlergrouml, «) far iw 
will stick to what conies up os practical I’crfuidituia' »n 
Friedrich’s part, and try to give intelligible nccounl of that. 

Valori says, he is greatly changed, and for the iK-tlcr. by 
these late reverses of fortune. All the world notico^ it, wva 
Valori. No longer that brief infallibility of iiianiicri that 
lofty light air, that politely disdainful view of Valori and 
mankind ; he has now need of men. (knujilaiiiH of nothing, 
is cheerful, (juizzicah - ardently Ini.sy to 'giiottont the 
notches,’ as our jiroverh is; has a milil luiiimnc a-ijHct, 
something of modesty, almost of piety in him. Help in<-, 
thou Supreme I’ower, Maker of men, if my jinr[)0’,tv» nse 
manlike! Though one does not go upon the I’ravei't nf 
Forty-Hours, or apply through HI. Vitim ami Jimli ebuimel'*, 
there may he something of aullioiitie petition to lleavrn to 
the thoughts of that young man. He is grown very atniable ; 
the handsomest young hit of lloyalty now going. He mint 
fight well next Summer, or it will go haril with him ! 


C'lIAPTMH VI 


VAI.OIH GOl'tS ON an Kt.HOrfONKKItINO Ml.*»SIoN' T(S 
Dltl'.SDI'.N 


SoMK time in .Tamiary, a new Krenelmmn, a ' t In-valirt dr 
Courten, il the name is known lo anihixlv, w«.,s hrir at 
Berlin; consulting, settling about imitual inlrsmta and 
operations. Since Belloisle is .simlche.l from im, il n uc.rs 
sary some Courten .should come; and pnalinr «}iat h.- |,«i 
got: little of seLtlement, I slmuid fear, of <ir|ii„lr 
that will hold water; in regard to War opriatmm> .t.oHv a 
magazine of clouds.' For the reri. the llmauan .[o.-,tmn ; 

* Specimens <if ii, in im 


and very specially, Who the new Emperor is to be ? ^ King 

of Poland, thinks your Majesty?’ — ‘By all means,’ answers 
Friedrich, ‘ if you can ! Detach him from" Austria ; that 
will be well ! ’ Which was reckoned magnanimous,- at least 
public-spirited, in Friedrich ; considering what Saxony’s 
behaviour to him had already been. ‘ By all means, his 
Polish Majesty for Kaiser; do our utmost, Excellencies 
Valori, Courten and Company ! ’ answers Friedrich, — and for 
his own 2^art, I observe, is intensely busy upon Army matters, 
looking after the naain chance. 

And so Valori is to go to Dresden, and manage this cloud 
or cobwebbery department of the thing ; namely, persuade his 
Polish Majesty to stand for the Kaisership : “Baiern, Pfalz, 
Kdln, Brandenburg, there are four votes, Sire ; your own is 
five : sure of carrying it, your Polish Majesty ; backed by the 
Most Clndstian King, and his Allies and resources 1 ” And 
Polish Majesty does, for his own share, very much desire to 
be Kaiser, But none of us yet knows how he is tied-up by 
Austria, Anti-Friedrich, Anti-French consideiations ; and can 
only ‘ accept if it is offered me ’ : thrice- willing to accept, if it 
will fall into my mouth; which, on those terms, it has so 
little chance of doing ! — Saxony and its mysterious affairs and 
intentions liaving been, to Friedrich, a riddle and trouble and 
astonishment, during all this Campaign, readers ought to know 
the fact well ; — and no reader could stand the details of such 
a fact. Here, in condensed form, are some scraps of Excerpt ; 
which enable us to go with Valori on this Dresde Mission, 
and look for ourselves : 

1°. JFriedricKs Position towards SaMny 

♦ ^ niy known Treaty, the Polish Majesty is bound to assist the 
Hungarian with 12,000 men, whenever invaded in her own dominions.” 
PofiKh MfijcHty had 20,000 in the field for that object lately, — part of 
thorn, 0,000 of them, hired by Britannic subsidy, as he alleges. The 
(jnostioii now is, Will Saxony assist Austria in invading Silesia, with or 
without Britannic subsidy? Friedrich hopes that this is impossible. 
Friedricli is deeply unaware of the humour he has raised against him- 


in UU 1 Mvtun i ouri ; iniw ihti rnuHh Mnji‘hty rt’K^niH Umt 

♦Ntnrrtviifm Fiirfty ; vvith nlmt a Imlnnl Ultlo Uriilil regrirdM him, 

Frinlrii'li ; anil t<» pitidi nnnuuuur, nwin^ to Murnvinn Fumy 
sUrvinj(«, nmrrhui^?^ «Hm>t ftinl inhuman titNUnnmt (»f tho poor Hnxnn 
i\finy» nut tn nunitiuii tithrr tdrtnu’«*s innl «ll(irlivn rnnMitluruliuiiM, Hrhhl 
liM thu ahnjda IhilUh Maju^ty ni^uin^t Frimlrdoh, 'I'Iu'hu IhlnK^i 
ihi'y gratUtwliy unfolilrHl thrm«ulvr^ tn Frimlrit’li, wt^rn vi'ry Huriudwlng, 
Ami jjruviHl vr^ry iliiunlvftnUK^iua ut t)u' jiru^niit juiu’lnro ami fur n Inn^ 
Ihnu aftprwarrU. 'I’n Friudrifh tUntuh ujUn^rnuff nml HUrjiriNin^ ; niul to 
Huxuny, in tlm i^inl, ruinnn « ; |}um* Snxniiy havinj^ jcot iU hm*k lirnkon hy 
Umin, ftiul imvar jsIihu! u \* in thn wrnrhl niurn \ IlnintHi hy tliia win'trlmfl 
httla Jlfiihl ; aini rmhu ud, tVmn thn hrat iduvu In Nurtlmru 'IVntMrhhiml, 
tn ft ftwjunl ur ihltih or in» rrul nt all/ 


Si*, VVnir fct a * (’’nim nf (Hth Jmnmrv 17*hr0; 

itml MiU mnrr .y¥i niWv a '^Thattf uf Ilnnvnu*' (Hth 
Jummry tHth Mnv 174.^) 

^Jttinmry Hth, hrfnru tlm t>hl K<‘t rnnhiul In Hchlu- 

«i0n »|i«in«jt IVann, thrrt^ Imd tnui Unlful itsmlf «l Wnriafiw, hy way nf 
rmnniE'rjiujttu to Um “'FfAnkfnrt IhiiuMj** a '•'Ihuun uf \\*Ana«w," rnlkul 
ftUu ''U^uw»lrn|ilu AltUinm uf W ; thn Pavlira lu whlt li FnlUh 

Mttjdftty, lIunjirttiMU tUUu, Fttnm Mnvurfij ami thr ftw 

Fnrju'htddrru ; »tipuUliin<, to thu ulltn l ; *'\V> >tUl hold tt>gnllmr 

in affairs of llm tUfrh that ttanKurrmsi Frnnklnrt Ihiiim; wn will" 

♦1m ft ^aro'Ey t»f ualntary thintfa ; ami ft*< ofm jnrti'lh'al Ihioj^, '''nuMf* 

ithftii hi*, ihui Hra^un, Hfttoit** ronjoiiiiMl to ihn Analti»n» I'orro, for 

wrhirh W0 Finwrra will lurniah nultaiily." ‘I'hi^ ««« thn tnin prarllrttl 
|H«int Btiunlfttfd, January luh ; wml fftrthrr ihun tliia thn Ihiwom tthi 
not go, now or aflurwanla, in that affair. 

' Ihil tlmro ihfU |(rujt»i>iird hy llit* Foliaii ami IlniiKuiinn 
in ihr form of .^rtrat Arin*lre, an ii!trrinr Ihojrt t; with wloi h tin* 
Fowpfo, r’tpnreaaing rnnrt* ♦UaiHE*ht*r ami ovrii ahhorruntro of U, rofuartl lo 
hftvo any roiur'rji now or hmn ufortli. Foliah Mttjraty, lit Iu«|ir4 It wiitihi 
hftvi* hrr*n hrUor tftkru, hat! givpn lila HnjWKi ixililiofa nt a laln nf anlmhiy 
inirat *ilMnG)!v lowi, only FMijanV, fur tim wholo: hnt thn Hon Ihiv^rora 
wrra limBorahlr, prrhapa alioost rrjH’titrd of thrir lAffjKHl/. ; anti would 
hrar ntiUnog farlhipr of »«'» rut Aflo lr^ anil dulirions Ihojn t^i. 

'So that thu " I'ninn of *' had to rrtiru to itw pigoun hulu, 

rontujkt With prodm ing iho^u for tin* imnnnlinto orraaluii ; 

and thuri:* had to hr» ronroriiol htivKm'n ihu l*iiH«>U ami Httugarian 
thpft^S'ohr^ what t« now, tu ihu niodrrn Fainphlofa, rallrd a 



^^TrcMy of A^'^tirsiuv/ — mucl! dinVroiit from tho inuoriMit Unum of 
Warnaw"; it in nu>roly llio sporilyin};? niul fixiuK'do'^n of wlmt 

had bftoii Hlmtlovvod-out uh Kocret oodioiln in Naid Union/' wlion tlm Sea- 
Power parlicH ohHtirmtoly recoiled, 'iVeiily of W^arwiw let uh cotilinuo 
to call it; th()u/;h ita actnal \)irUw])hu'e wan Umjv/ik (In the pr«fotttuU'«t 
fiocrocy, IBtli Aluy iTdfi), nhovo four montliH after it hnd tried to h& horn 
at M^arsaw, and failed a« aforenald. Wjirwiw Uni(jn i« not worDi Mpeaking 
of; hut IhiH other in a Treaty highly remarkahle to the rwder,'— and to 
Friodricli was ahnoBt infinitely soj wlion ho cainu to get wind of it long 
after. 

^'I’roaty which^ thougl^ it jirovod ahovtional, and mwer came to fulfil- 
ment in any part of it, ia at Uuh day one of the reinarkaldoHt hiU of 
shcopskin oxt/uit in the world, It wjw aigned lllth May and had 

cost a great deal of painful contriving, capahle ntill of new nlleritig and 
rotoucliiug, to hit inulnal viewH ; 'I’reaty not only for rec(w»nnering *S(le«la 
(which to tho Two MajeslicH, though it did not to the .Sea lkjwer«, Heeinw 
infallihlo; in Kriedricii'fi now vmiued circumhiunccH), hut for cnlilug- 
down tlmt had Noighljour to Hoinelhing li]c(» the diinenaions proper for 
a Jirandcnl>urg VaHHuI ;--dn fact, <|uito tlm ohi ** UeteHlnhle Project" of 
»Spring 17*11, only inoro elahoratod into detail (in wliich Hritamdc Ueorge 
knows hotter than to meddle !) Saxony tf» have share of the parings, 
wlion wo got them. 'MVlmt Hhare?" askiul Saxony, and hmg keeps 
asking. road to ^VarHaw ; strip of Country carryitig from the 

end of tho r#ftUHiti!;, which is oiirs, into PolantI, which we IruNt wdll 
coiitinuo ours, would ho very handy ! Diichy <»r <ilogau ; tioine wiiiall 
paring of Siloaia, won't yovir Majesty?" ^'Of my Silesia not <um hand* 
breadth/' aruswored tho Queen impatiently (though aha tlld at ln«t 
concodo Home outlying linndhrcadtliH, famed tdd **(‘jrcle of Schwiolnm," 
if 1 rocolloot) ; and they have Imd to think (jf other tw|ulvftleut ja^rluga 
for Saxony’s behoof (Magdeburg, Ilalherhladt, Srmle Circlo, or one know« 
not what); and have hnd, and will have, their ndocH to get it lixed, 
Excollout hoarnkin to he slit it\to HtrupH ; only the hear i« still on hU 
foot! — Polinh Majesty and Hungarifin, Polish with especial vjgtmr, Hrhlil 
(piito rofttloBB upon it, are,- lillhi Vnlori or any mortal could drearn of 
it, — engaged in this purUU<ni of the hcar«kln, when Vrdori arriv<M<. Of 
their innocent Union of W'arsaw', tliere was, from the first, lU) secret 
made; hut tlio Document now called Trntfy ut Wnrimw** nepfla to lin 
ROCTOt and thricc-Kccrot ; and it w'aa nut till 17fid that KviedrieU, havirtg 
unoartliod it hy iiiduHtrioH (»f hin tjw n, and studied it with great Intensity 
for fioino years, mado it known to tho world.' ^ 

’ Scluill, ii. 350. 

* Adcluug, V. 308, 397 *, Kaukc, iii. a3i (who, for home tcA^wUi ul Ion own, 
dales * 3i/Mtty ’ instead of 18M). 


'IVoatit'ai vnpon)u« FofOHhmluwa of HvonU, Imvo oflcnoMt noiootlung of 
tho ill Ihoin ; uiul nro impurliuio lo luunau imturo, lon^^in^ for tlio 
lOvoiiU IhoiiiHolvoN ; nil tho more If they Imvo proved nhortiomil 'rreuticM^ 
ftiul heeoiuo iloulily ghont-like or f(luiNtly. NeverlheleMH tho render i« to 
notn well tliia 'IVenty of NVorniuv, imporlnut to Krieilrieli niul him ; 
find indeed it In perlmpK the reinnrknhloat Trenty, nborliontil or rcnliMod, 
vvliieli 1^^^ )mrchment iu tlmt t Century, For Uiougli it jiroved nhnr* 
lionul, nnd no jinrt of it, now or nflerwurdH, could ho oxoeuled, nnd oven 
tho auliMidy nnd Hnxoim (atipulnted In tho fffiion of ^\^lrHftw*') 

heenrno crow*«-iuent In a nwinnor, thin prelenmlnrnl ^^ 'IVenty of U’^nr- 
wnw/' troddon^dfjwa nover ao mueli by ihe Imel of Dewtiny, niul hy tho 
weif^lit of Now ‘IVentleM, HUperHediiif( it or preNUpponinK itn impoMHihility 
or ineonreivnifility, ivoitld hy no meriuM die (Nueli the humour of llrOlil, 
of tho Two MtijeHlien nml dlhern) ; Imt Iny nlive under the uhIioh, cnrefully 
tended, for 'IVn or Twenty Vt*nrn t<i etmie ; nnd lind ^(Jt nil Kuropo 
kindled ngnin, for deatroetion of Umt hnd NiUKlihour, heforo it would 
llHelf eoiiMent Lo |<o out ! And did nuereed in fcettiiig tSaxony’H buck 
broken, If not the had Neighhour'fi, in nimwer to tlui humour of little 
liriihl ; uufortuiinlo Snxonv to poRMenn imeii n Hrdhl ! 

Jn Lho«o henuliful Suxun Au^trinn developmeuU of the 'rreuly of 
Wni>uw, (Vnriim ICli/iiheth, luddiiuK nhout In ihut unlovely whirlpool of 
intrigueH, luiiourH, devoliouH nnd NlronK liiiuor, which her llintory Ih, 
look (nnk not for what reantm) n lively pin t : nnd nlremly In Ihia •Spring' 
they hope nlie couhl, hy ^n gill of two millionM for lier jdi'iiMuroH' 
(gift MO euHy to you Sen |h>vvei'n)« he htirred up to Huger ngniuMl Friedrich, 
Ami nhe did, iu olTect, fiMun IIiIm time, hover nlumt in n mnnner tpieMtion- 
nhle to I'VletIrieh ; though not yet in nnger, hut only willi the wlnh lo he 
imjuH'lnnt, nnd lo make lierBell’ felt In Inorign ulfnirM, ^V'he^lter tlie 
SeH-FowerM gave her that Irille of pocket looney (* fur her pleuMureH'}, 
I never kiunv ; hut it cerlnln tlu»y upenl, lirat am! IomI, very large 
nmuuntN that wny, upon her and hem; I'ljiecinlly the FngllHh <rul, with 
whftt reault may he connidereil ((uetitiimuhle. 

Ah fur tlrnf von Hrithl, luoni rising mun of Saxony, once n pnge ; now 
hy induBtry King Augtml im/b fir«t favourite and factolumj the fact that 
he corilittlly hntea I’Vledfirh i« too evident; hut ihe ulty i« not known 
to me. Kxci'pt indecfl, 'I'hal no man, especially no man vvilh three 
hundred and sixty live faBhoinaide «iuiU of clothi*^^ usually about hiiUi 
ditrerenl suit each day of the yetr, can lie cofnfm table In the evident 
contempt of anolluw man. tUher man of satcnstlc lianterliig turn, too ; 
tongue aliarp needles; whose sayings many hirdw of the air are huMy 
to carry nhoul. Year alter year, Itruhl ulouhtlesa with lielp enough that 
way, if there had neciled sorh) hate^ him mcjre ami more; aN the too- 
iovittl (’.ftariim herself cornea to dti, woumb'd hy thiiigM that hir»U have 
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carried, And now wo will K’’ Vnlori, l‘oUor inln mmirt 

tliingH tlmn Valori yot ran. 


3® Jtrouni nf/iis ,\fU\'ion (in onninrvoni innu)' 

^Valori' (I could kiionh nhout the lOlh of Krlouaiy, Imt llirr*' i»i no 
date ut all) ^ wjih doajmtcliod to UrcHtlon with that tiuo |»rnirrt. lhili»>h 
Maje.sly for Kaiwor: in a\illioriHod to oifrr nuot, with inoiioy 

corroHpondinfc, and no oni\ brilliant, onlltoik^* ; Krop back \\U 

oftorBj howovor, if ho fnul tiio pritplo indiHponotl. U hit-h lio did, to an 
oxfcromo dofcroo ; nolhinK hut va^^uo lalk| jirni-ra.'^jt inn lion, hr«»Ulton on 
tho part of lirOhl. 'I'lnH wrotchcMl little lUohl toohe UUnr^ alw«)« 
flowing for hlrnj and tbroa liundrod and Mi\lv live ftoiin of tdothm : mt 
many Buita, ull pictured in a Ibmk ; a valet entora oNory loorninK* 
propoHOH ft 8uit, which, after dolihoratiiin. with pr»lm|>« atnritilniriit«, is 
ftcccdod to, and worn at dinner, \'ftincHt of human oloihcs hofaea ; 
fooliwhoHt coxcomb Valori liaa neon ; it is vi^ijhly ]ii« inilimi that it wuh 
hoj Jlrllhl, by biw Hnxon nuxiliarie^t, by bi« ma^ierly of poin-y, 

tliftt c.liockmated Krledrieln ami drove him from llobomia Irt^n Vo.ir ; amk 
for tho rent, that Friedrich ia ruineil, nnd will ritlmr »hiik out ol 
or 1)0 cut to rihl) 0 !iH there l)y tlto Austrian fon e this Nummor. 'To irtrhivh 
Vftlori hinlri diNscnt; but It in 111 rj^ceised. Valmd »rc« llie Ktni^; fnuU 
him, fts expected, tho fucHlmlle of Uriihl in this u\atlcr ; Jreuit thmrini 
tho like: liow otlierwine? 'lliey Imvo his Majenty in their leash, and 
load him m they phutKC, 

*At four every morning, llfm tJuarini, Jestiit (“unfeaimr to tbn King 
and Queen, comen to HrUbl ; Itriilil settles willi bin) wbat bin Mtuesiv 
Khali think, in reference to current this day ; («uartin thrn 

gooHj confoHHOH both MaJenlieH ; confesHea, abnihcs, turns in the due way 
to Hocular malterH, At nine, llrtihl himself arrives, fnr IVivy ('iinm il: 

ifl your MitjoHiy pleased to Ujink on lbe«r points nf rmreiit 
buHinoBH?*' MajcHty aerenely iHsues hU thouglits, in the {Arm t»f ordera ; 
which aro found corrju’.t to pattern, 'riiis U the process with hi« Majeay. 
A poor M.ijoHty, taking deeply into lohacco j this is the way they have 
him bonoltod, aa in a dark cocoon of colnvebs, tendering the whole wmrld 
inviHlhlo to him, \Fl\ich cunning arrangement in ttnue atid nmre per * 
footed every year; ho that on all rt»ad« he travels, he it tu ma*s, in hunt, 
to dinner, anywhillier in hm I’alace or nut of it, there are fatthful 
croftturoB koejiing oyo, wlio admit no uiihufe man to the least glnnpae of 
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them iu his timej not ouo of which did any business at all, but ended 
in Liberum Veto, and Billingsgate conflagration, perhaps with swords 

drawn ; ^ — business more and more disagreeable to him. What can I 

Valori expect, on this heroic occasion, from such a King ? ^ 

^The Queen herself, Maria Theresa's Cousin, an ambitious hard- ? 

favoured Majesty, — who had sense once to dislike Bruhl, but has been 
quite reconciled to him by her Jesuit Messenger of Heaven (which latter 

is an oily, rather stupid creature, who really wishes well to her, and ^ 

loves a peaceable life at any price), — even she will not take the bait, 

Valori was in Dresden nine days (middle part of February, it is likely) ; ^ 

never produced his big bait, his 60,000 men and other brilliances, at all. 

He saw old Feldmarschall Konigseck passing from Vienna towards the 

Netherlands Camp ; wliere he is to dry-nurse (so they irreverently call ^ 

it, in time coming) his Royal Highness of Cumberland, that magnificent 

English Babe of War, and do feats with him this Summer,' Konigseck, i 

though Valori did not know it, has endless diplomacies to do withal ; ; 

inspections of troops, advisings, in Hanover, in Holland, in Dresden " 

here;® — and secures the Saxon Electoral- Vote for his Grand-Duke in j 

passing. ^ The welcome given to Konigseck disgusted Valori ; on the 
ninth day he left ; said adieu, seeing them blind to their interest ; and 

took post for Berlin,' — where he finds Friedrich much out of humour at ^ 

the Saxon reception of his magnanimities.® ^ 

This Saxon intricacy, indecipherable, formidable, con- 4 

temptible, was the plague of Friedrich‘*s life, one considerable 
plague, all through this Campaign. Perhaps nothing in the ’ 

Diplomatic sphere of things caused him such perplexity, ! 

vexation, indignation. An insoluble riddle to him ; extremely J 

contemptible, yet, — with a huge Russia tacked to it, and | 

looming minatory in the distance, — from time to time, ■ 

formidable enough. Let readers keep it in mind, and try j 

to imagine it. It cost Friedrich such guessing, computing, i 

arranging, rearranging, as would weary the toughest reader to : 

hear of in detail. How Friedrich did at last solve it (in \ 

December coming), all readers will see with eyes ! — ^ 

^ See Buchholz, ii, 154 j etc. ® Anonymous, Duke of Cumberland^ p. 186. : 

® Valori, i. 211*219; CEuvres de Fridiric^ iii. 84-86. For details on Brlihl, 
see Graf von Brilhl^ Leben tind Charakler No Place) ; Anonymous, by one 

Justi, a noted Pamphleteer of the time: exists in English too, or partly exists; - 

but is unreadable, except on compulsion ; and totally unintelligible till after very 
much inquiry elsewhere. 


Mhhlk-Ilhinv xlnmj hi a Mt/r ; liuvat Uin 

Inlriracjl .stiihw' itsri/l the xcrauf^ 

Early in March it becotucs hunuiHablc Ibal MaillcluiiH'H 
Mulclle-Rhino Army will not go a good n)utl. Maillohoi*. 1ms 
been busy in those coiiuirifs, working extt‘nsi\r disroutcnt ; 
bullying nmnkintl ‘ to join the I'ninkfurt rnion*' to join 
Franco at any rale, which nobody would cot^Mud to; and 
exacting merciless contrihulionSi which cvcnlnHly had ttj 
couBont to and pay. - And now, on D'Aluvmhcrg s mnv 
advance, with that poor Fraction of IVngmatic Army, 
roused from its winter sleep, Maillchois, wilhont waiting for 
E’Ahremherg’B attack, raj)idly callH-iu his truvulcni detach 
ments, and rolls confusedly hack into the Frankfurt 
Upon which D’Ahremherg, if hy no mcann going upon 
Maillobois’s tliroat, — “«ets, at least, to cot'iring Wjlhrhn ot 
Hessen, our only friend in Ihost* parts; who U alirady a 
good (leal disgusti'd with tlu^ Maillehois pnurdiues, ami at 
a loss what to do on the Kaiser's death, uhich has killnl 
the Frankfurt Union too, Wise Wilhelm ccniMmiH, tnuler 
lyAhremberg's menaces, to bci’ome Ni-ulral; ami ret^dl lui 
6,000 out of Baien\, -'Wi«heH he had them home hmiile him 
even now 1 

With an Election in tlm wind, it is douhly neeewirv ftir 
the French, who Imve not even a Candidate as yi-t, to stand 
Rupreme and minatory in Ihe Frankfurt (‘ountry; and to 
King Friedrich it is painfully tiueslioimhlc, whether .\taitleluus 
can do it * Do it we will ; (hmhl not that, ytmr Mnjed\ ! ‘ 
answer Valori and the hVcnch ; and sliuly to make imprmr 
ments, reinforcements, in Uieir Rhine Army. And they do, 
at least, change the General of their Middle Uhiue Aini\, 
that is to say, i^ecall Prince (kmti out of Italy, where he* has 
distinguished himself, and semi Mnillehois thither in U^*^ stem), 
—who likewise distinguiHhcs him.self ///r;r, if that ctndd Ik* a 
' Adclung, Iv. 376.353 (DcccmUr (7^^ Miitth *7^5). 


coiiiiorl; to uh I Wluulicr the diHunpuiHiieh ( onti wui 
uiaintniii that l*'mnkfurt (‘uuutry in H))ite of tin* AuHlriniiN 
and their Kleelion inovenieuls^ is still a ([ueslion with hVied- 
rich, though Vnlori continued assuring him (hIwhvh till July 
came) that it wm* beyond (^uention. ‘ Siege of 'rournay, 
vigorous ('ainpaign in Uic Netherlandn (for behoof of Hritannic 
(icorge)!" thin is the grand French program for the Year. 
This good intention was achieved, on the French part ; hut 
this, like Aarou'n-rod among tlie. Herj)enls, proved to have taint 
the othora <ut it wriggled along ! — 

Those MiulleboisdVAhvemherg alUui'H Ihnnv a da\np on 
the Havarian (Question withal ; in fact, Hellle the Bavarian 
Question; her Uimgarian Majesty, tired of the delays, having 
ordeiTtl Hathyani to Hlioulder-anuH again, and bring a decisicm. 
Halliyani, w*ilh Biir<'nklau to viglit of him, and Browne (our 
old Silesian friend) to left, goes sweeping across those 
Seckendorf-Segur posts, ami without (liHieulty tumhles c‘very- 
thing to ruin, at a gnuul rate, 'I'he traitor Seekeudorf had 
made such n choice of ])ostH,-- left unallered by Drum 
'rhdrring; what could I’Vem’h valour lioP Ntilhing; ueitlier 
French valour, nor Bavarian want of vidour, could tlo any- 
thing 1ml whirl to the right about, at sight of the Auslriau 
Sweeping- Apparatus ; and go olf ('xplosively, ax in former 
instances, at a rale almost uni(|ne in military annals. iMuished 
within three weeks or st) ! We glance only at two points of 
it. March Jilsl, Batliyani stood to arms (to we might 

call it), Browne on the left, Harenklau on the right: it was 
March Uihl when Bathyani slarted from IWhuu, up the 
Donau ('ounlries; and within the week coming, see; 

' Vihhti/iinf WlUh Marrh I74fi, Ilerw, nt thn auitith of the VHn Ulvur 
(Isawci'a Inn anti f^er), In the Jirat rnnsitlrrsbUi lb>»L ; f^wrriNen nitmn 
4, IKK); Urnninnw nnti I*tinre I’Virtlrith the insin purl, whn hnvti thetr 
Blmre of valour, 1 tUrs aay ; but witti Hurh news out of Beiiatmi nut to 
«paak llto |irt)«jaH'l^ Iti tlii« (‘oinitry, aro probalily in ptmriith 
for MvUnff. tiiim^rid Hrownt' sniuuvonii lltutu In VilblinlVn, l\\Ui day ; find, 



jnui 174^ 

on thoir iiogntivo, HtormH*in i»pou tluMu, tIuMn tt> pitn i'M ; npon 

whlc^i they boat rlminafln. Hut tlio (’roatM, vtht» «ro furrmutot, nirn 
nothing for chauuulo ; go pUnuloring, nliniKhtoring ; luiru iho ptnirTnwn; 
butcher* (in r()\md uuinlmrH) 'JI.ODOuf tho poor noHiiiuiw ; aiul wrimiul 
General Browne hiiuHolf, while ho too vehomontly iuterforoj^.' ‘rhi» 
was the fiimlo of tln)HO 0, ()(>() IIcHsianH, niul imioetl thoir priuoij^l functiou, 
while in French puy ; 'oml muHt have Ium'U, we ran jinlge h»»w Bur« 
prising to Prince Friedrich, and to his Pupa on houring of a ‘ Xwt^ 
Mnothor point* 

ProciHcly about this lime twelvemonth, ^ ^^arch UUli, I74<h* the Aame 
Prince Friedrich, with remairuler of those Iles^inns, now again ccunpleted 
to 0,000, and come hack with emplmniH to the Britannic ’•ide of thing®. 
vyjiB-— marching out of ICdinhnrgh, in much state, with alrewmers, kettle 
drums, HighnoHs^H coachen, horses, ImhhoracN, on an unexpectrtl errand.* 
Toward Stirling, Perth ; lowardn IvilliiM-rmikie, and raising of what is 
called ^tho Siege of Blair In Atlior (moat niinule of 'sieges/ hut «uh. 
tending a great angle there and then) ; --^much tif nnexpct ted, and nearer 
home tlien ‘Tournay and the Nellnwlnnda ('ampaign/ liaving Impponml 
to BriUuinio (Jeorgo in the course of Ihia year 174** ! * Ueally \nry line 

troops, IhoHO lIcHHlaiiH' (idiHcrveH my »>rthodox Whig friend): ' they carry 
Hwords an well uh gmiH and Imyoneta ; their uniform i« hlue turnetl up 
with white: the IhiKHnr part of them, ahout have scimiluta of a 
groat lenglli; Hmall horses, mostly black, of SwndiMh hrrrd ; swift 
durable liillo crcaliireH, with long tails/ Ilitnnnrs, dinnem, to hU 
Serene nighnosH hud been numerous, during the three werk« we had 
been in Fdiuhiirgh : 'especdally llmt Hall, February ;M«l (*« «i, eve »*f hla 
Consort the PrlnccHS Mury*» Birthday ' (cee of hirliulay, * let u» dam e 
the auspiciouR morning t« ’) ' wn«, for aniuence of Nobility and tientry 
of both Hoxoa,* a siihlimo thing, * * 

I!f(\ff‘ewiq/hnt ApHi Mhifortunate Hegur, tim Hrgor of Lln« 

throe years ago,— -whoHo conduct was great, according to Vainri, hut 
poworloHR against traiUu'H and fate, - was again, once more, unfortunate 
in tlioflo parts. IJnfortuimlo Hegur drew^jp at Pfalfenlmfen (lenireot 
the Country, many miles from Vilshofen) to defend him mif, whm faBm 
upon by Bilreuklau, In tlmt nnnner ; hut could ma. though with 
maatorly demeanour ; and had to retreat three days, with his fare to the 
enemy, bo to speak, fightingand mnmmivring all the way ; no shelter for 
him either but Milnchen, and that a most temporary one. Instead of 
taking Strauhingon, taking Pnwsau, perhaps of pushing on Iti Vienna 
itself, this is what wo have idrcudy como to. No Uhine Army, Middle- 

» Adelung, iv, 356, and the Imlfunlclllitihlc HnUmoir in lUokr, iii, ajxi. 

•Henderson (Whig Kycwlinw), (hi AW, Wo, 1:141; 1746 

(London, 1748, reprint from ihc Kdinhurgh edition), pp, toO, toy. 
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Rhine Army, Coigny, Maillebois, Conti, whoever it was, would send us the 
least reinforcement, when shrieked to. No outlook whatever but rapid 
withdrawal, retreat to the Rhine Army, since it will not stir to help usA 

^The young Kur-Baiern is still polite, grateful* (to us French), 
^overwhelms us with politeness ; but flies to Augsburg, as his Father 
used to do. Notable, however, his poor fat little Mother won’t, this 
time : "No, I will stay here, I for one, and have done with flying and 
running ; we have had enough of that I ** Seckendorf, quite gone from 
Court in this crisis, reappears, about tbe middle of April, in questionable 
capacity ; at a place called Filssen, not far off, at the foot of the Tyrol 
Hills; — where certain Austrian Dignitaries seem also to be enjoying a 
picturesque Easter ! Yes indeed : and, on April 22d, there is signed a 

Peace of Filssen^' there; general amicable As-you-were, between 
Austria and Bavaria ("Renounce your Anti-Pragmatic moonshine for 
evermore, vote for our Grand-Duke; there is your Bavaria back, poor 
wretches !”)'--aDd Seckendorf, it is presumable, will get his Turkish 
arrears liquidated, 

^The Bavarian Intricacy, which once excelled human power, is settled, 
then, Carteret and Haslang tried it in vain * (dreadful heterodox inten- 
tions of secularising Salzburg, secularising Passau, Regensburg, and 
loud tremulous denial of such) Carteret and Wilhelm of Hessen* 
(Conferences of Hanau, which ruined Carteret), ^ in vain ; King Fried- 
rich, and many Kings, in vain : a thing nobody could settle ; — and it has 
at last settled itself, as the generality of ill-guided and unlucky things 
do, by collapse. Delirium once out, the law of gravity acts ; and there 
the mad matter lies.* 

^ Bought by Austria, that old villain [ ’ cry the French. 
Friedrich does not think the Austrians bought Seckendorf, 
having no money at present ; but guesses they may have 
given him to understand that a certain large arrear of 
payment due ever since those Turkish Wars, — when Secken- 
dorf, instead of payment, was lodged in the Fortress of 
Gratz, and almost got his head cut oiT, — should now be 
paid-down in cash, or authentic Paper-money, if matters 
become amicable.^ As they have done, in Fi'iedrich’s despite ; 
— who seems angrier at the old stager for this particular 
ill-turn than for all the other many ; and long remembers it, 
as will appear. 

^ AdeUmg, iv. 360, 
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CHAPTER VII 

FHIEDRICH IN SII.ESIA ; UNUSUALLY BUSY 

Here, sure enough, are sad new intricacies in the Diplo^ 
matic, hypothetic sphere of things ; and clouds piling them- 
selves ahead, in a very minatory manner to King Friedrich. 
Let King Friedrich, all the more, get his Fighting Arrange- 
ments made perfect. Diplomacy is clouds ; beating of your 
enemies is sea and land. Austria and the Gazetteer world 
consider Friedrich to be as good as finished : but that is 
privately far from being Friedrich‘’s own opinion ; — though 
these occurrences are heavy and dismal to him, as none of us 
can now fancy. 

HeiT Ranke has got access, in the Archives, to a sei'ies 
of private utterances by Friedrich, — Letters from him, of a 
franker nature than usual, and letting us far deeper into his 
mind ; — which must have been well worth reading in the 
original, in their fully dated and developed condition. From 
Herr Ranke’s Fragmentary Excerpts, let us, thankful for what 
we have got, select one or two. The Letters are to Minister 
Podewils at Berlin ; written from Silesia (Neisse and neigh- 
bourhood), where, since the middle of March, Friedrich has 
been, personally pushing-on his Army Preparations, while the 
above sinister things befell. 

Kmg Friedrich to Podewils^ in Berlin (under various dates, 
March — April 1745) 

Neisse^ 2^th March, * * ''We find ourselves in a great crisis. If we 
don t, by mediation of England, get Peace, our enemies from diiforent 
sides’ (Saxony, Austria, who knows if not Russia withal !) "will come 
plunging.in against me. Peace I cannot force them to. But if they 
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Apnt (no day given). * * ^In any case^ I have my troops well 
together. The sicknesses are ceasing ; the recruitments are coming 
in : shortly all will be complete. That does not hinder us from making 
Peace^ if it will only come ; but, in the contrary case, nobody can accuse 
me of neglecting what was necessary.* 

17^^ (still from Neisse). * * toil day and night to improve 
our situation. The soldiers will do their duty. *rhere is none among 
us who will not rather have his hack-bone broken than give-up one foot- 
breadth of ground. They must either grant us a good Peace, or we will 
surpass ourselves by miracles of daring; and force the enemy to accept 
it from us. * 

20M. ^ Our situation is disagreeable ; constrained, a kind of 

spasm ; but my determination is taken. If we needs must fight, we will 
do it like men driven desperate. Never was there a greater peril than 
that I am now in. Time, at its own pleasure, will untie this knot ; or 
Destiny, if there is one, determine the event. The game I play is so 
high, one cannot contemplate the issue with cold blood. Pray for the 
return of my good luck.' — ^Two days hence, the poor young Kur-Baiern, 
deaf to the French seductions and exertions, which were intense, had 
signed his ^ Peace of Fussen* (22d April 1745), — a finale to France on 
the German Field, as may be feared 1 The other Fragments we will 
give a little farther on. 

Friedrich had left Berlin for Silesia March 1 5th ; rather 
sooner than he counted on, — Old Leopold pleading to be let 
home. At Glogau, at Breslau, there had been the due 
inspecting : Friedrich got to Neisse on the 23d (Bathyani 
just stirring in that Bavarian Business, Vilshofen and the 
Hessians close ahead); and on the 27^1, had dismissed Old 
Leopold, with thanks and sympathies, — sent him home, ‘to 
recover his health.’ Leopold’s health is probably suffering ; 
but his heart and spirits still more. Poor old man, he has 
just lost, — the other week, ‘ 5th February ’ last, — his poor 
old Wife, at Dessau ; and is broken down with grief. The 
soft silk lining of his hard Existence, in all parts of it, 
is torn away. Apothecary Fos’s Daughter, Reich’s Princess, 
Princess of Dessau, called by whatever name, she had been 
the truest of Wives ; ‘ used to attend him in all his Cam- 
paigns, for above fifty years back. “ Gone, now, for ever 
gone ! ” ’ — Old Leopold had wells of strange sorrow in the 
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rugged heart of him, — sorrow, and still better things, — 
which he does not wear on his sleeve. Here is an incident I 
never can forget; — dating twelve or thirteen years ago -(as is 
computable), ‘ middle of July 

'Louisa, Leopold’s eldest Daughter, Wife of Victor Leopold, reigning 
Prince of Anhalt-Bernburg, lay dying of a decline/ Still only twenty- 
three, poor Lady, though married seven years ago ; — the end now evi- 
dently drawing nigh. 'A few days before her death,— perhaps some 
attendant sorrowfully asking, "Can we do nothing, then? ’’—she was 
heard to say, " If I could see my Father at the head of his Regiment, yet 
once ! ” ’—Halle, where the Regiment lies, is some thirty or more miles 
off; and King Friedrich Wilhelm, I suppose, would have to be written 
to Leopold was ready the soonest possible; and, 'at a set hour, 
marched, in all pomp, with banner flying, music playing, into the 
Schloss-hof {FrIucq Court) of Bernburg ; and did the due salutations and 
manceuvrings, — his poor Daughter sitting at her window, till they 
ended * ; — figure them, the last glitter of those muskets, the last wail 
of that hand-music ! — 'The Regiment was then marched to the Waisen- 
haus (Orphan-house), where the common men were treated with bread 
and beer ; all the Officers dining at the Prince’s Table. All the Officers, 
except Leopold alone, who stole away out of the crowd ; sat himself 

upon the balustrade of the Saale Bridge, and wept into the river.’ ^ 

Leopold is now on the edge of seventy ; ready to think all is finished 
with him. Perhaps not quite, my tough old friend ; recover yourself a 
little, and we shall see ! 

Old Leopold is hardly home at Dessau, when new Pandour 
tempests, tides of ravaging War, again come beating against 
the Giant Mountains, pouring through all passes ; from 
utmost Jablunka, westward by Jagerndorf to Glatz, huge 
influx of wild riding hordes, each with some support of 
Austrian grenadiers, cannoniers ; threatening to submerge 
Silesia. Precursors, Priedrich need not doubt, of a strenuous 
regular attempt that way. Hungarian Majesty’s fixed in- 
tention, hope and determination is, To expel him straightway 
from Silesia, Her Patent circulates, these three months ; 
calling on all men to take note of that fixed fact, especially 
on all Silesian men to note it well, and shift their allegiance 
^ Lthtn (i2ino ; not Rannft^s, but Anonymous like his), p, 234 n. 
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accordingly. Silesian men, in great majority, — our friend the 
Mayor of Landshut, for example ? — are believed to have no 
inclination towards change : and whoever has, had clearly 
better not show any till he see ! ^ — 

Friedrich’’s thousandfold preliminary orderings, movements, 
rearrangings in his Army matters, must not detain us here ; 
— ^still less his dealings with the Pandour element, which is 
troublesome, rather than dangerous. Vigilance, wise swift 
determination, valour drilled to its work, can deal with 
phenomena of that nature, though never so furious and 
innumerable. Not a cheering service for drilled valour, but 
a very needful one. Continual bickerings and skirmishings 
fell out, sometimes rising to sharp fight on the small scale : — 
Austrian grenadiers with cannon are on that Height to left, 
and also on this to right, meaning to cut-ofF our march ; the 
difficult landscape, furnished out, far and wide, with Pandour 
companies in position : you must dash-in, my Burschen ; 
seize me that cannon-battery yonder ; master such and such 
a post, — ^there is the heart of all that network of armed 
doggery ; slit asunder that, the network wholly will tumble 
over the Hills again. Which is always done, on the part of 
the Prussian Burschen ; though sometimes not without diffi- 
culty. — His Majesty is forming Magazines at Neisse, Brieg, 
and the principal Fortresses in those parts ; driving- on all 
manner of preparations at the rapidest rate of speed, and 
looking with his own eyes into everything. The regiments 
are about what we may call complete, arithmetically and 
otherwise ; the cavalry show good perfection in their new 
mode of manoeuvring ; — it is to be hoped the Fighting 
Apparatus generally will give fair account of itself when 
the time comes. Our one anchor of hope, as now more and 
more appears. 

^ In Ranke (iii. 234), there is vestige of some intended * voluntary subscription 
by the common people of Glatz,’ for Friedrich’s behoof; — contrariwise, in Orlich 
{ii. 380, ‘6th February I 74 S/ Irom the Dessau Archives), notice of one indi^ 

viniial- rif cttrrJncr fr\r Aiiefrio TwVirtm ♦ tf/Mi nro tmi> 
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On the Pandour element he first tried (under General 
Hautcharmoi, with Winterfeld as chief active hand) a direct 
outburst or two, with a view to slash them home at once. 
But finding that it was of no use, as they always reappeared 
in new multitudes, he renounced that ; took to calling-in his 
remoter outposts ; and, except where Magazines or the like 
remained to be cared for, let the Pandours baffle about, 
checked only by the fortified Towns, and more and more 
submerge the Hill Country. Prince Karl, to be expected in 
the fonn of lion, mysteriously uncertain on which side coming 
to invade us, — he, and not the innumerable weasel kind, is 
our important matter ! By the end of April (news of the 
Peace of Filssen coming withal), Friedrich had quitted Neisse ; 
lay cantoned, in Neisse Valley (between Frankenstein and 
Patschkau, ‘ able to assemble in forty-eight hours ‘‘) ; studying, 
with his whole strength, to be ready for the mysterious Prince 
Karl, on whatever side he might arrive ; — and disregarding 
the Pandours in comparison. 

'Ihe points of inrush, the tideways of these Pandour Deluges seem to 
be mainly three. Direct through the Jablunka, upon Kitibor Country, 
is the first and chief; less direct (partly supplied by rejluences from 
Ratibor, when Ratibor is found not to answer), a second disembogues by 
Jagerndorf ; a third, the westernmost, by Landshut. Three main in- 
gresses : at each of which there fall-out little Fights ; which are still 
celebrated in the Prussian Books, and indeed well deserve reading by 
soldiers that would know their trade. In the Ratibor parts, the invasive 
leader is a General Karoly, with 12,000 under him, who are the wildest 
horde of all ; ^Karoly lodges in a wood ; for himself there is a tent ; his 
companions sleep under trees, or under the open sky, by the edge of 
morasses.' ^ It was against this Karoly and his horde that Hautcharmoi's 
little expedition, or express attacking party to drive them home again, 
was shot-out (8th 21st April). Which did its work very prettily ; 
Winterfeld, chief hand in it, crowning the matter by a "Fight of Wur- 
biU,’»-wher6 IVinterfeld, cutting the taproot, in his usual electric way, 
tumbles Karoly quite into the morasses, and clears the country of him 
for a time. For a time; though for a time only ;-~Karoly or others 


^ Ranke, iii. 244. 


* Orlich, ii. 136 (21st April). 



returning In » nr twn, to ^ Hhil hij^Jtnr rxlnnt uf iltmuniulN ; iiti». 

rhinvouH na tu'or in thn^n Uiilil>nr -N mihnUu tnnuitrir«, l-pnii whirli, 
Krirdricli, lintUnjc thiN A.n rndlnHi Jnisinr^M^ wncl unUnuK liKn llin numt 
iinporUnt» U up fur ihn prt^Hiuil ; ralU in lu^ munlrr di'tarhnu'utM ; 
luvH IiIh rartinl hmun ta iho Knriri'st^ 'luvrua, Knrnly trying*, 

«nro or mo, to hindrr in Umt t»|mratiini, iml only again gottiiig hiu rrnwn 
hrokoin* Or if rnrling ko Um ilnlirnll, atill do not wa^ito ytnir Magti^lnw: 

Margraf Karl, for in»U4»ro, i*i ordorrd to dagorndorf with hU i)otnoh« 
inont, 'to eat the Maga^iino*; hungry i*andourM looking on, till ho 
ilnlMln On whirh occasion a rmowmMt llltlo Fight took place (Fight of 
NouHlndt, or of Jtlgerndorf NruntadU, a^ lahall Im imuitionmi fmlher on, 
8o that, for rertain to come, the 'Tolpati lmriort had IVcm' ctiuratn 

In llmrto Frontier parU; and worr lett li» r»oe alaml, under riierk only 
of the Oarrihon *rfiwna ; Friedrich being tihligi’tl to look tdMinOi ere alter 
higher jierih, which were now cnmiug in mow, In which f’avtmrahlo 
olrimmHUniceM, Karoly atu! Ootiaort^^ did, at lent, make one atroko in 
thoMO lUlilmr countrieia; that t*f Kti^iel, which vva»» greatly ciuoMdatory.® 
By treachtvry of an Krtalgn who hatl deserted to them* (provoheil hy 
rigour of dlMclpllne, or Mome httolerahle thing), they gliderl alcnllhily. 
ono nlgld, arroM« the ditcher, Itdo KiMel* (a half forhtied place, Fru»iilnn 
worka only Imlf-ftniahetl) : which, helng the Key rif the Oder in lho.^e 
pnrtH, they reckoned a glorious comtue^t; of good omen anti worthy of 
Tf-fhumx at Vienna, Atul tliev dhl eagerly, witimut the lea^it molewU 
tlon, lulumr to comidete the IVuwian works at Kti^jel : 'One garrison 
already tmrri !' whicii was not had from them without hatltning (ami I 
btdlovt', hurniiig), when Oeneral vtui Nn^mtot came to iio|uire uller it, In 
Autunm next. 

I'Vicilrich Inul nlwHy-t hnpctl thnl I ho Su\t)i[ni, who nw Mt)l. 
yt»l in (h'chu'ctt Wnr with hiuj, tlnnigh Imuiul hy 'IVt'iily lt» 
nHHifit Iht* (Jiitcen of nuny;;urv ttiulrr ceituiu comlilitum, wtmlii 
not vonlurn on nrtnnl Iuvn.*»iou t»f hi * 'IVnitories ; hut iu 
this, rtK mulci*?t nnlicipute, hVitHhicU ihuU hinrudf luialnkein 
\VniH'ionrnN in Iwi.^tening from lloc Lnitmeiil/, luJith w*e'itm*n 
(|imr(rr, whmr he Int^ winfr-mi, to join IViiicn Knrl, who in 
gtillmring iniinudf from ()lmut/ nml hin Fumth cn’dfrn Imnir 
region; their foil intc'iition in fo iuvmle Silonin togtdher, tnni 
lliey hope now nt hujgllt to muk** nn emt f»f hVicthieh uml it, 
^l'lu*au Puiuiom’ hinth-n, nnppnrirti hy the ueir^inurv gicnudiera 

* ' Fighl of t rif/ M. 141F 

• 3 <rth .stay 1745 !♦ Oovb, o <50 IjH), 



anCi caiinonieri>) aie acxii/ vanguatci , wxcj»c tjauuuL txieiiisei V *. 
beat him ; but they may induce him (which they do not) t 
divide his Force ; they may, in part, bum him away as b 
slow fire, after which he will be the easier to beat. lustea, 
of which, Friedrich, leaving the Pandours to their luck, lit 
concentrated in Neisse Valley ; watching, with all his facultiej 
Prince Karl’s own advent (coming on like Fate, indubitable 
yet involved in mysteries hitherto) ; and is perilously sensibl 
that only in giving that a good reception is there any hop 
left him. 

Prince Karl, ‘who arrived in Olmiitz April 30th,’ com 
mands in chief again, — saddened, poor man, by the loss c 
his young Wife, in December last; willing to still his gidef i: 
action for the cause she loved ; — but old Traun is not witi 
him this year ; which is a still more material^ circumstance 
Traun is to go this year, under cloak not of Prince Karl, bu 
of Grand-Duke Franz, to clear those Frankfurt Countrie 
for the Kaiserwahl and him. Prince Conti lies there, wii:l 
his famous ‘ Middle-Rhine Army’ (D’Ahremberg, from tlx 
western parts, not nearly so diligent upon him as one coul^ 
wish) ; and must, at all rates, be cleared away. Trains 
taking command of Bathyani’s Ai'my (now that it ha 
finished the Bavarian job), is preparing to push-down upo] 
Conti, while Bathyani (who is to supersede the laggax*< 
D’Ahremberg) shall push vigorously up ; — and before sum in o 
is over, we shall hear of Traun again, and Conti* will ha.v 
heard ! — 


Friedrich’s indignation, on learning that the Saxons wer 
actually on march, and gradually that they intended to ixi 
vade him, was great; and the whole matter is portentousl 
enigmatic to him, as he lies vigilant in Neisse Valley, waiting 
on the When and the How. Indignation ; — and yet there i 
need of caution withal. To be ready for events, the OJi 
Dessauer has, as one sure measure, been requested to talc 
charge, once more, of a ‘ Camp of Observation ’ on the Saxo; 


‘VoutitM* (ii>» of uh!. iu 17 4M; niul lui’^ giu*n \u% nuiM’tit 
Camp of Mnplrlung/ i\f Dii^^^knu'; fur it liml 

•ariuiiH tiurnr^ nmt ih«H'kio^»» of v<»ur liiuuk thru 

ayingH of it tuii Iu*avi«»r* iuoi limviiTi nmuiling 

:o oiufH variiitiH rtmlifKK^A of I hr Sa\ou M\^^»trrv; Rtul wr i^UhII 
irnr rnougl\ ahi»ut it, ititrnmtlrutly» (ill UtTviolM^r rmoing : 
vhrn it rntltn! in a win wr 4inll not forgrt ! On which tnkc 
jiln NuUi : 

‘^Thp (‘nnip of ()iMa.rrv«%lUjo %«{,» t*i Imvti ^tHy Kt ; iUd 

ttuio^w lint ia(cr« *rit Um i nii tlm^ FiMutii^r, nrr in 

00 ninriniug alroiijjith ; vha^ rrtNKuk*’*! 0» Oo^iwni ; m ttthirU ^ 

iiiiilillo of 'it Btpjit t»i U sp^knu, lluni to nii^aknu, ih»!4o 

01 llun Htuou UiOilrr ; nsul with tt Nnooi ( »uin l)Ui^ fUMW 

ipIMixito, nod U*Rf finflirndji nr nhoi»t}| itm Uun!, nii Nn\ouy 

»)’ KrlciUlch, nn nlnnuiunly errin^o omUjir. hnwri'iitir, ii^fnui 

’ht'ckml lil« liftiid ; m»et «lot uot tiU VovpiiiUntr PiM^niiSirr, 

Kut dill llirn cimwimuitMtp ; grr.nSy liia viiltj and hi n vin) 

Ittmlngly vhibb tu nil midu C ^ 

KritHlrich'H own inciilcninl nthnatur^i (whnt unav wr luuc 
of KracliiniH fronu llir rtntrwihi Iv^tlrtn), in f,iu*h |Hnlrultni»i 
nH|H*ct of nllhirHj, mtiv nov^ Ur wmlh giving. It loil ntiw to 
Jonhtn that hr wrilr^i, guilv noh»i tuning hinrodf, ft*i in thr 
Imc-sI. War, |Joor .Imilan Iii^j hnsgni jhiog, (lir a- uuuiv luoiitlri ; 
i’on?inm|ilivr, too toiih ulK lUsog ■ Not to Joiiluu, lliifi tiinr; 
ijor in the Ihriur *^*;/osfr ’ ouu, hot a far tlifUnml i 


Fritdrirh fo Ptnltuib Iw^hor, April May 
A|uil tiOlh nr an, ( )rdpt4 nre t"*nnp |ti itrfUll (mrdnr*, tu ila*« 

lort'or ttl Will'll n hsSljtcir «1 whuuld Hprlili 1 ki 

ho (Ulii inl Honnla, thu |(Mti&rliiti|i} Afr tu Unt^iko 

liriiiwrh r« ; tu i»U tkear^ wkuU ia nil MtljOr^anlilp |it«u r ; 

u Mrlliu, thr ‘fw*! IVoMily, if thr) likr it hnUrr, 

hiiUniih iit huirnr, ' l-iao a!,’4»£,.(.|i;U|( nu rrut/ thr{r>Bi|H<ii to Ku hrl, 

riint hr hu|ira thr ISi!Oi^|{r u,r.’„\ ' 04 ■.% j of S^iu r uiitau^-rlU ) / wiiU hrt 

* * A|*ld 4^0} * -i •-r.sff.O !. *> o. ','.4 Jj"' 

* u t|^ li. i'r', %\ tJ(J 4 if*; I It 17 * 


^ April ^ ^ ^'1 cm\ utitlrmUiul hnw ynu Krr» uueimy, 

you IJorlinors, I Imv« tlu\ inont Ui Iomi of vtui all ; laU I nitt quiot, aiul 
prejjftrod for cvonU. If ibo %%xun»i lako purl/’ a^ tliay «uroly »U1, *' In 
tho Invasion of Siloniu, mol wo boat lliom, I am MnlormimMi to plungo 
into Saxony. For groat nialailioM, Umto tiotal groat romoilir^, Kithor I 
M‘ill maintain my all, or oImo 1(jho my all.'* (Hoar it, frioml ; ami umlor- 
stnnil It, — with hair lying Hat!) It U tfoo, Iho ilittaffootiou of tho 
UnHsian (hmrt, on «uoh trilling grmjmN, wan not to ho otpootoil ; ami 
groftt miaforlnno can hofall w^, Woll ; a year or two wmou'r, a y^ar or 
two Inter, it i« not wtmth one'a whilo to hnihor alomt iho vory worst, 
If tliingri take Urn imltor turn, oiir r(»mIUion 'uD ho auror ami lirnmr 
Uian it wnn beforo, If w« imvo nothing to rr'proarh our«ohra with, 
neither need wo fret nml ])higne tmrnelvo<* about bad evenl“J, whit h ran 
Imppen to any man." ** I am enuHing dr«tpati*h a secret t hdor for Hmhm 
(on you know what), which y<ni will not tinliww him till 1 givo aign.*" 
—On lioaring of tho Teaco of KiiaMcn, perhap a day or nn later, bViiHl* 
rich again writoH : 

^ April* (mo (liHtinct dale; Ntdane Hlillr* N'ejaye April tlllth). 

* *' IVaco of KiiHHim, liavnria ttirncd wgain*»t me?* *' l can say 

!\olhlng to It, '“-except, There Im^* come wlmi ha\l t<i cvune. ‘lu me 
ronmiiiH only U) poKaoH'* myself in patience. If all alliamei*, resource^j, 
and nogotintlonM fail, and nil conjunctures go against me, I prefer to 
porlnh with honour, rather than leml an inglorioiia life deprived of ail 
dignity. My ambition wliiapera me tlmt I have done more than another 
to tho hulldlng-up of my IhniHe, and have played a diatinguiahrd part 
among tho crowned henda (»f Kurope. To itmintairt tnyaelf there, has 
bocomo It woro a peraonal duty; which I eill fullil at the e^pens-e of 
my ImpplucKH and my life. I have no choice left : t wlU maunmn nvy 
power, or It nmy go to ruin, and the IViusinn name he bur ied under it. 
If tho onomy attempt anything upmi uh, we will either heat him, itr wn 
will all ho howod to plec(‘a, for the MJike of our (Nmutry, ami the ien4f.(iU 
of Hrandoiiburg, No other cotniHel ran I listen to.’* ' 

Samo LnUor, or unotherf (Uerr lUrtke Imving his eaprlres ?) » • 
^ You arc a good man, my IhulowilH, and do what ran Im ex|mrted of you' 
(Podowlla huH boon apologiHing for hla terrors ; and referring InijuTully 
Ho Provldonco'): 'Perform faithfully the given work on your aide, as 
I on mino ; for tho roat, lot wlmt yiju call *' Ih'tjvidence** tlecide as it 
UkoH';-~(«mi Providence amiylcf lUnko, who ahum knows, gives 
Udinde Voreehung,* What an ulleratum, on the part of tins Uttln 
Titan! Conalder It aB exceptional wiili him, uinnnml, accidental to the 
hard moment, and porhupH not ho lmpiou« aa it looks!) Mmither our 



kUui i^h llirtl wtuih! «#»»| n® ^ * 

*^1 J>rt*)»'4rt' r-kiPisS F«fr5nstt» r*-f 

unkhuli it <spilh«^i’ ilul^s^4«'ari5 liup eim I? I 

li't it Up nilli Uuiihur* in Ihwi m W 

WVII, wiml i*r sW 0?,Kr,r k ^*48?' 

(Itifyuif ks ffttfiJiiki*) \ n»|( ; Isspssrmfitfrw ^ ;^vwsii&| m. 

|}liilnw»|4iPf ^ you ftl'P « ^4*1 , 4i54 I«p4fn h<i^H% sk em^si wlstaj* 4«e^ 

^0 iVPIJjrUsinij' '* |ir4<aKi't»n^l»|ji» 4l IW Sl:34^ 

(}p|Hi4P to 111 /orluitt* a Uf*i'^ lrr»n , i»n4. 4s«r«isg‘ iUl® 

will ftitidw u» |frp)toal lUpifr^aar/® 

* Hv whtvl jHiinl^ tin* S’J^^uu A^ummrui ^%Vi uM.n&»r 

throu^^h UJHJU *rt»|,n't!n'S' }l \m% ur ;u ^ 

Haxtiit« fnan tla* A^ulrwn^ fr*nii IU4iiin'n^ 

UH lu'twiH’U Iwn iirr^ f" * s^isn'** a|ur'a!tusu^ 

rit'h ; tuul tlu* Saxmi^ i!‘^j«t*ii 4 !j% ^tr tiu^ 

conu* Uu'V will, thnl re^swUnu"^ Mn Ih^r^r 

vtnIing''ajj[i?tmttN m it^tml, U i?usirnt t<< hun , mul hti 

uiuhI not «ju*ml hiinwlf u\Hin tUuiUmr^ ; tnit lie 

ready for the nmin wrrjtlic'. Sm llmi fnnn A|»ul '-thih, 
above notired, 1‘Viedtub !irt?i i^tine ustu »^n^o;»nsrn*3, 
way tl|) llie ,Nei®i>r \nilr^, of “I ojasi ^ ■sb.siA' 

in ealliiifj in Id^i Uh d» t.n Sjun . r?n|‘^ "• i.; a 

1‘rontier Miij^ni/iaea , nbitudmon^* t ^'j «!«<«' r ^u«'tiicfes. r:;>»; .®:rT 
more and mine, and tn tin- rnd !*, iLr- :.« 

hordes; n *nn«ll nmUrj Muaj^us-d !hr 

whieh in eiimin^ on. Urjr, ^sijt n|=k ihr 

Valley, he lie^ tdl thr md t«f M,u . Mr, ^;v I 

M*unnin^ with ew*ry !hr Atisii-s^ig ,| 

inb*nliotei, nniil at Irii^lh iKr'^ !»?■«. usurt t|r 4 t Ui leso 4 s ,4 w<c 
dmil mt‘ lutw lie .{.•!t!s iii(Ut Slu u* 

Hi<l emit llwijl'tHi,', (If h<-(„|,|n,:i5!.'t, »j,„.5lt .if ».L !9 !>,:,r t 4»J* 
Mkv SiTth Mttv), !» ,n t3».- J.!.»:as.? ,\!.!^, i .*, . , 

IllUhir nirltt- ,.» {!,.,? ,S it- m-y !. .,:. r: 5 , sn -i. r 

L'irat Sllmitui \\n%t ttif ita? rixl.r:,? '1 .)}<;a5 S'. : j.c ?,,j. 
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company in leisure hours ; and the outlook of bright Spring 
all round him, flowering into gorgeous Summer, as he hurries 
about on his many occasions, not of an idyllic nature.^ Ikt 
his Army is getting into excellent completeness of number, 
health, equipment, and altogether such a spirit as he could 
wish. May 22d, here is another snatch from some Note to 
Podewils, from this balmy Locality, potential with such 
explosions of another kind. Cainenz^ May ‘ The 

Enemies are making movements ; but nothing like enough as 
yet for our guessing their designs. Till we see, therefore, the 
thunder lies quiet in us (Za Jbiidre repose en mes mains)* Ah, 
could we but have a Day like that May Eleventh ! ’ ® 

What ‘ that May Eleventh ’ is or was ? Headers are curious 
to know; especially English readers, who guess Fontenoy* 
And Historic Art, if she were strict, would decline to inform 
them at any length ; for really the thing is no better than a 
‘ Victory on the Scamander, and a Siege of Pekin ’ (as a 
certain observer did afterwards define it), in reference to the 
matter now on hand ! Well, Pharsalia, Arbela, the Scamander, 
Armageddon, and so many Battles and Victories being lumin- 
ous, by study, to cultivated Englishmen, and one’s own 
Fontenoy such a mystery and riddle, — Aii, after considera- 
tion, reluctantly consents to be indulgent ; will produce from 
her Paper Imbroglios a slight Piece on the subject, and print 
instead of burning. 


CHAPTER VIII 

THE MARTIAL BOY AND HIS ENGLISH VeVSllS THE 
LAWS OF NATURE 

‘ Glorious Campaign in the Netherlands, Siege of Tournay, 
final ruin of the Dutch Barrier ! ’ this is the French program 
for Season 1745,— no Belleisle to contradict it; BeUeisle 

’ Orlich, ii. 139 ; Ranke, iii. 242-249. > ui. 248 ». 



iith May 1745] 

secure at Windsor, who -might have leant more towards 
German enterprises, And to this his Britannic Majest}^ 
(small gain to him from that adroitness in the Harz, last 
winter !) has to make front. And is strenuously doing so, by 
all methods ; especially by heroic expenditure of money, and 
ditto exposure of his Martial Boy. Poor old Wade, last 
year, — ^perhaps Wade did suffer, as he alleged, from ‘want of 
sufficient authority in that mixed Army’? Well, here is a 
Prince of the Blood, Royal Plighuess of Cumberland, to com- 
mand in chief. With a Konigseck to dry-nurse him, may 
not Royal Highness, luck favouring, do very well ? Luck did 
not favour ; Britannic Majesty, neither in the Netherlands 
over seas, nor at home (strange new domestic wool, of a tarry 
Highland nature, being thrown him to card, on the sudden 1), 
made a good Campaign, but a bad. And again a bad 
(1746), and again (1747), ever again, till he pleased to cease 
altogether. Of which distressing objects we propose that the 
following one glimpse be our last. 


Battle of Fontenoy (11th May 1745) 

* * ‘ lu the end of April, Marechal de Saxe, now become very famous 
for his sieges in the Netherlands, opened trenches before Tournay ; King 
Louis, witli liis Dauphin, not to speak of mistresses, playactors and 
cookery apparatus (in wagons innumerable), hastens to be tliere. A 
fighting Army, say of 70,000, besides the garrisons; and great things, it 
is expected, will be done ; Tournay, in spite of strong works and Dutch 
garrison of 9,000, to be taken in the first place. 

^Of the Siege, which was difficult and ardent, we will remember 
nothing, except the mischance that befell a certain ‘‘Marquis de Talley- 
rand and his men, in the trenches, one night. Night of 8th-9th May, 
by carelessness of somebody, a spark got into the Marquisas powder, two 
powder-barrels that there were ; and, with horrible crash, sent eighty 
men, Marquis Talleyrand and Engineer Du Mazis among them, aloft into 
the other world ; raining down their limbs into the covered-way, where 
the Dutch were very inhuman to them, and provoked us to retaliate.^ 
Du Mazis I do not know ; hut Marquis de Talleyrand turns out, on study 
of the French Peerages, to be Uncle of a lame little Boy, who became 


' Espagnac, ii. 27. 







Right Ilovoroiul Tiilloyrntiti uiidor HiiiKulsr t'tn.dilitin#, (wid 
name very o urr on t i n n A o r- 1 i rn I - 


'Honrlng of tlilH Sicgo, tlu\ I)uk« of ( ■(iiufeflffiti.t hwtiu.oil „y.«r ft„„, 
■Eiig'iand^ vntli intent to niiNo tho naine. a*** *» 

(oiico called "Fmgniatlc "), Kcif »t the ttp«4 of it ; old { 'otuit lioX 
seek, who wiw not l.unil at ChotiiNit*, the 

quota (Austrians nmiiily lire iroiie liwifurdioH with , 


1 notuNit*. romiiiaiMliotf ^ 

quota (Austr ans nminiy lire gone litKrt»rdiiiK with irAhrvmhpfg „„ .1,. 
Rhne); ^nnd « »rlnce of IV'nlileek the It.itriv 00 the ,dao. 0? 
locht near Briissels, May 4 lli : 1 an, I f,,„.„l „it ,_.t ' 1 ■ '"der* 


...... .. . wuie .. .iiuiH-K ijie innrii, on the i.lsi.i of toder 

edit near Brussels May dll, ; • a,„| hoHoI Ml thJiv. t.,le,M.lv rmoidl 
UpoiMvlueli, stnilglitivay, Ills Uoyal Itighiiiw. t)»),isiti etf„„L.'let 11 

.« M., b, '.,,,1 . ,»a, “L.'V':,':,; 

gloat rout'iuvy llond (no on it* l yL^ 

henrd-of by an English reitiler) ; ‘iiml on fintoltty jiiJ, ofel 

VmalT-'’v •""< reBi-hed iertaJi, Lai 

ilmgOH. Vezon., Miiubay, whoro hs rviir » V 

coking towards Toiirniiy and the setting ' *|rh Fontl.y ,L; .!!!! 

ahead, and Antonio to left of Jt, and l!«r, y with its 1, ^ 

rr.cc=;:":i;:Tr.rv 3 :’^^^ 

Siisr-'iin 

liis Royal IIlfflntesH,™to H(,uthe>nstir«rd ^oni Vd 
where said Road and River iriterseet. I},L dm i I e . l!'*’"* 

Sion on the Siege of 'rournnv? 'I’lm* i .1 ' *'"'’** 

Highness struggles to n.ainm.vre accord h.l' 

Mardclial do Saxo* whoao luihlL ifui**n n ».* » 

sagacious precaution, singular In so dis»oh t “I' 

nothing on this ocKasion, He kinms every imt ** r 'iT*' 
siogedhoroj in ]iih boyhond niifu ^ ^ ^ tmving 

Tournay, nndor olmrgo of n ton or (iflmni Du**' *'’*^!'*!** twnchw at 
liorej still witli superior forco ff>(l (WM) Me ,‘"***'"*‘ ^*** >«kp|i rnwp 

being only CO, 000 rnnkod), liiirrLVtoval II ‘7 
at least the Mardcluil's t o X^the / IVnirimy. or 

Scheld; whicli flows from sou ,1 t ' ’• ! '** ^***'‘ 'l'« 

broad Brussels Highway comes in to hin f **'*' *"""*• 
be has nothing to feX tCVr . d ^ '"'rtt' '‘f «b»t 

through unon him fUnr ...... . ... **ing rut with twgs; nu getting 


through upon him: thMC\fS J:f 

Scheld." The "Upper Schold " 4« ^ be calls tliB 

— ‘ sioioid too, eastward «r .n.. a. 


for 


‘ Anonymous, Z./s 0/ CumiTrhiTf ' n. ,00 • f 
• Espagimc, ii. ay, ’ ^ ^ ti, 34. 



ovor yoiulor {tlip (tmuuunnl oT I t. ml Um liral > tjlloy^ 

Anil ntiw, ivluiut tlu* liuu» v^ln’ii % w , itu 

}Hn*i*«lumt‘< lu»iay !), W^k**^** ssiiu»ltiin«H*u«lv uf m pwsU tnircoia^ 

Himi, on lhi‘ vnrions {*ttUrritN« ^liirh it will In^ nr'»r««*utf lu »U^t'k nutl 
Mtnrm* 

''I'lu' Htt:u’k»i took jiUi'o ; kut nnno uf siiri rr fr4 jUilrli uu(| 

AuHlrniiiN, on llu' It'll, wi^rr' 1*» ftintturjl Atat»nin»< \ty Uio 

t’dgo of tlio ilivi'r ; limt wn** tlieir iiuim «kiirl itf iki’Hi tn holp 

UH nu'uuwhiltt wilh InuUoUMy. And thry ;uUAstrr*l» ; luit 

found llm «lint front Auimno tt«i lirri’o * itilly wkr>n ti 
Irnttory ojH'iuul from tt4.*ro»n tho Uiior, find t»"4* ikriu tn star* UutcK 

mvil AtihlriuuH foil ft&toninlu’d ; uiut l»n«4t;fv dir.i nuitrr <Hutor^ ata'Unr-- 

iiiiMiinl or imrlliwork Ua'y luol toiind l^r iLt ra, ur prnahnitly 
lhrown-u|> tlm night holWro, ‘Uirro, uininr thru rttlhwiah, I ho 

Dulrh nntl AuHiviiniH; ynlirnlly rxjH'ilitjg {% nitn tauifi, vnKuh ttnlontl 
novpr orriirml ; for !ilwoy«i iho that ml thny ihnat ntu, slnr from 

Auluiuo, ftUtl IVniii tirrm* thn Uuor, rnattinU)’ ajH'jtr*! U rui, nud 

thoy liiitl lo draw in tn^ain. J^o Umt tUry ui « nil 

day; nntl Mt> to njioak tlitl nothing Imt jiatirutly rxj*r^t whm «i ^Ktathl ho 
Hum to ruUv l**or whirh llmv wirro lomlly' rmaiurd* «%n*( itrari % oiUy. 
Antoino U ftOil ronmhw n liOal fadmo on Uir |*a/ 1 »4 ihp l)ai* h nnd 
AiiHtrifoiM. 

^ Uoyal HigUiu'ws* hi with hi^i KngU«h* ««» ut aUas W Fiaamny ; 

•^mnl 1 h titling mo, liy ImUory aiul alorni, al vrtrinofl jw»u»u, wsUi rnt|ihtt«lH^ 
though without ro'oilt, A« iirrlimin^ry, wt an rAth hr* ha*l M»nt 

forward on tho right, hy tho Wood of liAtry* ^ tbi^'idtrr Ingultlwhy 
^Mvith Somjdo'M lllghhonlorH'* nnd oihrr hnro, Kji «»lrn» p ** dias »r4ouhl; 
yondor nt tlm point of thn M toul/' rnlMuht, hof, i»f ^iiatjuiur It ho 
(fauvouw Krtfiogr t/’hn, m it luniod onl Ih '««Ui»h gnaid* Funimny to 
north, nnd will tnko us in /look, imy, in rt^jr, na wn ai**rtn th» rAninni of 
tlm Vllhigo. IngohUhv, ap<‘otl iiii|H*ratu 0 on hint, puahrd iniio tho 
Wood 5 ftvond Kront'h Uglil lri>ojv« t" thul knnw«» how niA.n)r of iltrm 1*’) 
prowTiiJg ftlitmt thorn; ftnuid Iho lUdouht a tornldy aU^ng ihuog, Mritli 
fliloh, drawbridge', whnl not; upont thirty or forly of Igio llighUndoio, ia 
Homo frmiUo nUpnija on it hy ndti of Ihuioh ; ^nd fuund ** l\v wtimhl 
ncod arlillory'* ftini tdhor tilings. In ahoft, l«»grihU!-y, haaim wh«it ho 
might, could nttl pt'rfroi tho projmrttticin« to hu muid. has! tu wait for 
tluH and for that ; and tliii not aUirm Vh« Uodnnhl d‘Kn a! all ; Uil hung 
flro, ju an unarrounUthlo nunitmr, Knr whirh lit* ha*l !*» an^weir slo t 'linrt- 
Martial, atill morn to tUo NVwM|iajmr«) aflorwartU ; anst jutup Umt it wtm 
raiHfortuno marcly, or mdaforluno ami alu)ndily ciitohsntH), i mi a^idniit^ 


Ihi^ AVtfHuMr’ ti t it not litKrH, nu‘U ot nunu iUMrUi l %uarU ti\t>^Mii. tinv^ 

|iri»vw) tilt' viJjmIi* iitUir, inishl hijuriihhh) )j n»« it. 

HuVrtl utt4trki’<i I (Hwt rt» ivUiu ktnl, tuitHH'iU ji lUrii't^ 

ov(M‘ ; ttiul )i»«l to on«i tuul I'niit^ouiy t<u thiun li<riti«. 

MIfjro Utt puH'o uf «ft»rk, Uf’jmSiiinl kki «U tln«iio jimIuIh ; «iul um tUo 

h'lt nui\ MU lilts ri^hl, iio spirit loji ^vhul t f*i ropulyo ? !h:i 

UiJVttl ti|«^r*s inUi ro^pli'Uilntl /V.sff ^ wimt uu\y 

Cttll Npiriltittl whiu* hrat, a timo s%iiiit at aM\ rat«^ <in»l ptoUy inm h 

|{in» utii ; <ltu‘l<li^a tiint lip iiuist anti wtll i^n UnuiiKlt iKtun H it 

plwtw lio4 ; titttt ho wriU nt<l ho ro|ii»l«-r4 at hu part i»t Uio MlUi k, imt ho 

tbr tilio ; hitl Vtill pluuj^o Ui»o»i|«'h, hi what |,*ap thoro »«> ' {IHMl 

\’iilUiro tnoatJiin^a il*) * hplv*( 00 !i 1 in^U’ntii anti that Ur<hii(ht with its 
; anil «KHt what iho 1 f«nn h ialt'ism i.» hho ! Ua iaUio'4 
rftpiiUy. rrarfaiif^oi , tnrinss h-niunli m thin tolnnin »ir' ininmna* ^iJaint nf 
lllOUii I ihtnh, whit h gtil i rn^hr^l uif«i t(n«»» thry tttl4 aiufii, 

llfulor rannini sihtil an Intlh hamt^h * whrolas^.; hu IrU In t«» 

rtHiP, his ri^chl to ho hra4 t*l flanl t p«h9nn» nf tMlntnns. itn tolunutj, iho 
cannun shot Uniu l'‘nnion»t) tnt iho loll, a;i»l Ur4itnhi ti'hht tm mtr tt^Ul^ 
will toll h'^ia on MS ; anti hi ihoao fuBu th- .ah tloalun^ hn alilioa, 

liy Uto hiilliiwrat^ loaal «ihoUisriir=»'j wav 4i»t ot rf thh-, wo tnoasi In prno 
trato ; '* Imm rtrtfti I inv torn, 9tra4v au*| swtH. Ku* wo arn thtitni^h iho 
mIuiI ranKr^* w*i4 hml nmn in i^^applo with, insto til nS » aar uhtil anti pm 
joi'tiln iron?'* Alamhal ilo Nano ttwiioit ''Ho siinnhl ham 

]inl an ntl»lllit»nal ro4nui«l tu that pS;uo, Sua ho ilnl tu>l ihinh aJty 
stmthl try snoh a thin^ ' anintn h«!“oBitn» p|a>niijir un rath han»i at P«» 
yariU 4i«laiM o), nor haa att) Ariity «#n» o nr i‘rfMio ? 

^ i hoao ( ttlnMina aiHant'o, Imwo^or ^ tiimni^lt hnohv' httUnwa, walot 
rt)Ur«4>s, thfOMj^h what ilrhlra tif hullnsdoat pa»I® thru' aro , on«1tno tho 
onnnuit shot wlnlo thoy mnsi ; ttashn;^ ihrin own hraM j^nna J<j, hantl, 
RUil n-roMAintlally ItiaaUn^ ttnl ta thinn who$o tho i^^rtintio) laiptnna^ atol 
tjU| with inth^tn^nl palimt o, (homc^oUoa lhtniiiji»4^« ynoUy ntttt h 

hoynnii liiroi l oln»l rani^o nS tvilhor tl Kn t'f I nutojuty, AmJ haiiO m timUy 
{{mI into iho intrunr nt Uto {'som h lino t^ UwtUo, whith ett nut 

ft liillo ttsli«nii«i4r»l in err* thoin Uioso! tl is n j m ft kiMil »a hhtftl titiy;i% 
tir rising ^’(rnmnl, thftl (hoy ftso i toning tni Uio rmwn »<( this riaut)^ 
grtMUnli Iho hrotnh ro^nnonl Ipuntinfi’ a M*.i» f**# / .nsn'J ft» il thalnoil 
In l>n)i llolioots* With <»iap¥»fer>* fiohl ♦ann**!! pmnifiOol iho wfnnil way , ft» tnul 
Uritiah ftrtiilofy ntiftr* in^ntahly a!)i<«v8 elao|( ihoto Hr^i^snirnt nt 
fllaht^ni jj tn aoiiso aani nohl pioi r-a hn?^ t*n tho a’l^nsin; t ^ prrioi>.t'tf •ailh 
ftlMMiM'inoia that it » mnml ; that ft hra^ Si t*5 Ii«n 2 jm!ry S4afra ntlti »l 

(klUliiK »niy tnonj; tlmt ii wiU h a%iO !»♦ #naF» hath ft^;at3Ut ftlitt 

t nil n) !*»•» I? .‘,t jni. ' <44 * r‘».f*9.i^* 

au aJI e .* . j,* 

vni . \. ti 



progrOHs: Iln^^o lirilish fnn’o, of unUtiowti oxtoiU. it‘ui|i 

into column ilioro, ami will ho upon uh on iho in^huit. o oi uomh ! 

^Nowh trim oimu^’h. Tim iio;ul <»(' Iho Knt'liHlj rolumn aunv^ to 
ovor tlm p^ronml, cltiso hy : thoir oHiootH doir thoir p.ilitoly 

HuhiUii^^ ourH, who rolurn Iho civility: 'ww over nucIi jiolilcnc**** mum 
boAiro? It 1 h a fimt ; ami ammiM: l^m momor.vhlo^t i*l’ thi« Halllo, 
a cortain Knpjisli OlVicorof mark, Lnrtl ( liarloH Hay namo of 
him, valuiul auroly in tlm annalH of tlm I lay ami I'vuuuUttilo 
steps forward from llio ranks, as if wishing' anmolhiiiK- r«‘''ai»lH uln»m 
(sayH tliO mumrato Kspnf;nac) ’ Manjuis d‘ AuliU m lm, ^ncnaslM^r Inuitriiani, 
with air of polite inlormi^alion, notkima ioff vvhut Im rnoaut. oumIo a ulop 
or two: Monsi»‘ur/* said l/t»rd Cliarlos (/«»;'/ / VoirA.? Atfvh 'Moil ymu 
pco])lo firo (fuitvs Itir.r Wii tjrnx)\*' ** Xtm, .\futis{rui\ jj<>u4p rm (turns 
jiwunn ks prvniim imvor firo liiHt)/’ * Attor Mr^ ! K not iIum 
a bit of motloni chivalry? A snprmoo pnlitt*m"(»i in that ssuiilm^;: piun 
enranto kind; piaihaldy llm InKhost point (nr lou»*iti it pmw »viua In. 
Which I have often tlIOll^'ht of.* 

It is almost pity to dihlnrl) an ideg^ant FliNlorical I‘a^iaag*’ nf llii« kiml, 
circulating round thi^ world, in Hoim* ghny, fora ccuini) p « . hut llmro 
huHaHJoall irndViigablo Dimumimt room Iti ims ahii'li u n guml 

deal, and reduces matttuH to tlm Im^ini'MH form. f.Hirtl < hit to > llay. 
MjieulenanKkiloiml/ praclii’al Hi'ad, * of tlm Ueg*****'*"^ I ‘»‘'t 

guards,* wroU», nbouL three wei'ks after (or di» tatril in sipcihng, uni 
hiuiHelf able to \vrit(^ for wouinU), a la*tti*r In Iuh llt<itlmr, »‘l tvlm h hero 
is an I'lx'c.erpt at liiht hand, with tinly the »ipelling altcrml : * * • Ml 
was our Ilegiiuent tliat attuckiul llm l'*reju’h tiuard*) : ami when we caum 
witliin twenty or thirty paces of them, I advanced lud’nre »»»ir Hegnmutl ; 
drank to them * (to thu Krench, from tln« jincket pi»lnl lum earner on 
sucli occasions), ^ and told them that we were the Hngh-.li thmnlte, ami 
hoped that they would Hiuud till wui runmt(uite up to thnni» oml tmt &wim 
the Sclield as they did llm Mayn at Detlingen * (Mlmmelul (A»r«/ ^rn/yr, 
not of wood, though ciirpeted with blue elntli there)! * t*pnn wlmh I 


^ Esp.'ignac, il. fio (of ih« (htpfui/, TnvdniHr, lyHij); jj. *.f etir i;rtju4n 
Translatiou (T.cipzig, 177.1), our uhuul rcrnnicr. VMluitr, msU^-dv inS-»i«nrd 
upon details this lime, is etiually exprew ; ' h\ir* 

gardes ani^laisf Si cria: Messieurs des gardes juWi^tufiy & I n whuti 
Count d’Aulcruche willj a inud voice uicwcrcd* rlc. {t} uis^ti \*>\, xt.%in. 
P* ^ 55 *) &jce also .St)/o’V7///'j (/« dAny/;n uV / u 7 /eAH (cdunt hya t Jiatet NrpJirw, 
Paris, i860), p, 151 ; --a poor, cousidetalily itoi .y mal um Irju liitte Ih^ -k ; wheh 
proves unexpectedly worth looking at, in regard hi -.mt.r uf ih,.*.r. |.,„u 
and personages and occurreuceN; the Ih.hcmiuu Itrltredr lJr*^glei p^ri, tu toy 
regret, if to no other peraun’s, law been omitted, a.% txnm t, »»r umlr* inlmuble 
by the Grand-Nephew. 



CHAI-. vm.) H A'l'Tl.K OF FON'l'F. NOV 

mh Mrty iv4‘.l 

iiiinu’iliiUi'ly tiuiuMl Im »mu’ KivJntfut ; tluMn, niul 

liJMiIo tluMM I liHjM* ^ufli u vsill. * All (JfluiM’* (irAtittn luhiO 

rttit ot tt»i« rnl4o^ nud tiinl tu in.iki* Km iiuMi lni//<ih ; )iiivKUt<r, 
llu’l't' ui'ir not lluro nr I»im‘ in tlirir thnt ilnl.** * 

\’i‘ry [mnr AimI nnt Uir islii^pi’r uf limt 

*AHi‘r ynii, iSiiN !’ laltii’r, ui iMiilu'ard nl’ quito tlu» I'iuornn; 

liny lifivliii; iu‘!'u JiiniNoll Ihnd »uln lut^ had t’n my loll* ; liny 

Inlnlly i^mnaut nu ^nhivU s^itlo livoil iulo, vtiihor I'oohly, nml 

wmmtlod hv tUn*a» P' A'ltorofUn |K'Mplo, ululo wuh *»ull wtlvimoiuj^; with 



tt O, Knan U . *• JIUI, »#> iiM ft, 5 4 1 I'll* Si Ulid A’I!| 

6 1 f,- aaf SJio P:tn|>Sini Umli ni'iar. 


(j, Ur'ihaili*. d'K»i. I 

li, Hldw}.U<U V !» JU? I M .l ^ 1 , Vftlii’l tti 

Inr V, wlii* h . 0 cj^n tj. J.t . If'?, AUoit k Uriliitdil 


1 )m( 4 It ill HcntL hh J ^ I \'5s!iji%n 1.^*1 dltM. 

Mimuhlorod ; is|miu nu*! uu? iiU wliiili, lu^ ilui j^dvo ll thorn : 

iu liliFiiil iltino ; ttinl ihnn uSt llu' tt»r iInU ilay. l'*i'i»m 

nil 'irhlrlu iiuo hil'i l*» nilii; , llril ihiMiinlsitii QAlulcitunt hik hi^l H{i‘» pliilintity 
ft flit* I I lliftl, l«»r » rii!,.mj, Uji't*’' Wins oimmo |aclimimuy tnlk miuI 

lot! In Uu-! Ilnn.mik’ rjWi-'j hy hM ifir inQ in thii rU|m|^i(ftr ■ 
1‘VoMoh, mit 1 liuahrifi© rps^-rani m» all^ imao nm^h hmiirr, nml wlmt iii 




tilth Mavi745 

called ^ chaffing ' ;->andj in shorty that the French Mess-rooms (with 
their eloquent talent that way) had rounded-off the thing into the 
current epigrammatic redaction ; the authentic business-form of it being 
ruggedly what is now given. Let our Manuscript proceed. 

^ D'Auteroche declining the first fire/— or accepting it^ if ever offered, 
nobody can say, — ^ the three Guards Regiments, Lord Charles's on the 
right, give it him hot and heavy, tremendous rolling fire ; so that 
D'Auteroche, responding more or less, cannot stand it ; but has at once 
to rustle into discontinuity, he and his, and roll rapidly out of tlie way. 
And the British Column advances, steadily, terribly, hurling-back all 
opposition from it ; deeper and deeper into the interior mysteries of the 
French Host ; blasting its way with gunpowder ; — in a magriificeiit 
manner. A compact Column, slowly advancing, — apparently of some 
16,000 foot. Pauses, readjusts itself a little, when not meddled with ; 
when meddled with, has cannon, has rolling fire, — delivers from it, in 
fact, on both hands, such a torrent of deadly continuous fire as was rarely 
seen before or since. Feu infernal” the French call it. The French 
make vehement resistance. Battalions, squadrons, regiment after 
regiment, charge madly on this terrible Column ; but rush only 
on destruction thereby. Regiment This storms -in from the riglit, 
regiment That from the left; have their colonels shot, ^Moso the half 
of their people " ; and hastily draw-back again, in a wrecked conditioii. 
Tlio cavalry-horses cannot stand such smoke and blazing ; nor indeed, I 
think, can the cavaliers. Regiment du Roi riisliing-on, full gallop, to 
charge this Column, got one volley from it ' (says Espagnao) ' which 
brought to the ground 460 men. Natural enough that horses take tlio 
bit between their teeth ; likewise that men take it, and career very madly 
in such circumstances ! 

^ The terrible Column with slow inflexibility advances ; cannon (now 
in reversed position) from that Redoubt d'Eu Shame on you, 
Ingoldsby ! and irregular musketry from Fontenoy side, playing upon 
it ; defeated regiments making barriers of their dead men and firing 
there ; Column always closing its gapped ranks, and girdled with in- 
supportable fire. It ought to have taken Fontenoy and Redoubt d'Eu, 
say military men ; it ought to have done several things ! It has now 
cut the French fairly in two ; — and Saxe, who is earnestly surveying it a 
hundred paces ahead, sends word, conjuring the King to retire instantly, 

across the Scheld, by Calonne Bridge and the strong reai‘-guard there, 
—who, however, will not. King and Dauphin, on horseback both, Iiavo 
stood at the Justice (Gallows, in fact) of our Lady of the Woods," not 
stimng much, occasionally shiaing to a windmill which is still higher,— 
ye Heavens, with what intrepidity, all day! — good many country- 
folk in trees close behind them." Country-folk, I suppose, liave by this 



linii' HI*’ I iiiitniiif; mi . i*ni, mi’ i\in^ iiiu Mi*V| 

thoii^^h ihinKN tl»» l*Mik »!ijlii(np4. 

* lu fiu’t, ill*' Uulllo . nun njmn 11 luur ; llir IkUtlo Ih w n m 1 nn 

hint, thiulvM Mitri-t-hnl tl«» Sum*. Hi* kulilf liiti'n ttirn In t«ti in that 
inniiiirr, Iuivim 111 ^: 5 ' in iat*r tlu^ lifM, what Imjai in in 

tht» Haltli'? h’linti'Uiiy i * tiling l»hinK» ihin hunu' lijiu' ; iu raimmi halU 
jliinn. OlUrnr#*, iu Autuims km* uiMuil wiilnlravuu^;: ihp nrtUli'ry, tiiiMi 
Hj^niu it>n ut'w unlrri i»^|*hu iuK it n whilr. All nri' htuhinK tnwnril« tht< 
Srhrhl ihitlK*' ; tnuur »tly rulnnitin;^ iiifi In willnlrttw. Hful thw 

Uutrhi ut tlii** pniut nl tiuu\ I'Mikm himiUly iu, a** \\ aliifi'k wan urj(iuj( 
tluMn tn tl*'. tJpnii thu mlmiht 1 ut Aulniur ; tir luitl hin Uuyal niKhnt'»i« 
thu Uukr, lut* hi« iirtii hi hnni, <lup rn\»Ui \ tu* ftitilliuy lu ai'l 

tlpuil llu’^u rait^inl I’intnl !, whn h haiut htnkrti llu’u*, \ uvylil lui* 

HWi«|)U wrrn Uunr uu iublhu) ami hm a' i«rnnm In dn il, in riiiit'r tif 

llirHO rait’n ihu H iUlu v^a'* thu Puku'n, Ami a li^^hi lirry vlrtury it 
wtmhl hiuu Ihmmi ; In muku hri u uuu liumurn ; niul I'niiiinn iho MufjIUh 
iu tiu'ir iiuui uu'tluut uT lt}-diUug, hku IhurTiiuk''! ur ♦htui/a» iun utfliur than 
luunau i rratiu »*;» * 

* Hut lU'ltliPf ttt llu'MU rnutiuihv^'Uii uni liud huhillnn I hu Huti h Auratrlni) 
wiuff (tul rvuu'u niium ninh tu jnn-^inrtiifiii nt Aittuiuu ; ami draw nut a 
Ultlw, hul tliW guu** tvhii awitki' upuu ihrm ; wtuuaupuu llu' Hulrh 
Au»itiiau«i iht'w iu a}.taiu, lluukiu^ Um timu uul t'umr. A« liir tha Ihtka, 
ha had takau writh htui u| riuiunn a j^und Irw ; hut itl‘ hurnu nuuu at all 
(iui|Hni*iiidu fur hui‘iu, uuli'*jf> luiuliumy aud ihu Uudmihl d*l\u wtua uurs !) 

ami his hurflu ha^' hnui hatiKui^jj ahuui, iu t)m Wnnd ul Hat ty all thin 
whihs tinrrrtaiii vthat tu du ; thtdt old ( 'utumatulrr hritiK kilhut withal, 
and thair iinw a duhllativ a jmrmu, uml uu iudft!i lull. I'ha Puku had 
laft lut <>tdor<^ ; ha\uit< indiuni fanhrn lu ht tu. iu \iihat vm^ rallrd a 
Npiritual wliitt^ haat, wtlluuit a ilut^ liiunrlt tiuu It what Itu would do 
W'huu iu ; '* Hrat thu IVruiii, httuik ihriu lu |invw|iu, it I tau j" Mrau 
whilu thu h'ruurlt i luud;) atr* tinu ’uutdiliuj^ a htllu ■ Uuval llighur«}« tuu ia 
raadjuhtiug hlmnuH, uuw gut Iliwi yanUi alunul ul I'uuhumv/' |»au«a« 
than' ahuui haltAtu hmir, uut curuig Ids wu) hutlu'r, 

‘During whirh jiaunn, Dm tin Hti luduu, faiuuu^ hlat kgtiard maU| 
gallupn up lu llir .Mnn t hal, g4llu]JT rapidly {tiuu Martu ha! tu King» 
atiggrsitiug^ ’MVtu'i' rauuuu luMught nhrini u! llua t lu^r* drop (‘uluiuu, 
tiiighl Uut thuy tilunu it lulu hr itiniul ilr »tt itt tiuu ; aud thuu a gauaral 
rharga ha uuula?'*' ^'u inutmdiud Hududuui ; il isi oaid, thu Jaruldta 
IrUlutmu, I’luiut t^ally uV iha hudi Hu^i^dr', wa« prium aulhur uf Uii»» 

* Srr, iu Hit*., tuug's JAj. j ^**i. ir.u 1' V^ tu illutiiUfU') '* ( ‘♦ihuuu/^ »t 

I’ultfrui.y/ U wan I Ut ** j,mU.uira;* utid ru fnflh)> t 

i'ritai^Ui Vi<<fih uradtug \ y auM;r(», 


notion, —a man oi tragic notoriety iu ^ — 

author of it, Marecbal de Saxe adopts it eagerly^ King Louis eagerly : 
swift it becomes a fact. Universal rally, universal simultaneous charge 
on both flanks of the terrible Column : tliis it might resist, as it has 
done these two hours past ; but cannon ahead, shearing gaps through 
it from end to end, this is what no column can resist and only perhaps 
one of Friedrich’s columns (if even that) with Friedrich’s eye upon it, 
could make its half-right-ahoiit {quart de comersxo7i\ turn its side to it, 
and manoeuvre out of it, in such circumstances. The wrathful English 
Column, slit into ribbons, can do nothing at manoeuvring ; blazes and 
rages, — more and more clearly in vain ; collapses by degrees, rolls into 
ribbon-coils, and winds itself out of the field. Not much chased, its 
cavalry now seeing a job, and issuing from the Wood of Barry to 
cover the retreat. Not much chased ;-“yet with a loss, they say, in all, 
of 7,000 killed and wounded, and about 2,000 prisoners j French loss 
being under 5,000. 

^The Dutch and Austrians had found that the fit time w'us now come, 
or taken time h)^ the forelock, — their part of the loss, they said, was a 
thousand and odd hundreds. The Battle ended about two o’clock of the 
day; had begun about eight. Tuesday lltli May 1746; one of the 
hottest half-day’s works I have known. A thing much to he meditated 
by the English mind. — King Louis stept down from the Gallows-Hill of 
Our Lady ; and kissed Marechal de Saxe. Saxe was nearly dead of 
dropsy ; could not sit on horseback, except for minutes ; was carried 
about in a wicker bed ; has had a lead ballet in bis mouth, all day, to 
mitigate the intolerable thirst. Tournay was soon taken ; the Dutch 
garrison, though strong, and in a strong place, making no due debate. 

* Royal Highness retired upon Ath and Brussels ; hovered about, 
nothing daunted, he or his: Dastard fellows, they would not come 
out into the open ground, and try us fairly 1 ” snort indignantly the 
Gazetteers and enlightened Public. ^ Nothing daunted ; — but, as it 
were, did not do anything farther, this Campaign ; except lose Gand, by 
negligence versus vigilance, and eat his victuals, — till called homo by 
the Rebellion Business, in an unexpected manner 1 Fontenoy was the 
nearest approach he ever made to getting victory in a battle ; but a miss 
too, as they all were. He was nothing like so rash, on subsequent 
occasions ; but had no better luck ; and w'as beaten in all Ins battles, — 
except the immortal Victory of Culloden alone. Which latter indeed, 

' * Thomas Arthur Lally Comte de Tollendal,’ patiouymically * Q'^lwhUy qI 
Ttillindally' (a place somewhere in Connaught, undiscoverable where, not 
material where) : see our dropsical friend {in one of his wheezicst states), 
Jameses Irish Army-List (Dublin, 1855), pp. 594-600. 

* Old Newspapers. 


n fill »♦» \*** Vf». •■4 

of ft lOftU In ihi' ihuiuutfti iMullrn?} Ur I'ivrrelH mol lMM*r, fur the 

tiino 

* Ohl Miuri lml ilo NtmilU'5i waw lu tlii«< Unttlo ; lutNy ftl*mit tho 

nnd jjr<*iul tn hh Sft\r du wrll. t hivatruus t»rauiiuni>t, luu, tt.»i wi» 
htwv, ttft4»llun'u, killt'd ftt Uir IuhI Ttiiu u do tun (imt 

killed); ft foitftiu I^ud .^^iukvillo (hurl ulijchtly, |>rrhH|»»< hml 

hft\o IfrtHMi kdlrd * ftiid utlior^ kui^wm tit m, ur tftnt «ill ho 
kuttwu. Arutv Surgouu l*ft of hu«y hmln, oxiirrl uilh lu*« 

luurni*|Uft'» uud hut t*t wildly hlu^liu'uu« hrtiu'udux ItiuicMO fttid 

uftytt, U tiiriro luiay »u ilnsjulal thu I^u^,dli>ll nuil Friuudi tdl 

Olio to you, nay, if ftujiihinK, itio lirttrr !’* th*»ip uru tho lluyal 

nrdor» .' 1*4 Afottrio W|H luui tl|<, lit urw I it\ , tjllil hlu»)lrnni»i, nt 

liorliii, l«y ftud hy. 

’ThoKionrh iii^idi' iiuiiioiup o^nhijjiunii nf rr)Mu i:t|* llu** \'irtiirv 
of Kuntoiiuv ; VnUuito tmm a luatt w»dl at t‘uurt) rohduutui,? il lu |tru»iO 
nnd vor ^o, tu ftu aiutu’tuii th‘^^r«’o ntpin’i mdd lu unn duv ) ; thn 

uliolo Nfthno hlurdiii^ <uit Mtrr it iiilu or* nf tiitifii|di nod 

utiivor^Jtil ihrou limra ihiro ui *thurt* ! ihmk, nrnrly thr 
Nftliniml Ilu/.'fth, Ituid, dk‘t*|i, Jmsh; di.«uti, thal fho Nutom ovor j™m\o in 
liKo Now iftthor t uraiun t<* k tut^udor, ftt lh|5i di *taui’o ol limo, 

.Mirainiltiutt Aiuuulnlr!?, truo ttud i»nl Iruo, aro oouiv, N»»i it) iiHUtliuii 
ft^ftin thill £iui|Ui UM^f udit-iv ui thu in >4 hro tn tt :, uhut ?))t(il) vio tiny ot thn 
** luo ) ftiuj) -Millfi'i ** u huut t itMlsi rd/* iMu-ditih inttult'Ti uf thu Iitwi*^! 
do|^too; MHO III wh»«>ii N-fctia htiay tho |.™iilit hiro Inuii n diMd 

(hliror, whrn a t'aiuoMi hail t .uiio w ln(itiei)|.% ouit ^hutu ht*r honil ftwfty. 
t‘piiu uliii’h, withmil «M»iud utSfird, hr! ittu^'hlmur tjiuit* hrd thi» 
ftlld drhhfi ftli'l)' Jil Ml r^tiird.” * A tttdihnal*'' ^hiMtuy J»nu|do ; Ulu'nitijtior 
fthlp Dn ojil hy I’lritih [iruwr !}, ^huy to llmt fcaiunl* 

Ihifniiiiir Mnirdy liut fiurtrv)fijl thi) ^it-iiNun ; JlighliUul 
Ht'holliiiti'* ri'jiii^ on him, niul mnrh goin^ nuiy, Ito \n 
fniintlinyj Nuliunul Utht, jumr Mujrdv; niilliin;' oIm* to 
hjH-nk of. 1 1 in jHiin* A run, li)i.di!m|.t nr\ri no widl in lonvign 
ijniu n-ln, mul il idf ntuuiiiny^ llio hrniil, 'viih I ho 

ru|milm‘rn locking on till it in timo to nm (im ut Ilonomix 
ftji;uin no\t niuintm, nml nt I^uilirltl onn uln iiothinyt 

inti luuil knovk*! ninl lovu*n. And in (tofnird In imtukintl, 

* Pr l|M|ih, I, I' ».H .{ ^ tJr»»)r |.Or.l ill 

t J/lr.j-.nt.', .»- !?■, v|< iy>, .iv*! -'n, U {, rli%, an* u».uiy 

Cuiiiii »■■! tlriaiU aud ••* -difc^o 'ivs »'«< shii 1|. 


havinj;^ ‘ ilu' linui h Litni niut i\iv lu-nd ot* nu A’is,' * 
PorlriihMis lo cuiilt'uiplulf I 

(^ipu Hn'lou was hfsir^rtl thi‘i Suu\uan\ iu a i-nnlitahla 
dihihut; and tnknn. 'I'lir mu* runl stnjkr di)iu* u|hiu I’Vanrr 
lids Yi*ar, nr iiult’tsl at sua) thrnuidnuU tin* War. 

‘Ruin Iu llu*ir IdNhurir^., and a vlmv his-i uf n 

Vfard (’uinpaivd with whiflt all th« ' i* liiu* ' Viului'u*'^ in 
Flniuloi’s' art* a holth* t»f mumrddnr. Rids was aftmdly a 
kind of slruku ; and lids, mu* tinds, amnti|di'«hrd, umlur 
pivsidcmw uf a ntnall s<[nadrun td* Kin|^^ by ' Xiav^ 

l’lnf^;land VulunU’frst' uu iai«rd by ‘-ub -rription, in tin* 

way of joiul“sU)C’k. A .slutting t'tdmuul tVat ; said iu la* 
very perfeclly tloni*, ludli stwip part of it. itnd lijddini*: pari 

and nd^hl have Yieldtal, what nuahadablr vlividruds in 

Iho Fishery way! Hnt luul tu hr |;iv»-n up a;.tain, in i‘\' 
eliangt’ fur the Nellu*r!ands» when Fear!’ rnuir. Alus^ \uin‘ 
Maj(*sly i Would it be tpdle inipu. abl»’, then, \u ft** direr t 
upon your t)wu sole erraml, the I\n i»ne ; insteml 

of .sUmd)linf^ abtml ainoiifc tin* Fun-iftn rhnnnev ptits, far anti 
wide, under night mares, in this Imidile manner r I.**t m tu 
Silesia again. 

CHAFd’Kll IX 

THE AT\STUrAX"SAXt)X AltMV tXVAlU'.S MI KMA, 

Ac‘nt).ss 'rtir. AttJtwTAix.s 

Vaisjui, who is lo he (»f Frietliiilds (‘ampaign this Year, 
eanu! posting oirdin*etly in rear td' tlu* ghiiiou»» ueus td‘ Imjh 
lenoy; lunnd I'Viedrieli at (amen/, i.dhn in spirits than 

^ Ohl l'itiii|i)i)('e^, j.//;:. . 

* Aildmitti V, ('47dj tm;. 4 - .-^;r - r f t'- r.irr !re,^’|; 

sec ‘ (aliH‘H),y»'WM/a/ M/ Ar.-.t?* ; * ,S!r Piaj, r ^ 5 Uir . v a, Jr e.. so, 

(j»n»r » j. r) ; * rl> rl^.: su nil W.^ ".j.-tj r|5, 

*745» aailUMri»nn rv - a J*, t Uini. a m U * mt 

dujhtt cxt’cllpal ' joiiU-nUH k ‘ jK-Mi 'r, 


19th May* 3 « June 17-ill 

ollu'vwist* ; anti j)U‘.%sjtnt ly ''ith Ahlinl 'rnhin.s niul 

him, till tlu* (’ampai^n slumhl hrj^in. 'I'wo Ihingn fiurprlso 
Valori : llu* gmil strru;ii;lh, impri'gnahio an il wtn*ts \o 

which Ncinsc ha‘i been hnui^hl niium* he naw it Inst^ .super- 
lative cnntliiion nf tliat Inirtiess, and nf tlie Army itself, as 
it; /.(allu‘r.s daily inure /mil mure nbuut hVaniu'iistein hen*: * 
and then .secondly, anti ctmtrariwiM*, th<* hlrangcly nef(;leelt‘<l 
posture t>f muunlainuns or Upper Silesia, given up to Pan- 
(lo\ir.s. Quite subnuu'getl, in a manner; Mnrgraf Karl lies 
tptiet among them at .lagmulorf, 'eating his maga/ine ' ; 
(icneval Ilatdcharmui (Wiuleih'ltr.s late chief in that ^Vi'u’ht‘n 
allair), with his small Detfichmeut, still lu)ver.s aluml in 
IhtiHi! llalilmr parts, 'with the Strong 'Ptiwas lu fall Imek 
uptm,' or has in i*jleet fallen back actmnlingly ; and imlhing 
tltme to cticrci* I he Pamiuurs at fdl. While Princi* Karl and 
Wei.ssenft'lH are ilaily ctmdng on, in force 11)0, OlJt), llu'ir 
inientitm cta*tain ; force, say, ahoid 1011,000 regular I Vt*ry 
Hingtdar It) Valori. 

'Sire, will not you di*Hjmle the Passes, ihenP' asks Valori, 
nma/etl : ' Not defciul ytuir Mnimiuin rampart, then?' ' Mon 
rhn\ the Mtmntain rampart is Ihrce or four hunilred miles 
long; llnn't* are t\n-l\e or twenty pratMit^ahle roatls through 
il. One is kept in durkm*ss, Itjo ; enilless Pandimr doggery 
shutting tmt your tlaylipjd ; ill ttefeiuling sui*h a rampart,' 
an.swers Friedrich. ' Hut how, then,' persists Valori ; ' hut ' 
‘One tiny llie King answerctl me,' says Valtui, ‘ d/<m nmi^ if 
yotl waul tt» get the* nmiise, ilon'l shut the trap; leave Itu* 
(rap tjpen (on /n/.v.vr ta JiotijiiUtr oarc;/r)U Wldi'h was a 
beam of light to ttie imiuiring (hmigld of Vidori, a military 
man of Htmie inlelligenee.' 

O'hal, in faet, is I*Vi»'drieli'ft purjmne privately fornnsl. lie 
meaiiH that the Atedrians shall consider him eowial into 
nothing, as he nndei'ilands they alreatly do ; that they shall 
(Miler Silesia, in I In* notion of chasing hint ; ami sludl, if mssl 
lie, lia\tf the plcasun^ of clutsing him, till pcnliaps a right 
^ *Srr i. J4.|, jjH. 




Kill**' : soon in(i> lu^* lUivn, uiul mil Ifud him 

t*' ’ . 

(IniicTs iMi (K’msion. In lui uinii is lluMV a pUmlituhT 

of rmuiing, nor of u itnov kintL LynxM'ViHl perj^piou 

iiuislniuslililo contrivamr, |innn|)l inj;rninlvi n nmn 

(lnn;L,nTou.s |o play with at ganu's of .skill. And ii is nuu 

n‘*nilaUnl ahvavs hy a nohlt* sonso of luuiunr, loo ; instimdi 
* * 

alihonvnt of aUonu’yism ami llii‘ saimllrr oloiiu’id ; hi 
ning, Hlmr|MUs llm viilpim** y«‘l. always hlrirlly luuiuin, wl 
is mllu‘r lu‘avilifol to nm. 'rUis in om* of Frualrioh's mai 
ouilowinanlH. Inlolltiol Hun oU'ur^ w'holly practiml (m*rd 
ho H[KUMiilIy iltH‘p)i luul culiroly loyal lo Urn furl ht'I'ora 
this, if you mUl mpidily and omagy, prompt woight 
strolci*, such IIS was seldom imd wilh, ovill rnulor ii man 
diuigiwons to his adversary iii the game of war. Ileif* i*» 
Iasi; of our Fandour Advanluras for the prastml : 

* l'’nnn May llllli, IdiiMlrirh laul lirra anllieiia^;; rltniw tttol v 
about KnuiIvj*iist(MM ; by tbo (’iitl of ibo tiioiitlk m It prtoril 

intiuulM ibiU. all Drlai'liiniMitn hIiuII ba homo, amt llm Army tala' ( 
llu'n^. I’ho iiio.^a iiro homo; Mar^rnf Kurl, at Juarnalorf, lm« noi 
(liaio i'alin^>; bin mu^a/.iuo ; laO ho loo mu^tt isima homo. tSumauai 
^tura'^l^ botno : it in not (batbloi) In' uilt rut lihiisolf tbroitali. ho 
hlrt llijOOU; bvit Muoh is iho swana vU' Piauhauri bavoring l»otv%ron 
and iiH, no OKtafol to, or clovoroHt loMor losuor, ran Imur to m »o 
him. Ziolhon wilh Win UuMHurH, Im niM*»V tuko tlio lottor ; Uioto i 
<alior way. ZloLbon iiioimtH; faroH hiuftly ha th, tmvanU 
his hoLlor; halgos in wimuIh ; dodaos llm IbioK vniadino’ roi|ifllib 
(passes IdiHHolf otf hn* a Tolpaloliory nay «oriio, and I'jijitnros ItniiK- 
Hlnll-t IdirorH who rtnno In ^ivo him orilers h ; is nl leiiKth rmiml oat 
inrionsly HeL-uj)on, “/ifdlani, ffnb !“ lait jfjcolHi lo Jaa^’riMlorf, 

Karl coining: ont lo llm ri'm-im, nml (hdiM'u bU LoUor. ** Ihmm, I 
all of UH tomorrow!” And ko. Saturday May, Imforo wo j<i 
NouHtadt on tlio way lionn», llirr*' is an antlmnlii* pSHKinjo of 
very brillbmlly by Marp^raf Karl aKitinst PamlourH and others, 

''I'o ri^rliL of UH, lo left, barrin/< mn* rtmd, llm emnny, 
tlioiUj aUuid ranked on ht'ijdds* in rhosen ; cannon 

^ Kmu von lilumcutUU, of /k /kfhtt, pj». r;pHi (cxurmrly 
now ^ivcmup ftH myiliiral, (or moM jsnl): st c Uilirh (ii. 150); l.ai I 
(iii. 245), Piciuis, clc. 
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grenadiers^ dragoons of Gotha and infinite Pandours ; military jungle 
bristling far and wide. And you must push it heartily^ and likewise 
cut the tap-root of it (seize its big guns), or it will not roll away. 
Margraf Karl shoots-forth his steady infantry Silent till you see 
the whites of their eyes ! ’*), — his cavalry with new manoeuvres ; whose 
behaviour is worthy of Ziethen himself : — in brief, the jungle is struck 
as by a whirlwind, the tap-root of it cut, and rolls simultaneously out 
of range, leaving only the Regiment of Gotha, Regiment of Ogilvy 
and some Regulars, who also get torn to shreds, and utterly ruined. 
Seeing which, the Pandour jungle plunges wholly into the woods, 
uttering horrible cries {en poussant des cris terrihles)^ says Friedrich.^ 
Our new cavalry-manoeuvres deserve praise. Margraf Karl had the 
honour to gain his Cousin's approbation this day ; and to prove him- 
self, says the Cousin, worthy of the grandfather he came from,” — 
my own great-grandfather ; Great Elector, Friedrich-Wilhelm ; whose 
style of motion at Fehrbellin, or on the ice of the Frische Haf (soldiers 
all in sledges, tearing along to be at the Swedes), was probably somewhat 
of this kind.' * * 

^ Some days ago, Winterfeld had been pushed-out to Landshut, with 
Detachment of 2,000, to judge a little for himself whicli way the Austrians 
were coming, and to scare-off certain Uhlans (the Saxon species of Tol- 
patchery), who were threatening to be mischievous thereabouts. The 
Uhlans, at sound of Winterfeld, jingled away at once : but, in a day or 
two, there came upon him, on the sudden, Pandour outburst in quite 
other force and in the very hours while Ziethen was struggling into 
Jagerndorf, and still more emphatically next day, while Margraf Karl 
was handling his Pandours, — Colonel Winterfeld, a hundred miles to 
westward lapped among tlie Mountains, chanced to be dealing again with 
the same article. Very busy with it, from 4 o'clock this morning; 
likely to give a good account of the job. Steadily defending Landshut 
and himself, against tlie grenadier battalions, cannon and furious over- 
plus of Pandours (8,000 or 9,000, it is said, six to one or so in the article 
of cavaliy), wliich General Nadasti, a scientific leader of men or Pan- 
dours, skilfully and furiously hurls upon Landshut and him, in an 
unexpected manner. Colonel Winterfeld had need of all liis heart and 
energy, in the intricate ground ; against the furious overplus well 
manoeuvred : but in him too there are manoeuvres ; if he fail-back here, 
it is to rush-on double strong there ; hour after hour he inexpugnably 
defends himself, — till General Still e, Friedrich's old Tutor, our worthy 
writing friend, whom we occasionally quote, comes-up with help ; and 

^ CEuvres de Fndhnc, iii, 106, More specially Bericht von der am 22 Mai 
1745 bey Metaladt in OberEckksien vorgefalUnen Action (Seyfarth, Beylage^ 
i. 159*166). 
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Nadasti is at once bruslied home again, with sore smart 01 failure, and 
^^the loss of COO killed/' among other items. ^ Colonel ^ 7 interfeld was 
made Major-General next day, for this action. Colonel Winterfeld is 
cutting-out a high course for liimself, by his conduct in these employ- 
ments ; solidit}^, brilliant effectuality, shining through all he does ; his 
valour and value, his rapid just insight, fiery energy and nobleness of 
mind more and more disclosing themselves, — to one who is a judge 
of men, and greatly needs for his own use the hrst-rcate quality in 
that article/ 

Friedrich has left the mousetrap open ; — and latterly has 
been baiting it with a pleasant spicing of toasted cheese. 
One of his Spies, reporting from Prince KarPs quarters, 
Friedrich has at this time discovered to be a Double-Spy, 
reporting thither as well. Double- Spy, there is an ugly fact ; 
— perhaps not quite convenient to abolish it by hemp and 
gibbet ; perhaps it could be turned to use, as most facts can ? 
‘ Very good, my expert Herr von Schdnfeld ’ (that was the 
knave's name) : ‘and now of all things, whenever the Prince 
does get across, — instant word to us of that 1 Nothing so 
important to us. If he should get hetzveen us and Breslau, 
for example, what would the consequence be ! ' To this 
purport Friedrich instructs his Double- Spy ; sends him off, 
unhanged, to Prince KarPs Camp, to blab this fresh bit of 
knowledge. ‘ We likewise,' says Friedrich, ‘ ordered some 
repairs on the roads leading to Breslau ; ' — last turn of the 
hand to our bit of toasted fragrancy. And Prince Karl is 
actually striding forward, at an eager i^ace : — and Nadasti 
mrsxLs Winterfeld, the other day, could Winterfeld have 
guessed it, was the actual vanguard of the march ; and will 
be up again straightway ! Whereupon Winterfeld too is 
called home ; and all eyes are bent on the Landshut side. 

Prince Karl, under these fine omens, had been urgent on 
the Saxons to be swift ; Saxons under Weissenfels did at last 

^ Berkht von der am 21 Mai 1745 hey Landshut vorgefallanen Actiouy in 
FeldzUgty i. 302-305 (or in Seyfarth, Beylage^ i. 155-158) ; CEuvres de FridiriCy 
iii. 105; Stille, pp. 120-124 (who misdates, ‘23d May’ for 22d). 


*gcL llu'ir cnnmm tip,' and wo hoar of thoni for cortuiiu in 
jinudion wilh the Austrians, at; SHialxlnr, on l;hn JJolu'inian 
sult‘ of Iho (iiant-MunnInins ; rliuibin^ wil.li diligonce thoHO 
wi/nvd Mililtidf.s and liif,dtland wastos. In a word, tliey roll 
across into Silesia, to huulshut (2!)Ut May); nothing doubt- 
ing hut I'Vifdrirh haa cowored into what rolvoats ho has, lus 
goiul as d('sjH‘nUo i)f Silesia, and will probably bo first hoard 
of in Ihvslau, when they got Ihilhor wilh thoir sieging guns. 
No cauliouH sivgHcit»iis old Ft‘ldmai‘sohall ^IVnun is in that 
Host at prcMeul; nothing but, a Frinco Karl, and a poor 
Duke of Wi'issonfols ; wlu) uro loo anlnin of several things 
very enpalile of eerlainly, and also of douhl, the wrong way of 
the faelH, 'I'heir fom* is, by siriel eounl, 75,000 ; and they 
inareh from 1 rfUulNhul, detained a lilllt; by provender eoneernH, 
oti the last tlay of Ahiyd 

May ttlHIh, l'‘riedrieh had eneani])eil at Fraukensloin ; May 
«]()lh, ht* noIn f(jrth norlh- westward, lo lie nearer the nesw 
Hcene ; eneumps at. Ueiehenbaeb, (hut night; pushoH forward 
again, ne\l day, for Sehweidnil/, for SIriegan (in nil, a shift 
lujrlh w‘e.st of some forty niileH) ; and from fluno Ist, lies 
slrelehetl out br*i\veen Sehweidiiil/ and SIriegan, nine miles 
long; w‘ell hitlden in the hollows of llu‘ litth* llivers there- 
abouts (Sehwridni!/. Water, Slriegau Water), wilh their little 
knolls and hill.N ; watching Prints* KarPH prohahU* place of 
egress from the Mtmntain ('ountry opposite. His main ('amp 
is from Seluveitlnit/ It) Jauernik,'^ some live miles long; but 
he has his vanguard up ns far as Slriegau, Dumoulin and 
^Viuter^eld IIS vangmu'd, in good strength, a little way behind 
or westwnnl of that Town and Stream; NiiHsau and his 
Division are screened in the Wood called Nonneuhuseli (Ab/n\v 
//«.vA)» nnd there are out posh sprinkled all uhoul, and vethdles 
waieliing from the hilt lops, from (lit' Stanowilz hoxhili ; the 
Ztsllil/c * (‘tiwhilip * Wiuehiir : an Army not courting obser- 
vation, hut intent wvy mneh to observe. NnditsU Inus 

* tnh.h, a. I.|a; Kftukr, iii, ; Strtarl, iv. a.^5. 

• See M»|i, jt. i5f>. 


Mountains; goes out scouting, reconnoitring ; but is ^ fired at 
from the growing corn,’ and otherwise hoodwinked by false 
symptoms, and makes little of that business. Friedrich’s 
Army we will compute at 70,000.^ Not quite equal in 
number to Prince Karl’s; and, in other particulars, willing 
and longing that Prince Karl would arrive, and try its 
quality. 

Friedrich’s headquarter is at Jauernik : he goes daily riding 
hither, thither; to the top of the Fuchsberg {Foxhill at 
Stanowitz) with eager spyglass ; daily many times looks with 
his spyglass to the ragged peaks about Bolkenhayn, Kauder, 
Rohnstock ; expecting the throw of the dice from that part. 
On Thursday 3d June ; Do you notice that cloud of dust 
rising among the peaks over* yonder ? Dust- cloud mounting 
higher and higher. There comes the big crisis, then ! There 
are the combined Weissenfels and Karl with their Austrian 
Saxons, issuing proudly from their stone labyrinth ; guns, 
equipments, baggages, all perfectly brought through ; rich 
Silesian plain country now fairly at their feet, Breslau itself 
but a few marches off: — at sight of all which, the Austrian 
big host bui'sts-forth into universal field-music, and shakes-out 
its banners to the wind. Thursday 3d June 1745 ; a 
dramatic Entry of something quite considerable on the Stage 
of History. 

Friedrich, with Nassau and generals round, stands upon 
the Fuchsberg, — his remarks not given, his looks or emotions 
not described to us, his thought well known, — and looks at it 
through his tubus (or spyglass) : There they are, then, and the 
big moment is come [ Friedrich had seen the dust and the 
manoeuvring of them, deeper in the Hills, from this same 
Fuchsberg yesterday, and inferred what was coming ; calcu- 
lated by what roads or hi 11 -tracks they could issue : and how 
he, in each case, was to deal with them ; his march-routes 

* General- Lieutenant Freiherr Leo von Ltitzow, Die Schlachi von Hohenfried* 
{Potsdam, 1845), PP- i8> 21. 


3ci June 1745 ] 

are all settled, plank-bridges repaired, all pnvately is ready 
for these proud Austrian musical gentlemen, here in the 
hollow. Friedrich has been upon this Fuchsberg with his 
tuhxts daily, many times since Monday last : it is our general 
observatorium, says Stille, and commands a fine view into the 
interior of these Hills. A Fuchsberg which has become 
notable in the Prussian maps : * the Stanowitz Fuchsberg,’ 
east side of Striegau Water, — let no tourist mistake himself ; 
for there are two or even thi'ee other Fuchsbergs, a mile or so 
northward on the western side of that Stream, which need to 
be distinguished by epithets, as the Striegau Fuchsberg, the 
Griiben Fuchsberg, and perhaps still others : comparable to 
the Jhur Neisse rivers, three besides the one we know, which 
occur in this piece of Country ! Our German cousins, I have 
often sorrowed to find, have practically a most poor talent for 
giving names ; and indeed much, for ages back, is lying in a 
sad state of confusion among them. Many confused things, 
rotting far and wide, in contradiction to the plainest laws of 
Nature ; things as well as names ! All the welcomer this 
Prussian Army, this young Friedrich leading it ; they, beyond 
all earthly entities of their epoch, are not in a state of 
confusion, but of most strict conformity to the laws of 
Arithmetic and facts of Nature : perhaps a very blessed 
phenomenon for Germany in the long-run. 

Prince Karl with Weissenfels, General Berlichingen and 
many plumed dignitaries, are dining on the Hill-top near 
Hohenfriedberg : after having given order about everything, 
they witness there, over their wine, the issue of their Columns 
from the Mountains ; which goes on all afternoon, with field- 
music, spread banners ; and the oldest General admits he 
never saw a finer review-manoeuvre, or one better done, if so 
well. Thus sit they on the Hill-top {Galgenherg^ not far 
from the gallows of the place, says Friedrich), in the beautiful 
June afternoon, Silesia lying beautifully azure at their feet ; 
the Zoptenberg, enchanted Mountain, blue and high on one’s 



eastern horizon ; Prussians noticeable only in weak hussar 
parties four or five miles off, which vanish in the hollow 
grounds again. All intending for Breslau, they, it is like ; — 
and here, red wine and the excellent manoeuvre going on. 
‘ The Austrian-and-Saxon Army streamed-out all afternoon,' 
says a Country Schoolmaster of those parts, whose Daybook 
has been preserved,^ ‘ each regiment or division taking the 
place appointed it ; all afternoon, till late in the night, sub- 
merging the Country as in a deluge,' five miles long of them ; 
taking post at the foot of the Hills there, from Hohenfried- 
berg round upon Striegau, looking towards the morrow’s 
sunrise. To us poor country-folk not a beautiful sight ; their 
light troops flying ahead, and doing theft and other mischief 
at a sad rate. 

On the other hand, the Austrian and Saxon gentlemen, 
from their Gallows-Hill at Hohenfriedberg, notice, four or 
five miles in the distance, opposite them, or a little to the 
left of opposite, a Body of Prussian horse and foot, visibly 
wending northward ; like a long glittering serpent, the glitter 
of their muskets flashing back yonder on the afternoon sun 
and us, as they mount from hollow to height. Ten or twelve 
thousand of them ; making for Striegau, to appearance. 
Intending to bivouac or billet there, and keep some kind of 
watch over us ; belike with an eye to being rear-guard, on 
the retreat towards Breslau tomorrow ? Or will they retreat 
without attempting mischief ? Serenity of Weissenfels 
engages to seize the heights and proper posts, over yondei’, 
this night yet ; and will take Striegau itself, the first thing, 
tomorrow morning. 

Yes, your Serenities, those are Prussians in movement : 
Vanguard Corps of Dumoulin, Winterfeld ; — Rittmeistev 
Seydlitz rides yonder : — and it is not their notion to retreat 
without mischief. For there stands, not so far off, on the 
Stanowitz Puchsberg, a brisk little Gentleman, if you could 
notice him ; with his eyes fixed on you, and plans in the head 
^ In LUtzow, pp. 123*132. 
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of him now getting nearly mature. For certain, he is 
pushing-out that column of men ; and all manner of other 
columns are getting order to push-out, and take their 
ground ; and tomorrow morning, — you ’will not find him in 
retreat 1 Such are the phenomena in that Striegau-Hohen- 
friedberg region, while the sun is bending westward, on 
Thursday 3d June 174 j5. 

^ From Hohenfriedberg, which leans against the higher Mountains^ 
there may be^ across to Striegau north-east, which stands well apart from 
theirij among lower Hills of its own, a distance of about five English 
miles. The intervening country is of flat, though upland nature ; the 
first broad stage, or stair-step, so to speak, leading down into the general 
interior levels of Silesia in those parts. A tract wliich is now tolerably 
dried by draining, but was then marshy as well as bushy : — flat to the 
eye^ yet must be imperceptibly convexed a little, for the line of watershed 
is hereabouts ; walk from Hohenfriedberg to Striegau, the water on your 
left hand flows, though mainly in ditches ox imperceptible oozings, to the 
north and west, — there to fall into an eastern fork of the Roaring Neisse * 
(one of our three new Neisses, which is a very quiet stream here ; runs 
close by the Mountain base, fed by many torrents, and must get its 
name, Wiithende or Roaring, from the suddenness of its floods): ^iiito 
this, bound northward and westward, run or ooze all waters on your left 
hand, as you go to Striegau. Right hand, again, or to eastward, you 
will find all sauntering, or running in visible brooks into Striegau 
Water * (little River notable to us), which comes circling from the 
Mountains, past Hohenfriedberg, farther south ; and has got to some 
force as a stream before it reaches Striegau, and turns abruptly east- 
ward ; — eastward, to join Scbweidnitz Water, and form with it the second 
stair-step downwards to the Plain Country. Has its Fuchshergs, Kiih- 
bergs and little knolls and heights interspersed, on both sides of it, in 
the conceivable way. 

^So that, looking eastward from the heights of Hohenfriedberg, our 
broad stage or stair-step has nothing of the nature of a valley, but rather 
is a kind of insensibly-swelling plain between two valleys, or hollows, of 
small depth ; and slopes both ways. Both ways ; but more towards the 
Striegau-Water valley or hollow; and thence, in a lazily-undulating 
manner, to other hollows and waters farther down. Friedrich’s Camp 
lies in the next, the Schweidnitz-Water hollow; and is five, or even 


present, ^rise to west of Striegau, definite peaked HiUs^ with granite 
quarries in them and basalt blocks atop Striegau, it apjiears, is, in 
old Czech dialect, T!rz%»a^ which means Tri^ph Hill, the ^^Town of the 
Three Hills.” ^ An ancient quaint little Town, of perhaps 2,000 souk: 
brown-gray, the stones of it venerably wcatliered ; has its wide big 
market-place, piazza, plain-stones, silent enough except on market-days : 
nestles itself compactly in the shelter of its Three Hills, which sci^een it 
from the north-west ; and has a picturesque appearance, its Hills and it, 
projected against the big Mountain range beyond, as you approach it 
from the Plain Country. 

^Hohenfriedherg, at the other corner of our battle-stage, on the road 
to Landshut, is a Village of no great compass; but sticks pleasantly 
together, does not straggle in the usual way ; climbs steep against its 
Gallows-Hill (now called Siegesherg, Victory Hill,” with some tower or 
steeple-monument on it, built by subscription) ; — and would look better, 
if trimmed a little and habitually well swept. The higher Mountain 
summits, Landshut way^ or still more if you look south-eastward, Glatz- 
ward, rise blue and huge, remote on your right ; to left, the Roaring- 
Neisse range close at hand, is also picturesque, though less Alpine iti 
type.' 2 * * And of all Hills, the notablest, just now to us, are those 

Three ” at Striegau. 

Those Three Hills of Striegau his Serenity of V\^eissenfels 
is to lay hold-of, this night, with his extreme left, were it 
once got deployed and bivouacked. Those Hills, if he can : 
but Prussian Dumoulin is already on march thither ; and 
privately has his eye upon them, on Friedrich’s part ! — For 
the rest, this upland platform, insensibly sloping two ways, 
and as yet undrained, is of scraggy boggy nature in many 
places ; much of it damp ground, or sheer morass ; better 
parts of it covered, at this season, with rank June grass, or 
greener luxuriance of oats and barley. A humble peaceable 
scene ; peaceable till this afternoon ; dotted, too, wi th six or 
seven poor Hamlets, with scraggy woods, where they have 
their fuel ; most sleepy littery ploughman Hamlets, sometimes 
with a Schloss or Mansion for the owner of the soil (who has 
absconded in the present crisis of things), their evening smoke 
rising rather fainter than usual ; much cookery is not advis- 
1 LUtzow, p. 28. * Tourist’s Note (1858). 



able wuh I'ulniis anti loipairiu^H !ivni|i^ annul. .Nortliwanl 
hotwai'H SIrifgHU uiul llu* higlu'r Mouuluins Iluav in an 
(‘xli'usivt* 'IVu'Innithsihup^ nr ' Pnntl llitsbaiulrv ' (glt‘ninin|j; 
viMhln IViJin IhjhnnlViftlhrr^ (latlnws Hill just mnv) ; a rnni • 
binalinn nrhlnf^nant pntils aiul nu’p pniul.M, llu' ^rnuutl imu’h 
otrupiftl hfmibnut-s wilh wlwit tlu’V nainn (’nrp Ihinbamirv. 
Which in all tlmint’tl away in nnr tiinc, yt'l tvnccnhlc by llu* 
Nlndion.s: i|n/ijii;^y cnn^i^rrirH of shhct‘.s niul fi-sh-pniulH, no 
road lhnai][;li llirin fxn*pl tni inlricab’ dams; havt* s(‘rid)hy 
thickclH llu‘ l)nnlur; Ibis also is very slrniij^ ground, 
if WeissenIVIs tlum^'hl uf delVnce I hen*. 

AVhifli WrissrnJfIs dties nni, but tmly of nilnclv. lit* 
0 (Tnpit‘.s the ground nr\i‘rtlu*le^s, ivarwnrd of Ibis ( arp* 
Ilnsbnndrv, as bei*r)n)fs a slralrgde man; gividunlly bivnuaek- 
ing all round llun'Ci to tnul on tin* 'rhree Hills, \wn* bis last 
rfgimenis gt)l up. 'rim ( arp Husbandry is mainly aboul 
hasdorf Hamhd : “ in Pilgramsbiiyn, w bere WeisstadVls onct* 
Ibongbl of balging, lives tmr \Vri!ing Sclmolinnsler. 'Du* 
Rluuulains lie to wt“4wavd; llinging hunger sIuuIowh, as llu^ 
invasive Iroops n)nlinually dt*pl»>y, in Ibal beauliful manner; 
and coil Ibemselves stralegienlly on Ibe groumb a bent ro])e, 
etn'dtm, or line (thnr lines in drj>llik reatdnng from l.be front 
skirlH of lIoluMiiViedberg to the Hills al Striegau again, 
terrible lo behohl. 

In front of Hobenfrietlberg, we say, is llu* exiremity m* 
rigid, wing td* the Ausirian Sa\tm hivonat*, tn* will l)e wbr»n llu* 
proeesH is etnnplelt* ; li^t* miles to luulb t'anl, s\w'eping round 
upon S!rit‘gau region, will be I heir left, when* nminly are llu* 
Saxons, lo nestle upon llu»st* 'Diree Hills of SIrieguu; 
whillu*rwnnl, boweV(*r, Dnnumlin, on I'Viedrieba behalf, is 
already on mareb. Anslriau Saxon Invouae, as is Ibe way in 
regulaled bosis, ean at tmee beeome Auslrian Saxtm order of- 
balth*: and Ibeiu probably, tm Ibe (’lujnl of that Are of live 
miles, llu! l)ig lugbt will roll hnnorrow ; Slriegan tme end of 
it, Hobenfrietlberg Ibe t)lber. Matlisb, .stmuuvbal elUplie 

** ,Si r .NUp, ji, I 'jO. 


upland, stairstep from the Mountains, as we called it; tract 
considerably cut with ditches, carp-husbandries, and their 
tufts of wood ; line from Striegau to Hohenfriedberg being 
axis or main diameter of it, and in general the line of watei’- 
shed : there, probably, will the tug of war be. Friedrich, 
on his Fuchsberg, knows this ; the Austrian-Saxon gentlemen, 
over their wine on the Gallows-Hill, do not yet know it, but 
will know. 

It was about four in the afternoon, when Valori, with a 
companion, waiting a good while in the King's Tent at 
Jauernik, at last saw his Majesty return from the Fuchsberg 
observatory. Valori and friend have great news: ^Tournay 
fallen ; siege done, your Majesty ! ’ Valori's friend is one De 
Latour ; who had brought word of Fontenoy important 
victory on the Scamander,** as Friedrich indignantly defined it 
to himself) ; and was bid wait here till this Siege- of- Ton may 
consummation as helpful to me as the Siege of Pekin ! ’) 
should supervene. They hasten to salute his Majesty with 
the glorious tidings. Hinph 1 thinks Friedrich ; and we are 
at death-grips liere, little to be helped by your taking Pekin ! 
However, he lets wit of nothing. ‘ I make my compliments ; 
mean to fight tomorrow.'^ Valori, as old soldier and friend, 
volunteers to be there and assist : — Good. 

Friedrich, I presume, at this late liour of four, may be 
snatching a morsel of dinner ; his orderlies ai'e silently speed- 
ing, plans taken, orders given : To start all, at eight in the 
evening, for the Bridge of Striegau ; there to cross, and spread 
to the right and to the left. Silent, not a word spoken, not 
a pipe lighted : silently across the Striegau Water there. A 
march of three miles for the nearest, who are here at 
Jauernik; of nine miles for the farthest about Schweidnitz ; 
at Schweidnitz leave all your baggage, safe under the guns 
there. To the Bridge of Striegau, diligently, silently march 
along ; Bridge of Striegau, there cross Striegau Water, and 

^ Valori, i. 228. 
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deploy to right and to left, in the way each of you knows. 
These are Friedrich's orders. 

Late in the dusk, Dumoulin and Winterfeld, whom we saw 
silently on march some hours ago, have silently glided past 
Striegau, and got into the Three-Hill region, which is some 
furlong or so farther north : — to his surprise, Dumoulin finds 
Saxon parties posting themselves thereabouts. He attacks 
said Saxon parties ; and after some slight tussle, drives them 
mostly from their Three Hills ; mostly, not altogether ; one 
Saxon Hill is precipitous on our hither side of it, and we 
must leave that till the dawn break. Of the other Heights 
Dumoulin takes good possession, with cannon too, to be ready 
against dawn ; — and ranks himself out to leftward withal, 
along the plain ground ; for he is to be right wing, had the 
other troops come up. These are now all under way ; astir 
from Jauernik and Schweidnitz, silently streaming along ; and 
Dumoulin bivouacks here, — very silent he : not so silent the 
Saxons ; who are still marching-in, over yonder, to westward 
of Dumoulin, their rearguard groping- out its posts as it best 
can in the dark. Elsewhere, miles and miles along the foot 
of the Mountains, Austrian-Saxon watchfires flame through 
the ambrosial night ; and it is an impressive sight for 
Dumoulin, — still more for the poor Schoolmaster at Pilgram- 
shayn and others, less concerned than Dumoulin, ‘ It was 
beautiful,' says Stille, who was there, ^ to see how the plain 
about Rohnstock, and all over that way, was ablaze with 
thousands of watchfires {tauaend iind aher tausend ) ; by the 
light of these, we could clearly perceive the enemy's troops 
continually defile from the Hills the whole night through.' ^ 

Serenity of Weissenfels, after all, does not lodge at Pil- 
gramshayii ; far in the night, he goes to sleep at Rohnstock, 
a Schloss and Hamlet on that fork of Roaring Neisse, by the 
foot of the Mountains ; three or four miles off, yet handy 
enough for picking-up Striegau the first thing tomorrow. 
His Highness Prince Karl lies in Hausdoif, tolerable quarters, 
^ Cited in Seyfarth, i. 630, 
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pretty much in the centre of his long bivouac ; day’s business 
well done, and bottle (as one’s wont rather is) well enjoyed. 
Nadasti has been out scouting ; but was pricked-into by 
hussar parties, fired-into from the growing corn ; and could 
make out little, but the image of his own ideas. Nadasti’s 
ultimate report is, That the Prussians are perfectly quiet in 
their camp ; from Jauernik to Schweidnitz, watchfires all 
alight, sentries going their rounds. And so they are, in 
fact ; sentries and watchfires, — but now nothing else there, a 
mere shell of a camp ; the men of it streaming steadily along, 
without speech, without tobacco ; and many of them are 
across Striegau Bridge by this time ! — 

It was past eleven, so close and continuous went this 
march, before Valori and his Latour, with their carriages and 
furnitures, could find an interval, and get well into it. Never 
will Valori forget the discipline of these Prussians, and how 
they marched. Difficult ways ; the hard road is for their 
artillery ; the men march on each side, sometimes to mid-leg 
in water, — never mind. Wholly in order, wholly silent; 
Valori followed them three leagues close, and there was not 
one straggler. Every private man, much more every officer, 
knows well what grim errand they are on ; and they make no 
remarks. Steady as Time ; and, except that their shoes are 
not of felt, silent as he. The Austrian watchfires glow silent 
manifold to leftward yonder ; silent overhead are the stars : — 
the path of all duty, too, is silent (not about Striegau alone) 
for every well-drilled man. Tomorrow ; — well, tomorrow ? 

A grimmish feeling against the Saxons is understood to be 
prevalent among these men. Brlihl, Weissenfels himself, have 
been reported talking high, — ‘ Reduce our King to the size of 
an Elector again,’ and other foolish things ; — indeed, grudges 
have been accumulating for some time. ‘ Kein Pardon (No 
quarter) ! ’ we hear has been a word among the Saxons, as 
they came along ; the Prussians growl to one another, ^ Very 
well then, None I ’ Nay, Friedrich’s general order is, ^ No 


u'istJncr.N, yuti nivalry, in tlin hcnl nf ; cvivalrv, at; 

llu' fanvs of tlu*ni : uni inlunlns ytnir fhv (ill wilhiii 
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harmonise them all.^ Well worth the study of military men ; 
— who might make tours towards this and the other great 
battlefield, and read such things, were they wise. -For us, a 
feature or two, in the huge general explosion, to assist the 
reader’s fancy in conceiving it a little, is all that can be pre- 
tended to. 


CHAPTER X 

BATTLE OF HOHENFRIEDBERG 

With the first streak of dawn, the dispute renewed itself 
between those Prussians and Saxons who are on the Heights 
of Striegau. The two Annies are in contact here ; they lie 
wide apart as yet at the other end. Cannonading rises here, 
on both sides, in the dim gray of the morning, for the posses- 
sion of these Heights. The Saxons are out-cannonaded and 
dislodged, other Saxons start to arms in support ; the cry 
‘To arms !’ spreads everywhere, rouses Weisseiifels to horse- 
back ; and by sunrise a furious storm of battle has begun, in 
this part. Hot and fierce on both sides ; charges of horse, 
shock after shock, bayonet- charges of foot ; the great guns 
going like Jove’s thunder, and the continuous tearing storm 
of small guns, very loud indeed : such a noise, as our poor 
Schoolmaster, who lives on this spot, thinks he will hear only 
once again, when the Last Trumpet sounds ! It did, indeed, 
he informs us, resemble the dissolution of Nature: ‘For ail 
fell dark too ’ ; a general element of sulphurous powder- 
smoke, streaked with dull blazes ; and death and destruction 

^ Five Accounts : i“. The Prussian Official Account, in Belden-G&schichte^ 
i. 1098-1102. 2°. The Saxon, ibid. 1103-1 108. 3®. The Austrian, ibid, 1109- 
1115* 4'*' Stille’s (ii. I 25 “^ 33 j English Translation). 5®, Friedrich’s own, 
(EuvreSyxM 108-118. Lutzow, above cited, is the harmouiser. Besides which, 
two of value, in Fddziige^ i. 310-323, 328-336; not to mention Cogniazzo, Con* 
fessions of an Austrian Veteran (Breslau, 1788-1791 : strictly Anonymous at 
that lime, and candid, or almost more, to Prussian merit ;--still worth reading, 
here and throughout), ii, 123-135 ; etc. etc. 
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very nigh. What will become of poor pacific mortals here- 
abouts ? Rittmeister Seycllitz, Winterfeld his patron, ride, 
with knit brows, in these horse-charges ; fiery Rothenburg 
too ; Truchsess von Waldburg, at the head of his Division, 
— poor Truchsess known in London society, a cannon-ball 
smites the life out of him, and he ended here. 

At the first clash of horse and foot, the Saxons fancied 
they rather had it ; at the second, their horse became dis- 
tressed ; at the third, they rolled into disorderly heaps. The 
foot also, stubborn as they were, could not stand that swift 
firing, followed by the bayonet and the sabre ; and were forced 
to give ground. The morning sun shone into their eyes, 
too, they say ; and there had risen a breath of easterly wind, 
which hurled the smoke upon them, so that they could not 
see. Decidedly staggering backwards ; getting to be taken 
in flank and ruined, though poor Weissenfels does his best. 
About five in the morning, Friedrich came galloping hither- 
ward; Valori with him: ^ Mon ami^ this is looking well! 
This will do, won’t it ? ’ The Saxons are fast sinking in the 
scale ; and did nothing thenceforth but sink ever faster ; 
though they made a stiff defence, fierce exasperation on both 
sides ; and disputed every inch. Their position, in these 
scraggy Woods and Villages, in these Morasses and Carp- 
Husbandries, is very strong. 

It had proved to be farther north, too, than was expected ; 
so that the Prussians had to wheel round a little (right wing 
as a centre, fighting army as radius) before they could come 
parallel, and get to work : a delicate manoeuvre, which they 
executed to Valori’s admiration, here in the storm of battle ; 
tramp, tramp, velocity increasing from your centre outwards, 
till at the end of the radius, the troops are at treble-quick, 
fairly running forward, and the line straight all the while. 
Admirable to Valori, in the hot whirlwind of battle here. 
For the great guns go, in horrid salvoes, unabated, and the 
crackling thunder of the small guns ; terrible tasseling 
about those Carp-ponds, that quaggy Carp-husbandry,’ says 



UUi tciir r;4^ 

tlu’ ^rhu»ihu«i,4 *‘i , ' uiul tin* Ur^t\r ipt hlutti ^1 nut in lulphtutjus 
iiiv •-hr tk» tl nmukt*. \\ hat h ul Ihh jMIH* oi Uh |nu‘itik‘ f SlUlU* 
Inut Hin in tiiin*, ami tin s vw-u* tin* \%i .f 4 , nthri i Inul MjniiiiiHl, 
^vlnl rnulii tnii! h inniK suituhlr Mo'»t n! Inul ^alluntnl into 
ihn NiUHri\ ^^luhn! nt tin* ftu*t nf uur \ lUngn ; wn hhI iumkin^ 
i»nt |uau*i*t ^lown tirinuhiuih vnvnl ; in tnni'H nml 
vuiil, id Ir n4 thn wunn n jnitl. l%urniii*< nnulr m um ilnmnni 
uilh fiuh tithrr/ fn*, * nnil ilrnr fiinuN touk huvNU*!!.' * 

()n<‘ p n»*rnl Alh*lnn; tin* l.#t'»t l)av, t4» nil nj>|n'ju»un*t*» huN ing; 
nnur. I urtliirlu thin^'» in thi*^ i^nnl pinttUf*, gnlliip'* 

Ul tin* Inft rt^rtin* nnuh ns>»riith irt|nirr?4 uiinilinn 

fitnn hiun 

On tin* Atinhiitn Uii**, Piituv KuiK llnnui^h hi*» inmning 
fit fUnr^thuf, Inul !n aul tin* innumnidmi,' : * Srixou‘4 
tnkiiij^ Stn*'gan *' tinnkj In-, u phn-mnt 1 u11h1j\ lannn'h ; mnl 
I'tintifun'i tn nl»*rji Hint ih* nin. Af^dat***! un '.'i* * i n^h in, 

lit \n*\\ ; tliun hi*4 nutnin'i ' PiU’i-nunj nil in tnnk, thin r»iiln 
Siurj^'an VVsilrr ; SiUun* In- dm, m jn .uh * 141 , nt Strinf'rtU : 
Hr imi'it tx) titarn \nu! Uii^'lnn *''* ’ ' * M’u tirin'*, nf 

rour^ni* nmwria Ktul . nml hnuin} nnw, nlnit In* ran, tti jf^rt 
rvrrOhiiig in nudinti. M hr luwnuu d^n'lf Imtl tn-rn in ntilrr 
nf imttli* ; hut imtuuilh tln-rr \n nnu h In nilju-it, tn jmt in 
trim ; nml tin* Aiutrinin fur mi! ili»4tin|.dh^ln'*l fm trinity uf 
ninvt*nirnt. All tin* wtir^n* fur timn jn^t min. 

On iMirtlinh'n 'liil*', Mi fat in I ran ^'nthrr, ihrrt* hnvr 
hnjijK*m‘tl tvui ntui^ arritlrnt^ Ian4, \i\' that Hhrt*lin|.' mnu*' 
mnit, tinnr tti \ iihiit*'i fuliniintinu in tin* Sti ir^nui tinni lrr, tin* 
Unt’iHirtn linr inn hitrln*tl d’*t*ir up ttiujUiU Stvir^nu, Inn gut 
nunal iuvuutl, ami t tnn v hn*! grnumt than H;n ttiunlnl im ; 
HU that thrrr hkt* tt» !)>i* «ninn* in Ih** trutrnl pnvt of 
it; an in fart Ihrit* v\in, in ^^pitr tif h’rirthiOi'i flVnrt*i, nml 
hitrhing^ uf hattalnui's ami 'i^pnulmirk : nn imli'iputalilr gap, 
Ihuughil tunml tu tit h pmlit hu' lAn thirli ; Ihimr Karl pay- 
ing nu nttrnliun tu if. Opnii Hvuh imhfiputahh* gap n wake- 
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I runny might hnvt* tltnu* I'urtliirh snmr pi'rilmiH fn^ak ; 
t Karl Wits ill lii^* Iml, ns wi* hay; in u trrrihh' llnrrv, 
[), wluMi nut t»r In'il. Nnlhiug wan dimi* uptm thr gap; 
il Frinirit'h hml lii-i unrxprt’Uul pnilit by i(. lirfuiT long. 

'I'lir rn'roinl noriilrnt \h ulmoht worM*. Stnngan Bridgo (of 
(nik.H, m 1 fmml), n raking nndfi* hiu’li a linivy slrruin of 
*t and wlundN all night, tlid nt laal Invak, in mnuv dogroo, 
d manlnl to hr unnntnl ; sa llmt Ihr nvuaviird ri*ginu‘nt>i| 
10 atv to form FritHlrirhV Irft wing, am in puiufnl ndard ; 
and am brnmiing frightrully mar wiry, ibi' Anhirian.s an 
t. far outllankiiig in, onjiabti* of taking oh in llank w*ilh 
at right wing of thrinH 'I'lm nimnrnt wan agilaling to 
(irurml in rhirf ; Valori will own thin young King'w hearing 
1.1 pinfrrt ; not tlm Irind Hurry, tlmiigli niuior lurli a at rain, 
r aith“* dr tvunp, dashing mil rirry wldlhor with or<b*M, 
111 rvpiaUrnt'i ; Ihinrr Ih-nri, hn» yuiutgrr Hrolhrr, galloji^ 
g Ihr fu 5 »ir*it : nay, at IiojI, hr hrg.i Valori himirlf to 
Hop, with ortirr*i to a rtrtain Cirnrnd (Jr^slrr, in whom, 
'igmir arr Dragoon'j. Wlurh Valori dor^i, happily wilhoul 
rrl fjfi (fr^rJrr; who kiioa no \*alori for an aitir cir rninp, 
ill krrpi thr griaiml ajipointrtl him ; rrarward of that gap 
‘ lalkrtl of. 

Happily tlir Aintiinn light wing \h in no hailo to rluugr. 
appily Zirihrn, tdorkrd ity that inrundnanrr of Ihr llridga 
rnding, "fiiidi a ftml highrr tip,' tin* ahdtlmmi Xi<‘llirn; 
ladu'N arrovi, olhrr irgimmt^ folhnving ; fornm in linr wrll 
ftwanl ; ami in»itrad iif waiting for thr Auntrian rhargr, 
argrn homr upiin tlirm, firii*»dy through Ihr diditailt 
ouiuIn. No dangrr u( thr An^trianH ontllunking uh now; 
ry arr thrmmlvm likriv in grt hanl miiumiv on ihi'ir 
ink. By thr fujtl nml hy Ihr Ilridgr, all rrgimt^nU, womr 

tit t iff«t In liifir liii)} 
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tmiups forth with his Division: sloailv ! nil nmniuT o( 
Divisions Imni}) forth; nml llui hoi storm, Zirtlu-n and 
aivalry (lashin/j; u[)on IhuL right win^^ of thoirs kindlfs hoiv 
also far anti wido. 

The Austrian cavalry on this wing ami cha^whcrc, it is 
clear, were ill oil*. ‘ ^Ve could not charge (lit* IViu-siari left 
wing, say they, paiilY hecausu of the nioimscs that lav hc- 
Lweeu us; and partly ' (which is rcinarkahlc) ' hccause they 
riislied across and charged us,' ^ Prim’<* Karl is mutv to 
report such things of his cavalry; hut tlnar behaviour was 
bad and not gootk The fu-st shock threw them wavering; 
tlic second,— nothing would jicrsmale them to <la forth 
and meet it High ollicers conunamleil, ohlt-.levl, drew out 
pistols, liinco Karl luniself slu)t a fugitive or two, it was 
to no [)urpo.s(* ; l.hey wnverctl worse at. every nevv shoc'k ; and 
at length a shock cauu‘ (sixth it was, as the reporter eonul^) 
which shook them all into the wimh Dtsiledly shy of llie 
rnissians witli llu'ir new juiuneuvres, ami lerril)le wav t>f 
et>ining«on, as if sure of heating. In tin* Saxon tpiarter, 
certain Auslriuu n‘gimenis of hor'ie wiiidd nth charge at 
all; merely ke[)t (iring from their carhines, ami when the 
time eaitie. ran. 

Ah for the. Saxons, tiiey have In-en heuten the^a^ two lunirs ; 
that is to say, hopeU‘SH Ihest* two hours, and gelling heuten 
worse and worse. 'The Saxons cannot hIuiuI, but neither 
generally will they mu; they diMpute evany tlileh, morass 
and tuft; of wood, especially evaay village. Wieekt iif the 
muddy desperate business lust, htjur after luair, ' I gave mv 
men a little rest; under tlu‘ ganlen walls,* says tme Saxtm 
gentleman, U)v they woultl have died, in tlu^ heiil amt (hirst 
and extreme faligiu’: I would have gistai 1(1(1 gohli-ii ' (10/. 
aterling) ‘for a glass of waba*.'" The rruHhians push (hem 
on, bayonet in hack ; inexorable, jmt to he vesisted ; h\\\ t>ir 
whole battalions of tlieiu (iirisoners m)\v, and tptarter given); 

^ Ausiriun report, i, IU3, 

* M supra, 
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take all their guns, or all that are not sunk in the quag- 
mires ; — in fine, drive them, part into the Mountains direct, 
part by circuit thither, down upon the rear of the Austrian 
fight : through Hausdorf, Seifersdorf and other Mountain 
gorges, where we hear no more of them, and shall say no 
more of them. A sore stroke for poor old Weissenfels ; the 
last public one he has to take, in this world, for the poor man 
died before long. Nobody’s blame, he says ; every Saxon man 
did well ; only some Austrian horse-regiments, that we had 
among us, were too shy. Adieu to poor old Weissenfels. 
Luck of war, what else, — thereby is he in this pass. 

And now new Prussian force, its Saxons being well 
abolished, is pressing down upon Prince Karl’s naked left 
flank. Y’es ; — Prince Karl too will have to go. His cavalry 
is, for most part, shaken into ragged clouds ; infantry, steady 
enough nren, cannot stand everything. * I have observed,’ 
says Friedrich, ^ if you step sharply up to an Austrian 
battalion ’ (within fifty paces or so), ‘ and pour- in your fire 
well, in about a quarter of an hour you see the ranks begin- 
ning to shake, and jumble towards indistinctness ’ ; ^ a very 
hopeful symptom to you I 

It was at this moment that Lieutenant-General Gessler, 
under whom is the Dragoon regiment Eaireuth, who had kept 
his place in spite of Valori’s message, determined on a thing, 
— advised to it by General Schmettau (younger Schmettau), 
who was near. Gessler, as we saw, stood in the rear line, 
behind that gap (most likely one of several gaps, or wide 
spaces, left too wide, as we explained); Gessler, noticing the 
jumbly condition of those Austrian battalions, heaped now 
one upon another in this part, — motions to the Prussian 
Infantiy to malce what farther room is needful ; then dashes 
through, in two columns (self and the Dragoon-Colonel 
heading the one, French Chasot, who is Lieutenant-Colonel, 
heading the other), sabre in hand, with extraordinary impetus 

1 Military Insinictious, 


and fire, into the belly of Ihese juiubly Aiislrinns; ami 
slashoH Lhoiu to ra^s, Maventy battalions of them,' in an 
altogether unexampled manner, 'lalves ‘ several lho\isand 
prisonc’rH,' and such a haul of sinndards, keltledrums and 
inHignia of honour, m was !U‘ver got before at. out' eharge. 
Sixty-.scven stamlanlH by the (ale, for the regiment (by luost. 
All-GradouH l\‘nni.ssion) weum, ever after, * (iT ’ upon its 
cartridge-box, and is allowed Ui heal the grenailier mareh ; ^ 
— how many kettletlrums memory does md say, 

Prince Karl heals retreat, about H in the morning; i.s 
through Hoheufriedberg al)out 10 (eatmmi eoveiiug there, 
and NadtusU as rearguard): I>aek into (he Mountruns ; a 
thoroughly welM)eaten man. 'fowartls Holkenhayn, the 
Saxons and he; their heavy artillery and baggage had been 
left safe there. Not mueh pursued, ami gradually reurraug 
ing liimself; with thoughts, no waut of thoughts! (anu* 
pouring-down, triumphantly invasivi*, y»-sterilay; returns, on 
these terms, in about lifteen lumrs. Not marehing with dis^ 
played banners and fieklamisie, this lime ; this in a fur other 
march, The mousetrap had la-en h-ft tipcai, and we rashly 
went in !— Prince Karrs loss, inchiding that of lla* Saxons 
(which is almost etpial, though lla-ir nuiuhia* in the field was 
hut hfdf)i ift i),(>()0 dead and woundrd, 7,000 piisoners, 
60 cannon, 70 (lags ami slumlardN ; tin* PiUNsinn is ahoirl 
5,000 dead ami wounded.^ I'Viedrieh, al sight of \‘nlori, 
embraces his ^^vy;.v Valon\ s/iys, with a pitnis (auoli(»n in voice 
and look, ' My fri(‘ml, (hal has lielped me wonderihlly this 
dayP Aelaially then? was a kind of devout feeling visible 
in hijn, tlnnks Valori : *A singiilar mixture, !hi^» Prime, t»f 
good (lUaliUes and of had; 1 never kmnv uhieh pir'jjon- 
dcralcsr'* As is tlie way with fat Valoris, when they eome 
into such company. 

Friedrich is blamed hy some military juen, ami pejhaps 

^ Orlich, ji. 179(173 'a, 179 hlirJiily v^rnnr) ; .Ui.Vmh n, »i, iv. 

465 , 468 . See Prenss, I ai 2 \ (KnvitSiU j ra • s, , 

“ In Orlich (ii. 182 ) nil the lUauilh, • Vrt),.r*, 




to be found punctually in the old Books and new, can interest 
only military readers. Here is a small theological thing at 
Landshut, from first hand : 

The Amy folio >vcd Dumoulin’s Corps, and marched 
upon Lanclshut. On arriving- in that neighbourhood, the King was 
surrounded by a troop of 2,000 Peasants/ — of Protestant persuasion 
very evidently 1 (which is much the prevailing thereabouts), — ^ who 
begged permission of liim ^*'to massacre the Catholics of these parts, and 
clear the country of thorn altogether/’ Tliis animosity arose from the 
persecutions which the Protestants had suffered during the Austrian 
domination, when their churches used to be taken from them and given 
to the Popish priests,' — churches and almost their children, such was the 
anxiety to make them orthodox. The patience of these peasants had 
run-over; and now, in the hour of hope, tliey proposed the above 
sweeping measure. ^Tho King was very far from granting them so 
barbarous a permission. He told them, Tliey ought rather to conform 
to the Scripture precept, to bless those that cursed tliem, and pray for 
those that despiteful ly used them ; such was the way to gain the King- 
dom of Pleaven.” The peasants,' rolling dubious eyes for a moment, 
^answered. His Majesty was right; and desisted from their cruel pre- 
tension/^ * * — ^ On Hohenfriedberg Day,' says another Witness, ^as 
far as the sound of the cannon was heard, »all round, tlie Protestants fell 
on their knees, praying for victory to tlie Prussians ' ; ^ and at Breslau 
that evening, when the ^Thirteen trumpeting Postillions’ came teaviug-in 
with the news, what an enthusiasm without limit ! 

Prince Karl has skill in choosing camps and positions : his 
Austrians are much cowed ; that is the grievous loss in his 
late fight. So, from June 8th, when they quit Silesia, — by 
two roads to go more readily, — all through that month and 
the next, Priedrich spread to the due width, duly pricking- 
into the rear of them, drives the beaten hosts onward and 
onward. They do not think of fighting ; their one thought 
is to get into positions where they can have living conveyed 
to them, and cannot be attacked; for the former of which 
objects, the farther homewards they go, it is the better. The 
main pursuit, as I gather, goes leftward from Landsliut, 
by Friedland, — the Silesian Friedland, once Wallenstein’s. 

^ (Euvresde Fr^dhicy ii. 218. ^ In Ranke, iif. 259. 
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CHAP. XI.] CAMP OF CHLUM 

iSth June.aoth July 1745] 

Through rough wild country, the southern slope of the Giant 
Mountains, goes that slow pursuit, or the main stream of it, 
where Friedrich in person is ; intricate savage regions, cut by 
precipitous rocks and soaking quagmires, shaggy with woods : 
watershied between the Upper Elbe and Middle Oder ; Glatz 
on our left, — with the rain of its mountains gathering to a 
Neisse River, eastward, which we know ; and on their west or 
liither side, to a Mietau, Adler, Aupa and other many- 
branched feeders of the Elbe. Most complex military 
ground, the manoeuvrings on it endless, — which must be left 
to the reader s fancy here. 

About the end of June, Karl and his Austrians find a 
place suitable to their objects : Konigsgratz, a compact little 
Town, in the nook between the Elbe and Adler ; covered to 
west and to south by these two streams ; strong enough to 
east withal ; and sure and convenient to the southern roads 
and victual. Against which Ex'ied rich’s manoeuvres avail 
nothing ; so that he at last (20th July) crosses Elbe River ; 
takes, he likewise, an inexpugnable Camp on the opposite shore, 
at a Village called Chlum ; and lies there, making a mutual 
dead-lock of it, for six weeks or more. Of the prior Camps, 
with their abundance of strategic shufflings, wheelings, push- 
ings, all issuing in this of Chlum, we say nothing : none of 

them, except the immediately preceding one, called of 

Nahorzan, called also of Drewitz (for it was in parts a shift- 
ing entity, and flung the limbs of it about, strategically 
clutching at Konigsgriitz), — had any permanency : let us take 
Chlum (the longest, and essentially the last in those parts) 
as the general summary of them, and alone rememberable 
by us.^ 

1 ‘ Camp of Gross-Parzitz ' (across the Mietau, to dislodge Prince Karl from 
his shelter behind that stream), ‘June 14th’: ‘Camp of Nahorzan, June iSth’ 
(and abstruse manoeuvrings, of a month, for Konigsgratz): ‘20th July,* cross 
Elbe for Chlum j and lie, yourself also inexpugnable, there. See CEuvrcs dc 

— ... . . . .11 ^ !• N 


Fni'tlrit’h's purptjsi-s, at (‘hi\iui or prt’vioibiv, un‘ m^t ttnsnuU 
comiufsls in HtiluMuiu, luw i^T iaitlun', \( 1\»‘ fuu lu*lji 

it:. Hill, iij IIm’ mu’Uu uhile% lu* is 

vifiniiji;t‘H ; no inv}isii)n Silr^iH iVom tlmi tjU:utt*r 

soo!i a^min, ^Thal is unt‘ Ijaui-til : ainl In* uluavn hi^ 

(*iK»niit’s, nialor .srrtnv oT njilil uy inrsMuir with tin* uin* Ijniah 
and ofliT of tin* nlivn hnuudi with tin* ulln-r, uill tn* iniinivtl 
lo j 3 ;ranl him lVua\ llriiaunif Mainniy, ailin Ftmtfuny ami 
IIoln‘iifri(‘(llu‘% not to mention tin* nnnoiuw of h 

Jiifohiin Knlu'llioin with I'Yaurn to war of it, in ^'i tfiiu^ 
lo havu iTirtlrinh M'llU'd with, luul witlulvawn tVom tin* ^^aiin* 
a^ain ; tin* ralhcr^as VVinihialn hmusiui'; his nmn, ha* ti'UMsl 
latterly lo nr^t* him on the snhjnc't. Vi aw nilh (h-or^'f* tin' 
lhivsi'hoIcU*r, ilofs not that nmun IN-aro with nil tin* t»th**r ^ r 
LYk'drich knows Ihn hi/^h htimnnY imli^jnution ; hut hi* lit tin 
guesses, at (his liims tin* Ininmur of Hiuhl ami tin* roli-h 
Majesty, lie has nt‘ver ynt w\\\ tin* Ohi nr,,.omi' in upon 
Ihem ; always only ki-rps him on tin* sH)), at Ma*»drlnn^» ; ^tlU 
Ijoping aelnalities may not hr nn-drd, Hr hopr* tun, ui spilt* 
of her indignation, the ilnngiuian ^^ajrs(y, mtfi att hilirtion 
on hand, with llui Nellmrlamls id sueh a pn-ri, nt»t lo ^prak 
of Italy and tin* Middle Illiiin*, will ronn* It) modnvilr \iru#i 
again, On which taller points, his rrekoning wm far from 
correct! Witinn U\ree nundhs,^ Hrilannic Majr^ity ami In* ilid 
get to explicit Agreement [('tiJivrniitm o/‘ Ilutunrr, f^lhh 
August) : hut iu regard lo the Polish Ataji’stv ami the 
Hungarian tliere provetl to he lu) such rcMdi nilninalde, anti 
cjuite oth(‘r methods neeessarv first ! 

^ Of nnlilury InniMietinas in tins (’niajj nf (’)dtntn nr In idt lltCMa 
Hohcmiun-SilcHiiin (‘innpH, tor ncur Anir im>nlh«, tlirrn w nuthina'i nr aa 
gooil iiH nothing ; { hhnu hos no I'ventw ,* t'ldoiit vigiliinilv gooola ,* 
uad oxjiooU, OH Llio really derihiva to it, event’* that ndt }ni|(|rrfi t^r awwy, 
Wo aro to ronreivo Ihis mlllUry hoNlneh^ «« a dead )m k ; with 

huBsai* skirnilHltoN | nllackH, defenreM, of ontfatnU, of provision wagons 

from Moravia or iSilesia i- Frimirich low hi^ fond frotn Mleala vidrily, hy 

fioveral roiitcn, ‘'convoyH como onco In Urn live dnya/* ilia hor^e 
provondor tic foragoii j with lolputclnm watching liitn, and conUmial 
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scufHings of fight: hay and glory/' writes ono Prussian Officer, 

assure you we fight well!" Endless enterprising, manoeuvring, 
counter-man oeuvring there at first was ; and still is, if either party stir : 
but here, in their mutually fixed camps, tacit mutual observances 
establish themselves ; and amid the rigorous armed vigilances, there are 
traits of human neighbourship. As usual in such cases. The guard- 
parties do not fire on one another, witliin certain limits : a signal that 
there are dead to bury, or the like, is strictly respected. On one such 
occasion it was (June 30th, Camp-of-Nahorzan time) that Prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunswick, — Prince Ferdinand, with a young Brother Albert 
volunteering and learning his business here, who are both Prussian, — 
had a snatch of interview with a third much-loved Brother, Ludwig, who 
is in the Austrian service. A Prussian Officer, venturing beyond the 
limits, had been shot ; Ferdinand's message, Grant us burial of him I " 
found, by chance. Brother Ludwig in command of that Austrian outpost; 
who answers : Surely ; — and beg that I may embrace my Brothers !" 

And they rode out, tliose tliree, to the space intermediate ; talked there 
for half an hour, till the burial was done.’^ Fancy such an interview 
between the poor young fellows, the soul of honour each, and tied in 
that manner ! 

^Treuck of the Life-guard was not quite the soul of honour. It was 
in the Nahorzan time too that Trenck, who had, in spite of express 
order to the contrary, been writing to his Cousin the indigo Pandour, 
was put under arrest when found out. Wrote merely about horses : 
purchase of horses, so help me God!" protests the blusterous Life- 
guardsman, loud as lungs will, — wJi ether with truth in them, nobody 
can say. Arrest for breaking orders ! " answers Friedrich, doubting or 
disbelieving the horses; and loud Trenck is packed over the Hills to 
Glatz ; to Governor Fouquet, or Substitute ; — where, by not submitting 
and repenting, by resisting and rebelling, and ever again doing it, he 
makes out for himself, with Fouquet and his other Governors, what kind 
of life we know ! Gardes: Hroitement ce drole-idy il a malvi devenir Fan- 
dour aupres de son oncle (Keep a tight hold of this fine fellow ; he wanted 
to become Pandour beside his Uncle) ! " writes Friedrich : — Uncle " 
instead of Cousin," all one to Friedrich. This he writes with his own 
hand, on the margin : 28th June 1746 ; the inexorable Records fix tliat 
date.2 Which I should not mention, except for another inexorable date 
(30th September), that is coming ; and the perceptible slight comfort 
there will be in fixing-down a loud- blustering, extensively fabulous 
blockhead, still fit for the Nurseries, to one undeniable premeditated lie, 


^ Mauvillon, GeschichU Ferdinands von Braunschweig- Liinehurg^ i. 1 1 8. 
• Rbdenbeck, iii, 281. Copy of the Warrant, once penes me* 
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ftiul tar-m«rkinK lhor^'^vilh, for iMMiofit of mort> «orioUM nmdorK.' A« 
slmll lie (lonO; wi^ru tlio .Mtlth of Soptctolior nuno ! 

Iloro \h hUU HOioothinK, if it ii‘*t rullior uothin^?, by ft i 

Dnto nnwUin , ('Hinpof^i 'hhiin liino, jirotl)* for oji ; * ♦ ‘‘Thoro nro 

contiuuui foruKiUj^ri, on bulb ; with portico mutimlly do^ihin^ out to 
hindor tho nauno. 'fbo I’nihsituiH ]mv<v i\ (IrlmduMl pti*«t nl Sn\ir/iU ; \vlur)i 
in muoli Iiarnuned !>)' !InMf<Hrinn>J loj-Kin^ obont. >*bootln^< our sriilry hml 
tlio Hko. An inviMitivo boiul rtmtrivoN thin oxpoiliont, Stutf o Pnuniuji 
uniform willi Htruw ; fix it u)), by uiil of ropon niul rlnu'k to 

iibijul with munkot «hcnihk'n){l, anil in tui to ulmut to winl loft, 
on judiciouH pulling:. So ilindono: ntraw rimu U intido ; «ot upon hi« 
ropoH^ when tho 'rolpfttolu'a ftpprtmrh ; mul pooNivoly imuntorM to ftuil fro, 
--liiH living comnuloH orourhini^ in llio buMlu**i nour by. 'rolpfiirbra tiro 
on tho walking ntniw Huulry ; iitraw mum try folk Hot ; TolpuU luoi rti^h In, 
OHuriont^ lrium]>bnnt ; uro oxjjbubui Ui tv uhurp bla^t of uuukutry fnuu 
tlio bunliOH all roinnl, ovrry woumltul num miulo pri«omn* ; niui ronm no 
more biu’.k to Unit powt/ Friodrirh liituwulf rurordn thiN littio f^ri : 
‘Hllgbt jilcuHuntry to roliovo llio rrndt'r*« mind/ nuy^ ho, in imrrftlinK 
it.*-— ICnouffh of lliowu hiiuiII niullmvi, whilo no nmiiy lur^o nm ^ 

.rune 2()th, a month before (*hlvuui (ienevul Nusmui 
had been doluelied, with «onn» H or ](),()()(), aeroa^ (Mnt 4 
Country, into nj)|)er Sile^iii^ to sweep llmt eleur u^ain. 
Ilaiittduinnoi, cjiiitting the hVontier *ro\vus. has joiiu'd, raising; 
him to 15,000; and Nassau is giving exeellent lurount of 
the multitudinouH Candour tloggenen there ; and will retake 
Ko«el, and Imvo Up[KT Silesia swept before very loog«^ On 
the other hand, the bileelion mailer (Kuiinwtthl, a most 
important point) is obviously iu threatening, tir even in 
desperate state ! 'Phat famed Miihlle Ilhine Army lias gomi 
to the -what shall we say ? 

Juh/ bthAiUh^ 'The flf«t Klmllon rm»r« thut 

roachoH bViodricli )h from tlio ^^iddlo Uhiim ('ounlry, niui of very bml 
complexion. UemlerH romombor 'I'mun, and bln Iklhvfttiiti, nnd hi« 
intontloiiH upon <’onli Ihoro, Jn tho oml of Mny, old ‘IVmin, thiu«« 
bolii^ all completed iu Huvurio, hitd got tm nmndt with hU linvftrlftu 

' CEiwns^ iii. 123, 

* Kogel, *Seplcmbcr 5di’j Excelkul, lucid and cvrn cntrftaioiog ArcourU 
of Nassau’s Expedition, in the form of (a model, of id kueij, m 
iv. 3S7’37 i-533. 
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kn»)'i piiy to IhmK into l‘iiiirt» rnnti dow^n iu thnsa [wirU ; a fart 

e'ry intriTHtih^^ lo Iha J’t iiu a 'IViuiu Jn*|i| h»livujnl, wr^l^rtnl, nn if for 
)ja NtM’Kwr to l»n lliron^h upon I'iUnioi, lu 

Imho noullmm uiulofinuUnl pnrti*»u« tjf x]u% Jlhino?" CVnUli wntl hiy 
ttuil Mtildli^ Hluno Attny ^tooit tlil)Konlly on tlunr ^unrtl ; ^ot 
hoir fotTi% tlrliMirra, ttpjniralu’^i'**, httrrir^ii souths^nnU from Frankfurt 
[Uftrtt'r wlmrr tlo^ lay t»n watrlt, Into tlio'^o N’orkar rt»ji?inni*. Which 
tMMj to iio thnm, ‘lVa\ni nhulo*! rupiiUy lu riKhtwanh to uorllnvarcl ; 
twMrtl tlm Moyn at Wrrthmm. vv holly leaving Iho Norkar aiul ItaC'ontl; 
lavin^: wrighty Imtmu''^** ijuilo in iho other (Urootion, on Iho north 
ulo of t)»o Muyu, natiioly ; t*n ihs^ Kinaig lliver, wluno llathyani (who 
\nH tnketi lVAhrenil»orj|*« i*onnottn»l hrlow Frivnkturl, nnd n\oan« to hcntlr 
ilnn<rlfih fttu»ther than tho D Ahremherg: fo^hiim) in lo moot him on ft 
el day. ‘IVatni Imving Uiu«, hy fetrnlegic aorliiin, jmUetl the Michllrt-' 
Uiino Army inii of Uj« atul Hoihyioifu way, hti|io» they t«o uill munngft 
junction on the Iviii/iK ; uflrr (lun tion they v^ill ho u Hlllo alronmn* 
hnn t*ontl, l)n»ugh dccittetlly wraUrr taken ono hy one. 'IVaim, in Um 
ong tliiin* tlayw, Imil anch a through tho Sju'^unrl F<irc*»l (Muvn 

Uvor to )n»» loil, «iitU onr ohl fitmilti iJottiugonj A&olmflfonlnirg, far 
lown in llto plain), a^i ImuUy tnor kiunvo hofm o ; |ihlhlo*in vvihlor' 
ntrky ntcepsi anti rha’tttin , iho BwolicrinK dnno »\\n HtMulluK-down 
lio upper snnvvrt upon him in the form «>f mtnltly ahmh ; ftt» that the 
ufahlry lool to watlo Imonch deep ill many tjf the hollow parta^ anil 
learly all the exualry loat itti ltor»o «iUoew," A NlrenuutiM march; ainl n 
rtdl schemed, I-'or at Ike Knuig Itiver (Fontl «lill far olf in tlio Neekar 
nuntry)i liathyaiii pinu ituhlly appeared, on tlie opjoiNite akon^ ; and 
Vaun ami ho took camp to^^etlnu ; duly filk, at l^ngen Selkord (fevr 
iiilefl nurtk of ftaoau, whu‘!i know); and rent ikere ; ealcnlating; 
kutC’onti i« now a maimgeakle i|iitinUty ; ami comlintuldy wait till the 
»*raiul Ihike arrivpa.* iMir iln^< \n, ihemelicatiy, hiit Army ; tirnnd Duke 
'*rnn^ keing the ( ‘omnmuder‘« ( loak, llii« Reunion; txn Karl wna laat^ a 
Igkt lucky C'hmk he, while ‘iiann lurked under him, not bo iueky Hincel 
hdy Idtk, Fran#^ arrived ; and 'rrAun, umler i*hati/| hiNtantly weiitdiUo 
‘onti (now again In tho^>e Frankfurt parU) ; ('Intrked ftt<*onti, llrlarmiB- 
ike, in a multlfonn alarming manner : an that (Nintl Inat head ; t<mk to 
fiere retreating, rn»hing ahoul, huriuiig hridgea ; and In rine, July JOth, 
lad flung hlm»elf' hodily arro»« the Ithlne (ehnida of 'Jolpatrlma ellrklng 
o him), and JeA old 'rrann and hi« (frand-Diiko auprema lord hi thnaa 
inrttf. Who did no/ Invade I’dBa****, a»i waa now expected ; Imt lay at 
leiihdlmrg, intending to play pacilirally a aiirer card. All I’hentdj are 
Hit of IVuUchland again ; ami tlje g/inm given op. In vvlint a premature 
4id almmefu) manner I ll»ink« Jh irdrich. 


* Adclun^, IV. 431 ; v. 36, 


* iNommally jt was the uraud-L>uke that flung Oonti over tne Khinc; 
and delivered Teutschland from its plagues. After which fine feat, 
salvatory to the Cause of Liberty, and destructive to French influence, 
what is to prevent his election to the Kaisership ? Friedrich complains 
aloud: Conti has given it up; you drafted 16,000 from him (for 

imaginary uses in the Netherlands), — you have given it up_, then ! Was 
that our bargain ? ’* We have given it up,” answers D'Argenson the 
War-Minister, writing to Valori ; ^^but” — And supplies, instead of 
performance according to the laws of fact, eloquent logic ; very super- 
fluous to Friedrich and the said laws ! — Valori, and the French Minister 
at Dresden, had again been trying to stir-up the Polish Majesty to stand 
for Kaiser ; hut of course that enterprise, eager as the Polish Majesty 
might be for such a dignity, had now to collapse, and become totally 
helpless. A now offer of Friedrich's to cooperate had been refused by 
Briihl, with a brevity, a decisiveness — Thinks me finished (auoo abois)^* 
says Friedrich; ^^aud not worth giving terms to, on surrendering!” 
The foolish little creature ; insolent in the wrong quarter I * ^ 

The German Burden, then, — which surely was mutual, at 
lowest, and lately was French altogether, — the French have 
thrown it oft‘; the French have dropped their end of the 
hearing-poles (so to speak), and left Friedrich by himself, to 
stand or stagger, under the beweltered broken harness-gear 
and intolerable weight I That is one’s payment for cutting 
the rope from their neck last year 1 — Long since, while the 
present Campaign was being prepared for, under such financial 
pressures, Friedrich had bethought him, ‘ The French might 
at least give me money, if they can nothing else ? ’ — and he 
had one day penned a Letter with that object ; but had 
thrown it into his desk again, ‘ No ; not till the very last 
extremity, that ! ’ Friedrich did at last despatch the un- 
pleasant missive: ‘Service done you in Elsass, let us say 
little of it ; but the repayment has been zero hitherto : 
your Bavarian expenses (poor Kaiser gone, and Peace of 
Fussen come !) are now ended : — A round sum, say of 
600,00 OZ., is becoming indispensable here, if we are to keep 
on our feet at all 1 ’ Herr Ranke, who has. seen the Most 
Christian King’s response (though in a capricious way), finds 
^ CEuvresdc Fr^diric^ Hi. 128 . 
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‘ three or four successive redactions*^ of the difficult passtige ; 
all painfully meaning, impossible, alas ! ^—painfully addhig’, 
‘We will try, however!’ And, after due cunctations, 
Friedrich waiting silent the while, — Louis, Most Christian 
King, who had failed in so many things towards Friedrich, 
does empower Valori To offer him a subsidy of 500,000 livres 
a month, till we see farther. Twenty thousand pounds a 
month ; he hopes this will suffice, being himself run terribly 
low. Friedrich’s feeling is to be guessed : Such a dole might 
answer to a Lsindgraf of Hessen-Darmstadt ; but to me is not 
in the least suitable ’ ; — and flatly refuses it ; says 

Valori.^ 

Mon gros Valori^ who could not himself help all this, poor 
soul, ‘falls now into complete disgrace’; waits daily upon 
Friedrich at the giving-out of the parole, ‘ but frequently his 
Majesty does not speak to me at all.’ Hardly looks at me, 
or only looks as if I had suddenly become Zero Incarnate. It 
is now in these days, I suppose, that Friedrich writes about 
the ‘ Scamander Battle ’ (of Fontenoy), and ‘ Capture of 
Pekin,’ by way of helping one to fight the Austrians accoi'd- 
ing to Treaty. And has a touch of bitter sarcasm in uttering 
his complaints against such treatment, — the heart of Ihni, I 
suppose, bitter enough. Most Chi’istian King has felt this of 
the Scamander, Friedrich perceives ; Louis’s next letter testifies 
pique ; — and of course we are farther from help, on that side, 
than ever. ‘ From the SUbide of the Kur-Mark ’ (Branden- 
burg) ‘ Friedrich was offered a considerable subsidy instead ; 
and joyfully accepted the same, ‘^as a loan”:’’ — paid it 
punctually back, too ; and never, all his days, forgot it of 
those StdndcP' 

Cctmj) 0 / Dieshau : BTiiaunic Majesty makes Peace ^ for hhnselfy 
wtili Friedrich; but cannot for Austria or Saxony 

About the middle of August, there are ceifain Saxon 



phononuMUi which Hwnkt’u ilirutl i<ai in I hr uui-hj. 

Krifdricb, wnlcluiu^ Argus likt*, nrnr uiul hu\ iti his (‘hhuu 
ohsorvalnrv» hns nolirrtl llnd Priurr Kur! is grltiiiir rriuiornHl 
in Kiinigsgriil/ ; 10dh)0 lately, 7,001) nunc entning; ami 
contrariwise Ihiil the Saxons seem to he straggling i)lV tVoin 
him; chbii^g away, corps after c(jrp*s towards Saxtmy, can 
it be? 'riieie niv whispers of ‘Havanan niixilinries ' being 
hiriHl for llunn, loo. Ami lillle llruhTH late insolence; 
BrhhrH cvitlent belief that ‘we are tinishetl (nmr n/wiu)'? 
Ihitling all this together, IVusirich judges, with an indigna- 
tion very natural, tiuit tliere is again soim^ imuilious Saxon 
mischief, most likely an atlnek on Hramlenhurg, in the wind. 
Pricdrlch ordoi>! the OKI Dessauer, ' March into Unan, tlelay 
no longer r and puhlislicH a clangorously indignant Manifesto 
(evidently Iuh own writing, and ctjming fvimi tin* heart ): ^ 

^ How they lum*, md la>und by t!u*ir Ateihian 'J’renly, 
wantonly invaded our Silt*sia ; liave, since and before, in 
spile of our forlaNirauce, done ho many things ; and, in fael, 
have (Inally cxlnuintcxl onr patiems*; ami are forcing us to 
seek redress and safety hy the. natural nndhod^s’ which thf*y 
will see how they like ! - 

Old rAa>i)old ailvances straightway, as hidden, diin t for the 
Saxon frontier. I'o whom l'*rii*drich Mhotjtn olV delachim*nl*», 
- -Frince Dietrich, with so many thom.timiH, to leinforce Papa; 
llien General Gessler with so many, till Papa is HH,()i)0 
odd; and could eat Saxony at a moulhfnl ; nothing whal 
ever being yet ready tliere on Uruhrs part, though he has such 
immense things in the wind! -Neverllielesn Friedrich again 
paused; did not yet: striki*. 'Flat Saxoii c|ueNli<m ha*j Uu’^'^iaii 
bugbears, no end of compHealiouH, Hin liritannic Maje.ly, 
now at Hanover, and bis prudent Harrington with him, are 
ii\ the act of labouring, with all earnest ness, ftn* a general 
Agreement with Friedrich. Without farther hiflemenn, em 
broilmeut and bloodslied : bow much prereral)le for luieilrirb ! 
Old DcKsaner, tberefore, pauses; ‘(amp of l)ie**kaod which 
' In AOcIuuk, V. 64-71 (n<Mi:ac; ' mitUllr *.| Au^uM.* say ihr 


ad Axik. 1745) 

WG liavc often heard of, close on the Saxon Border ; stands 
tnerc, looking over, as witli sword drawn, 30,000 good .swords, 
— but no stroke, not for almost three months more. In 
three montlrs, wretclied Briihl had not repented; but, on the 
contrary, Imd oomploted his preparations, and gone to work ; 
— -and tlie strolce did fall, as will be seen. That is BrLihl's 
posture in the matter.^ 

To Britannic George, for a good while past, it has been 
manifest that the Pragmatic Sanction, in its original form, is 
an extinct object; that rcconcjuest of Silesia, and suchlike, is 
melancholy moonshine; and that, in fact, towards fighting 
the French with edect, it is highly necessary to make peace 
with Friedrich of Prussia again. This once more is George's 
and his Harrington's fixed view. Friedrich's own wishes are 
known, or used to be, ever since the late Kaiser's death, — 
though latterly he has fallen silent, and even avoids the topic 
when ollcrcd (knowing his man) I Harrington has to apply 
formally to Friedrich's Minister at Hanover. ‘ Very well, if 
they are in earnest this time,' so Friedrich instructs his 
Minister : * My terms are known to you ; no change admis- 
sible in the terms ; — do not speak with me on it farther : and, 
observe, within four weeks, the thing finished, or else broken- 
off 1 ' ^ And in this sense they are labouring incessantly, 
with Austria, with Saxony, — witliout the least success ; — and 
lixcellency llohinson has again a panting uncomfortable time. 
Here is a scene llobinson transacts at Vienna, which gives us 
a curious face-to-face glimpse of her Hungarian Majesty, 
while Friedrich is in his Camp at Chlum. 

SchHnbrunny 9 >d 1746 , Robinson has Audience of her 

Hungarian Majesty 

Robinson, In a copioiiB nonorous speech (rather apt to be copious, and 
to fall into the Parlinmoutary cantQ’'ftiTmo)y sets forth how extremely ill 
wo AliioB are faring on tlie Frencli hand ; nothing done upon Silesia 
either; a liopoloas matter that, — is it not, your Majest y ? And your 

a Ibid, iii. 277, 281. 


^ Ranke, iii. 231, 314. 


iMajcHfcy 8 forooH all 13'mp: tlioro, in iikm'c dimd-uicK ; mid wo ni hiioii iuumi 
of iliom ! PoHco with PruHniu Ih iiuiispiMisuMo/* 'lo which hoc MajcHty 
liHtoueih »d HtatueHquo Hiloiiro inoHtly ; novor naw her m rcHorvctl heforo, 
my Lord.’ * * 

h'olfimanu * * Madam, tho Diilrh will ho oldip:iMl to accept 
Neutrality” (and jdumji-down again, nflor nuch lioiHliiig) ! 

^WelL and if tlioy did, they? It would lie canicr to accom- 
modulo with h'ranro itself, and ho fniinh llto >slndo matt or, than with 
PniHsia.” My Army could not got to tho NidhoriaiidH thiM HoaHou, No 
Uoiiornl of mine wouhl undortuko conducting it at thin day of tho year. 
Peace with PnisHia, what good could it do at prcsmil?* 

Jtohhtmu ^MCngland linn already f<nind, for HnhwldioH, IhiH year, 
(’aniiot go on at that rate. I*eac(' with PniNMia In <mo of tho 
roturiiH the lOngliHli Nation exjiectH for all it Iihh dtuie.” 

Queen, * 1 mufit liavo Silenia again ; without Milenla tlu' Kainiwliood 
wore an empty title, Or would you have uh adminihter It under the 
guardiuncy of PruHMia?’* ^ 

llohinaon, ^In Jlohemia ilHolf lliiugH don’t look w<dl ; nothing done 
on Fricdric.il : your Saxona Hcem to ho (|uarreliiiig with you, and going 
home.' 

Q,neen, n*rinco Karl Ih liiniHelf capaldo of fighting tho PrunHianii 
again, Till that, do not Kpeak to mo of Peace! (Jrant mo only till 
October I * 

Hohinson, ^PruHHia will lielp tho (iraiid Duke to Kaihcihhip.' 

Queen, ^Tlio (Jrand-Duko in not ho amhithuiH of an empty honour iih 
to engage in it under Llio tutelngo of I’ruHHia. (‘otiNidiw failinu*; the 
Imperial dignity, in it compalihlo with tho fatal deprivation of Silcnla? 
^'Ono other liultlo, I Huy ! Oood (»od, give mo only till tlio mouth of 
October ! ” 

lUMnmu ^ A hattle, Madam, If icon, icori’t rei'oiKjuer Milonia ,* if loHt, 
your MajcHty Ik ruined at homo,* 

Q,uecyi, DuHH^-je cunvlnre aero hd te irntlemtdn^ je iui livreruiii UtUtdlh 
cfl Hair (Had T to agree wllli him tomorrow, I would try him In a hatllo 
this ovoning) 1 ” ^ 

Her Majesty is not to be himloml ; deaf to Hohiiison, to 
her Britannic Gt'orge. who jiays the inont*y. *(‘nn*l man, i« 
that what you call kcopiriL^ the IVa/^inalie Sand ion ; disniem*. 
boring me of Brovinee after Ih'ovinri', now in (iermany, then 
in Italy, on pretext of nec.ossily ? Has not Mnglaml money, 

' Robinson’* I)e,s|)juc)), ^ih A»{;u .i 1745. Kwake, iii. aH; ; Haumci, pp, 
161, 162. 
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then ? Does not England love the Cause of Liberty? Give 
me till October ! ’ Her Majesty did take till October, and 
later, as »ve shall see ; poor George not able to hinder, by 
power of the purse or otherwise : who can hinder high 
females, or low, when they get into their humours ? Much 
of this Austrian obstinacy, think impartial persons, was of 
female nature. We shall see what profit her Majesty made 
by taking till October. 

As for George, the time being run, and her Majesty and 
Saxony unpersuadable, he determined to accept Friedrich‘‘s 
terms himself, in hope of gradually bringing the others to do 
it. August S6th, at Hanover, there is signed a Convention 
of Hanover between Friedrich and him : ' Peace on the old 
Breslau-Berlin terms, — precisely the same terms, but Britannic 
Majesty to have them guaranteed by All the Powers, on the 
General Peace coming, — so that there be no snake-procedure 
henceforth.'’ Silesia Friedrich's without fail, dear Hanover 
unmolested even by a thought of Friedrich's ; — and her 
Hungarian Majesty to be invited, nay, urged by every feasible 
method, to accede.^ Which done, Britannic Majesty, — for 
there has hung itself out, in the Scotch Highlands, the other 
day (‘ Glcnfinlas, August ISth'), a certain Standard ^ Tandem 
Trhimphans^ and unpleasant things are imminent 1 — hun'ies 
home at his best pace, and has his hands full there, for some 
time. On Austria, on Saxony, he could not prevail : ‘ By no 
manner of means T answered they; and went their own road, 
— ^jingling his Britannic subsidies in their pocket ; regardless 
of the once Supreme Jove, who is sunk now to a very dillerent 
figure on the German boards. 

Friedrich's outlook is very bad : such a War to go on, and 
not even finance to do it with. His intimates, his Rothen- 
burg one time, have ‘found him sunk in gloomy thought.’ 
But he wears a bright face usually. No wavering or doubting 
^ Adelung, v. 755 is *in Rousset, xix. 441^; in etc. etc. 
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in him, hia mind nuulc-up ; u-hirli \h a gmil lu*!]) that way. 
Fricidricli iiulicaioH, and Inw iuiiicalcd (*vory\vh(*ns for many 
moutha, that IVace, prccis^dy tm Urn old toolinf^;^ \h all he 
wants: ^The Kaiser being death whom I took-iip arniH to 
defend, what farther ohjee.l is there P’ Hays he. ‘ Utniounee 
Sile.sia, more honestly Unin last lime ; engage to have it 
guaranteed by cverybtxiy at tlu; (ieneral Peaee (or perhaps 
Hohcnfrietlberg will help to guarantee it)» and 1 mareli 
home P My mom‘y is running tlown, privately thinks he; 
guarantee Silo.Hia, and I shall he glad to go» If not, 1 must 
raise money somoliow; melt the big silver haluslrades nl 
Derlin, borrow from the Stamlt\ or tlo something ; and, in 
fact, must stand here, unless Silesia in guaranteed, and 
struggle till I die. 

That latter withal is still ])rivatelY Friedrieh's thought. 
Under his light air, he earries unspoken that grimly elear 
detenninalion, at all times, now and heneeforih ; iuul it is an 
^immense help to the guidanee of him. An iiulisjamsahle, 
dndeed. No king or man, attempting anything eousulerahle 
in this world, need expect to achieve it i'xe»'pt, taeilly, on 
those same terms, ‘I will achieve it or die!' h'or the world, 
in spite of rimu)in*H to the contrary, is always much of a 
bedlam to the Hanily (so far as he may have* any) of every 
individnal man. A strict plaets monsjver; il.s very bedlam- 
isms flowing by law, as do alike llu' siitlden mud dtdugcN, ami 
the steady Atlantic tides, and all things wlmtsoever : a svorld 
inexorable, truly, as gravitation itself ; and it will behovt’ you 
to front it in a similar Inimour, as the tacit basis for whatever 
wise jflans yow lay. In Friedrich, from tin* first entrance 
jof him on the stage of I lungs, we have had to recognise 
this prime (luality, in a fine taeit fi)nn, to a eotnplele degree ; 
and till his last exit, we slmll never find it wanting. 'Tacit 
enough, unconsoioUH almost, not given to articulate itself at 
all; — and if there be less of j)ieLy limn we could wish in tin* 
silence of it, there is at least no play-actor mendacilv, or cm\l 
of devoutness, to poison the high worth of it, N<j liraver 



,i]o lignru ^stniuLs on Ojo Knrth at that: o{)orh. Heady, at 
i* diu! snuson, with his miiul silenlty nuulu-u]) ;-‘-Hble to 
i«\v'er (tiploiuatio Uohinsons, llartoiisteina and (hi* very 
t'slinies when they ap|)ly, If Y<ni will wiLlulniw your 
filvisli notions, will guarantee Silesia, will give him hack his 
il 'rrealv of herlin iti an invlVngahle slnipe, he will march 
>im’; if Ui)t, he will never inarch home, hut be carried 
ithcr dml rather. That is his inlenlioa, if the gods 
‘vmil, 

ruind-DuKr P'ntftx k rhrtal Kdiw (IHth September 174-5); 

Fvmb'lvh^ the SrciMm and /'brojjfc hcln/^ do/ir, vi(da\'i Jbr 

Silrsla 

'riuTc occurred at Frankfurt, the clear majority, seven 
the nine Flcctow, Uavaria iUelf (nay, lloluMnia this time, 
listalF' or not), luul all the oibci*s but Friedricli and Kur- 
ral/., being so disponed or so dispoHublc, 4Vaun being master 
Ilii' ground, no {liflicnlly ahtiul elccling (rnui<l« Duke 
ran*/. Sleplmn of Tuscany, Joinl-King of Uobemia, to be 
niscr of the Holy Hoiiiinh H<4cln Friedrich’s envoy pro- 
bated; as ditl Kiir Ffal/’s, with still more veluMneina*, and 
iv.w witiulrew to Hanau ; the t»lher Seven vutetl Septcmlier 
tUh, 1745 : and il was done. A new Kaiser, Fran/ 
tephan, or Fran/, i., w'ith our blessing on him, if that cun 
v*fiiil much. Hut I fear it cannot. Upon such meudaciouH 
#inptv«(’nHe of Kaiscrlumil, witlmut even money to feed itself, 
1)1 to Hpcuk of governing, of tlcrciuling and coercing ; uj)on 
ueh entities tlm hlesningH of man avail little ; the gods, 
living warned them to go, do not hlcjss tluMU for staying t ^ 
lowever, tar barrels hum, the fountaiiis play (wine in some, 
f them, I hotie) ; Fran/ is to he crowned in a fortnight 
iitnce, will) extraordinary magnilicence, At litis last part of 
L Maria 'Fheresa will, in her own high pei>on, alletid ; and 
>rocee(lH aeconlingly towards Frankfurt, itt the end of Hep- 
<*)nher (say llie old Hooks), so soon as the Flection is over, 


Hunf^ariau Maji'siy.s bearing whh not popular (lu'ns ueeord 
ing to Friedrich, who always' admires lu'r alHer a sorl, and 
always speaks of her lik(^ a king and gmdleman: 1ml Ihe 
High Lady, it is intimated, (Vlt somewluil loo wtdl that she 
was high. Not sorry to have it kiiown, uiuUt Ihe due vcmIs, 
LIhlL her K'aiser-IIushaml is hut of a mimelie ua\\irc\ lluil it 
is she wlu) has Urn real power; anti that iudeetl she is iu 
a victorious posture at prt'sent. \ i’ry high in her enrriage 
towards the Princes of the lleich, and their pritileges: 
])oor Kur-Pfal/.V nt)iarv, or herald, eoming to prulesl (I 
tliink, it was ihe second lime) ulanil somelldug, sht* tpiile 
disregarded his tahards, pasltdamnh, t)r wind ever tlnw were, 
and clapt him in prison, 'Phe thing was eommentetl upeju ; 
but Kur- Pfalz got no redress. Need we repeal, hi/y reader-, 
having HO often mel: him, and forgidh'U him again, this 
a now younger Kiu’-Pfulz: Karl 'riteudor, lhi*t tme ; not 
Friedrich VVillielurs old Friend, hnl his S\u*cee.or, of tin* 
Sulzhach line; of whom, after thirl v years or so, ue mav 
again hear. lie cun complain ahoul his violated tuhaul ; 
will get Ins n{)larv ont of jail again, hitt no redn*'.s, 

IligliLsh even towards lua* friends, this * Hmpirr* (^Jtieett ' 
such lier new title), and Ijas a kind of 
‘ Thank-you-for-Nothing " air towards them. Pmv.ian Mu- 
jesty, hIic Huicl, had mujuestitHtahle talents; 1ml, oh, what 
a character! Too much Ica'iIy, slie mud, Ijy far; In-ti-nnlnK 
too, in tlie extreme ; a tore Mnnn ; nml what a neiglihonr 
lui« ho been! Ah to Silesia, she. was heanl to say, nhe umdd 
OH soon j)art with her petticoat as pjirt with ild So that 
thoro is not the least prospect of pence hen* ? ‘ Nmn*,' nnswrr 

Friedrielfs emis.sari(is, whom he laid emptn^eied to hint the 
thing. Which is heavy news to l*‘rii-drielj. 

Early in August, not long after that Auflients^ of lloldn' 
8on\ her I\taje.sty, after repealed written me^^sagrs to Ihinee 
Karl, urging him to go itilo tight again tn* at tempi mane, 
thing, hud scut two high messengeni : Prim-e l.<d)koait/, 

^ CIC$4vr4$ tU lil. U6, 


I 3 th Sept, 1745 j 

Duke d’Ahremberg, high dignitaries from Court, have come 
to Kdnigsgratz with the latest urgencies, the newest ideas ; 
and would fain help Prince Karl to attempt something. 
Daily they used to com e-out upon a little height, in view of 
Friedrich’s tent, and gaze-in upon him, and round all Nature, 

‘ with big tubes,’ he says, * as if they had been astronomers ’ ; 
but never attempted anything. We remember D’Ahremberg, 
and what part he has played, from the Dettingen times and 
onward. ‘ A debauched old fellow,'* says Friedrich ; ^ gone 
all to hebetude by his labours in that line ; agrees always 
with the last speaker.’ Prince Karl seems to have little 
stomach himself ; and does not see his way into (or across) 
another Battle. Lobkowitz, again, is always saying : ‘ Try 
something ! We are now stronger than they, by their de- 
tachings, by our reinforcings ’ (indeed, about twice their 
number, regular and irregular), though most of the Saxons 
are gone home. After much gazing through their tubes, the 
Austrians (August 23d) do make a small shift of place, 
insignificant otherwise ; the Prussians, next day, do the like, 
in consequence ; quit Chlum, burning their huts ; post them- 
selves a little farther up the Elbe, — their left at a place 
called Jaromirz, embouchure of the Aupa into Elbe,^ — and 
are again unattackable. 

The worst fact is the multitude of Pandoui's, more and 
more infesting our provision-roads ; and that horse-forage 
itself is, at last, running low. Detachments lie all duly 
round to right and left, to secure our communications with 
Silesia, especially to left, out of Glatz, where runs one of the 
chief roads we have. But the service is becoming daily more 
difficult. For example ; 

^ Neustadt, September. In that left-hand quarter, coining--out of 
Glatz at a little Bohemian Town called Neustadt, the Prussian Com- 
mander, Tauenzien hy name, was repeatedly assaulted ; and from 
September Cth, had to stand actual siege, gallantly repulsing a full 
10,000 with their big artillery, though his waUs were all breached, for 
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gone into all countries ; the man having been appointed a Secretary 
to the very Destinies^ in some sort; tliat is to say^ a Writer of 
Books which have turned-out to have truth in them ! Taucnzien, a 
grimmish aquiline kind of man, of no superfluous words, has dis« 
tinguislied himself for the present by defending Neustadt, which the 
Austrians fully counted to get hold of' 

Let us give another little scene ; preparatory to quitting 
this Country, as it is evident the King and we will soon have 
to do ; Country being quite eaten-out, Pandours getting ever 
rifer, and the Season done : 

Jaromirx, * early in September ' 1746. ^ Jaromirz is a Atle Bohemian 

Town on the Aupa, or between the Aupa and Metau branches of the 
Upper Elbe; four or five miles north of Semonitz, where Friedrich’s 
quarter now is. Valori, so seldom spoken to, is lodged in a suburb 
there: ^^Had not you better go into the town itself?" his Majesty did 
once say; but Valori, dreading nothing, lodged on, — Landlord a 
Burgher whom I thought respectable.” Respectable, yes, ho; hut his 
son bad been dealing with Franquini the Paudour, and had sold Valori, 
— night appointed, measures all taken; a miracle if Valori escape. 
Franquini, chief of 30,000 Pandours, has come in person to superintend 
this important capture ; and lies hidden, with a strong party, in the 
woods to rearward, Prussians about 200, scattered in posts, occupy the 
hedges in front, for guard of the ovens ; to rear, Jaromirz being wholly 
ours, there is no suspicion. 

‘ In the dead of the night, Franquini emerges from the woods ; sends 
forward a party of sixty, under the young Judas ; who, by methods 
suitable, gets them stealthily conducted into Papa's Barn, which looks 
across a courtyard into Valori's very windows. From the Barn it is 
easy, on paws of velvet, to get into the House, if you have a Judas 
to open it. Which you have bolts all drawn for you, and even 
beams ready for barricading if you be meddled with. “ Up stairs is his 
Excellency asleep ; Excellency's room is — to right, do you remember ; 
or to left” — Pshaw, we shall find it ! ” The Pandours mount ; find a 
bedroom, break it open, — some fifteen or sixteen of them, and one who 
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knows a little French come crowding forward : to the horror and 
terror of the poor inhabitant. Que voukx-vous doyic?” ^^His Excel- 
lency Valori I ’* W ellj no violence ; I am your prisoner : let me 
dress V* answers the supposed Excellency^— and contrives to secrete 
portfolios^ and tear or make away with papers. And is marched-offj 
under a select guard, who leave the rest to do the pillage. And was not 
Valori at all ; was Valerias Secretary, one D’Arget, who had called 
himself Valori on this dangerous occasion ! Valori sat quaking behind 
his partition ; not till the Pandours began plundering the stables did the 
Prussian sentry catch sound of them, and plunge-in.* 

Pried rich had his amusement out of this adventure ; liked 
D’Arget, the clever Secretary ; got D’Avget to himself before 
long, as will be seen ; — and, in quieter times, dashed- ofF a 
considerable Explosion of Bhyme, called Le Palladion (Valori 
as Prussia’s ^ Palladium,’ with Devils attempting to steal him, 
and the like), which was once thought an exquisite Burlesque, 
— Kings coveting a sight of it, in vain, — but is now weari- 
some enough to every reader.^ — Let us attend his Majesty’s 
exit from Bohemia. 


CHAPTER XII 

BATTLE OF SOIIU 

The famed beautiful Elbe Biver i-ises in romantic chasms, 
terrible to the picturesque beholder, at the roots of the 
Riesengebirge ; overlooked by the Hohe-Kamms, and highest 
summits of that chain. ‘ Out of eleven wells,’ says gentle 
Dulness, ^ Eilf' or Qiidlen^ whence its name, Elbe for 
Elf? Sure enough, it starts-out of various wells ; ^ rushes- out 

^ Valori, i. 242; CExivres dt Fr^d^rtc^ iii, 130 : for the Fact. Exquisite 
Burlesque, Palladion itself, is in (Envres^ xi. 192-271 (see ibid. 139) : a bad 
copy of that very bad Original, Jeanne d' Arc, — the only thing now good in it, 
Friedrich’s polite yet positive refusal to gratify King Louis and his Pompadour 
with a sight of it (see ibid. Preface, x.-xiv., Friedrich’s Letter to Louis ; date of 
request and of refusal, March 1750)* 

® Description, in Zollner, Briefe iiber Scklesien, ii. 305 ; in etc. etc. 
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like a great peacock’s or pasha’s tail, from the roots of the 
Giant Mountains thereabouts ; and hurries southward, — or 
even rather eastward, at first ; for (except the Iser to west- 
ward, which does not fall-in for a great while) its chief 
branches come from the eastern side : Aiipa, Metau, Adler, 
the drainings of Glatz, and of that rugged Country where 
Friedrich has been camping and manoeuvring all summer. 
On the whole, its course is southward for the first seventy or 
eighty miles, washing Jaromirz, Konigshof, Kdnigsgratz, down 
to Pardubitz : at Pardubitz it turns abruptly westward, and 
holds on so, bending even northward, by hill and plain, 
through the rest of its five or six hundred miles. 

Its first considerable branch, on that eastern or left bank, 
is the Aupa, which rises in the Pass of Schatzlar (great 
struggling there, for convoys, just now) ; goes next by Trau- 
tenau, which has lately been burnt; and joins the Elbe at 
Jaromirz, where Valori was stolen, or nearly so, from under 
the Prussian left wing. The Aupa runs nearly straight south ; 
the Elbe, till meeting it, has run rather south-east ; but after 
joining they go south together, augmented by the Metau, by 
the Adler, down to Pardubitz, where the final turn to west 
occurs. Jaromirz, which lies in the very angle of Elbe and 
Aupa, is the left wing of Friedi’ich’s Camp ; main body of the 
Camp lies on the other side of the Elbe, but of course has 
bridges (as at Smirzitz, where that straw sentry did his 
pranks lately); bridges are indispensable, part of our pro- 
vision coming always by that Bohemiaii Neiistaclt, from the 
north-east quarter out of Silesia ; though the main course of 
our meal (and much fighting for it) is direct from the north, 
by the Pass of Schatzlar, — ^ Chaslard,’ as poor Valori calls it. 

Thus Friedrich lay, when Valori escaped being stolen : 
when Tauenzien was assailed by the 10,000 Pandours with 
siege artillery, and stood inexpugnable in the breach till 
Friedrich relieved him. Those Pandours Miad cut-away his 
water, for the last two days ’ ; so that, except for speedy 
relief, all valour had been in vain. Water being gone, not 
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recoverable without difficulties, Neustadt was abandoned (Sep- 
tember 16th, as I guess) ; — one of our main Silesian roads 
for meal has ceased. We have now only Schatzlar to depend 
on ; where Franquini, — lying westward among the glens of 
the Upper Elbe, and possessed of abundant talent in the 
Tolpatch way (witness Valori's narrow miss lately), — gives us 
trouble enough. Friedrich determines to move towards 
Schatzlar. Homewards, in fact ; eating the Country well as 
he goes. 

Saturday 18th September, Friediich crosses the Elbe at 
Jaromirz. Entirely unopposed ; the Austrians were all busy 
firing fiu-de-joie for the Election of their Grand-Duke : 
Election done five days ago at Frankfurt, and the news just 
come. So they crackle about, and deliver rolling fire, at a 
great rate ; proud to be ^ Imperial Army ’ henceforth, as if 
that could do much for them. There was also vast dining, 
for three days, among the high heads, and a great deal of 
wine spent. That probably would have been the chance to 
undertake something upon them, better than crossing the 
Elbe, says Friedrich looking back. But he did not think of 
it in time ; took second-best in place of best. 

He is now, therefore, over into that Triangular piece of 
Country between Elbe and Aupa (if readers will consult their 
Map) ; in that triangle, his subsequent notable operations 
all lie. He here purposes to move northward, by degrees, — 
through Trautenau, Schatzlar, and home ; well eating this 
bit of Country too, the last uneaten bit, as he goes. This 
well eaten, there will be no harbour anywhere for Invasion, 
through the Winter conaing. One of my old Notes says of 
it, in the topographic point of view : 

' It is a triangular patch of Country, which has lain asleep since the 
Creation df tlie World ; traversed only by Boii {Bot-heim-erSf Bohemians), 
Czeclis and other such populations, in Human History ; but which Fried- 
rich has been fated to make ratlier notable to the Moderns henceforth. 
Let me recommend it to the picturesque tourist, especially to the military 
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scene of a distinguished passage of arnis^ with notable display of human 
dexterity and swift presence of mind. For the rest, one of the wildest, 
and perhaps (except to the picturesque tourist) most unpleasant regions 
in the world. Wild stony upland ; topmost Upland, we may say, of 
Europe in general, or portion of such Upland ; for the rain-storms here- 
abouts run several roads, — into the German Ocean and Atlantic by the 
ElbCj into the Baltic by the Oder, into the Black Sea by the Donau ; — 
and it is the waste Outfield whither you rise, by long wecks-journeys, 
from many sides. 

^ Much of it, towards the angle of Elbe and Aupa, is occupied by a 
huge waste Wood, called Kingdom Forest ” {Kilnigreich Sylva or Waldy 
peculium of Old Czech Majesties, I fancy) ; may be sixty square miles in 
area, the longer side of which lies along the Elbe. A Country of rocky 
defiles; lowish hills chaotically shoved together, not wanting their 
brooks and quagmii-es, strait labyi’iiithic passages ; shaggy with wild 
wood. Some poor Hamlets here and there, probably the sleepiest in 
Nature, are scattered about ; there may be patches ploughable for rye * 
(modern Tourist says snappishly, There are many such ; whole region 
now drained ; reminded me of Yorkshire Highlands, with the Western 
Sun gilding it, that fine afternoon 1) — ^ploughable for rye, huckw'heat; 
boggy grass to he gathered in summer ; charcoaling to do ; pigs at least 
are presumable, among these straggling outposts of humanity in their 
obscure Hamlets ; poor ploughing, moiling creatures, they little thought 
of becoming notable so soon ! None of the Books (all intent on mere 
soldiering) take the least notice of them ; not at the pains to spell their 
Hamlets right : no more notice than if they also had been stocks and 
moss-grown stones. Nevertheless, there they did evidently live, for 
thousands of years past, in a dim manner and are much terrified to 
have become the seat of war, all on a sudden. Their poor Hamlets, 
Sohr, Staudentz, Prausnitz, Burgersdorf and others still send up a faint 
* smoke ; and have in them, languidly, the live-coal of mysterious human 
existence, in those woods, — to judge by the last maps that have come 
out. A thing worth considering by the passing tourist, military or 
other. * 

It is in this Kingdom Forest (which he calls Royaume de 
Silvay instead of Sylva de Royaume) that Friedrich now 
marches; keeping the body of the Forest well on his left, 
and skirting the southern and eastern sides of it. Rough 
marching for his Majesty; painfully infested by Nadastian 
Tolpatches ; who run-out on him from ambushes, and need 
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to be scourged ; one ambush in particular, at a place called 

Liebenthal (second day’s march, and near the end of it), 

Avhere our Prussian Hussars, winding like fiery dragons on the 
dangerous precipices, gave them better than they brought, 
and completely quenched their appetite for that day. After 
Liebenthal, the march soon ends ; three miles farther on, at 
the dim wold-hamlet of Staudentz : here a camp is })itched ; 
here, till the Country is well eateii-out, or till something else 
occur, we propose to tarry for a time. 

Horse-forage abounds here ; but there is no getting of it 
without disturbance from those dogs ; you must fight for 
every truss of grass : if a meal- train is coming, as there does 
every five days, you have to detach 8,000 foot and 3,000 
horse to help it safe in. A fretting fatiguing time for 
regular troops. Our bakery is at Trautenau, — where Valori 
is now lodging. The Tolpatchery, unable to take Trautenau, 
set fire to it, though it is their own town, their own Queen's 
town : thatchy Trautenau, wooden too in the upper stories of 
it, takes greedily to the fire ; goes all aloft in flame, and then 
lies black. A scandalous transaction, thinks Friedrich. The 
Prussian corn lay nearly all in cellars ; little got, even of the 
Prussians, by such an atrocity ; and your own poor fellow- 
subjects, where are they ? Valori was burnt- out here ; again 
exploded from his quarters, poor man ; — seems to have 
thought it a mere fii'e in his own lodging, and that he was 
an unfortunate diplomatist. Flappily he got notice {privatis- 
sivie^ for no officer dare whisper in such cases) that there is 
an armed party setting- out for Silesia, to guard meal that is 
coming : Valori yokes himself to this armed party, and gets 
safe over the Hills with it, — then swift, by extra post, to 
Breslau and to civilised (partially civilised) accommodation, 
for a little rest after these bustlings and tossings. 

Friedrich had Iain at Staudentz, in this manner, bickering 
continually for his forage, and eating the Country, for about 
ten days : and now, as the latter process is well on, and the 


season drawing to a close, he determines on a shift north- 
ward. Thursday 30th September next, let there be one 
other grand forage, the final one in this eaten tract, then 
northward to fresh grounds. That, it appears, was the 
design. But, on Wednesday, there came-in an Austrian 
deserter ; who informs us that Prince Karl is not now in 
Konigsgriitz, but in motion up the Elbe ; already some fifty 
miles up ; past Jaromirz ; his rear at Konigshof, his van at 
Arnau, — on a level with burnt Trautenau, and farther noith 
than we ourselves are. This is important news, ^ Intending 
to block us out from Schatzlar ? Hmh I ’ Single scouts, or 
small parties, cannot live in this Kingdom Wood, swarming 
with Pan d ours : Friedrich sends out a Colonel Katzler, with 
500 light horse, to investigate a little. Katzler pushes for- 
ward, on such lane or forest road-track as there is, towards 
Konigshof ; beats back small hussar parties ; — comes, in about 
an hour'^s space, not upon hussars merely, but upon dense 
masses of heavy horse winding through the forest lanes ; and, 
with that imperfect intelligence, is obliged to return. The 
deserter spake truth, apparently ; and that is all we can 
know. Forage scheme is given up ; the order is, * Baggage 
packed, and march tomorrow morning at ten.** Long before 
ten, there had great things befallen on the morrow ! — Try to 
understand this Note a little ; 

^ The Camp of Staudentz, — which two persons (the King, and General 
Stille, a more careful reporter, who also was an eyewitness) have done 
their best to describe, — will, after all efforts, and an Ordnance Map to 
help, romain considerably unintelligible to the reader • as is too usual in 
such cases. A block of high-lying ground; Friedrich’s Camp on it, 
perhaps two miles long, looks to the south ; small Village of Staudentz 
in front ; hollow beyond that, and second small Village, Deutsch 
Prausnitz, hanging on the opposite slope, with shaggy heights beyond, 
and the Kingdom Forest there beginning : on the left, defiles, brooks 
and strait country, leading towards the small town of Eypel : that is 
our left and front aspect, a hollow well isolating us on those sides. 
Hollow continues all along the front ; hollow definite on our side of it, 
and forming a tolerable defence though again, I perceive, to rightward 
at no great distance, there rise High Grounds which considerably over- 
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han^ iiH.' A thinff to bo inarkod I ^7 ’Iioho wo cotild not oociipy, for 
want of men; but only mainluin vodoitoH upon tboin. Oviu* Uuwo 
a inilo or two wostwnjd of UjIh Jiollow of ours^ rtin.s tljo big 
winding hollow railed (Joorgiuignmd (f/ron/a\v (•ottoin)^ which winda up 
ami down in that Kingdtim Koti'nI and olVeis a road from Ivtinigshof to 
Trantcnau, among other rourHoa it taken, 

* From the crown of thone IleighU on our right Hank hero, looking to 
the went, yon might diHcern (piu-liapn three milen olf, from ouo of tho 
Hheltoring nnokn on the hither aide of that (ieorgongrund), riHing faintly 
vlHihle over knollH and dinglea, the amoko of a little Ftireat Village. 
That Village ia Sohr ; nolahle ever aince, beyond otliera, in the Kingdom 
Wood. %Sohr, Ilko tho other ^'illag^w, liaa ita lano-roada ; ita road to 
Traiitenau, to Ki'migHlujf, no tlonht; hut nnmh nearer you, on our 
enalern alope of the lioiglita, and far hitherward of »Solir, wliicl) is on 
the wealern, goea tlie great road ' (what in now tlie great road) ^ from 
Kiinignhof to Traulenan, well viHihl(^ from Friedriclfa damp, thougli ntill 
at Home diHlunre from It, dtmld theae lleighla hetweeti ua and Sohv, 
which lie beyond tln^ great road, he occupied, we were wtdl aocurocl; 
irtoluleil on tho right too, aa on the other aidea, from Kingdom Foroat 
ami its amhuahea, ‘‘Should have been d(»ne,'' admiU Friedrich j ‘’'but 
then, aa it ia, there are not tiMiopa enough : ” with Id, ()()() men you can- 
not do everything F 

n(‘rc, however, in the iinpoilant poinL In Sohr, thin 
night, kiOlh SeplemlHM*, in a moat private maniKu*, tho 
Aust.rianH, iJO.OOt) of them and more, have eomo gliding 
through tho woods, wilhoul; oven thoir pi])o lit, and witli 
thick veil of huHsar.s ahtsul ! ()nt[)OHl,s of Lhoira lie Hcpuitlcd 
in tho hushe.s behind Doulaeh PrauNnil/, hanlly 500 yards 
from 1'h‘iodrieh'H (’amj). And easlwanl, hdlward of him, 
in Iho (leliloH about I'lypel, lie Nadasti and Uulllan Treuck, 
with ton or twelve lliouHand, who arc to take him in rear, 
IHh * (kunp of Slaiuhmt’/. ' will ho at a lino ]mH.H tomorrow 
morning. Tin* AuHlrian (<enlh‘men had found, la.st week, 
a ccrUiin l)aro Ili'iglit in tho t'orest (Height ntill known), 
from wliieli they eonid uho tlioir uHtronomor tuhoH day after 
day;* and now they arc about utlonipting Homethiugl 

'rhur«day morning, very early, OOlh September 1T45, 
Friedrich wan in his lent, huny with geueraln and muroh- 

* Urliclj, ii. 225. 



routes, — wlien a rapid orderly comes in, from that Vedette, 
or strong Piquet, on the Heights to our right : ^ Austrians 
visibly moving, in quantity, near by ! ^ and before he has 
done answering, the officer himself arrives : ‘ Regular Cavalry 
in great force ; long dust-cloud in Kingdom Forest, in the 
gray dawn ; and, so far as we can judge, it is their Army 
coming on.’ Here is news for a poor man, in the raw of a 
September morning, by way of breakfast to him ! ‘ To arms ! ’ 
is, of course, Friedrich’s instant order ; and he himself gallops 
to the Piquet on the Heights, glass in hand. ^ Austrian 
Army sure enough, thirty to thirty-five thousand of them, we 
only eighteen.^ Coming to take us on the right flank here; 
to attack our Camp by surprise : will crush us northward 
through the defiles, and trample us down in detail ? Hmh 1 
To run for it, will never do. We must fight for it, and even 
attack as our way is, though on such terms. Quick, a 
plan ! ’ The head of Friedrich is a bank you cannot easily 
break by coming on it for plans; such a creature for impromptu 
plans, and unexpected dashes swift as the panther’s, I have 
hardly known, — especially when you squeeze him into a corner, 
and fancy he is over with it ( Friedrich gallops down, with 
his plan clear enough ; and already the Austrians, horse and 
foot, are deploying upon those Heights he has quitted ; Fifty 
Squadrons of Horse for left wing to them, and a battery of 
Twenty-eight big Guns is establishing itself where Friedrich’s 
Piquet lately stood. 

Friedrich’s right flank has to become his front, and face 
those formidable Austrian Heights and Batteries; and this 
with more than Prussian velocity, and under the play of those 
twenty-eight big guns, throwing case-shot {grhxades royales) 
and so forth, all the while. To Valori, when he heard of the 
thing, it is inconceivable how mortal troops could accomplish 
such a movement ; Friedrich himself praises it, as a thing 
honourably well done. Took about half an hour ; case-shot 
^ CEuvm de FrMeriCi iii. 139. 
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all tlu‘. while; soldiers lununirahly never-mitulinfi; : no 
ilurry, though a spml like that of spinuiug-loi^s. And here 
we at length are, Staudenl/ now to rear of us, behind our 
centre a gootl space; lUirgersdorf in front of uh to right, our 
left reaching to IVausniU : Auslrian liiu‘s, three deep of 
them, on tl;e opjiosite Height ; we one line only, which matches 
them in length. 

They, that left wing of hors(‘, should have Ihunclered-dowu 
on UH, attacking us, not wailing our attack, thinks Friedrich ; 
hut they have not done it. They stand on their height there,- 
will perha])s fin‘ earhiiu's, as their wont; is. ^ You, iliuhlen- 
hrock, go into them with your ( ‘uirassiers ! ’ Huddenbrock 
and Hie (Cuirassiers, though it is \iphitl, go into them at a 
furious rule ; ujcel nt) couulerelinrge, mere sputter of (vu'bines ; 
— tiimhle them to mad wreck, hack upon their second line, 
hack up{)n I heir third : absurdly crowded there on their 
narrow luMght, no room to nmnunivre; so that they jilunge, 
lifl.y siiuadrons of them, wholly inlo Ihe (Jeorgcngruiid roar- 
ward, into ilm Kingdom Wood, and never come on again at 
all. Ihuldenhrock has doiu‘ his job right well, 

Seeing which, our Infant ry of the right wing, which stood 
next to Ihiddenhroek, made ini(»elu()us charge uphill, emulous 
to capture that Hallery of H'wcnly* eight ; hut found it, for 
some tiuu*, a lerrihle allempL 'Tliesi* lli'iglds are not to be 
called ‘ hillsd slill less ‘nujiintnins’ (ns in some (‘arele.SH 
books); hut it is a slilf climb at doid)le (|uicIc, with twenty- 
eight l)ig guns playing in the face of you. Storms of case- 
slmt shear /iway this Infantry, are (|ucnching its noble fury 
in des])air; Infantry visibly recoiling, when o\ir sole Three 
Ueginienls of Ueserve hurry up to support. Hound these 
all rallies; rushes desjH'ralely on, and takes llu^ battery, — - 
of course, sending the Auslrian left wing rapidly adrift, on 
loss of Iht* smne. 

H'his, I consider, is the crisis of the Fight ; tlie hack of the 
Austrian enter[)rise is alrouly hrolun;, by this sad winging of 
it on the lefl. but it rttsisls still; comes down agaizi, — the 



reserve of their left wing seen rapidly making for Burgersdorf, 
intending an attack there; which we oppose with vigour, 
setting Burgersdorf on fire for temporary screen ; and drive 
the Austrian reserve rapidly to rearward again. But there is 
rally after rally of them. They rank again on every new 
height, and dispute there ; loath to be driven into Kingdom 
Wood, after such a flourish of arms. One height, * bushy 
steep height,’ the light-limbed valiant Prince, little Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, had the charge of attacking ; and he did it 
with his usual impetus and irresistibility : — and, strangely 
enough, the defender of it chanced to be that Brother of 
his, Prince Ludwig, with whom he had the little Interview 
lately. Prince Ludwig got a wound, as well as lost his height. 
The third Brother, poor Prince Albrecht, who is also here, as 
volunteer apprentice, on the Prussian side, gets killed. There 
will never be another Interview, for all three, between the 
Camps I Strange times for those poor Princes, who have to 
seek soldiering for their existence. 

Meanwhile the Cavalry of Buddenbrock, that is to say of 
the right wing, having now no work in that quarter, is de- 
spatched to reinforce the left wing, which has stood hitherto 
apart on its own ground ; not attacked or attacking, — a left 
wing refused^ as the soldiers style it. Reinforced by Budden- 
brock, this left wing of horse does now also storm forward ; 
— ‘ near the Village of Prausnitz ' (Prausnitz a little way to 
rear of it), thereabouts, is the scene of its feat. Feat done 
in such fashion that the Austrians opposite will not stand 
the charge at all ; but gurgle about in a chaotic manner ; 
then gallop fairly into Kingdom Wood, without stroke struck ; 
and disappear, as their fellows had done. Whereupon the 
Prussian horse breaks-in upon the adjoining Infantry of that 
flank (Austrian right flank, left bare in this manner) ; champs 
it also into chaotic whirlpools ; cuts-away an outskirt of near 
2,000 prisoners, and sets the rest running. This seems to 
have been pretty much the coiip-de-grdce of the Fight ; and 
to have brought the Austrian dispute to finis. From the 
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first, they had rallied on the heights ; had struggled and 
disputed. Two general rallies they made, and various partial, 
but none had any success. They were driven on, bayonet in 
back, as the phrase is : with this sad slap on their right, added 
to that old one on their left, what can they now do but ebb 
rapidly; pour in cataracts into Kingdom Wood, and dis- 
appear there ? ^ 

Prince KarPs scheme was good, says Friedrich ; but it was 
ill executed. He never should have let us form ; his first 
gi’and fault was that he waited to be attacked, instead of 
attacking. Parts of his scheme were never executed at all. 
Duke d’Ahremberg, for instance, it is said, had so dim a 
notion of the ground, that he drew-up some miles off, with 
his hack to the Prussians. Such is the rumour, — perhaps 
only a rumour, in mockery of the hebetated old gentleman 
fallen unlucky ? On the other hand, that Nadasti made a 
failure which proved important, is indubitable, Nadasti, 
with some thousands of Tolpatchery, was at Liebenthal, four 
miles to south-east of the action ; Ruffian Trenck lay behind 
Eypel, perhaps as far to east of it : Trenck and Nadasti were 
to rendezvous, to unite, and attack the Prussian Camp on its 
rear, — ‘ Camp,’ so ran the order, for it was understood the 
Prussians would all be there, we others attacking it in front 
and both flanks ; — which turned out otherwise, not for 
Nadasti alone ! 

Nadasti came to his rendezvous in time ; Ruffian Trenck 
did not : Nadasti grew tired of waiting for Trenck, and attacked 
the Camp by himself : — Camp, but not any men ; Camp being 
now empty, and the men all fighting, ranked at right angles 
to it, furlongs and miles away. Nadasti made a rare hand of 
the Camp; plundered everything, took all the King’s Camp- 
furniture, ready money, favourite dog Biche — likewise poor 
Eichel his Secretary, who, however, tore the papers first. 
Tolpatchery exultingly gutted the Camp ; and at last set fire 

1 (Euvres de Fridiric^ iii. 135*143 ; Stille, pp. 144-163 ; Orlich, ii. 227-243 ; 
Fcldzugty i, 357 ‘ 363 ' 374 ‘ 



to it, burnt even some eight or ten poor Prussian sick, and 

also ‘ some women whom they caught. We found the limbs 
of these poor men and women lying about,’ reports old 
General Lehwald; who knew about it. A doggery well 
worthy of the gallows, think Lehwald and I. ^ Couldn’t help 
it; ferocity of wild men,’ says Nadasti. ^Well; but why 
not attack, then, with your ferocity ? ’ Confused Court- 
martial put those questions, at Vienna subsequently; and 
Ruffian Trenck, some say, got injustice, Nadasti shuffling 
things upon him ; for which one cares almost nothing. 
Lehwald, lying at Trautenau, had heard the firing at sunrise ; 
and instantly marched to help : he only arrived to give 
Nadasti a slash or two, and was too late for the Fight. One 
Schlichtling, on guard with a weak party, saved what was in 
the right wing of the Camp, — small thanks to him, the Main 
Fight being so near : Friedrich’s opinion is, an Officer, in 
Schlichtling^s place, ought to have done more, and not have 
been so helpless. 

This was the Battle of Sohr ; so called because the 
Austrians had begun there, and the Prussians ended there. 
The Prussian pursuit drew bridle at that Village ; unsafe to 
prosecute Austrians farther, now in the deeps of Kingdom 
Forest. The Battle has lasted five hours. It must be now 
getting towards noon ; and time for breakfast, — if indeed any 
were to be had ; but that is next to impossible, Nadasti 
having been so busy. Not without extreme difficulty is 
a manchet of bread, with or without a drop of wine, 
procured for the King’s Majesty this day. Many a tired 
hero will have nothing but tobacco, with spring - water, 
to fall back upon. Never mind ! says the King, says 
everybody. After all, it is a cheap price to pay for missing 
an attack from Pandoui’s in the rear, while such crisis went 
on ahead. 

Lying Cousin Trenck, of the Lifeguard, who is now in 
Glatz, gives vivid eye-witness particulars of these things, time 
of the morning and so on ; says expressly he was there. 
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ana wnat he am there/ — ^tnougn m iriatz unaer jock ana 
key, three good months before. ‘ How could I help mistakes,’ 
said he afterwards, when people objected to this and that in 
his blusterous mendacity of a Book : ^ I had nothing but my 
poor agitated memory to trust to ! ’ A man’s memory, when 
it gets the length of remembering that he was in the Battle 
of Sohr while bodily absent, ought it not to — in fact, to 
strike work ; to still its agitations altogether, and call halt ? 
Trenck, some months after, got clambered out of Glatz, by 
sewers, or I forget how ; and leaped, or dropped, from some 
parapet into the River Neisse, — sinking to the loins in tough 
mud, so that he could not stir farther. ^ Fouquet let me 
stand there half a day, before he would pick me out again,’ 
Rigorous Fouquet, human mercy forbidding, could not let him 
stand there in permanence, — as we, better circumstanced, may 
with advantage try to do, in time coming ! 

Friedrich lay at Sohr five days ; partly for the honour of 
the thing, partly to eat-out the Country to perfection. 
Prince Karl, from Konigshof, soon fell back to Konigsgratz ; 
and lay motionless there, nothing but his Tolpatcheries astir. 
Sohr Country all eaten, Friedrich, in the due Divisions, 
marched northward. Through Trautenau, Schatzlar, his own 
Division, which was the main one ; — and, fencing-olf the 
Tolpatches successfully with trouble, brings all his men into 
Silesia again. A good job of work behind them, surely I 
Cantons them to right and left of Landshut, about Rohnstock 
and Hohenfriedberg, hamlets known so well ; and leaving the 
Young Dessauer to command, drives for Berlin (30th October), 
— rapidly, as his wont is. Prince Karl has split-up his force 
at Konigsgratz ; means, one cannot doubt, to go into winter- 
quarters. If he think of invading, across that eaten Country 
and those bad Mountains, — well, our troops can all be got 
together in six-hours time. 

i Fr^d^ric Baron de Trenck, Mimoires^ traduits fa 7 ‘ lui-mime (Strasburg and 
Paris, 1789), i. 74-79. 


received the Knglish ratifinition of tlwit ( onvontitMi of Ilun- 
over, Higoed Wfith August, alniosL a mouth ago; m)l ratiluKl 
till September About, which then* luul lallerly been 

some anxiety, lest his liriUunie Mujesly himself might have 
broken-oir from it. With Austria, with Saxony, Britannic 
Majesty has l)eon enlirely \Hisueee.ssf\il : ' May not Soln*, 

perhaps, be a fresli persuasive liopes I'riedriidi ; hut as to 
Britannic Maje.sty’.s bmiking-off, his thoughts nn* far from 
that, if we knew ! Poor Majesty : not long since, Supnane 

Jove of Germany; and now is like to he swallowed in 

ragaumdln street-riots; not a thuuderholt within clutcli of 
him (tlumderbolta all slicking in the n\ud of the Netherlands, 
far oft), and not a constable's stnlf of tlu* leas! idfa'acy ! 
Consider these dales in combination. Battle of Sohr was on 
Thursday September \^0th ; 

preceding, Sv.ptrmhvr was Much a I.ord'M Hny in l)ie City 
of Edinburgh, an luid not Ikmmi hoou not Hince denny ticddcMH 

stool wont Hying at U»o head, alnoo a humlrcd yearn hoforc. 

Uig alarin-holl hursting-out in Lho mid die of divine serv icc ; emptying all 
the ChnrohcH Highland roholH juHt at hand ! ") into ihuo'ral Mealing 
of tho InlmhitanlH, into Cliaos como Jigahi, lor llm nc^l loi ly Imurn. 
in tho gaunt midnight, 'Ihcsday VI a,m., f.m*lncl viith al)uut 
Oumcroua, waiting slight opjuu'luuity, cr\iwhcd-iu thrtmgU the NVlluwlmw 
Port; and* — And, ahout noon of tlmt day, a pmu’ iViond of uur«, Uiitor- 
ing expectant in tlm r(»ad Unit Icnda hy St* Aullnmy‘H Well, »aw making 
entry into putornal Holyrood, llm Young IVt^lcndiW, in por#8Jin, who !« 
just hoing proclaimed Prince of Al'ah'H, tip in the High street ymnicr I 
^ A tall sloiidor young man, ahout five feat tan iiiclir^ liigh ; of a ruddy 
complexion, high-iiOHod, largo rolling hrown ayen ; long viwagad, rt'd- 
haired, Imtat that Lima wore a pale pari wig. Hawns inn Highland hnhit* 
(coat); 'over the Hhouldar a hlua hiimIj wrought uilh gsdil; rad velvet 
breechcH; a groon volvat honnat, with whita cocknda on it and a gold 
lace. Ills Hpoech HoonuMl vary lika tlmt of an IriMliman ; vary niy * (how 
did you know, my poor friend ?) ;■ npjdca iiflan to O’Sullium * (thought 
to be a person of Homo connHal ; had haan tutor to MnlllahoU^N Hoyn. Itnd 
even tried some irregular fighting undar MnillalmiN) Uo O'Sullivan 
and 1 * * * Ami on Saturday, in ahort, anma VimUmptins, ^•humgh of 

^ nciulerson, inx:h/ami /V/WAW/, p. 14* 


of (latOH I 


Sunday \k\ Oclohor, King's Adjulunt, ('iiptain Molknulorr, 
a young Olllc'er dosinTcdly in favour, arrivos at. Harlin with thn 
joyful tidings of this Sohr husinoss (‘ Praiisnitz ' we tluMi 
called it): to the joy of all Prussians, especially of a Queen 
Mother, for whom ihen^ is a Letter in pcMieih iVfter brief 
congratulation, Mollendorf rushes on; having n(‘xt to give the 
Old Dessauer notice of it ii\ his Oaui)) at Dieskau, in the. 
Ilallc neighhourhooiL Mollendorf appears in Halle stuldenly 
next morning, Moiulay, about leu oVloek, sixteen ])oslillions 
trumpeting, and at their swiftest trot, in front of him ; 
sliooting, likt’ a nielocliouH inorning-slar, across llie. rusty old 
city, in this maniu*r, to Dieskau Lamp, where he gives the 
Old Dessauer Ins good ntuvs. Dxeellent \‘ielory indeed ; 
sharp striking, swift si^lf-help on our part, Halle and the 
('amp have enough to think of, for this day and the next. 
Whither Mollendorf went next, we will not ask: perhaps to 
Brnnswiek and other coiisangnineous plaees ? L(‘rlain it is, 

^On ^Ve(lm‘H(lrly (Uli, ulxnU two In Llio sfternooju tlio Old Dt^HHinier 
1ms hi» whole Army druwieont. there, with a^ecn la their Imts, ot 

Dlenkiin, doHe Jipoii the Ssxtju I'Vontler ; find, nfler NWiiMhlnK nnd 
mntKiMivring nhoiit in the lii^dieHt militnry Htyh^ of srt, rnniu them ull in 
lino, or two Muiln)>le llneH, iin,tH)t) of them ; nnd tlien, witli ehingorotm 
outhurst of trumpet, kettledrum nnd nil mnnner of Ihdd -muHie, hri'H'Oir 
his united artillery a llrnt lime ahntmt sUaivin^ Die very hills Uy mndi n 
thimderouH penl, in the Htii) nRernoon, Ami innrK, eloNe ftlted into the 
artillery peni, rmnmenreM n roilln^^ lire, like fi peni Hprend-out In thremlN, 
Hpurkling HtriiMfudy to t'ye nml ear ; from riM:lit to left, long Hpennf of fire 
and sharp ntroke^ of Hound, darting niolt, HureeHHivei HlmnltaneoiiN, 
winding lor the spare of milen, then hark liy the rear line, nnd home to 
the Htarting'-polnt : very grand indeed. Again, nnd also again, the 
artillery peal, nnd rolling Hnuiltarms fitted into it, is repeated ; a seroiid 
and a third time, kettleilrunm and irumpets doing what lh(\v ran. 'ritai 
was the Old UeHsauer’s henfiring (what Is railed /ru dryfoV), for I lie 
Victory of Sohr ; andihle almnst at Ddp-sig, if the wind wi're wentiudy. 
Overpowering .to tlm human mind; at least, to the old Neunpajuu- 
reporter of that day. Hut uhnt was Htraiigest In the IniHineMH,* eonlinucN 
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he ^ {das Curmiseste dahey)^ was that the Saxon Uhlans, lying about in the 
villages across the Border, were out in the fields, watching the sight, 
hardly 300 yards ofi, from beginning to end ; and little dreamed that his 
High-Princely Serenity,* blue of face and dreadful in war, "was quite 
close to them, on the Height called Bornhock ; condescending to "" take 
all this into High-Serene Eye-shine there ; and, by having a white flag 
waved, deigning to give signal for the discharges of the artillery/*’ 1 

By this the reader may know that the Old Dessauer is 
alive, ready for action if called on ; and BrLihl ought to 
comprehend better how riskish his game with edge-tools is. 
Briihl is not now in an unprepared state : — here are Uhlans 
at one’s elbow looking on. Rutowski’s Uhlans ; who lies 
encamped, not far off, in good force, posted among morasses ; 
strongly entrenched, and with schemes in his head, and in 
Bruhl’s, of an aggressive, thrice-secret and very surprising 
nature I I remark only that, in Heidelberg Country, vic- 
torious old Traun is putting his people into winter-quarters ; 
himself about to vanish from this History,^ — and has detached 
General Griine with 10,000 men; who left Heidelberg 
October 9th, on a mysterious errand, heeded by nobody ; and 
will turn-up in the next Chapter. 


CHAPTER XIII 

SAXONY AND AUSTRIA MAKE^-A SURPRISING LAST 
ATTEMPT 

After this strenuous and victorious Campaign, which has 
astonished all public men, especially all Pragmatic Gazetteers, 
and with which all Europe is disharmoniously ringing, Fried- 
rich is hopeful there will be Peace, through England ; — cannot 
doubt, at least, but the Austrians have had enough for one 

^ Nelden-Geschichtei i, 1124. 

* Went to Siebtnhiirg&n (Transylvania) as Governor ; died there February 
1748, age seventy.one {Marta Theresiens Leboty p. 56 n,). 


ar; hiki iooks iDrvmni lo ceruun nionuis, u uoi c>i re.sr, 

b of nnothtT kind of activity. Negotiation, IVnci* Uirongh 
iglaiul, if |)08Hil)lu; that in the high pri/o i and in tlu» oilier 
so, or in any case, readincKH for next (’ain))aign ; — which 
th tho fcrcu.snrv exhnu.sled, and no honourable subsidy from 
nnee, is a didleiilt problem. 

That was Fricalrieh'H, and everybody's, program of alVairH 
r the inontliH coming : but in that bViedrich ami cvervhodv 
inul theniHelves greatly nuHlaken. Hrhlil ami the AoslrianH 
d decided otherwise. ‘ Ofuai mouseLrapd at Slriegmi ; elaws 
the Bleeping cat, at Sohr : these were Htul experiences; ill 
hear, with the SeaThiwem grumbling on you, and the 
>vld Hidlllng its pity on you ; hut are not conclusive, are 
ly provoking and (sven maddening, to the Kangidm* inijul. 
VO sad iailuivH ; hut let us try another lime. ^ A tricky 
in; cunning enough, your King of Prussia ! ' thinks Hriihl, 
th a fellMCSH of humour against 1 ‘Viedrich which is little 
nceivahle to us now; ‘('turning enough. Hut it is possibh' 
nuing may lie mtrpasMtsl by deeper cunning !' and decitles, 
uienslein and an indignant Mmpress kliicen H>‘St‘nling eagerly, 
lat there shall, in the profoundt'Hl seereev till it break out, 
a third, ami mueh fiercer iriid, this Wilder yel. 'The 
■uhhUarteuHtein plan (owing mainly \iy llu* Jliissiau llugbear 
lich hung over it, jn'oteclive, but with wlums of its own) 
.derwent eliaiiges, Huccessive nslacliouH or editiouH ; whieh 
e reader would grudge to hear explained to him.' Of the 
al or acted edition, some Ioohu notion, sullicient for our 
!rpoH(‘, may he collected from llm following fraelioim of 
)teH : ^ 

YowwiW l7//» (iiiUrinr ({f' (4&mmtyy), ^ * * FaUlnmrNcIml) hliui- 

i&nt von <iriUu), a (leiiernl of mark, datach^tl liy Trauit ant long Ninro, 
m the lUiine (.'ountry, with a force of iO,rKK) ineaj why i« he mnroliitig 

Account of them inOrllcli, (t 373.317^ (ftoio vAtloiu t’siprra) j 

m ihc contcrnjHirrtry awlirirol Uainphlrt, * of 

Kinfiliinc, l»y Matiiut (‘mkon, ( apiitiu i»f a htairo Aimy.* 

' See Mr|i ('two h’iisl SUrsiaa NYwra), rad of v«i). iv. 
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about; first to Bnireuth Country^ ‘^^at Hofj November 9tlij as if for 
Bohemia; then norths to Gera (^Hies at Gera till the 17 th as if for 
Saxony Proper? Prince Karlj you would certainly say^ has gone into 
winter-quarters ; about Kbuigsgriitzj and fartlier on ? Gone or going, 
sure enough, is Prince Karl, into the convenient Bohemian districts, 
uncertain which particular districts ; at least the Young Dessauer, 
watching him from tlie Silesian side, is uncertain which. Better be 
vigilant, Prince Leopold ! — Griine, lying at Gera yonder, is not intending 
for Prince Karl, then? No, not thither. Then ])crhaps towards Saxony, 
to reinforce the Saxons ? Or somewhither to find fat winter-quarters : 
who knows? Indeed, who cares particularly, for such incousiderahle 
Griine and his 10,000 ! — 

^The Saxons quitted their inexpugnable Camp towards Halle, some 
time ago ; went into cantonments farther inland ; — the Old Dessauer 
(middle of October) having done the like, and gone home .* his force lies 
rather scattered, for convenience of food and forage. From the Silesian 
side, again. Prince Leopold, whose head-quarters are about Striegau, 
intimates, Tliat he cannot yet say, with certainty, wlaat districts Prince 
Karl will occupy for wiuter-quarters in Bohemia. Prince Karl is vaguely 
roving about; detaching Pandours to the Silesian Mountains, as if for 
checking our victorious Nassau there; — always rather creeping north- 
ward ; skirting W estern Silesia with his main force ; 30,000 or better, 
with Lobkowitz and Nadasti ahead. Meaning what? Be vigilant, my 
young friend, 

^The private fact is, Prince Karl does not mean to go into winter- 
quarters at all. In private fact, Prince Karl is one of Three mysterious 
Elements or Currents, sent on a far errand : Griine is another : 
Rutowskfs Saxon Cgimp (now become Cantonment) is a third. Three 
Currents instinct with fire and destruction, but as yet quite opaque ; 
which have been launched, — wliitherward thinks the reader? On Berlin 
itself, and the Mark of Brandenburg ; there to collide, and ignite in a 
marvellous manner. There is their meeting-point : there shall they, on 
a sudden, smite one another into flame ; and the destruction blaze, fiery 
enough, round Friedrich and his owu Brandenburg homesteads there 1 — 

^ It is a grand scheme ; scheme at least on a grand scale- For the leffs 
of it, Grune’s march and Prince KarPs, are about 600 miles long ! Plan 
due chiefly, they say, to the yellow rage of Bruhl ; aided by the con- 
trivance of llutowski, and the counsel of Austrian military men. For 
there is much consulting about it, and redacting of it; Polish Majesty 
himself very busy. To BriihPs yellow rage it is highly solacing and 
hopeful. ^^Rutowski, lying close in his Cantonments, and then suddenly 
springing-out, will overwhelm the Old Dessauer, who lies wide ; — can do 
it, surely ; and Grune is there to help if necessary. Dessauer blown to 
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CJrilno hiiuHolf upon Horliii^ --iVtun tlio woNt and Bouth, tiobody oxpccLiiif^ 
him. IVmco Knrl, not Ukinj^ into winlor-qiifirtorn in Hohomm, nu tlusy 
idly think ; hut falling down tins Valltiy of tljo llobcr, or Hobor and 
Quoisfl; iuto tho (to CuirliU) Ciubon, whero wo havo MagayduoH for 

him), coiuoH upon it from lijo Houlb-oaht,'— nobody oxpor.titjg any of 
them. Thrt‘0 HimulUniuma ArmioH hurled ou llio Imud of your Frio.d- 
rieh ; coinbuntlble dolugcH flowing towards hhu; as from the ondw of 
(iormnny; so opn(|U 0 j Hilont, y<'t of fire wholly; will not that Hurpriso 
him !*' IhinkH Hrilhl. Tliene am the seljemes of the liulo man.’ 

Brulil, having constilulotl himHulf rival to Fvietlvich, and 
fallen into )>aU' or yellow ragt'. by t!\e eonrsc thingn tot)k, this 
rian is nalurally his chief joy, or crown of joys; a huhhling 
well of Holace to him in Ins parched condition. lie should, 
obviously, have kept it seend ; thrice-seeret:, Uu* little fool 
but a poor parched man is not always nnister of Ins pnvato 
bubbling wells in tbat kind ! Wolfslierna is Swedisli Envoy 
at Dresden ; Undenskjdld, vSwedish Envoy at Herliii, has run 
over to see him in the tlim November days. Swedes, since 
Ulrupie's marriage, are friendly to Pnjssia. Briilil has tliese 
two men to dinner; talks with tliem, over his wine, about 
Friedrich's insulting usage of him, among other topics, 
‘In.sulling; bow, your ICxeelleney ? ' iisks HudenHkJdld, 
privately a friend of Fritulrieh, Jlri'dil explains, with voice 
quivering, those cuts in the Friedrich manifesto of August 
last, and other griefs sudereil ; the two Swedes soothing him 
with what oil they have ready. * No nuilter ! ' hints Briihl ; 
and proceeds from hint to hint, till tl\e two Swedes are fully 
aware of the grand scheme; (Jri’me, Prince Karl; and how 
Destruction, willi legs 600 milcM long, is nleadily advancing 
to assuage one wit); just revenge. " lliglit, your Excellency !' 
— only Uiat UndenHkjhld proceeds to Ikwlin ; and tlicre 
straightway (‘HU; November') punctually makes Friedrich 
also aware.^ Foolish Driihl : a man that h/w a secret sliould 
not only hide it, but hide llmt he lias it to hide. 

* Huntcl, iv. aOa } lUekr, s'w, 317*3^3; KTlcfirich’u own mxrtAtivc! of It, 
CKuvrtSi iii. (48. 
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Frxednch goes-out to meet his Three-legged Monster ; cuts one 

Leg of it in two (Fight of Hennersdorf, 23d November 

1745) 

Friedrich, having heard the secret, gazes into it with 
horror and astonishment : ‘ What a time I have ! This is 
not living ; this is being killed a thousand times a day i ’ ^ — 
with hoiTor and astonishment; but also with Avhat most 
luminous flash of eyesight is in him ; compares it with Prince 
Karl’s enigmatic motions, GrUne'*s open ones and the other 
phenomena ; — perceives that it is an indisputable fact, and a 
thrice-formidable ; requiring to be instantly dealt with by 
the party interested ! Whereupon, after hearty thanks to 
Iludenskjold, there occur these rapidly successive phases of 
activity, which we study to take-up in a curt form. 

First (probably 9th or 10th November), there is Council 
held with Minister Podewils and the Old Dessauer ; Council 
from which comes little benefit, or none. Podewils and Old 
Leopold stare incredulous ; cannot be made to believe such a 
thing, ‘ Impossible any Saxon minister or man would volun- 
tarily bring the theatre of war into his own Country, in this 
manner 1 ’ thinks the Old Dessauer, and persists to think, — on 
what obstinate ground Friedrich never knew. To which 
Podewils, « who has properties in the Lausitz, and would so 
fain think them safe,’ obstinately, though more covertly, 
adheres. ^ Impossible I ’ urge both these Councillors ; and 
Fidedrich cannot even make them believe it. Believe it ; and, 
alas, believing it is not the whole problem ! 

Happily Friedrich has the privilege of ordering, with or 
without their belief. ‘ You, Podewils, announce the matter 
to foreign Courts. You, Serene Highness of Anhalt, at your 
swiftest, collect yonder, and encamp again. Your eye well 
on Griine and Rutowski ; and the instant I give you signal—! 

^ Ranke (iii. 321 n.) ; to whom said, we are not told. 



I am for Sili'sia, to look-aflor Prmco Karl, the other lonp; 
leg of this llusiness.' Old Leopold, according to Friedrich ’h 
account, is visibly gh\d of s\u'h op])ovl\nntY to (iglit again 
boforo he die : and yet, for no reason except some senile 
jealousy, is not contimt with thest* arrang(Mnenls ; pervt‘rsely 
objecls to this and that. At lenglh the King says, think 
of this hard word, and of tlu* ey(‘.s that accompany it! 
*Whcn your Highness gels Armies of your own, you will 
order them aecording to your mind; at present, it must he 
according to mine.’ On, Hum ; ami not a moment lost ; for 
of all things we must he swift! 

Old Leopold goes aeeordingly. h’lmslrieh himself goes in 
fi week hence. Orders, correspondences from Podewils and 
tlio rest, are Hying right and left; to Young Ix'opold in 
Silesia, first of all. Young Lt‘opold draws out his forces 
towards the Silesian-*I.misilx border, where Prince KuiTs in- 
tentions are now becoming visible. And,- here is the .vrmm/ 
|)hase notable, 

*On ]\Ioiulay 15th,' at 7 a.m.,’ I'riedricli rushes off, by 
C’ro.ssen, full speetl for lai'guil'/; ‘with Uolhenhurg, with llu* 
Prince of Prussia atid I'Vrdinand of Hrnnswiek accompanying.’ 
With what Iboughts, though, in his face, you can read 
nothing; all Berlin being already in sueli Ireinor! bViedrich 
is in laegnil'/ m‘xl day ; and afli'r m'edful preliminaries 
there, do(‘s, on tlu' Thursday following, *at Nieder • Adelsdorf,' 
not far olf, take aclnal eommand of Prince Leopold’s Army, 
which Imd lain eneamiied for some days, wailing him. And 
now with such force in hand, M5,0()0, soldiers every man of 
them, and freshened by a month’s rest, one will endeavour 
to do some good upon Prine(' Karl. , Protiahly sooner than 
Prince Karl supposes, h\)r thtn*e is great velocity in this 
young King; a ]>tinlherdike suddenne.ss of spring in lum : 
cunning, loo, lus any h'elis of tliem ; and with claws like the 
Felis Leo on oeeasion, Here ftillows the brief Cumtavign that 
BUHued, which I strive greatly to abridge. 

* ' l 8 lh,‘ i, 402 (sre \ 12 a), 
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Prince Karl’s intentions towards Frankfurt-on-Oder Country, 
through the Lausitz, are now becoming practically manifest, 
lliere is a Magazine for him at Guben, within thirty miles j 

of Frankfurt; an-angements getting ready all the way. A , 

winter march of 150 miles; — but what, say the spies, is ' 

to hinder? Prince Karl dreams not that Friedrich is on 
the ground, or that anybody is aware. Which notion Fried- 
rich finds that it will be extremely suitable to maintain 
in Prince Karl. Friedrich is now at Adelsdorf, some thirty 
miles eastward of the Lausitz Border, perhaps forty or 
more from the route Prince Karl will follow through that 
Province, 

'It is a high-lying irregularly hilly Country ; hilly, not mountainous. 

Various streams rise out of it that have a long course, — among others, 
the Spree, which washes Berlin , — especially three Valleys cross it, three 
Rivers with their Valleys : Bober, Queiss, Neisse (the third Neisse we have 
come upon) ; all running northward, pretty much parallel, though all 
branches of the Oder. This is Neisse Thirdj we say; not the Neisse of 
Neisse City, which we used to know at the north base of the Giant 
Mountains, nor the Roaring Neisse, which we have seen at Hohen- 
friedberg ; but a third ’ — (and the fourth and last, 'Black Neisse,' thank 
Heaven, is an upper branch of this, and we have, and shall have, nothing 
to do with it!) — 'third Neisse, which we may call the Lausitz Neisse. I 

On which, near the head of it, there is a fine old spinning, liuen-weaving 
Town called Zittau, — where, to make it memorable, one Tourist has 
read, on the Townhouse, an Inscription worth repeating : " Bene facer t 
H male audire regium esty To do good and have evil said of you, is ; 

a kingly thing.’* Other Towns, as Gbrlitz, and seventy miles farther the | 

above-said Guben, lie on this same Neisse, — shall we add that Herrnhuth \ 

stands near the head of it ? The wondrous Town of Herrnhuth {Lord^s- 
Keeping), founded by Count Zinzendorf, twenty years before those 
dates;' where are a kind of German Methodist-Quakera to this day, 
who have become very celebrated in the interim. An opulent enough, 
most silent, strictly regular, strange little Town. The women are in 
uniform ; wives, maids, widow's, each their form of dress. Missionaries, 
speaking flabby English, who have been in the West Indies or are going 
thither, seem to abound in the place ; male population otherwise, I 
should think, must be mainly doing trade elsewhere; nothing but 
prayers, preachings, charitable boarding-schooling and the like, appeared 

' ' In 1722, the first tree felled ' [lives of Zinzendorf). i 


to 00 golUK too ui^rruMimi m at^aoiuuli I'otniiod ; C juvinintic SjiliOaLh 
douo into Stoiio/’ no ono ofiu)’ oompimioUH onllod it/^ 

IFornihutli, of which all ICngliHlunoii Imvo liiMinl, Ktanda near tho hojul 
oftluH our tlilnl NoIhho ; an dooa Ziltau, a fow iniloH highor up, I can <l<) 
nothing nioro to givo it mark for thiMu, Hol»or Valloy^ tluni QuoIhh 
Valley, wliirh run parallel thotigh they join at laatj and Ijocoine lh»boi* 
wholly heforo getting into tho Oder,— tliese two VnlluyH and UivtM-a Ho 
in Kriedrieh*K own 'I’erritory ; and arc between liiin and tho IjiuiaiUR, 
QneiHH River being the lumndury of Sileala and the UiUMit'A hero, lb 1 h 
down tlje Neinno that Ihdnee Karl mentiH to march, art\ SaxouH 

already gatbewing nlnmt Zitlau ; and down uh far uh (hiben they nro 
malting MagazIneH and arrangementH, for it in all their own Oountry in 
thoKO yearn, tlnmgh mont of it ia hruHHiifH now, Prince KarTa march 
will go parallel to the Holier and the (^tieiMH ; Heparated from tlie Qiumhh 
in IbiH part liy an tindulaling Uilb tract <if twenty inilcH or more. 

Frictlrit’h Inis luul souuiwhat to mRllo for tho Soulhorn 
Frontier of Silesia willial, which now doggericH of PamhuirH 
arc invading,- to lit* ready for Jh'inct? Karl on hin return 
thither, whoKo grand uivaning all Ihls while (a.s Friedrich 
wtdl knows), ia ‘Silesia in tlu* liini])’ again, had he ouetj cut 
US oil' from Hrandenhurg and our supplies ! (itnu’ral Nassau, 
far eastward, who is doing exploits in Moravia ilstdf,' him 
Friedrich has onleretl homeward, westward to his own side 
of the iMonnlainH, to attend these ik'W Fandour gentlemen; 
VVinterfeld he has culled hotue, out of those Southern 
inountainH, as likely to he usi'fnler here on this VVesierii 
fronti(*r. Winl(*rfeld arrived in (amp the same day with 
Friedrich; nttd is sent forwfird with a body of H, ()()() light 
troops, to keep watch ahout the I^iusiU Frontier and the 
Hiver Vueiss; * enreful not to cpiil our own side of that 
stream,' as we mean to hoodwink Frinee Karl, if we van ! 

Friedrieli lies strictly within Ins own borders, for a day or 
two; I, ill Fritire Karl march, till his own arrangements an; 
com|)h*le. l'Vi(*drich hiimadf keeps the Hoher, WinUadehl 

the hlueiss ; 'all pass fretdy out of the l^uisit'/ ; none are 
allowed to cross into it: therehy we liear notice of l*rineu 
Karl, he none of us,' Ferfeclly t|uiescenl, we, poor eiawiLures, 
^ T<>ufisi\ NmIc (Auluum 1852). 
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(aoth Nov. 1745 

and aware of nothing ! Thus, too, Friedrich, — in spite of 
his warlike Manifesto, which the Saxons are on the eve of 
answering with a formal Declaration of War , — affects great 
rigour in considering the Saxons as not yet at war with 
him : respects their frontier, Winterfeld even punishes hussars 
^ for trespassing on Lausitz ground/ Friedrich also affects 
to have roads repaired, which he by no means intends to 
travel : — the whole with a view of lulling Prince Karl ; 
of keeping the mousetrap open, as he had done in the 
Striegau case. It succeeded again, quite as conspicuously, 
and at less expense. 

Prince Karl, — whose Tolpatch doggery Winterfeld will not 
allow to pass the Queiss, and to whom no traveller or tidings 
can come from beyond that River, — discerns only, on the 
farther shore of it, Winterfeld with his 3,000 light troops. 
Behind these, he discerns either nothing, or nothing im- 
mediately momentous ; but contentedly supposes that this, 
the superficies of things, is all the solid-content they have. 
Prince Karl gets under way, therefore, nothing doubting ; 
with his Saxons as vanguard. Down the Neisse Valley, on 
the right or Queiss ward side of it : Saturday 20 th November, 
is his first march in Lusatian territory. He lies that night 
spread-out in three Villages, Schonberg, Schonbrunn, Kies- 
lingswalde ; ^ some ten miles long ; parallel to the Neisse 
River, and about four miles from it, east or Queissward of 
it. Karl himself is rear, at Schonberg ; fierce Lobkowitz is 
centre; the Saxons are vanguard, 6,000 in all, posted in 
Villages, which again are some ten or twelve miles ahead of 
Prince Karl'‘s forces ; the Queiss on their right hand, and the 
Naumburg Bridge of Queiss, where Winterfeld now is, about 
fifteen miles to east. Their Uhlans circulate through the 
intervening space (were much patrolling needed, in such quiet 
circumstances), and maintain the due communication. There 
lies Prince Karl, on Saturday night 20th November 1745; 

1 i. 407 (Bericht von der Action bey Kalholisch-Hennersdorf, etc,). 



an Army of porhapn 40,000, dangerously straggling-out above 
twenty miles long; and appears to see no dinieulty ahead. 
The Saxons, I think, are to continue where they arc; guard- 
ing the Hank, while the IVinee and Lohkowitz push forward, 
closer hy Ntdsse lliver. In four marches more, they can he in 
Brandonhurg, with (luhen and their Magazines at hand. 

Seeing which stale of tnatlers, VVinlerfeld giv(»s I'Viedrieli 
notice of it; and that he, Wiuterfeld, ihinka tlic? moment is 
come. ‘Bontoons to Naumhurg, Llien!’ orders Kriedrieln 
Winterfeld, at the |)roper moment, is to form a Bridge there. 
One permanent Bridge there almuly is; and two fords, one 
above it, one below : with a second Bridge, there will he 
roadway for four columns, and a swift transit when needful. 
Sunday filnt, Friedrich ipiils the Bober, diligently towards 
Naumhurg; marches Stuulay, Monday; Tuesday KlJd, about 
eleven A, M., begins to arrive lher(‘; Wiuterfeld and passages 
all ready. Forward, then, ami let us drive-in upon Prince 
Karl ; and cither cut him in two, or force him to figlit us ; 
lie little thinks where or on whal lenns. Sure, enough, in 
the worst place we can choose for him ! Friedrich begins 
crossing in four columns at one r.M. ; crosses conlimiously for 
four hours; unopjacii-d, exce[)t some Hkirndshing of dhlans, 
while his (’nvulry is riding the h\)nU to right and left; 
Uhlans were driven hack swiftly, so soon as the ( avalry got 
over. At five in the evening, he bus got entirely across, 
fJ/),0()() horse and foot; Zietlu'ii is chasing the Uhlans at 
full speed : who at Uwuit will show us the way, for hy this 
time a mist 1ms l)egun falling, and the brief daylight is done, 
Friedrich himself, without waiting for the rear of his force, 
and some while hefoiti this mist fell (as I judge), is ptislnng 
forward, *a miller lad for his guide,' across to 1 feimersdorf,- 
Kutlmliseh-IIennersdorf, a long straggling Village, eight or 
ten miles (jff, and itself two miles long, where he under- 
stands the .Sixons an\ Miller lad guides uh, over height <ind 
hollow, witli his la^sl skill, at a brisk pace; Ihrougli one 
hollow, where he has known the cattle pasture in summer 


Nii \ OU UUhll tltlUllt* tuillt'C 

l.ul n iV \rfe* :^lii*“!:f-'i.i, \^r Au\ fiiul [mnage 

ihr st I , * isii i|ua5«n\iri' pn^^irtl ll^ti lurk 

nf lai , iVu Uu* fu tl» ImU tM* uatj^uunl thrre, 

UrM*r r-XI^ ling IH rai tha! ?aa!r S<> tli.fet thr* vanguiutl^ 
Tlirtlan anuir hu r’isf*!!**!!! <»f it, 

Zirthru nrjni-5 lu hr Im-i iuUj ihr Inniy of 

llriutrrMiurf, * fouiul lUv ^ Quivilrruant« i ijuirlly pav- 
ing ht« nn’H ‘ * h*\ /srUirji, t«ilrrah!\ naiilrr of Urn* 

run’^itirft «mi*1 v!hH th«* ra* stuv till f hr ‘»Utrr huvr nmu' up. 

Of ctmm^ Fra'«Hn h now jnnlo'^ <>n, dnnhir *>prril ; tlrtnrhrs 
t^Uu*f fortT*! hin^r and hnit %»tliu h wa.^ hn k\, in\ infunU" 
tint ; for thf* Zirihrn j^rfluig iNHNt phunlrr, )mtl by 

no nu^nru ilrniohdird Un- >a%Mn^ . hut h.id Irft Ihrm liino to 
tlrnw«np in tinn uulrr, n hrdgr in front* a UuK* of 

thu \HllHgr ; ftitfu whs* h jHOit* nsin*>^nthUilr h\ Zn tinus, tlu’V 
winilil havr |^ut ^fr ufl \n thr uron InNlv, With Hitlr hut an 
iilTronl «nd mjiui- hn^ of *V\xr ju’w fonv, n mpbl 

Kntrlrr with light ln>r^‘ n» thr sun, t usva'i'^iw suul foot vnjmllv 
following liinu \UVA sin- lung Vtihtgr* * throngli a thin 

W(hh 1 a^ul SI tlrfilr ' i fnnU tin- rsn-m^ hnnly niiiks-tl ni ntmvi* 
mud; mvfttry ihr-iir Irft* ifshtntiy t»n right, tionkr«t hv nn inn 
jnjUQilrKhU* ; nntl nt tnnr ^lukr’i in. At ujicr, Kal/.lrr 

doo«j on urder givru ; hut for ttso Wmk. rhiirg»*'>, lin; l)Slt 

i» comtUir^rhurgi'^h tumlsli-t! ImrU ; thr Stuors *, Iou m- iuhI tool, 
showing widlttni tight At trngUn niorr lh'uv,in?s him* 
conuug up» cuinuiHier>i rhnrgr^ tlunu in front, ihngtjtui« in 
flank, liumsatfi in rrnr; nil nttnoking nt onon, nncl wish n will; 
and the poor Sjuon Cavnln U rnlirrly rtil lt> dirril ^ 

And now Uusns mnain^ only iht^ Itihuilrv* prihapn jthout 
1, 000 men (if one must gue^n) ; who ftsrm n «»tpmro ; ply 
vigorously their field pieces ntul th«*ir fire sinon ; ntid ennnot 
bo broken by hur»e» charges. In fact* the^* Sn\tois nuuic a 
fierce resistance; — UU, hchm* long, Prtni*iinn Infantry cnuu* 
np ; and, with counter field pieces and mtisktdrieH, hhi'jfs’tl 


ga})s ia tluMi) ; U}>()n which tlu*. C’avalrv got adniiltaiu’C, and 
retluceil Uic gallant fellows nearlv wholly to annihilation 
either by dcalh or cai)turi‘. 'rinMv are 914 Prisoners in this 
Action, 4 big guns, anil I know not how many kettleclrumH, 
standards and Iho like, all that were there, I suppose, 'rhe 
mnnber of dead not given.' JUii, in brief, this Saxon Force 
is uttijrly cut to pieces ; and only seatiered twos luul Ihreea 
of it rush through ihe dark mist ; scattering terror to this 
hand and that. 'I'he PniHsiaim take their post at and round 
Ilennemlorf tliat niglit ; - hivouaeking, though only in sack 
trousers, a blanket each inan:‘- *MVe work hanl, luy men, 
and sillier all things for a day or two, that it may save nmeh 
work afterwanls,' said the King to them ; and they cheerfully 
hivouaeked. 

This was the Action of Katholiseh-IIennersdorf, fought on 
Tuesday J^Hd NovemluT 174/5 ; and still eelehrnled in the 
IVussian Annals, and reckoned a brilliant passage of war, 
Aa///o/MrA>I femiemlorf, some ten miles soiith-wesl; of Nauni- 
burg OH ilw (Jaeixf (for there are, to my knowledge, 'Twenty- 
l!v(‘ other Villages billed Ihmnersdorf, and Three several 
'Towns of Naumhurg, and many ('astles and Ilainlids so 
named in dear (iennany of llie Nomenelatures) : Katholiseh- 
Ileiinersdorf is the place, and 'I'uesday about dusk the time. 
A sharp brush of (igliling; not great in quaulily, hut laid-in 
at the right monient, in the right place, l.ike the prick of a 
needle, tluly sharp, into the spinal marrow of a gigantic 
object ; lolallv ruinous to such object. N(‘vcr, or rarely, in 
thi* Annals of War, was m much good got of so little fight- 
ing. You may, with labour and peril, plunge a hundred 
dirks into your hon eonslrielor ; liack him willi axes, I)ray 
him with sledge hiuntners ; I hat is not uneommon ; hut the 
one true priek in the spinal marrow, and Liu* Artist tlial can 
guide YOU well to that, lie and it are the notable and liene- 
(icent plicuumenn. 

* (Hluh, ij. ;Jigi ; i. 400-413. 


Priiur Karh mi in twoy tumbles home n^iin douhk-tjuwk 

Noxl; morning, Wednesday iMdh* I ho Prussian.s nro oarly 
iUHtir again; gro[)ing, on all mannor t)f nnulH, to find whal 
Prince Karl Is (loing, in n world all rovorod in thick mint 
They can ihul nothing of him, hut broken tumbrils, Irft 
baggage-wagons, rumour of universal marching hither and 
marcliing Uiilher ; —evidences of un Army falhm into uni- 
versal St. Vitus's Dance ; distractedly hurrying to and fro, 
not knowing whilherwanl for the nu)nicnt, except that it 
must be homewards, hoinewiinls with veloeity. 

Prince Karl's farther movements are not worth parlieular- 
ising, Ordering and eross-ovilering ; uuvvcl\ this way ; no, 
back again: such a scene in that mist. Prims* Karl is {low- 
ing homeward ; eonfusetlly deluging and gurgling southward, 
the best lui cam Next aflto’notju, m*ar (lorlil/, and again 
one otlier lime, he appears dniwm-up, ns if for lighting ; hut 
has lumsolf no Hueh thought; Hies again, without a shot; 
leaves (Jorlil*/. to capiltdale, that afh'rnoon ; all places to 
capitulate, or be evaeuated. We liear In* is for Ziltau ; 
Wintcrfeld with light hoi*He bastiMis after him, gets sight of 
him on the OeiglitH at ZiUuu yonderd ‘about two in the 
morniiig' i hut the Prince 1ms not the least notion to light. 
Prince leaves Zitlau to capilulalc, qnils silently the Ilcighls 
of Zittau at two a.m. (Wintcrfeld, very lively in llie rear of 
him, cutting-ofF his haggagi*) ; and ho lumhles, p<»lhnell, 
through the P^isses of (hihel, honu* to Hoheniia /igaim Ixit 
us save this poor Note from the (in* : 

H)ii Sutiinlny nlglit, Novomlier e 7 lln Ike IVunsinrjw, jiiUNuiapf Prinre 
Karl, wore cAatened in tho nemiltulh tteiKliknarliond, ttty iafonnanL^A 
ro[{lmeut in llio 'rnwn of Hernihnlh itnelf.^ Vi‘h, Uu<re lay llie UruBMiatiB 
over Sunday ; iind niiKkt Ijcar nomo weighty expounder, if they liked, 
Oonflidorahly tlioological, nmny of tlie^e ptHir Prussinn Boldiers ; currying 

* (ICuvm tU iii. 157 j (Erlich, ii. Mjiu 

* FiUhiigii i. ut)i auprili. 


Ih of ovory nitwit nio rruNHiflim; fn<‘h rcgi’ 

t from 5 H)u*rifil I’lmttm, gcMU*i«lly rutlu^r rrligituu u\m» 'Tlii' ollirr 
1 ftro riH’niilH, KulhintMi in ihn Frt'o 'lonim t»f ih^ tir wht^ro 

can bo tUHlingni^hoil by ilovntltin tlu'^o, wo may fancy^ 

trainotl to llio ullornuisil l»y SjmrUn lirill/ 

kforii the wtwk is tloms Ihut * limt leg ' iif tl\u gmnd 
erjirise (llu* Prinn* Kiirl leg) in aueh a h*g an we see, 
esia in ilio hnnj),'— finul tlmiin ugnin, what a tlirain ! 

Dassanrr getting aignah when* ntnv, t<HJ prnhuhly, \h 
[ n\y itself? Hanking again at: An^sig in IhiluMiiia, Prinee 
l 5,000 of his men and nil imjietns ami lire gnne, 
alls gently dnwn the I'dhe, In join Httlnwhki at least ; and 
rea))]iear within fnnr wtw'ks, nnt nf Saxtni Swil/erland, 
rather in dismal lumumr. 

da: Prussian 'IVonjis, in hnir great UivisitniH, are ennlnned 
hat I^uisit/ (Niunlrv, nnw hu tjniei ; in nml aluml Haut/en, 
three other 'Powus of the mdghlnmrluHid ; l<i rejtt, and he 
ly for the Ohl l)e?isauer, when we hear nf him. H'he 
iga/ine at (Juhen in IMH wagnin,' the (Jnrlil/ and oilier 
^a/.ineH of Prime Karl in the tine anmher of wagiinN, 
)ly them willi enmfnrinhle nue\)ierletl j»rn\endtn\ 'Phns 
» lie rauloned ; ami hiiNe with desjuUeh <*lteetually settled 
r part of the prtihlnn, i^hiestinii now is, Ilnw will it 
d with the Old DeRsmier nml hi^ jiarl ? Or, Wetter still, 
nid not perhaps the Sun^oin, in tld^ humilialed sUite, 
pt Peace, ami finish the matter ? 


VUA PTKH X IV 

nATiLr: np Kivs.si'r.HunUF 

t ^f'oinu-smsnrNi k' of a tvilain hXeellenev Villiers, hhigUsh 
iinter at UreMlen, Sir Tlmmas Villien, (hamUather of 
prenenl Karl nf (‘laremlon, was very fnmniH in thnse 
kn; and is still worth ineutnm, a trail uf Krieiirielis 


174 SECOND blDDSiAJN WAJti [iiuuK xv. 

[39th Nov.‘i5th Dec. 1745 

procedure in this crisis. Friedrich, not intoxicated with his 
swift triumph over Prince Xar], but calculating the perils and 
the chances still ahead, — miserably ofF for money too, — 
admits to himself that not revenge or triumph, that Peace is 
the one thing needful to him. November £9th, Old Leopold 
is entering Saxony ; and in the same hours, Podewils at 
Berlin, by order of Friedrich, writes to Villiers who is in 
Dresden, about Peace, about mediating for Peace : ^ My King 
ready and desirous, now as at all times, for Peace ; the terms 
of it known ; terms not altered, not alterable, no bargaining 
or higgling needed or allowable. Convention of H mover ^ let 
his Polish Majesty accede honestly to that, and* all these 
miseries are ended.’ ^ 

Villiers starts instantly on this beneficent business ; ‘ goes 
to Court, on it, that very night ** ; Villiers shows himself really 
diligent, reasonable, loyal ; doing his very best now and after- 
wards ; but has no success at all. Polish Majesty is obstinate, 
— I always think, in the way sheep are, when they feel them- 
selves too much put upon ; — and is deaf to everybody but 
Brlihl. Bruhl answers : ^Let his Prussian Majesty retire from 
our Territory; — what is he doing in the Lausitz just now! 
Retire from our Territory ; then we will treat I ” Brlihl still 
refuses to be desperate of his bad game ; — at any rate, Brlihrs 
rage is yellower than ever. That very evening, while talking 
to Villiers, he has had preparations going on ; — and next 
morning takes his Master, Polish Majesty August iii., witli 
some comfortable minimum of apparatus (cigar-boxes not 
forgotten), off to Prag, where they can be out of danger till 
the thing decide itself. Villiei's follows to Prag ; desists not 
from his eloquent Letters, and earnest j^ersuasions at Prag ; 
but begins to perceive that the means of persuading Brlihl 
will be a much heavier kind of artillery. 


du J^oi avic Sir Thomas Villurs j * commences, on Podewils^s 
28th November; on Friedrich’s, 4th December; ends, on Villier’s, iSth 
Decem^r ; fourteen Pieces in all, four of them Friedrich’s : Given in CEuvrts 
fU Fridinc, uu 183.216 (see ibid, 158), and in many other Books. 


George, though Purse-holder, >vhat is his success here? As 
little is the Russian Bugbear persuasive on Friedrich himself. 
The Czarina of the Russias, a luxurious lady, of far more 
weight than insight, has just noLified to him, with more 
emphasis than ever, That he shall not attack Saxony ; that if 
lie do, she with considerable vigour will attack him ! That 
has always been a formidable puzzle for Friedrich : however, 
he rellccts that the Russians never could draw sword, or be 
ready with their Army, in less than six months, probably not 
in twelve ; and has answered, translating it into polite odlcial 
terms : Fee-faw-fum, your Czarish Majesty ! Question is not 
now of attacking, but of being myself attacked I ’ — and so is 
now running his risks with the Czarina, 

Still worse was the result he got from Louis xv. Lately, 
< for fornrs sake,’ as he tells us, ^and not expecting anything,’ 
he had (November 16th) made a new a})])eal to France: 
<Ruin menacing your Most C^iristian Majesty’s Ally, in this 
huge sudden crisis of invasive Austrian-Saxons ; and for your 
Majesty’s sake, may I not in some measure say P ’ To which 
Louis’s Answer is also given. A very sickly, unpleasant 
Document ; testifying to considerable pique against Friedrich ; 
— Ranke says, it was a joint production, all the Ministers 
gradually contributing each his little ])inch of irony to make 
it spicier, and Louis signing when it wfus enough; — very 
considerable pique against Friedrich ; and something of the 
stupid sulkiness as of a fat bad boy, almost glad that the house 
is on fire, because it will burn his nimble younger brother, 
whom everybody calls so clover; ‘Sorry indeed, Sir my 
Brother, most sorry : — and so you have actually signed that 
Hanover Convention wi th our worst enemy ? France is far 
from having done so; France has done, and will do, great 
things. Our Royal heart grieves much at your situation ; 
but is not alarmed; no, Yom* Majesty has such invention, 
vigour and ability, superior to any crisis, our clever younger 
Brother ! And herewith we pray God to have you in his 


holy keeping.’ This is the purport of King Louis’s Letter; 
—which Friedrich folds together again, looking up from 
perusal of it, we may fancy with what a glance of those eyes.’ 

He is getting instructed, this young King, as to alliances, 
grand combinations, French and other. His third Note to 
Villiers intimates, <It being evident that his Polish Majestj 
will have nothing from us but fighting, we must try to give 
it him of the best kind we have.’^ Yes, truly; it is the 
ultimate persuasive, that. Here, in condensed form, are the 
essential details of the course it went, in this instance ; 


General Griine, on the road to Berlin, hearing of the rout at Hennore- 
dorf, halted instantly, — ^hastened hack to Saxony, to join Rutowski there, 
and stand on the defensive. Not now in that Halle-Frontier region 
(Rutowski has quitted that, and all the entrenchments and marshy 
impregnabilities there) ; not on that Halle Frontier, but hovering about 
in the interior, RutowsM and Grune are in junction ; gravitating towards 
Dresden ; — expecting Prince KarPs advent ; who ought to emerge from 
the Saxon Switzerland in few days, were he sharp ; and again enable us 
to make a formidable figure. Be speedy, Old Dessauer : you must settle 
the Grune-Rutowski account before that junction, not after it ! 

The Old Dessauer has been tolerably successful, and by no means 
thinks he has been losing time. November 29th, ^at three in the 
morning/ he stept-over into Saxony with its impregnable camps ; drove 
Rutowski's rearguard, or remnant, out of the quagmires, canals and 
entrenchments, before daylight ; drove it, that same evening, or before 
dawn of the morrow, out of Leipzig ; has seized that Town, — lays heavy 
contribution on it, nearly 60,000/. (such our strait for finance), ^ and bo 
sure you take only substantial men as sureties 1* ® — and will, and does 
after a two-days rest, advance with decent celerity inwards ; though 
‘ One must first know exactly whither ; one must have bread, and 
preparations and precautions ; do all things solidly and in order,* thinks 
the Old Dessauer. Friedrich well knows the whither ; and that Dresden 
itself is, or may he made, the place for falling-in with Rutowski. 
Friedrich is now himself ready to join, from the Bautzen region ; the 
days and hours precious to him ; and spurs the Old Dessauer with the 


^ Louis’s Original, in (Euvres de Fridiric^ in, I73> 174 (with a much more 
satirical paraphrase than the above), and Friedrich’s Answer adjoined, — after the 
events had come. 

• ‘Bautzen, nth December 1745’ {ubi supra). 


* Orlich, ii, 308, 



niiuijii'.Tw . i MIW4101.MWH rn. boluuy jiiui lu oruorj your xviujoHLy * 

uuMWorH tho t>l(l DrHsuuor; nolid «tron|^-l)Oiuul old ooncli-horno, who hiifl 
liiH own modi's of trotting, having done mnuy a heavy luilo of it in hia 
time; and wIujhu nkln, ouo hopon, h of the duo thicknoHH agaiiiHt unduo 
apnrring. 

Old Oe«Hauer wiahcH two thingH : hroad to live upon; and a mn*o 
Bridge (iver llu^ 101 he wherehy Friodricdi may join him. Old DoHsaucr 
malcoH f(*r 'Forgau, far lujrlh, wheve ia both an lOlbo Bridge and a 
Magji/dne ; M’hirli Iio Lukoa ; 'J’orgau and pertinenlH now his. But it is 
far down the 101 be, fur olf from BauUeu mid Friedrich: nearer 

Bridge and rende/vmiB, your IligiinoHsl MeiHHeu’ (wliero they niaUe the 
elnua, only fifty mllcH from me, and twenty from Dresden), Met that bo 
the Bridge, now lliiit you have gob vic.tual. And Hjuuuly ; for I leaven’s 
HnkOj speedy ! ’ Friedrich pushoH-out (ienoral Lohwald from Jhuitzou, 
with men, towards MoisHoti Bridge; hehwald does not hliimelf 

^m'd^ll(^ with th(^ Bridge, <»nly fires shot across upon the Saxon party, till 
the (Ud Dessiunn*, on tlii^ other hank, como up;- and the Old Dessauer, 
impalience lliinUs, will never come. ^Tlireo days in Torgau, yes, Your 
Majesty ; 1 had bread to hake, and tlie very ovmis had to ho built.' A 
solid ohl roiulHler, with Iuh own modi's of trotting; needs bhiidcnesH ofskia.i 

At long last, on Sunday liilh Decemhor, about two r.iu,, Uie Old 
DoHsauer does appear; or («enoral tlossler, Iuh vanguard, does njipoar, 

• (lessler of live sixty-mwen standards, — Milwoys about an luuir abend.' 
(iessler has HUmmoned iMeisHcn ; Iins not got it, is Iiaggiing with it about 
tociuH, when, towards HiuiHCt of the short day, Old DcKsauer hluiHelf 
arrives. Wlnniuipon the Saxon (lommiindiint (]nits the Bridge (not modi 
hreakiiig It) ; ami glides-oiV in the dark, clear out of I\I{MHHen, towards 
Di'i'sdiMi, cliahcd, iiuL Huccessfiiliy {lelending himself.*^ ‘Had lie but 
stood (Hit for two days !' nay theSaxoiiH,- *Mh*iiice Kiirl had then lieon up, 
and much uiighl have luuMi di Heron Well, l''riodricJi too would have 
been uji, and it liad most likely been tho saino on a larger si'alo. But 
the Saxon ( ’ominaiulanl. did not Hlaiid-out; ho glldod-oif, safe ; joined 
llutowMlu and (h'iiiK^, wlio are lying alamt \Yils(lruf, si.x or hovou nnlos 
on (he hiiluM* side of J)reHdeM, and eagerly waiting for l*rhioo Karl, 
Miridge and 'rown of I\IeiHHen are yonr MaJeHly’s/ rijporls the Old 
DcHHamu’ that night: upon whhdi Friedrich instantly rises, hastening 
thitliiwaard. i^elnvald comoH aiu’OHS Meissen Bridge, eirccts the desired 
|nnction ; and all Monday the Old Dossivuer defiles through MoissiMi 
town and Lerrilnry; continually advances towards Dresden, the Saxons 
bavaMKiiig tbe (lauks of him a UlLle, nay, In one defile, being sharp 

' Fncdricli's Dcllcrfi lo Leopold, in Oriicli, ii, 431 , 435 { 6 th*ioih December 
J74.*;h 

* See Map (Two Fir.Hl Silesiun Wars), at cod of vol. iv. ; and Plan, \u 180 . 
vtm. V. M 
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strenuous fellows^ they threw his rear into some confusion ; cut-off 
certain carts and prisoners^ and the life of one brave General, Lieutenant- 
General Roelj who had charge there. ♦Spurring one's trot into a 
gallop J This comes of your fast marching, o£ your spurring beyond the 
rules of war ! * thinks Old Leopold ; and Friedrich, who knows other- 
wise, is very angry for a moment. 

Rut indeed the crisis is pressing. Prince Karl is across the Metal 
Mountains, nearing Dresden from the east ; Friedrich strikes into march 
for the same point by Meissen, so soon as the Bridge is his. Old Leopold 
is advancing thither from the westward, — steadily hour by hour ; Dresden 
City the fateful goal. There, — in these middle days of December 1746 
(Highland Rebellion just whirling-back from Derby again, * the London 
shops shut for one day*), — ^it is clear there will be a big and bloody game 
played before we are much older. Very sad indeed : but Count liriihi 
is not persuadable otherwise. By slumbering arid sluggarding, over 
their money-tills and flesh-pots ; trying to take evil for good, and to say, 
*lt will do/ when it will not do, respectable Nations come at last to be 
governed by Briihls ; cannot help themselves ; — and get their backs 
broken in consequence. Why not ? Would you have a Nation live 
forever that is content to be governed by Briihls? The gods are wiser ! 
— It is now the 13th ; Old Dessauer tramping forward, hour by hour, 
towards Dresden and some field of Fate. 


On Tuesday 14th, by break of day. Old Dessauer gets ou marcli 
again] in four columns, in battle order; steady all day, — Jiard winter 
weather, ground crisp, and flecked with snow. The Pass at Neustadt, 
' his cavalry went into it at full gallop ' ; but found nobody there. That 
night he encamps at a place called Rdhrsdorf ; which may be eight miles 
west-by-north from Dresden, as the crow flies ; and ten or more, if you 
foUow the highway round by Wilsdruf on your right. The real direct 
Highway from Meissen to Dresden is on the otlier side of the Elbe, and 
keeps by the River-bank, a fine level road ; but on this western side, 
where Leopold now is, the road is inland, and goes with a bend. 
Leopold, of course, keeps command of this road ; his columns are on 
both sides of it. River on their left at some miles distance; and inces- 
santly expect to find Rutowski, drawn-out on favourable ground some- 
where. The country is of fertile, but very broken character ; intersected 
y many brooks, making obliquely towards the Elbe (obliquely, with a 
' country always mounting, till here about 
^hrsdorf we seem to have almost reached the watershed, and the 
brooks make for the Elbe, leaning Dresden way. Good posts abound in 

its villages and brooks, with its tliickots, 
hedges and patches of swamp. But Rutowski has not appeared any 
where, during this 'J’uesday. W-oareu any 



Our four columns^ tlierefore, lie all night, under arms, about Rohrs- 
dorf ; and again by morrow’s dawn are astir in the old order, crunching 
far and wide the frozen ground; and advance, charged to the muzzle 
with potential battle. Slightly upwards always, to the actual watershed 
of the country ; leaving Wilsdruf a little to their right Wilsdruf is 
hardly past, when see, from this broad tableland, top of the country : 

* Yonder is Rutowski, at last and this new Wednesday will he a day I * 
Yonder, sure enough: drawn-out three or four miles long; with his 
right to the Elbe, his left to that intricate Village of Kesselsdorf; 
bristling with cannon ; deep gullet and swampy brook in front of him : 
the strongest post a man could have chosen in those parts. 

The Village of Kesselsdorf itself lies rather in a hollow ; in the slight 
beginning, or uppermost extremity, of a little Valley or Dell, called the 
Tschoneugrund, — which, with its quaggy brook of a Tscbone, wends 
north-eastward into the Elbe, a course of four or five miles: a little 
Valley very deep for its length, and getting altogether chasmy and pre- 
cipitous towards the Elbe- ward or lower end. Kesselsdorf itself, as we 
said, is mainly in a kind of hollow : between Old Leopold and Kessels- 
dorf the ground rather mounts ; and there is perceptibly a flat knoll or 
rise at the head of it, where the Village begins. Some trees there, and 
abundance of cannon and grenadiers at this moment. It is the south- 
western or leftmost point of Rutowski’s line ; impregnable with its 
cannon-batteries and grenadiers. Rightward Rutowski extends in long 
lines, with the quaggy dell of Tschoneugrund in front of him, parallel 
to him ; Dell over deepening na it goes. North-eastward, at the extreme 
right, or Elbe point of it, where Griine and the Austrians stand, it has 
grown so chasmy, we judge that Gviine can neither advance nor be 
advanced upon : so we leave him standing there, — which he did all day, 
in a purely meditative posture. Rutowski numbers 36,000, now on this 
ground, with immensity of cannon ; 32,000 we, with only the usual 
field-artillery, and such a Tschoiiengrund, with its lialf-frozen quagmires 
ahead. A ticklish case for the old man, as he grimly reconnoitres it, in 
the winter morning. 

Grim Old Dessauer having reconnoitred, and rapidly considered, 
decides to try it,— what else ? — will range himself on the west side of 
that Tschouengrundj horse and foot ; two lines, wide as Rutowski oppo- 
site him ; but means to direct his main and prime effort against Kessels- 
dorf, which is clearly the key of the position, if it can be taken. For 
which end the Old Dessauer lengthens himself out to rightward, so as to 
outflank Kesselsdorf; — neglecting Grune (refusing Griine, as the soldiers 
gay) : — ‘‘our horse of the right wing reached from the Wood called 
herchmhnsch {Laroh-Bush) rightward as far as Freyberg road; foot all 
between that Lerchenbiisch and the big Birch-tree on the road to 
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AViJsdruf; horijo of the left from there to Iloitsch.’ ^ It was about 
two p.Ai. before the old man got all his deployments completed ; what 
corps of his, deploying this way or that, (;ame within wind of Kessels- 
dorf, were saluted with cannon, thirty pieces or more, which are in 
battery, in three batteries, on the knoll there ; but otherwise no fighting 
as yet. At two, the Old Dessau er is complete ; he reverently doffs his 
hat, as had always been his iroiit, in prayer to God, before g’oing in. A 
grim fervour of prayer is in his heart, doubtless ; thoug’li the words ns 
reported are not very regular or orthodox . * 0 Herr Gott^ help mo yet 
this once ; let me not be disgraced in my old days i Or if thou wilt not 
help me, don t help those Hunds\36gtB* (damned Scoundrels, so to speak), 
' but leave us to try it ourselves ! ' That is the Old Scandanavinn of a 



Dessauer’s prayer ; a kind of Goiur he too. Priest as well ns Captain : 
i rayer mythically true as given; mj-thically, not otherwise. ’ Which 
one, e wa\es his hat once, ^On, in God's name !’ and the storm is 
loose. Iru.ssian right wing pushing grandly forward, bent in that 
"’“p,”®’’’ Kesselsdorf and its fire-throats in flank, 

in t tramp-on with the usual grim-browed resolution, foot 

flnrf problem at that Kessels- 

under ^ ^t^enched batteries, and numerous grenadiers fighting 
aad«^_T^ry ground is sore against them; uphill, and the 


j 'V'ls present. See Plan above. 

Ranke, ni. 334 



Thirty-one big guns, and about 9,000 small, pouring'Out mere death on 
you, from that knoll-head. The Prussians stagger; cannot stand it; 
bend to rightwards, and get out of shot-range ; cannot manage it this 
bout Rally, reinforced; try it again. Again, with a will; but again 
there is not a way. The Prussians are again repulsed ; fall back, down 
this slippery course, in more disorder than the first time. Had the 
Saxons stood still, steadily handling arms, how, on such terms, could the 
Prussians ever have managed it ? 

But at sight of this second repulse, the Saxon grenadiers, and 
especially one battalion of Austrians who were there (the only Austrians 
who fought this day), gave a shout ^Victory!* — and in the height of 
their enthusiasm, rushed-out, this Austrian battalion first and the Saxons 
after them, to charge these Prussians, and sweep the world clear of 
them. It was the ruin of their battle ; a fatal hollahing before you are 
out of the wood. Old Leopold, quick as thought, noticing the thing, 
hurls cavalry on these victorious down-plunging grenadiers ; slashes 
them asunder, into mere recoiling whirlpools of ruin; so that 'few of 
thorn got back unwounded * ; and the Prussians storming-in along with 
them, — aided by over iiew Prussians, from beyond the Tschonengrund 
even, — the place was at length carried; and the Saxon battle became 
hopeless. 

For, their right being in such Imrricaue, the Prussians from the centre, 
as we hint, storm forward withal ; will not he held-back by the 
Tschonengrund, They find the Tsclioneugrund quaggy in the extreme, 

' brook frozen at the sides, but waist-deep of liquid mud in the centre * ; 
cross it, nevertheless, towards the upper part of it, — young Moritz of 
Dessau leading the way, to help his old Father in extremity. They 
climb the opposite side, — quite slippery in places, but 'helping one 
another up'; — no Saxons there till you get fairly atop, which was an 
oversight on the Saxon part. Fairly atop, Moritz is saluted by the 
Saxons with diligent musket-volleys ; but Moritz also has musket-volleys 
in him, bayonet-charges in him ; eager to help his old Papa at this hard 
pinch. Old Ptai>a has the Saxons in flank ; sends more and ever more 
other cavalry in on them ; and in fact, the right wing altogether storms 
violently through Kesselsdorf, and sweeps it clean. Whole regiments 
of the Saxons avo made prisoners ; Roel’s Light Horse we see there, 
taking standards ; cutting violently in to avenge Rdel’s death, and the 
affront they had at Meissen lately. Furious Moritz on their front, from 
across the Tschonengrund ; furious Roel {j^host of Roel) and others in 
their flank, through Kesselsdorf : no standing for the Saxons longer. 

About nightfall, — their horse having made poorish fight, though the 
foot had stood to it like men,— they roll universally away. The Prussian 


had tliere remained another hour of daylight^ the Saxon Army had been 
one wide ruin. Hidden in darkness, the Saxon Army ebbed confusedly 
towards Dresden : with the loss of 6,000 prisoners and 8,000 killed and 
wounded : a completely beaten Army. It is the last battle the Saxons 
fought as a Nation, —or probably will fight. Battle called of Kessels- 
dorf ; Wednesday 16th December 1745. 

Prince Karl had arrived at Dresden the night before ; heard 
all this volleying and cannonading, from the distance ; but 
did not see good to interfere at all. Too wide apart, some 
say ; quartered at unreasonably distant villages, by some 
irrefragable ignorant War-clerk of Bruhl’s appointing, — fatal 
Brlihl. Others say, his Plighness had himself no mind ; and 
made excuses that his troops were tired, disheartened by the 
two beatings lately, — what will become of us in case of a 
third or fourth ( It is certain, Prince Karl did nothing. 
Nor has Griine’s corps, the right wing, done anything except 
meditate ; — it stood there unattacked, unattacking ; till deep 
in the dark night, when Rutowski remembered it, and sent it 
order to come home. One Austrian battalion, that of 
grenadiers on the knoll at Kesselsdorf, did actually figlit ; — 
and did begin that fatal outbreak, and quitting of the post 
there ; ‘ which lost the Battle to us I ’ say the Saxons. 

Had those grenadiers stood in tlieir place, there is no 
Pnissian but admits that it would have been a terrible 
business to take Kesselsdorf and its batteries. But they did 
not stand ; they rushed-out, shouting ‘ Victory’ ; and lost us 
the battle. And that is the good we have got of the sublime 
Austrian Alliance ; and that is the pass our grand scheme of 
Partitioning Prussia has come to ? Fatal little Biiihl of the 
three hundred and sixty-five cloth es-suits ; Valet fatally 
become divine in Valethood, — are not you costing yoiiv 
Country dear I 

Old Dessauer, glorious in the last of his fields, lay on his 
arms all night in the posts about ; three bullets through his 
roquelaure, no scratch of wound upon the old man. Young 


iVlontz too natl a bullet through his coat-skirt, and three 
horses shot under him ; but no hurt, the Almighty’s grace 
preserving him; ^ This Moritz is the Third of the Brothers, 
age now thirty-three ; and we shall hear considerably about 
him in times coming, A lean, tall, austere man ; and, ‘ of 
all the Brothers, most resejnbled his Father in his ways.’ 
Prince Dietrich is in Leipzig at pi'esent ; looking to that 
contribution of 50,00OZ. ; to that, and to other contributions 
and necessary matters ; — and has done all his fighting (as it 
chanced), though he survived his Brothers many years. Old 
Papa will now get his discharge before long (quite suddenly, 
one morning, by paralytic stroke, 7th April 1747); and rest 
honourably with the Sous of Thor.^ 


CHAPTER XV 

PKACE OF nUKSDEN : FlUEDRICH DOES MARCH HOME 

FjaKouicii himself had got to Meissen, Tuesday 14th; no 
enemy on his road, or none to apeak of. Friedrich was 
there, or not yet far across, all Wednesday ; collecting him- 
.seif, waiting, on the slip, for a signal from Old Leopold. 
Sound of cannon, up the Elbe Dresden- ward, is reported 
there to Friedrich, that afternoon : cannon, sure enough, 
notes Friedrich ; and deep dim-rolling peals, as of volleying 
small-arms ; ‘ the sky all on fire over there,’ as the hoar- 
frosty evening fell. Old Leopold busy at it, seemingly. That 
is the glare of the Old Dessauer’s countenance ; w^lio is giving 
voice, in that nianner, to the earthly and the heavenly powers ; 
conquering Peace for us, let us hope I 

t Feidzu^ty i. 434. 

Young Leopold, the successor, died l6th December i 75 l> ^6® fifty-two; 
Dicirlch (who had thereupon quitted soldiering to take charge of his Nephew 
left minor, and did not resume it), died 2d December 1769 ; Moritz (soldier to 
the last), iilh April 1760. See Militair-Lcxikony i. 43 * 34 » 3^, 47 * 
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Friedrichj as may be supposed, made his best speed next 
morning : ‘ All well ! ’ say the messengers ; all well, says Old 
Leopold, whom he meets at Wilsdruf, and welcomes with 
a joyful embrace; ^dismounting from his horse, at sight of 
Leopold, and advancing to meet him with doffed hat and 
open arms,’ — and such words and treatments, that day, as 
made the old man’s face visibly shine. ‘Your Highness shall 
conduct me 1 ’ And the two made survey together of the 
actual Field of Kesselsdorf ; strewn with the ghastly wrecks 
of battle, — many citizens of Dresden strolling about, or 
sorrowfully seeking for their lost ones among the wounded 
and dead. No hurt to these poor citizens, who dread none ; 
help to them rather : such is Friedrich’s mind, — concerning 
which, in the Anecdote- Books, there are Narratives (not 
worth giving) of a vapidly romantic character, credible though 
inexact.^ Friedrich, who may well be profuse of thanks and 
praises, charms the Old Dessaiier while they walk together; 
brave old man with his holed roquelaure. For certain, he 
has done the work there, — a great deal of work in his 
time 1 Joy looks through his old rough face, of gunpowder 
colour : the Herr Gott has not delivered him to those 
damned Scoundrels in the end of his days. — On the morrow, 
Friday, Leopold rolled grandly forward upon Dresden ; 
Rutowski and Prince Karl vanishing into the Metal Moun- 
tains, by Pirna, for Bohemia, at sound of him, — as he had 
scarcely hoped they would. 

On the Saturday evening, Dresden, capable of not the 
least defence, has opened all its gates, and Friedrich and 
the Prussians are in Dresden; Austrians and wrecked Saxons 
falling 'back diligently towards the Metal Mountains for 
Bohemia, diligent to clear the road for him. Queen and 
Junior Princes are here ; to whom, as to all men, Friedrich 
is courtesy itself ; making personal visit to the Royalties, 
appointing guards of honour, sacred respect to the Royal 

iii' 17^ ii. 343, 344 . and CEuvras dt Fr^ddrie, 


private mansion. 

‘ 'I'liat fororious, false, ambitions King of Prussia ’ Well, 

hc^ is not to be ruined in open fight, on the contrary is 
ruinous there ; nor by the cunningest ambuscades, and secret 
combinations, in field or cabinet : our overwhelming Winter 
Invasion of him — sec where it has ended 1 Brlihl and Polish 
Majesty, — the nocturnal sky all ou fire in those parts, and 
loud general doomsday come,— are a muchdlluminated pair 
of gentlemen, 

From the time Meissen Bridge was lost, Prince Karl too 
showing himself so languid, even Bruhl had discerned that 
the case was desperate. On the very day of Kesselsdorf, — 
not the day before^ which would have been such a thrift to 
Brlihl and others ! — Friedrich had a Note from Villiers, 
sigai tying joyfully that his Polish Majesty would accept 
Peace. 'i.^ianks to his Polish Majesty : — and after Kessels- 
dorf, porlmps the Empress-Queen too will ! Friedrich’s offers 
arc precisely what they were, what they have always been : 
‘(!onvcntion of Hanover; that, in all its parts; old Treaty 
of Breslau, to be guaranteed, to be actually kept. To me 
Silesia sure ; — from you, Polish Majesty, one million crowns 
as damages for the trouble and cost this Triple Ambuscade 
of yours has given me; one million crowns, 150,000/. we 
will say ; and all other requisitions to cease on the day of 
signature. These are rny terms : accept these ; then wholly, 
As you were, Empress-Queen and you, and all surviving 
croatxtves : and I march home within a week.’ Villiers speeds 
rapidly from Prag, with the due olive-branch ; with Count 
Harrach, experienced Austrian, and full powers. Hai-rach 
cannot believe his senses : ‘ Such the terms to be still granted, 
after all these beatings and rebeatings ! ’ — then at last does 
believe, with stiff* thankfulness and Austrian bows. The 
Negotiation need not occupy many hours. 

^ His Majesty of Prussia was far too hasty with this Peace, 


finished l)efore ihe Year was done'; in tart, he kni>NYH hia 

own mind, viou and that is wlml 1<‘W do, on 

sheAr-throuji;li no eiul of (‘ohwehs with that line impltMiient, 
a wisely fixed resolution of yonr own. A rean* slow enouf^di 
for Valori and il\e French ; wlunv eo\dd that he huikeil for? 
— Valori is at nerlin, in eoni|delt‘ disgraet^ ; hU Most ('hristian 
King having liehaved so like a ^I'nrk of late, \nh)ri, liorror- 
struek at such lYace, what Mlmll he do to i)iTVenl it, to 

retard it? One efiorl at least, D'Arget his S<^uxdarY, 

stolen at Jaromirz, is safe hack to Inni ; ingenious, ingenuous 
JVArget was always a favourite will; Friedrich : despatch 
J)'Arget to him. D'Argot is despatched ; with reasons, with 
rcmouHtisinees, with eouHideraliouH ! 1)' Argot's Narrative is 

given: an ingenuous ofi'-hand Fiece; - poor little cnwice, 
through which there is still to he had, singularly (dear, and 
credible in ovory point, a direct gllmpsi? of Friedrich's own 
thoughts, in that many-sounding Dresden, * so loud, that 
week, with (iiuner-parties, with operas, Imlls, Frusniau war- 
dnims, gran(F])arades and Peace negolial ions. 

The Sieur J)\iv}^ri in Exa tUnqi Vnkm (at Uevliu) 

* inuiit b« 

OrntiMltiiif, )j0lWrHii IMih ttUtt 

'Mouflol/^nour, — I nrrlvnd yestoi'fluy nt 7 e.M. ; «s I had the honour of 
forowurnin^r you^ l)y the word I wrota to the Aldu*' (never mind wlmt 
Abhc ; another Valorl-Olerk) ^fnnn Honiienwulde* (toy halfway lujusa 
botwoen Berlin and tliis (lily), went, first of all, to M, do V^;uj(re- 
nund/ our I'luvoy h(n*e ; ^ who had the goodnw to mjun himself to me 
on the liuHinoHH now on Inmd. In my opinictn, nothing ran he added to 
tlio Dxcelleiil: coiiHidorationK ho has heen urging on the King of Prussia 
and t);o (/‘ount do Podowils. 

^Ak half-])aHk 0, I wont to Ids Prussian Majosty's ; I found ho was 
engaged with liis (Jonrorfc,^ —lodgoH in the Lulunulrski l^alace, has his 
Buatoli of mtdody in tlio evening of such discordant days,* ■* and I could 
not 800 hin\ till after luilf-past 0 , I announced myself to At, Kiclnd ; 
ho waa too ovorwludmed with alfalrH to give nm audience. I askisl 
ior Count Uothonburg; ho was nt cartls with the Princess Imbornlrskl. 


tomorrow inoriiin|j:, nioriving of this day. M. do Vaugrenaud had been 
HO {^ooil an proi)aro ino on the rumours of a Peace with Saxony and the 
Quoeii of Iluii^^ary. I wont to M. Podowils; who said a great many 
Iviiul thingfl to mo for you. I could only sketch-out the matter, at that 
time ; uiid ro])resontcil to Podowils the brilliant position of his Master, 
who hud become Arbiter of tlio Peace of Europe ; that the moment was 
coino for making this Peace a G on oral one, and that perhaps there would 
bo room for repentance afterwards if tlio opportunity were slighted. He 
suid^hiH Mastor’s object was that sumo ; and thus closed the conversation 
by geuoral quoHtioJiH. 

^'rhis morning, 1 agaiti presouted myself at the King of Prussia’s. I 
Imd to wait, and wait ; in fine, it was not till half-past 5 in the evening 
tlmt lie returnod, or gave mo admittanco; and I stayed with him till 
after 7/- --when Coiicert-Umo was at hand again. Listen to a remarkable 
Dialogue, of the Conquering Hero with a humble Friend whom he likes. 

^ Mis Majesty comleHcouded (a dair/n^) to enter with mo into all maimer of 
(lutailH ; and bognn by tolling me, 

^ M. de Valori )iad done admirably not to come, himself, with 

that Letter from the King" (Moat ChxdaUan, our King; Letter, the 
sickly Documout above spoken of); ^^that there could not have been 
an AnHwor expected, — the Lottor being almost of ironical strain ; his 
Majenty*’ (Most Chriatiau) ^^uot giving him the least hope, but merely 
talking of lus fine gonius, and how that would extricate him from the 
periloim eutaiigloment, and inspire liim with a wise resolution in the 
matter I 'Lhat ho had, in ofToct, taken a resolution the wisest he could ; 
and was making his Peace with Saxony and the Queen of Hungary. 
That ho hud Iblt all the dangers of the diflicult situations he had been 
in,” — sheer dentniction yawning all round him, in lingo imminency, 
more tlian once, and no friend hooding ; — that, weary of playing always 
(louble-or-quitfl, lie had dotorinined to end it, and get into a state of 
tramiaillity, which lioth himself and liis People had such need of. That 
France could not, without diHiculty, have remedied his mishaps ; and 
that ho saw by the King's Letter, there was not even the wish to do it. 
That hlH, Friedrich’s, military career was completed," — so far as he could 
foresoo or decide I ‘‘^Tliab ho would nob again expose liis Country to the 
Caprices of Fortune, whose past constancy to him was suflicioiitly astonish- 
ing to raise fears of a reverse {hear!). That his ambitions were fulftlled, 
in having compelled his Enemies to ask Peace from him in their own 
Capital, with the (Chancellor of Pohomia" (Harrach, typifying fallen 
Austrian pride) obliged to cooperate. 

^ ‘^That ho would always ho attached to our King’s interests, and set 
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all the value iu the world on his friendship ; but that he had not been 
sufficioiilly assisted to be content That, observing henceforth an exact 
ueutrality, he might be enabled to do offices of mediation , and to carry, 
to the one side and to the other, words of peace. That he offered him- 
self for that object, and would be charmed to help iu it ; but that he was 
fixed to stop til ere. That in regard to the basis of General Peace, he had 
Two Ideas '—(which the reader can attend to, and see where they 
differed from the Event, and where not) : — One was, That France 
should keep Ypres, Fumes, Tournay " (which France did not), giving- 
up the Netherlands otherwise, with Ostend, to the English (to the 
English !), in exchange for Cape Breton. Hie other was. To give-up 
more of our Conquests" (we gave them all up, and got only the glory, 
and our Codfishery, Cape Breton, back, the English being equally 
generous), and bargain for liberty to reestablish Dunkirk iu its old con- 
dition " (not a word of your Dunkirk ; there is your Cajie Breton, and 
we also will go home with what glory there is, — not difficult to carry 1). 

But that it was by England we must make the overtures, without 
addressing ourselves to the Court of Vienna ; and put it in his, Friedrich's, 
power to propose a receivable Project of Peace. That he well coucoived 
the great point was the Queen of Spain " (Termagant and Jenkins's Ear ; 
Termagant's Husband, still living, is a lappet of Termagant's self) : hut 
that she must content herself with Parma and Piacenza for the Infant, 
Don Philip” (which the Termagant did); ^^aiid give back her hold of 
Savoy" (partial hold, of no use to her without the Passes) the King 
of Sardinia.” And of the Jenkim* s-Ear question, generous England will 
say nothing } Next to nothing ; hopes a modicum of putty and diplo- 
matic varnish may close that troublesome question, — which springe, 
meanwhile, in the centre of the world ! — 

^ These kind condescensions of his Majesty emholdoiied mo to repre- 
sent to him the brilliant position he now held ; and how noble it would 
be, after having been the Hero of Germany, to become, instead of ono*8 
own pacificator, the Pacificator of Europe. grant you,” said he, ^^mon 
cher D'Arget ; but it is too dangerous a part for playing. A reverse 
brings me to the edge of ruin : I kuow too well the mood of mind 1 was 
in, last time I left Berlin ” (with that Three-legged Immensity of Atropos, 
not yet mown-down at Hennersdorf by a lucky cut), ever to expose 
myself to it again ! If luck had been against me there, I saw myself a 
Monarch without throne ; and my subjects in the cruelest oppression. 
A bad game that : always, mere Check to your King ; no other move ; — I 
refer it to you, friend D'Arget : — in fine, I wish to bo at peace.” 

* I represented to him that the House of Austria would never, with a 
tranquil eye, see his House in possession of Silesia. Those that como 
after me,'* said be, ‘*^will do as they like ; the Future is beyond man's 
reach. Those that come after will do as they can, I have acquired ; it 


Ih thoirM to I t»m lU'l jji oiittin thp i3’»a 

1h my ftUhSVtM* to ^^hot )ott lour IkmU m^io^ rIhUiI {|»«i **? « u 

l(«nrAnU‘0H. Tlioy loy A?ioy ; tlo' Joi k timl I I ^ 

l)K‘ir HilliOK iIo»i‘m )i‘4r» i»r ^so wkuh ycMMUt !»» \uv at 

life lot till i liaVP, looil likt'h . clt»ffsr< w«!h it, VV Is^l * As^ 

uovor to liMvo ftoy i^ooil (•! our hlV, lUm tAr *;» »# ,k Jn or ^ 

‘riiorc iH nuiro for luo iu ll»r tru«^ i;5ir;)itur:5!^ ot Ut^juussi^* h»r tlur |ga| |«u6r^!4 
of nty hultjrrtw, tloui iu tho rr|u*»o o| Kojg»|»r I |»Mt i*ol **f 

A couililion to tlo luirl. Mio l » fi»wua ol ilrki '* Uisim 

milliouH niul u ‘[uortor H(tnluig); auiI hy tko Alhautrisg whuh i 

forui ^rith luu'i I |uo>ulo luyarlt ' ikut n«k Hfoki ^ krSH 

HguillHl Auntrifl* I V®ooM Uot louo I*l0lll< siU tiU ^ r'j\l l*g »trJrs<4 

myHi'If. *' (^’rhoao Am fii» 'ory soMa h Ari^rc , »5ol ^pU 

notioi^.) *' Aiolutiou } ^»m»S m») lutrjrs!® Mirfo s)jn »ii,« »9tnn ot jj>5i 

firHt (‘Hni|>:M>:M'^. *(*ho |:Uo Ki»oirr%i fltlua^tou», ao*! ou £»'A £*■? iV^noir 

(not t<l mrUliotl w^rtllst, ruo t*« tkmr sr* mu 4 an*! I hak-o 

been fifflllilli^ aUvaya aiiu'O t»ii Ut) o^to hratlloj, inr my fersy r5fttBVu*r^ 

I might HHV ! Ont o nuuo* t kot*'<« shr tiUtr | h - 4 isili* -A i 
IViiu'O Kftrl at iho g«lo'« u( 1 w<im 14 uot aUr. " " \u4 oa ihp 

gnli’H of Viriiiiftj" uu^twrr'ott 1 iirtugtp^ly* wjii» ikr »o«laSf^reK'!i> '''’ 

• nioi I n«rar it to you* P lu ft <«(os*t, I Co 

««inO gOI»»l of )uy llloftror join^). \\ if il ssr. -al/Ain®. lo 

gOt"U]» jiroitu ta lloit BO ouo h t4»>“4 ^ I.rl iia In ftsat kr^n Ut U«r 

^Tho ro«t of Ihti rofiv otafttotii jonani iu gr-uu^l at<«*'»g I .«?r » aCut r, 
Thi*atn'» niul aurh ohirrl<l. M) rrayiOgJU*.;-? »n4 r»ji ELr^srat 

mfttlrr, I nvni out fattlu^r 4«>Uil l»y U.t' Uauk k-.a I'msa 

Mftjoxty ft'AH Kind riiooKh to go iititi, y- a oia^ g^tSta 

argumtMilH uiuo vanouB, iuut ut«t i)i«So»^PH. ^uit it )« 

tlioy hftvo ftll lipt'ii iu mou * Votjr Kxiotino > '® itrftU^ isi «i UtU.f *1 

way) ' 


n Argot, hhriOt O foohdl lUl-nr thi^, Wirt’s taknu iOlo Kt8r4rig'k'« ««^8 as»ipi ^ 

^ ulorl rotm Pill mg’, , rtu4 wr» ak^sSt loruiy 

of I) Argot ftgiiiii. I ukta llii» Bturtii Noltt, |:\{( ^tiiuinctiy *4 hitu * tt Af^isl 

(loth Jftiiuary 1740) »0iU(i tUlo, ** <^0® frli4t?y ftt tirdrira ? 'va ? Av-a 
(^omuuttitlf’iuruts), till tti |NUtaiou ; hu4 i os^tuuariA tktr rh>3ie4*Rinr of 
raadcri or (uiMi'ollftuoottB htortity oUomi^ut »io! wgps4., fn«*ii t« 
by IjIh MfutliTj for six yrar** rouuitj^', A ot«it iuu« h hr{t#4 of, 
yfftrit til onii'o. Mfirrii iTo^ilouiug lout Iu® rtr^i tiiUr Tifusatrtu H ijr, 
nud gtit luto ill lirnlth autl B|uui®, hr rptimi lifl Sm I*ft5r8is ^ #Ar%t 
year liiul to givtvtip thu tlooiglit of fpitir/ihig , thuu^h hr oEJh ^»«4 t** 

^ Vabifj, I (uu .Ulr, curyt Muf. t o, f t 4 ^., f. v;^ g 

no Wfttil of any). 


the end, continuea loyaiiy attauucu mo — - 

in correspondence with him. Had got, before long, not through Friod- 
rich’s influence at Paris, some small Appointment in the Ecolt MMatrc 
there. He is, of all the Frenchmen Friedrich had about him^ with the 
exception of D'Argens alone, the most honest-hearted. The above 
Letter, lucid, innocent, modest, altogether rational and practical, is a 
fair specimen of D’Arget : add to it the prompt self-sacrifice (and in that 
fine silent way) at Jaromirz for Valori, and readers may conceive the 
man. He lived at Paris, in meagre but contented fashion, Rue de tEcole 
MilUairei till 1778 ; — and seems, of all the Ex-Prussian Frenchmen, to 
have known most about Friedrich ; and to have never spoken any falsity 
against him. Duvernet, the Biographer of Voltaire, fre- 

quented him a good deal ; and any true notions, or glimmerings of such, 
that he has about Prussia, are probably ascribable to H’Arget/ ^ 

The Treaty of Dresden can be read in Scholl, Flassan, 
Rousset, Adelung ; but, except on compulsion, no creature 
will now read it, — nor did this Editor, even he, find it pay. 
Peace is made. Peace of Dresden is signed, Christinas Day 
174?5 : ‘To me Silesia, without farther treachery or trick; 
you, wholly as you were.** Europe at large, as Friedrich had 
done, sees ‘ the sky all on fire about Dresden. ** The fierce big 
battles done against this man have, one and all of them, be- 
come big defeats. The strenuous machinations, high- built 
plans cunningly devised, — the utmost sum- total of what the 
Imperial and Royal Potencies can, for the life of them, do : 
behold, it has all turn bled-d own here, in loud crasli ; the 
final peal of it at Kesselsdorf ; and the consummation is flame 
and smoke, conspicuous over all the Nations. You will let 
him keep his own henceforth, then, will you ? Silesia, which 
was not yours nor ever shall be F Silesia and no afterthought ? 
The Saxons sign, the high Plenipotentiaries all ; in the eyes of 
Villiei-s, I am told, were seen sublimely pious tears. Harrach, 
bowing with stiff, almost incredulous, gratitude, swears and 
signs ; — hurries home to his Sovereign Lady, with Peace, and 
such a smile on his face ; and on her Imperial Majesty^s such 
a smile ! — readers shall conceive it. 

1 See CKuvrfs da Fradirk, xx. (p. xii. of Prtfaca to the D'Arget Corre- 
ipcndana there). 


'I’lu'V ^ j«‘»n»n iU Ihr lir.d v IIJ I Jjis-idrilj 

Ij^y pj.^j|,i.ilv fhtn^ l»ut Dnr jM»sut. «d»nuf v%lui1t juj-h-iav 

•an liHvi* tlu* rsui* til uitrivnf , f»*r tlitit tillu r, tuunniuu^ 
Thu Srlistih*,’ nmt !» nu u! t)f iiH thr 

lion of tlu* thrir, loii k«'jit hv \\w Ssixtiii?*, 

nit ronlinunl a ha^'K*** Ktrvt'Uth 

f\rliclu. IiuMnitvi^ahlv Murtll , hufe liahh* to turn itji <ui 

i|^(iint ^ laninirtihlit- uouairr T1i«U Irl m ttnir^lntts fuii’ 

\J, tU* YiillHirA ’^nkr, nutl luur vuuiuig ! AVrsirr uu'UIh 

l^vjul-'rax; OIh'i SUutf vmH hr ^tnitrlluMg Hkr 

l^iOytil lCK(’ht‘ilurr, Oo’irfmr , ami ^Sirtft} S,hrh} will hr a])’ 
proxiinnit'lv injitivah ui U) FAt lirijurr Ihjl. Artirir Flrvrulh 
^ti|nilatt‘i : 

^ All wuhirrlJ* fthil &rr<^4uf« mK hia Uttt Kbuj^ uI hUh 

liohl JUauU of tljt^ 3t»XMSt #‘Vf l»i»irl m fall, 

I'ftjiilul mnl lutt^rrnl, al Utnra, HhUti Ih lUr tthiMMlil, ilii'tl in wnui 
01* linml# * Umi ta Arisx tr KFvrhiii * *rhr ^»30ln Ki<'' 
[^liOtjui’r,’ Mays tttt uhl Xt«t« mu if, ' Im niuM** #?]iittrwvrti;(rtiur, ItM 

Imtaii wt goml na Itimkrupl, wah Osi tOt^rrlslilr j»aj»pr, Wvlh Si'htttir 

[*rhill|j^ to Im u I, t»»r mimip lisnv |*iial , with h Itoa tuTordioKl}' 

^uuk^ lot u*i H4y, *,'■*« iH’if' t *"54 lirKm ifa Aiuiitmi in n*^*!*!, All 

PrUHnlnn «)ui Imlil ihra^ UmU'^o, (vitt to 1*0 |»itrl m gtihl ; ^nii:i»n«, 

Wld OthiM‘«, will ItiOr l*» l»o t'ttufrul w«Ph itll c)(lti({^ rititMO round 

agftinj If thina*' ovor tin ‘ Vr’i , «ml, li> tU « loim r, lUr nuiUor will 
utlriH't M* tlo Vrdlolrr'fi korn rttr sH Ihrt HiKrttlo ! 

Friinlrirli Muvrtl ri^iii %\a\ i hi Uir .th-n, thr hnul tlu-iim of 
(ifr/ellms ami nimnttff* ; thr mhuiml tif tv^i in al! 

(’oiinlni»H: of ihr mnu) v^lm mhnirr t^urtr^^^, uml nlnn of Ihr 
IVw wtui ran mulrintmul wlmt it in to tlr^-iAr nnrtT^^^i. Among 
lu« otvn (‘omilnnn n, thi^ hot Wiutrr Imn kiiulltxl all llu’ir 
luhnimiiiui** It) I hr llamnth* |nti'ln Suvnl hv lilm IVoni ini- 
niinmi. drHhiirlion ; Ihriv mrniirn ^wrpi lumn* na if hv oiu* 
invinrihit' ; nay» m^ui homr in n kind tjf mdilr alwunn, <’olH 
quuml hy giMn^iiHily, *riirnr frrling^, though not rnttntnigrd 
lo hpruk, run \v\\ high. 'Tfir Drr^tlrnri’M in )nivulr Hooirty 
found him drligliHul ; ihr high hulit*^ r^tjK t iHlly : ‘ Could yon 
havif Ihonglii il ; trniiir Mni^» to Ina'inor indinnl Apollo in 
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this manner!’ From considerable Collections of Anecdotes 
illustrating this fact, in a way now fallen vapid to us, — I 
select only the Introduction : 

'Do readers recollect Friedrich*s first visit to Dresden’ (in 17 ^), 
seventeen years ago ; and a certain charming young Countess Flemming, 
at that time only fourteen ; who, like a Hebe as she was^ contrived 
beautiful surprises for him, and among other things presented him, so 
gracefully, on the part of August the Strong, with his first flute?’ — ^No 
reader of this History can recollect it; nor indeed, except in a mythic 
sense, believe it ! A young Countess Flemming (daughter of old Feld- 
marschall Flemming) doubtless there might be, who presented him a 
flute ; but as to his first flute — } — 'That same charming young Countess 
Flemming is still here, age now thirty-one ; charming, more than ever, 
though now under a changed name ; having wedded a Von Racknitx 
(Supreme Gentleman-Usher, or some such thing) a few years ago, and 
brought him children and the usual felicities. How much is changed I 
August the Strong, where is he ; and his famous Three hundred and 
fifty-four, Enchantress Orzelska and the others, where are they ! 
Enchantress Orzelska wedded, quarrelled, and is in a convent: her 
charming destiny concluded. Rutowski is not now in the Prussian 
Army : he got beaten, Wednesday last, at Kesfielsdorf, fighting against 
that Army. And the Chevalier de Saxe, he too was beaten there ; — 
clambering now across the Metal Mountains, ask not of him. And the 
Marechal de Saxe, he takes Cities, fights Battles of Foutenoy, mumbling 
a lead bullet all day” ; being dropsical, nearly dead of debaucheries ; the 
most dissolute (or probably so) of all the Sons of Adam in his day. 
August the Physically Strong is dead. August the Spiritually Weak is 
fled to Prag with his Briihl. And we do not come, this time, to get n 
flute ; but to settle the account of Victories, and give Peace to Nations, 
Strange, here as always, to look back, — to look round or forward, — 
in the mad huge whirl of that loud-roaring Loom of Time ] — One of 
the Countess Racknitz’s Sons liappened to leave Manuscript Diaries* 
frather feeble, not too exact-looking), 'and gives us, from Mamma’s 
reminiscences * * * Not a word more.^ 

The Peiice, we said, was signed on Chris tmas-day. Next 

day, Sunday, Friedrich attended Sermon in the Kreuzkirche 
(I rotestant High-Church of Dresden), attended Opera withal ; 
and on Monday morning had vanished out of Dresden, as all 
hiB people had done, or were diligently doing. Tuesday, he 
’ Rodenbeck, Beytrdgey i. 440 et seq. 


with the Prince of Prussia, whose it now is ; got into his 
open carriage again, with the said Prince and his other 
Brother Ferdinand ; and drove swiftly homeward. Berlin, 
drunk with joy, was all out on the streets, waiting. On the 
Heath of Bvitz, four or five miles hitherward of Berlin, a body 
of young gentlemen Merchants mostly, who had ridden-out 
so far**) saluted him with ‘ Vivat Friedrich der Qt'osse (Long 
live Friedrich the Great) ! thrice over ; — as did, in a less 
articulate manner, Bei’lin with one voice, on his arrival there ; 
Burgher Companies lining the streets ; Population vigorously 
shouting ; Pupils of the Koln Gymnasium, with Clerical and 
School Functionaries in mass, breaking-out into Latin Song : 

^ Vimti vivat Fridericus Meas ; 

Vivnt Augustus^ Magnus, Feliso, Patri-cs /' 

and what not.^ On reaching the Portal of the Palace, 

his Majesty stept down ; and, glancing round the Schloss-Platz 
and the crowded Avindows and simmering multitudes, saluted, 
taking-off his hat ; which produced such a shout, — naturally 
the loudest of all. And so eocit King, into his interior. 
Tuesday, S-3 r.M., ^8th December 1745 : a King new- 
christened in the above manner, so far as people could. 

Illuminated Berlin shone like noon, all that night (the 
beginning of a Gaitdeamus which lasted miscellaneously for 
weeks) : — but the King stole away to see a friend who was 
dying ; that poor Duhan de Jaudun, his early Schoolmaster, 
who had suffered much for him, and whom he always much 
loved. Duhan died, in a day or two. Poor Jordan, poor 
Keyserling (the ‘ Cesarion of young days) : them also he has 
lost ; and often laments, in this otherwise bright time.^ 

* Preuss, i. 2205 who cites Beschreibimg (‘Description of his Majesty’s 
Triumphant Entry, on the’ etc.) and other Contemporary Pamphlets. Roden- 
bcck, i. 124. 

“ In (Euvresy xvii. 288 j xviii. 141 ; ib. 142 (painfully tender Letters to Frau 
von Camas and others, on these events). 


BOOK XVI 

TIIK TEN VH.VH.s oK I’l. VCK 
I7ii! 


cHAr'rKu t 

.SAN.S 

FiiiKDiiiCH has now cliinlu’tl iht* mul hiuiM*U m 

the upper tablel/uul of nnti Suv* c . hi-» »!»• ipriuh* lifr- 

and-dcath stru{^^k*.H lriuni[>liuni!y rudid, U hut inav hv 

aheadj nobody kiiowh ; liriv U fair outhKik tlmt Iuk 

enemies and Austria iiself haw luul of luun Nu 

wringing of hifi Silesia fnnn thi** ^ hnii Mbu.* Nnl to Iw 
overset, this one, by never sutdi ex:ri h«>ti« ; tivrrM‘t»t av, oii the 
contrary, plunges iis heels^over heml into the ililrh, *»(} oflen 
as we like to ai)ply to him; mdlung but limvy bralings, 
disastrous breaking of crown.^, t.(» be bml tm trying there! 
‘Five Victories!’’ as Voltaire keep^* euuntiug on hin lingers 
with upturned eyes, — ^lolUvii/, (*UtduMt/, S(riegrvu» Sohv, 
Kesselsclorf (the last done by Anlnilt ; but onuttiug IIennei*«- 
dorf, and that sudden slitting of the big Saxtur Andrian 
Projects into a cloud of reu(lu‘rji, na line a feat as auy)» - 
‘Five Victories 1 ’’ counts Volt/iire; codling tm e^ei'vbtuly (or 
everybody but Fricdrieh 1 li nisei f, vebo U tvriily sated with that 
kind of thing) to admire. In the wurhl are many opinionn 
about Fi'iedrich. In Austria, for iuHtuuee, uhut an opinion; 
sinister, gloomy in the extreme : or in ICugiumb ^vhieh derives 
rom Austria, — only with addiliounl dinuieftfl, and with 



{rlooiuy iu‘W inovDcnlioUH oT imn lu^fort' long! Many 

opinions ahoui FriiHlri^lu nil tUm mnugh : hut 11uh» that he 
is a very (ItMOon for lightiug, aiul tlin hloutosl King walking 
the Karth just ntnv, nuu wrll tn* a univrr?»al one. A nmu 
bettor not ho uuahllrtl uiUu it ho will la* ut ponee, as he 
professes to wish being. 

Fried rirh aeeordiiigiy i** not ineiltlU'ti vvitl^ or not openly 
nieildletl with; anti ha**, i»*r the I rii ur l'de\en veava eouiing^ 
a time of perlVei extmud IV.u r. He hiniM’lf in derided « not 
to light nilh a ivit, if he ran gtd the peaiv ke’pt; and for 
about eight yeav?i hop*** eontitlenl 1\ tlmt this, hv good 
mmmgemenl, wilt eontiuue pindhle ; till, in the last. Uiree 
yours, eleelrie MuiplonH tint ngain ili^iehmo tlunuhelves, and 
Bueli hopi‘ more anti mote tlied aHny. It wtdl known lliero 
lay in tlu* fatt‘H a 'Idnnl Silesian War ftir him, worse than 
both the other?*; vthieh W now the iimitt segment of his 
History still lying alietd for m, wnr t}u-*8 Ilnleyon Period 
done. Ilalrytai IViiod itiunU h om ( *hii*4 mnsHlav, Dreaden, 
174.^, ‘from ihi*^ dav, I*ra*r to ihe end of my life P hud 
been Friedrielfft fond hope. Httl on the 9lh day of 
Seplember I7rdi, hViediieh ugiiiu entering Dresden 

(Saxony some hud\t‘ ilays Ueftnej , atul the (‘rtjwning Struggle 
of his Life uan, tje)ond nil e's^pei tut inn, found to he atill 
lying ahead for him, avH’oll) tltdonit^ for Seven ^'eurrt there- 
after I™ 


Friedrirh's Hi^lorv dtning !hi^ intervening Ilaleynn ov 
Peace Period imwl, in ?*ome wau h*’ uuuU* kntnvn to readers: 
but for a great nwtny irioson^, eipennlly at jn*eHent, it behoves 
to he given in cottipren*»etl foim ; tiihllinl tlown, to an immenHO 
extent, Old of IhoNi* nad Ihovdau Kopirdtorie^i, wlierc Hu* grain 
of jUMennial, of .hignilitnnl amt ntill lueunirahle, lies ovoin 
wlu‘hm‘d under viddunh niountidin of (he fairly extinct, the 
poisononsly dusty atul forgidtahie; Jth Ilimmrll Which 
indispeiisahle pivlimimuA pimrhn, how <*an an hhiglinh Kditor, 
at tins time, do it ; nt> Pin^idun> at any lime, having thought 
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of trying it ! From a painful Predecessor of mine, I collecl:, 
rummaging among his dismal Paper-masses, the following 
'Phree Fragments, worth reading here ; 

1®, ^Friedrich was as busy, in those Years, as in tlio goiiorality of his 
life ; and his actions, and salutary conquests over diihciiltica, wore many, 
profitable to Prussia and to himself. Very well worth keeping in mind. 
But not fit for History; or at least only fit in the summary form ; to ho 
delineated in little, with large generic strokes, — if we had the means ; — 
such details belonging to the Prussian Antiquary, rather than to the 
English Historian of Friedrich in our day. A ha])py Ton Years of bimo. 
Perhaps the time for Montesquieu's aphorism, Happy the People whoso 
Annals are blank in History-Books 1 " The Prussian Antiquary, had ho 
once got any image formed to himself of Friedricli, and of hViodrich h 
H istory in its human lineaments and organic sequences, will glean many 
memorabilia in those Years : which his readers then (and not till tlicn) 
will be able to intercalate in their places, and gob human good of. But 
alas, while there is no intelligible human image, notliing of lineaments 
or organic sequences, or other than a jumhlcd mass of Historical Marine- 
Stores, presided over by Dryasdust and Human Stupor (uiisovted, 
unlabelled, tied-up in blind sacks), the very Antiquary will have uphill 
work of it, and hia readers will often turn round on him with a gloomy 
expression of countenance. 


2". ^Friedrich's Life,— -little as he expected it, that day when lie 
started-up from his ague-fit at Roinsberg, and graK])od the liory 
Opportunity that was shooting past,— is a Life of War. The chief 
memory that will remain of him is that of a King and man wlio fought 
consummately well. Not Peace and the Muses ; no, that is denied him, 
—though he was so unwilling, always, to think it denied ! But his Life- 
Task turaed-out to be a Battle for Silesia. It consists of Three grand 
Struggles of War, And not for Silesia only j — unconsciously, for what 
far greater things to his Nation and to him ! 


'Deeply unconscious of it, they wore passing their ''Trials," Ins 
Nation and he, in the great Civil -Service-Examination Hall of this 
Universe: "Are you able to defend yourselves, tlien ; and to hang 
together coherent, against the whole world and its iiicohoroncoH and 
rages?” A question whicli has to be asked of Nations, boforo tlioy 
oan be recognised as such, and bo baptized into the gouoral conumm- 
wealth; they are mere Hordes or accidental Aggrogatos, till that 
bluestion come. Question which this Nation had long been getting 
ready for; which now, under this King, it answered to the satisfaction 
f gods and men : Yes, Heaven assisting, we can staiul on our defence ; 



;7' i iSr^tional Baptism ;-or rather this tlm National 

iiaplm.n, this in torrent whirlwinds of lire; done throe 

LimoH Ovor_, -till in gods or men there was no doubt left. That was 
[TUMincli B function in the world ; and a great and memorable one ; 
iHit tt* Ilia own Prussian Nation only, but to Teutscliland at largo, for- 
[wn niiMnorQ,'bi^_ 

‘ la '-l'oi*tscl\la,nd a Nation ; is there in Teutscliland still a Nation ? 
AuHlrirVj not <iislxoiiestly, but much sunk in superstitions and involuntary 

imMuliu'.itiea^ an<i liable to sink much fur theiv answers always^ in gloomy 

proud lono, Yes^ I am the Nation of Teutscliland !” — hut is mistukon> 

aH lur nH-out. iTor^t is not mendacities, conscious or other, but vonioitioH, 
llml tiio I>ivine Powers will patronise, or even in the end will put-up 
witli lit nil. you ought to uaderataiid better than you do, my 

fruuid, On the great scale and on the small, and in all rouhoiis, 

circuniHtniices^ soenes and situations where a Son of Adam finds himself, 
llint in tnio^ an cl even a sovereign truth. And wlioovor does not know it, 

' iuitiuiii clicxx-ity to him (were such always possible) would bo, that he 
were furiilsliecl with handcuffs as a part of his outfit in this world, and 
put iindei" g'oiclance of those who do. Yes; to him, 1 should say, a 
primlo paix* of liandcuffs were much uscfuler than a ballot-box, — wore 
the limoH on.oe settled again, which they are far from being !* * * 

'So that, if there be only Austria for Nation, Teutscliland is in 
umiiHiHH case. Truly so. But there is in Teutscliland withal, very 
to Teutscliland, yet authentically present, a Man of the 
prupi? rly tineoixquerable type; there is also a select Population driilod 
for him • tTnese two together will prove to you that there is a NaLion4 
(‘(UunioBt of Silesia, Three Silesian Wars; labours and valours au of 
Alcidi'H, in vindication of oneself and one's Silesia ; — secretly, how 
unmUHoioiisly^ that other and higher Question of Teutscliland, and of its 
having in it a. nSTatiou, was Friedrich's sore task, and his Prussia's at that 
limo. Aa ’"X'euLtschland may be perhaps now, in our day, beginning to 
rocoi^iiiHO ; witli hope, with astonishment, poor Teutscliland ! ' * ^ 


.T. * And in fine, leaving all that, there is one thing uiidcniiiblo ; In 

all hiiinmi l>Tn.vx*ative, it is the battle only, and not the victory, that can 
lie dwelt npon with advantage. Friedrich has now, by his Second 
Sili'Mian achieved Greatness : Friedrich the Great expressly ho 

(huiOfuiiiuted^ "by his People and others. The struggle upwards is the 
Rumrmco ; yovir hero once wedded, — to Qlory, or whoever the Bride may 
bo, — Uio XXoinaiice ends. Precise critics do object. That there may still 
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lie difficulties, new perils and adventures ahead : which proves 
conspicuously true in this case of ours. And accordingly, our Book 
not being a Romance but a History, let us, with all fidelity, look-out 
what these are, and how they modify our Royal Gentleman who hna got 
his weddiug done, With all fidelity ; but with all brevity, no loss. 
For, inasmuch as ^ — 

Well, brevity in most cases is desirable. And, privately, 
it must be owned there is another consideration of no small 
weight : That, our Prussian resources falling altogether into 
bankruptcy during Peace-Periods, Nature herself has so 
ordered it, in this instance ! Partly it is our Bopks ^ (the 
Prussian Dryasdust reaching his acme on those occasions), 
but in part too it is the Events themselves, that are small 
and want importance ; that have fallen dead to us, in the 
huge new Time and its uproars. Events nob of flagrant 
notability (like battles or war-passages), to bridle Dryuvsdust, 
and guide him in some small measure. Events rather which, 
except as characteristic of one memorable Man and King, are 
mostly now of no memorability whatever. Crowd all the.se 
indiscriminately into sacks, and shake them out pell-mell on 
us : that is Dryasdusts sweet way. As if the largest Marine- 
stores Establishment in all the world had suddenly, on best of 
some Necromancer or maleficent person, taken wing upon you ; 
and were dancing, in boundless mad whirl, round your devoted 
head ; — simmering and dancing, very much at its ease ; no- 
whither ; asking ?/ou cheerfully, ‘ What is your candid opinion, 
then ? ’ ^ Opinion,’ Heavens ! — 

You have to retire many yards, and gaze with a despeiuLe 
steadiness ; assuring yourself : ‘ Well, it does, right indisput- 
ably, shadow-forth thing. This was a Thing Alive ; and 
did at one time stick together, as an organic Fact on the 
Earth, though it now dances in Dryasdust at sucli a rate ! ’ 
It is only by self-help of this sort, and long survey, with 
rigorous selection, and extremely extensive exclusion and 
oblivion, that vou o^ain the Ipnct hfrht ! 


To say our little in a not unintelligible manner, and keep the 
rest well hidden, it is all we can do for you ! — 

Friedrich declines the Career of Conquering Hero ; goes into 
Law-Refoi'm ; and gets ready a Cottage Residence Jor 
Himself 

Friedrich's Journey to Pyrmont is the first thing recorded 
of him by the Newspapers. Gone to take the waters ; as he 
did after his former War. Here is what I had noted of that 
small Occurrence, and of one or two others contiguous in date, 
which prove to be of significance in Friedrich's History. 

* May 12-17M, 1740/ s^ly the old JBoolcs, 'his M/ijesfcy aotH-oiit for 
Pyrmont, taking Brunswick by the way; arrives at Pynnont May 17th ; 
stays till June 8th;’ three weeks good, 'Is busy con-ofiponding witli 
the King of France about a General Peace ; but, owing to the oml)ittor- 
ment of both parties, it was not possible at this time/ Taking the water h 
at least, and amusing himself. From Brunswick, in passing, ho had 
brought with him his Brother-in-law the reigning Duke; Rothonhiirg 
wa« tliere, and Brother Henri ; D’Arget expressly ; Flute-player Qimn* 
withal, and various musical people ; ' in all, a train of above sixty 
persons.* I notice also that Prince VVilliolm of ricsseii was in Pvrmont 
at the time. With whom, one fancies, what specuIatioiiH there nnglit bo : 
About the late and present War-passages, about the i)oor Peace ProspeclH ; 
your Hessian ' Siege ' so-called 'of Blair in Athol’ (6W^r/cn now com- 
fortably done), and other cognate topics, llint is the Pyrmont Jonrnoy, 

It is no surprise to us to hear, in these months, of now and continual 
attention to Army matters, to I'lusbundry matters; and to making goo(b 
on all sides, the ruins left by War. Of rebuilding (at the royal expoiiNo) 
'the town of Schmiedeberg, which had been burnt;' of rebuilding, and 
repairing from their damage, all Silesian villages and dwellings ; and still 
more satisfactory. Plow, 'in May 174C, there was, in every Oirclo of the 
Country, by e.ract liquidation of Accounts’ (so rapidly got done), 'exact 
payment made to the individuals concerned, 1“. 'of all tlio liuy, straw 
and corn that had been delivered to his Majesty’s Armies ; of all the 
horses that had perished in the King’s work ; .r. of all the horses stolon 
by the Enemy, and of all tjhe money-contributions exacted by the ICnomy ; 


JL JL* JU JL JLJ JTV JLVkJ A. X XJ XVV-^XJ j^DVJvJlV AVI* 

[lath May 1746 * JSth Sept, 1747 
payment in ready cash^ and according; to tlie rules of justice (baar und 
biiligmU.ss\g)j by liis Majesty. 

It was from Pyrmont^ May 1746, — or more definitely, It was ^at 
Potsdam early in. tlie morning, 15th September,* following, —that 
Friedrich launched, or shot-forth from its moorings, after much previous 
attempting and preparing, a very great Enterprise ; which he has never 
lost sight of since the day lie began reigning, nor will till his reign and 
life end : the actual Reform of Law in Prussia. ^ May 12th, 1746,* 
Friedrich, on the road to Pyrmont, answers his Chief Law-Minister 
Cocceji’s Report of Practical Plan on this matter: ^Yes; looks very 
hopeful ! * — and took it with him to consider at Pyrmont, during his 
leisure. Much considering of it, then and afterwards, there was. And 
finally, September 16th, early in the morning, Cocceji had an Interview 
with Friedrich ; and the decisive fiat was given: ‘‘Yes; start on it, in 
God *8 name I Pommern, which they call the Provincia litigiosa; try it 
there first I * ^ And Cocceji, a vigorous old man of sixty-seven, one ot 
the most learned of Lawyers, and a very Hercules in cleaning Law 
Stables, has, on Friedrich*s urgencies, — which have been repeated on 
every breathing-time of Peace there has been, and even sometimes in the 
middle of War (last January 1746, for example ; and again, express 
Order, January 1740, a fortnight after Peace was signed), — actually 
got himself girt for this salutary work. ' Wash me out that horror ot 
accumulation, let us see the old Pavements of the place again. Every 
Lawsuit to be finished within the Year ' ’ 

Cocceji, who had been meditating such matters for a great while,® and 
was himself eager to proceed, in spite of considerable wigged oppositions 
and secret reluctances that there were, did now, on that fiat of September 
l 6 th, get his Select Commission of Six riddled together and adjoined to 
him, — the likeliest Six that Prussia, in her different Provinces, could 
yield ; — and got the Stlinde of Pommern, after duo committee-ing and 
deliberating, to consent and promise help. December 81 st, 1746, was 
the day the Stdnde consented : and January 10th, 1747, Cocceji and his 
Six set-out for Pommern. On a longisli Enterprise, in that Province 
and the others ; — of which we shall have to take notice, and give at least 
the dates as they occur. 

To sweep-out pettifogging Attorneys, cancel improper Advocates, to 
regulate Fees ; to war, in a calm but deadly manner, against pedantries, 
circumlocutions and the multiplied forma of stupidity, cupidity and 
human owlery in this department; — and, on the whole, to realise from 

^ Seyfarth, ii. 22, 23. * Ranke, ii. 392. 

* ‘1st March 1738,’ Friedrich Wilhelm’s ‘Edict ’on Law Reform: Cocceji 
ready at that time ; — but his then Majesty forbore. 



every now jviui ouwaran, *a aociHiou to all Lawsuits within a 

Year after Dioir bo^^innin^/ r\m latter result, Friodricli thinks, will 
Itfiolf ho liiKhly l)onoru*inl ; and ho tho flip;u of all manner of improve- 
moiilH. Am! Ootuioji, Hiunnnn^^ it witli thono potent law-oyos of his, 
vouturoH to asH\n-c liim tliat it will ho possihlo. As, in fact, it proved ; 
—honour to Cocooji and his and Kin^r's Kathor withah 'Samuel 

voti ('occoji' (ways ati old Nido), ^hou of a Law-Profossor, and himself 
once Huch,~-waH pirlcod-tip by l-'i-iodricli ^Yi^ho]nl, for tho Official career, 
nmny yearn u^o, A man of wholoHomo, by no nicaiia weakly aspect,— 
to j\idK0 hy his ih)rlnul, wlfich is the chief "Biography” 1 have of 
hiim Potmit <^ye« and oyidirowH, ditto blunt uoso; honest, almost 
carol OHH lips, uiul deep chin w’oll dewlaj)pcd , ox tensive penetrative face, 
not pincored ttjgollmr, but potently fallen closed comfortable to see, 
in a wig of auch magnitude, Kriedricli, a judge of men, calls him "a 
man of nterling rluirar.tor (rnmrth'fi init^tfroal droit), whose qualities would 
have Hulted the mdilo Umes of liio Roman Republic.”'' Ho has lus 
Ilorculean bat.lb‘, his MaMter and he have, with tho Owlorioa and tho 
vulturouH Baw-RedantrieH, which I always lovo Friedrich for dotoating 
ns he does : and, during tho next five years, tho world will hoar often of 
F<iccoji, and oftliiH PrusHian r4aw-Uor(jrm by hViedrioh and him. 

llis MaJcHty'H excrtioiiH to malco Ptvuiu wore not successful; what 
does lie in his power Is, to keep o»R of tho quarrel himself. It appears 
great bopen wero iuRerUijn'd, Uy hojuo in ICngljiml, of gaining Friedrich 
over; of making him Stipremo (‘aplaiu to the (Juuho of Liberty. And 
proK])ecU were heULimt Lti him, (juaHi-j))rorH nnido, of a really inagnifi 
cent nature, -underiiablo, linnigh obscure, Herr Uanko has been among 
the ArcUivcH again ; and comen (mt witli fractional snatches of a very 
Htrango * Paper fnuti Fuglmid * ; capricioiiHly hiding all details about it, 
all intelligible ex]ilanuliou ; ho that you In vain ask, ' Where, When, 
Jlow, lly wliom ? ‘ ainl can only gu(*HH to yourself that Carteret was 
Humeliow at tlm bottom of tlie tiling; aut dariRretns aui Diabolus. 

‘ Wlnil wo nil) your MajcHty think to be elected JStadtln)lder of Holland ? 
W'ilhout a SUidtliolder, tbeKO Dutch are wortli uotliiiig; not hoistahle, 
nor of UNO when hointod, nil |>alavoring and pulling dilTorcnt ways. Must 
iiavc a iStadtlioIder ; and one that utmids firm on some basis of his own. 
Sladtholiler of Ihdlatid, King of Prussia, — you thou, in such position, 
take the rtdriH of IIuh poor /loundiiring ICnglish-Dutch Germanic Anti- 
Freucli War, you ; and tlrive it in tho style you have. Conquer back tho 
NotherlandH to u« ; I'ronch NolherlandH as well. French and Austrian 
NotlitM'IundH together, yourn in perpetuity; Dutch Stadtholdorato as 
good an ditto: this, with PruHsia and Uh fighting capabilities, will ho a 

' OCuvres^ iv. 2. 


plonflant IVolostnnt Austria niroH liltlo aluuit lha NothorlniulH, 

lu compariKOU. Austria, ^otUu^ buck its I.orraiuo and Alsaco, will bo 
coulont, will bo Htrun|<i: on its foot, ^Vhat if it sbould even Iono Italy? 
Franco, Spain, Sardinia, tbo Italian IVtly FrincijiaUlics and AnarcbloM: 
riuppoHO tboy tu|< and insslo, and collapao tboro uh Ihuy can? Hut lot 
I'Vanco try to look ac.roHH the Hbino a^^ain ; and to Ibreatou 'routHcblaud, 
ICn^fland, and llio Caiiso of Human Liberty tompm-al or Hpirituul I* 

Tbia in an I bon lieu) !y tlio pur)H)rt of Herr Rnnko'H extraordinary Docu-^ 
meut ; ' gucssablo an duo to CartvirUm or IXnholuit, Ihu'o ia an outlook ; 
licro in a carom* an (/Oiuiuorinff Hero, if that wore ono’n lino! A very 
nia/^nificont Ki*tnind-]>lan ; buiif^-uj) to kindle tlio fancy of a young; King;, 
—who is far loo prudent to g;<> K at all. More duliniLo quaHi-ollicial 
oITors, it HomuH, wore iiuido him from tlui Haiiio ([uarler : SubnidioH to 
b(}g;in with, sucli Hubsidien an nobody over had before; nay 
Htorling; by Ibo Year. 'Lo which Friedrich aiiHwerod, SSubHidioH, your 
Kxcolloucy?* (Aru ^Yo u llackuoy-t ‘oacluuun, then?) atul, with much 
contempt, turned Iiia back un that (jfl'or. No fiKhling; l<i bo liad, Ijy 
purebaHO or Hoduction, out of liiiH young; man. \Yill )ioL play tbo (’oii" 
quoring; Hero at all, nor llie Hackney-Coachman at all ; has decided 'not 
to fiffbt a cat' if lot alono ; but to do and oudeavour a (julle other Hot of 
thing:ri, for the rest of liis liA». 

Friedricli, roadern cun obHorvo, iH in>t uplifted with hi« f(rcutnoHH, 
Ho huH been loo much liealen and bruined to bo anylliitig: but uuulcHlly 
tlmnkful for g;eLting;“Out of Hucb a deadly claHb of cbaolic Mwordn. 
SeomH to have little pride oven in Imh ‘Five VIctorioN*; or biden It 
well. 'J’ulkH not over-much about tberio IbingH; lalkn of Ibom, ho far 
UK wo can bear, with bin old comruden (»nly, in praiwi' of thvir prowoMHen ; 
UH a Him)>lo human t)eliig;i not as a Hitpromo of captalnH ; and (d limuH 
acknowlodg;oH, in a fine wincoro way, the omnipotonco t)f Luck in uuiltor« 
of War. 

One of the most clmrncloriNtift traits, oxteiiHivcly nymbolical of Fried- 
rlcb'H IntentionH and outlookn at tbin lOpocli, in Ivia itiHlallinK of IdruHolf 
in the liltlo DweUing-IIouHO, whie.li Jwis hIuco become «o celebrated 
under tlm name of SanB-Soucl. 'I’lie plan of Sniis-Souci,^ an elegant 
commodiouH little 'Country Hox,’ quite ctf nuxleHt ]>rele}tHionH, one 
story high ; on the pleuHaut Hill-lop near PotHdam, with other llltla 
green IliliH, and ])ieaHant views of laml and water, all round, had been 
Kkelched in part by Frieilricli hhuHolf; aiul the dIggingH /nid terracings 
of the lUll-sido were juHt beginning, wlien ho quitted for the Last 
War, 'April Mtb, wbllo lie lay in Uioho perilouH (Miigmatic 

clroumHtuiicoH at NuIhho with PandourH and devouring bugbearH rourul 
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more, an in the old UoinHborg oaso) : and the work, whioli had boon 
Hteudily prociuulinf^ while tljo Mauler Htruf^glod in thoHO dan^crouH baltloH 
and advonturoH lar away from it, waa in p;o()d for ward noHB at Ida return. 
An objoot of choorful inloront to him ; propholio of cal mum* yoara ahead. 

It wuH not till May 1747, that the formal occupation took place : 
‘ Mayday I7‘i7,' ho had a f^raud HouHO-hoatin^, or Murnt Dinner, of 
iiOO covora: and May IDLli-iiOtli wuh the firnt niprjit of hin nleeijing there/ 
Kor the next Forty Yearn, cH])ecially an yearn advanced, ho npent the 
moHt of bin dayn and nl|;^htH in thin little MaiiHion ; whicli hecamo more 
and more hin favourite retreat, whenever the uoIhoh and Hcenic oti(|uettoH 
were not inexorable. ^ ; which wo may traiiHlato ‘ No" 

Hothor/ A buHy place Uuh too, but of the {|uiet kind ; and more a 
homo to 1dm than any of the 'I’liroo fine PulaccH (\dtimaloly Four), 
which lay alwayn waiting; for 1dm in the nei|^hhoiirh(md, Uorlin and 
(.‘harloLLonburff aro about twenty miloH ofT; PoUdam, whicl», like the 
other two, 1h ndlior conHummaU^ amoiif^ PalacoH, lioH leftwino in front 
of him within a Hhort mile. And at lenp;th, to riyht hand, in a Hlmilar 
dlHtanco and direction, came the ‘ AVae AVA/w* (New Pahuie of 
Potndam), called alno the * Pulacfl of SauHnSouci,' in diHtinction frotn 
the Dwellinf<-llouHO, or a« it wore (Jardon- House, which made that 
name ho famouH. 

(.’ortainly It Ih a HiKniticant feature of Friedrich ; and dlmdoHOH the 
inborn proclivity ho had to retirement, to nludy and relloction, as the 
chosen element of liiimiin life. ^Vhy ho foil u))on ho ambitions a title 
for IdH Royal (k)ttaf<o? ' A^><•Ilothor ' was not practically a tldnff he, 
of all men, could connider poMHihle in this world : at tlie utmoHt perha))H, 
by good care, ^ /wM-Uotlier * I 'I'lie name, It appearH, oamo I)y accident. 
Ho had prepared his I'oinlt, and varlouH 'Pombn, in tiio nklrlH of lids 
new ('ottnge: looking at IheHC, as tlie bidldhig of them wont on, ho 
was lieard to Hay, «>no day (Spring 17*P0 j D' Argons strolling boHldo 
him: * iilors Jn nmti munt tiour.i (Once one will be out of 

bother) F’ A Haying wldch waH rumoured cd’, and repeated in Hociety, 
being by hucIi a man. Out of wlilch rumotir in society, and the ovidoni 
aim of the Cottage Royal, there wuh gradually horn, uh VenuH from the 
froth of tlie Hoa, tldw name, ' SnuH-Soucl ‘ ; which Friodricli adopted; 
and, before the Yiuir was out, bad put upon Ids lintel in gold loltors. 
So that, by ‘Mayday 17*17,’ tlie name was in idl mon’a momoricH ; and 
haH continued ever hIuco.* 'l'ouri«tH know this (‘ottiigo Royal : Fried- 
rich’s * 'Pliroo Rooms in It ; one of them a Lilirury ; in another, a HtlU. 
Alcove willi an iron Bed ’ (iron, witlmut (uirlaiuH ; old Hoftcuuul luU the 
UHual royal idglilcap) all(jgelher a soldier's lodging :««“nll this still standH 

^ Preusi, i. 20 tS, clc. ; Nicohu, iii. lacK), 



m it did. Olioyrrully liiulviiit!’ diuvu t»u Us ^anlriiUtMTai’t's, Hluira, (iivi'k 
statuoH, and np^ainsl Ihc iVi'n hUv : landiajH \vi' niuy vlhit it in timo 
coming, and (uko a nuin* spc’clal vww. In Uin W^nvn tnnv on luntd, 
Friodrii'li, I think, did nnt innch prnrlically livo tluno, only nhirifd 
tidtiior now and tlnni, Ilia ttliiof rrsidinirtv ih Htill IhUHilain I’nlan^; and 
in Oarnival liino, that of Horlin ; with ( ‘InirloUonhnrfc for omisioual 
foHtivitioHj OH))iuMally in Huinmi'r, tlio ^ardiMis llnwo hoin;( lino. 

Tliis of Smis-Soiu‘i is hut portion of a widor Tinulonoy, 
witior set of endeavours on Kriedrirh's part, wlneh returns 
upon him now that Peaee has returned : d'hat of improviii|r 
his own Domestieilies, whilt‘ he l{dn)tn‘s at .so manv puhlie 
improvements. Ga/in^ lon^;* on that sinuma'in^^ ‘'ryplioou 
of Marine-stores ' above nuad ioued, we do Iraee 'Three f^nsit 
Heads of Endeavour in this IVaee Pta’ioil. Firsts Ihe Reform 
of Diw ; whieh, us above hinled, is m)W earnest ly pushed 
forward a/^ain, and was hrou^^ht to what was lhou;^d\t e»)m- 
plelion before long. With mueh rinnour of apj danse from 
contempoiviry jnankind. (kmcernin^ whieh \v<\ mv to 
.some indieatit>ns, W(a'e it only dates in Iheir onha* ; Ihoujj^li, 
as the afiair turned out not to he eompleleil, but had to l)e 
takeii-up af>;ain afUas and is an allair lyin/j;; wiiU^ of 

liritish ktiu, lherl^ neisl not, and indt-ed eannol, he mueh 
said of it just now, Srtvntlh/^ tluae is ea^^ta* h'url hennjj;; of 
the Ilushaudries, tlu^ ('ommerei's, Praelieat ArT-, espeeially 
at ))resentj that of E()rei|;;;n Comimare, and Shipphi/^ from 
the Port of Endaten. Whieh shall have due iioliee. Ami 
thmllij^ wl)/d; mu.sl la* our main lopie lieic, lliere is Unit of 
Imjwoving tlu! l)om(*slieities, the Ilousidiold iMijoyimads sueli 
(Ui they wo.iv.; (^s[a;eially delltifdilc as Rcaiewal of Ihe old 
lleinsher^ Program; al.templ mon* stnaiumiH than evta* to 
reali.se that l)eautirnl ideal. Whieli, and tlu» lolal failure of 
winch, and the eonseiimad ipiasi al>andonuuad of it for lime 
coming, are still, intriuhically and liy aeeidiad, of eunsidta-ahle 
interest to motlerit readers, 

OuriouH, and in some sort touching, to observe how that 
old original Life-Program still reemia'ges on Ibis King: 
‘Something of melodious possible in oiu^'s poor life, is not 



tluTo? A J^iiV to lljo Pmclical DuLios, yea; bub to the 
Muses as well ! -Of I'nedrielfs sueeess in his Iia\v-Ue{bnus, 
in his IIiisI).‘iiulri(\s, (’onniu’rees and ,l‘'urlhemnces, eon- 
apieiiously ‘j^'real as it was, there is no possibility of inakin(i; 
careless reader’s co}i;nisaui: at ihis tlay. Only by (:ho great 
results,”- a ‘ Prussia in his lime, and the like,— 

can studious readers convince themselves, in a cold and merely 
statistic way. But in nispead; ot Life l.o th(‘ Muses, wc have 
happily the. meaus of showing that in /letual vitality; in 
prae.tieal struggle towards fullllmeut, > and how extremely 
disappointing the n-sull was. In a wt)rd, Volluirt* pays his 
Fifth and llnnl Visit in this Pm’iod ; tin* Voltaire matter 
comes to its consnnnnation. To that, as to one t)r the few 
tilings which arc perlectly know/d)l(* in tliis period of Ten- 
Yaira Pmr, and in which mankind still lake int(‘reHt, we 
purpose mostly (,o devott; ourselves here. 

T<‘n years of a gnsit King's life, leu busy y<-ars too ; and 
nothing visibh* in lliem, of main signilicance, but a erash of 
Author's (^luarrels, and ilu^ (’roNvning Visit of \’ollain‘? 'Truly 
yes, reader; so it Inis been ordered. Innumerable liigh- 

dressed giMitlemeu, gods of tliis lower world, are gom^ all It) 
inorganie ])owdt‘r, no comforlabh* or prolilabh* memory to 
1)0 lield of lhi*m mon‘ ; and this ()tjf>r Voltaire, without 
implennait except lh(‘ tongin* anti brain of him, he is still 
a shining object to all the [io[)ulal.itjns ; and they say and 
symbt)l to me, ‘‘Tell us of him! lie is the man !' Very 
strange indeed. Changed times sinn*, for dogs barking at 
Uu* heels of him, and lions roaring ahi^ad, for Asses of 

Mirept)ix, for foul crtsilures in higli di/.enment, and foul 

creatures who were hungry valets of the same,*- this man 

could hardly get tlu^ highways wfdked ! And indeed had to 
keep his eyes well t)])(‘n, and always have covert within reach, 
- undta* pain t)f htnng lorn to pieces, while he wtmt ahoul. 
in tint llesli, or rnlher in lli(*hon(‘s, poor lean being. Changed 
times; within the (’entury last past! For indeetl then* was 
in that man what far tnuisecnds all di/enintmt, and ienipt)rary 
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})otency over valets, over legions, treasure-vaults and dim 
millions mostly blockhead : a spark of Heaven'’s own lucency, 
a gleam from the Eternities (in small measure) ; — which 
becomes extremely noticeable when the Dance is over, when 
your tallow-dips and wax-lights are burnt-out, and the brawl 
of the night is gone to bed» 


CHAPTER II 

PEKV AT VOLTAIRE AND HIS DIVINE EMILIE (BY 
CANDLELIGHT) IN THE TIDE OF EVENTS 

Public European affairs require little remembrance ; the 
War burning well to leeward of us henceforth, A huge world 
of smoky chaos ; the special fires of it, if there be anything 
of fire, are all the more clear far in the distance. Of which 
sort, and of which only, the reader is to have notice. 
Marechal de Saxe, — King Louis oftenest personally there, to 
give his name and countenance to things done, — is very 
glorious in the Netherlands ; captures, sometimes by surprisal, 
place after place (beautiful surprisal of Brussels last winter) ; 
with sieges of Antwerp, Mons, Charleroi, victoriously follow- 
ing upon Brussels: and, before the end of 1746, he is close 
upon Holland itself ; intent on having Namur and Maestri cht ; 
for which the poor Sea-Powers, with a handful of Austrians, 
fight two Battles, and are again beaten both times.^ A 
glorious, ever- victorious Marc^chal ; and has an Army very 
‘ high-toned,’ in more than one sense : indeed, I think, one 
of the loudest-toned Armies ever on the field before. Loud 
not with well -served Artillery alone, but wiLh playactor 

' I®, Battle of Roucoux^ iith October 17465 Prince Karl commanding, 
English taking mainly the stress of fight, — Saxe having already outwitted poor 
Karl, and Namur. 2®. Battle of Lawfelt, or Lauffeld, called also of VaU 
2 d of July 1747 ; Royal Highness of Cumberland commanding (and taking most 
of the stress; Ligonier made prisoner, etc.),— Dutch fighting ill, and Bathyani 
and his Austrians hardly in the fire at all. 



^ A d-ll I L 1 1 ICi evil L XJllCiVLl C 

gasconading talk, with orgies, debaucheries, — busy service of 
the Devil, and pleasant consciousness that we are Heaven’s 
masterpiece, and are in perfect readiness to die at any 
moment ; — our elasticity and agility e/an’ as we call it) 
well kept up, in that manner, for the time being. 

Hungarian Majesty, contrary to hope, neglects the Nether- 
lands, ‘ Holland and EngUuid, for their own sake, will manage 
there I ’ — and directs all her resources, and her lately Anti- 
Prussian Annies (General Browne leading them) upon Italy, 
as upon the grand interest now. Little to the comfort of 
the Sea-Powers. But Hungaidan Majesty is decided to cut- 
in upon the Fi’ench and Spaniards, in that fine Country, — 
who had been triumphing too much of late ; Maillebois 
and Sefior de Gages doing their mutual exploits (though 
given to quan’el) ; Don Philip wintering in Milan even 
(1745-1746); and the King of Sardinia getting into French 
courses again. 

Strong cuts her Hungarian Majesty does inflict, on the 
Italian side ; tumbles Infant Philip out of Milan and his 
Carnival gaieties, in plenty of hurry ; besieges Genoa, 
Marquis Botta d’Adorno (our old acquaintance Botta) her 
siege- cap tain, a native of this region ; brings back the 
wavering Sardinian Majesty ; captures Genoa, and much 
else. Captures Genoa, we say, — had not Botta been too 
rigorous on his countrymen, and provoked a revolt again, 
Revolt of Genoa, which proved difficult to settle. In fine, 
Hungarian Majesty has, in the coiu*se of this year 1746, 
with aid of the reconfirmed Sardinian Majesty, satisfactorily 
beaten the French and Spaniards. Has, — after two murderous 
Battles gained over the Maillebois-Gages people, — driven both 
French and Spaniards into corners, Maillebois altogether 
home again across the Var ; — nay, has descended in actual 
Invasion upon France itself. And, before New-year’s day 
1747, General Browne is busy besieging Antibes, aided by 
English Seventy-fours ; so that ‘ sixty French Battalions’ have 
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to hiUTy home, from winter-quarters, towards those Provencal 
Counti’ies ; and Marechal de Belleisle^ who commands there, 
has his hands full. Triumphant enough her Hungarian 
Majesty, in Italy ; while in the Netherlands, the poor Sea- 
Powers have met with no encouragement from the Fates or 
her.^ All which the reader may keep imagining at his con- 
venience ; — but will be glad rather, for the present, to go 
with us for an actual look at M. de Voltaire and the divine 
Emilie, whom we have not seen for a long time. Not much 
has happened in the interim ; one or two things only which 
it can concern us to know ; — scattered fragments of memorial, 
on the way thus far ; 

1“, M, de Vo/tav'e has^ in 1745, made way at Court. Divine Emilio 
picked-up her Voltaire from that fine Diplomatic course, and went home 
with him out of our sight, in the end of 1743 ; the Diplomatic career 
gradually declaring itself barred to him thenceforth. Since which, 
nevertheless, he has had his successes otherwise, especially in his old 
Literary course : on the whole, hviglitor sunshine than usual, though 
never without tempestuous clouds aUending. Goes about, with liis 
divine Emilio, now wearing browner and leaner, both of them ; and 
takes the good and evil of life, mostly in a quiet manner ; sensible that 
afternoon is come. 

The tlirice-famous Pompadour, who had been known to him in the 
Chrysalis state, did not forget him on becoming Head-Butterfly of the 
Universe. By her help, one long wish of his soul was gratified, and did 
not hunger or thirst any more. Some uncertain footing at Court, 
namely, was at length vouchsafed him : — uncertain ; for the Most 


^ ^Battle of Piacenza* (Prince Lichtenstein, with whom is Browne, versus 
Gages and Maillebois), i6th June 1746 [Adelung^ v. 427); * Battle of Rotto- 
freddo’ (Botta chief Austrian there, and our old friend Biirenklau getting killed 
there), I2th August 1746 462) : whereupon, 7M September^ Genoa (which 

had declared itself Anti- Austrian latterly, not without cause, and brought the 
tug of War into those parts) is coerced by Botta to open its gates, on grievous 
terms {tb. 484-489) * so that, November 30M, Browne, no Bourbon Army now on 
the field, enters Provence (crosses theVar, that day), and tries Antibes : 
December^ Popular Revolt in Genoa, and Expulsion of proud Botta and his 
Austrians {ib. 518-523) ; upon which surprising event (which could not be 
mended during the remainder of the War), Browne’s enterprise became impos- 
sible. See Buonamici, Hisioire de la dernUre Revolution de Genes j Adelung, 
V. : vi. : etc. etc. 








uitijunty iiiLiiui nituuuuitiu umiur tnuMii ruriMiiii;iu ryi!«. 

under that voiro ^ Hoinhro and inajcHtnniH/ with Huoh tnniH lyin^ in it : — 
some uneorUin footing at (h)urt; and from the beginning of hiH 
luck, in the C’ourt HphoreHj began to mount in a wonderful and world" 
evident manner. On groundH tragically ailly, aa ho thought thorn, Oji 
the Dauphin’H Wedding/— a 'rermagant’a Infanta coming hither aa 
DauphineaH, at thia timo,-"-thoro needed to ho ( Jourt-HhowH, Dramaticulos, 
Tranaparoncioa; FeaNta of Uuiternrij or 1 know not what. Voltairo was 
the chosen man ; Voltaire and llamoau (roadors liavo hoard of Rnm(iau*tt 
Nephew, and muaical roadors still osteom Rameau) did their feat; wo 
may think with what porfecLion^ with what splondour of reward. Alas, 
ami the foat dono was, to ono of Urn pavtiosj ho unspeakably con- 
tomptihlo 1 Voltairo penHively surveying Life, hrushes tlio Hounding 
HtriugH ; and humH to hiiUHolf, the carhunclo eyes carrying iu them 
almost Homotliing of wot ; 

* A(on Uourl Qimtro H via ZaVro, 

Kl inon Avii^.rivatn Ah.lro, 

Nc vi*onl xHtlu jtmtiis un uni rtpanl dn iJoi; 

JUivais milk cnueviu atr« trh pen dc vloire: 

/id# /icantdur# ti ki 6iVa# plenvcnt ci\lln mr inoi 
Pour nn Pureg dti In /'bird.’ ^ 

Yes, my friend ; It Ih a (MinHldoralilo aHS, tills world ; hy no means the 
Perfectly Wine jmt at the top of It (an one could wish), and the ihn'feotly 
PooUhIi at the hultmn. AVilnoHH nay, wilneHs PHyche Pompadour hor- 
Holfj is not she an emblem I Take your luck wiLbout orlUciHin ; luck 
good and bad vlHiU all. 

li*. Axulpot {fdo the Aondtmp fieA'l Vmr,b% aonarqunnu]. In ] 7 *lih the 
Academy itself^ Pompadour favouring, in made willing; Voltairo hooh 
hiniHolf among the Forty : soul, on that Hitlo too, be at oaHO, and liungor 
not nor thirst any more.* ThiH higliost of folioiticH could not ho nchlovod 

^ *My Ilmri QuatUt my my Ahir<^ (higli works very many), * could 

never purcluvsc me a mn^lc glance of the King ; I had nudlitudcs of enemies, 
and very lilllc fame honours and riches rain on me, at last, for a Farce of the 
Fair’ (C/i/mm, li. 151). 

The * Farce* (wliich l»y no meanB {{flkd itself such) was PnHcts.u dt Navarra 
{Qiuvns, Ixxiil. 251): first acted 23d Fehuuiry 1745, Ihiy of the Wctbling. 
Gentlemnnahip of the Chamber thercujam (which Vt)Itairo, by perinisHion, 
sold, shortly after, for 2,500/., with titles retained), and appointment as Ilia* 
torioprapher Koyal, Poor Dauphincss did not live long; Louis xvi.’a Mother 
was a xdftfwr/ Wife, Saxcm-Polish Majesty's nau|thler. 

* ‘ May 9lh, 1746, Voltaire is received at the Academy; and makes a very 
fine Discourse* (Jiarhiet^ ii. 488). OCuvras d 4 PoKuin^ Ixxiii. 355, 385, 
and i. 97. 
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without ftu ujLfl)* nrrtoujuuiimuiit tVoin tht* Hurnumtliiig Ihjpulm’u, 
Di’Hionlnim'K i** lU'iui, nttlV tinua in Siulum ; hutwuniH ant for n HUceuHrtor» 
fur n u lutlo n<if.r;^orv ot lut’li. \V lu) aro all awaKo, aail toiigua 

on thin orcuHioa. ‘riiurt^ in M. lltii tho ' IVu't/ uh Iu' was lht*a rockomul; 
jin^liuK Hoi, who roarm'tH hutlnrai i‘uhatu\ioM ; who rollocU oht oiu'h, 
niprinlM llio haino, aioi Mrajls‘rra\iuu)i, wa t)jiora iMthllor, to vond tlauu. 

Krom which Mpr»u»ff a I^aw^vut, /’kh.V VVairna^ ot faiuouH mclmudndy 
Hurt. Ah \'ollairr hud i*»thoc iho huhit nt »un-h m.oI tui'lnacholy UiWHuitn, 
wo will ptiuii' on ihiM ot ’IVavcaol tor a uioujcat : 

I 

h*. .S*i/ni;aori/ ({f Trnvrual iMw&mt, * Monilay IHh Mwy I7 t‘h "ns iho ] 

Day of ci'ccptiiin at tla» Acaihuoy ; reception anil iVujlion, thrice jiuvoury 
to VoUairo. Hut what ua exploMlnu of the I )(>>?«ei‘ieH, hetore, ihiria^’ «i\(l 
after tluit event I \*ttltnire lunl tvieti to he pnolerU, toti. Ho had hcen 
corrcrtpundia^; with Ihipes, witli (‘aulinuU; and, ia 4 fau' IVaukduokin^; 
way, eapiurioK their HUllVages : not hy Iyit»^% which in M:enerul la' wiMhen 
to avoid, hut hy HpeakioK half the Imth ; ia nIouI, hy advaaciuK, ia n | 

dcxleriuiH, <liplomalic way, llie unclovca foot, ia thoHo N'alican preciuclH. ' 

And lutd I lie Holy Katlu'r'H ow n hu!lra>je fi»r Mulmtnrt (think of Ihut, 
yon Amh of Mirepoix !)j anouiK other i-iro-i that miKht riHO. \^*hon Uuh 
H eat, nnuniijr the i-‘orty fell vacant, his v<»ry hrHt nwaHore, luark it, 
Orthodox rtMvdin’, was a Letter to the Chief Je-itiit, halhcr Ij'lour, 

Head of one^n tdtl Collei^e of laiuis h' (»runtL A Letter ot line lilial 
tmitir : My excellent old Schoolinasli'ii*, t«i whom 1 ow(' everylhinfd 
the reprohenlaliveH of learning, of decorum, of IVu|^alily anil luodeHt 
human virtue : In what contnwit to the oliMcure Do^'^erieu jioaching ahout i 

In the HtreoLK*Hterrt, and Hying at the peuceahlo puHnenger !" ^ Which ' 

captivated Katljor l/alour; and made mallerM wmoolli on Hint aiilo; no | 

that even the Atir.im dt\ Mirtjutiv mU\ nothing, thin time: What could 
lie Hay? No cloven foot vinihli^, and tin* AuthoriticM atrong. 

'Voltaire had Hlurled aHthanlidate with lhe*ie judicionw prelimiimrleH, 

Voltaire wiih olecteil, uh we naw ; line DUcourne, lUh May; and oa the 
Ofilciid Hide all thlagH coinfortahle, Hut, ia the meanwhile, the 
DoggericH, uh aalural, nci'ing the Ihlag now likely, had rlnea to a never- 
imagined ))ilcli ; and had filled PnriH, and, to Vollaire'H excruciated HciiHe, 
the lliilvorHe, willi tlieir liowlingH and their hyiena laugliler, wltli their 
paaquilK, HuticeH, old and new. Mo that \\dtnire conhl notHtand It; and, 
in evil hour, niHlied down htairn upon them ; Heized one poor dog, 
Travenol, unknown to him an Kiddhw nr otlierwiHe; jiinioiied Dog 
Travouol, with pincern, hy the earn, him for one; proper Hollce piacorrt, 

' In I'oliatnnmf 014 ytfn/>/tfX0un'(/ua, cU*. (I’aiis, 1748), i. 150*160, | 

thfc iMUr Uaclf, ' l^avis, 7lh kohrmny 1746‘j omitted (without need, or real f 

cause on any side) in llic common Collcuiions of UC$tvrts th VpKttifU, t 



this was not the right dog ; this^ we say, was Travenol a Fiddler at the 
Opera, who, except the street-noises, knew nothing of Voltaire ; much 
less had the least pique at him ; but had taken to hawking certain 
Pasquils (Jingler Roi*s Collection, it appears), to turn a desirable penny 
by them, 

^ And mistakes were made in the Affair Travenol, — old Father Travenol 
haled to prison, instead of Son,— by the Lieutenant of Police and his 
people. And Voltaire took the high-hand method (being well at Court) : 
— and thereupon hungry Advocates took-up Dog Travenol and his 
pincered ears ; Serene Judges of the Cliatelet, Most Christian Populace 
of Paris, did you ever see a Dog so pincered by an Academical Gentle- 
man before, merely for being hungry?" And Voltaire, getting madder 
and madder, appealed to the Academy (which would not inteifere) ; filed 
Criminal Informations ; appealed to the Chatelet, to the Courts above 
and to the Courts below ; and, for almost a year, tlieve went on the 

Proch-TravenoV* : ^ Olympian Jove in distressed circumstances versus 
a liungry Dog who had eaten dirty puddings. Paris, in al! its Saloons 
and Literary Coffeehouses (figure the Anire de Procope, on Publication 
nights I), had, monthly or so, the exquisite malign banquet; and grinned 
over the Law Pleadings ; what Magazine Serial of our day can he bo 
interesting to the emptiest mind 1 

^Lasted, I find, for above a year. From Spring 174G till towards 
Autumn 1747 : Voltaire^s feelings being — Haha, so exquisite, all the 
wliile ! — Well, reader, I can judge how amusing it was to high and low. 
And yet Phoebus Apollo going about as mere Cowherd of Admetus, and 
exposed to amuse the populace by his duels with dogs that have bitten 
him ? It is certain Voltaire was a fool, not to be more cautious of getting 
into gutter-quarrels ; not to have a thicker skin, in fact.* 

Prochs-'Tvavenol escorting one’s Triumphal Entry ; what an adjunct ! 
Always so : always in your utmost radiance of sunshine a shadow ; and 
in your softest outburst of Lydian or Splieral symphonies something of 
eating Care ! Then too, in the Court-circle itself, ' is Trajan pleased,* 
or are all things well ? Readers have heard of that ^ Trajan estAl con- 
tent}' It occurred Winter 174/5 (27th November 1746, a date worth 
marking), while things were still in the flush of early hope. That even- 


1 About Mayday 1746, Seizure of Travenol ; Pleadings are in vigour August 
1746 ; not done April 1747. In Voliairiana, ii. 141-206, Pleadings etc. copiously 
given ; and most of the original Libels, in different parts of that sad Book (com- 
piled by Travenol’s Advocate, a very sad fellow himselO J see also (Euvres de 
Vcliaire, Ixxiii. 355 385 h 97; Barbier, ii. 487. All in a very 

jumbled, dateless, vague and incorrect condition. 
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ing, our Temple de la Gloire (Temple of Glory) had just been acted for the 
first timej in honour of him wo may call ^Trajan/ returning from a 
^ Fontenoy and Seven Cities captured : * ^ 

‘JBfiyims, divin Ttajcm^ vainqueur doux ‘Return, divine Trajan, oomiuoror Bwoot 

et terrible ; and torriblo ; 

Le raonde eit mon rivals tons lez cesura The world ia my rival, all hoarta aro 

zontil ioi ; thino ; 

Mais est-il im oceur plus sensible^ But is thoro a heart more loving, 

Et qui V adore plus quo moi Or that adores thoo luoro than I ? * 

An allegoric Dramatic Piece; naturally very admirable at Versailles. 
Issuing radiant from Fall of tlio Curtain^ Voltaire had the further honoui 
to see his Majesty pass out; Majesty escorted by lliclicliou, one’s old 
friend in a sense : ‘ Is Trajan pleased ? ’ wliispered Voltaire to his 
Richelieu ; overheard by Trajanj — who answered in words nothing, but 
in a visible glance of the eyes did answer, ^ Imjiortiuont Lackey ! 
Trajan being a man unready with speech ; and disliking trouble with tlic 
people whom he paid for keeping his boots in polish. Oli my winged 
Voltaire, to what dunghill Bubbly-Jocks {Coqs d'lnde) you do stoop vvitl; 
homage, constrained by their appearance of more size 1 — 

Evidently no perfect footing at Court, after all. And thou tlu 
Pompadour, could she, Head-Butterfly of the Universe, be an anchor thnl 
would hold, if gales rose ? Rather she is liersolf somewhat of a gale, o] 
a continual liability to gales ; unstable as the wind 1 Voltaire did hit 
best to be useful, as Court Poet, as director of Private Theatricals 
above all, to soothe, to flatter Pompadour ; and never neglected tliit 
evident duty. But, by degrees, the envious Lackoy-pcopio made cabals 
turned the Divine Butterfly into comparative indifference for Voltaire 
into preference of a Crebillon’s poor faded Pieces: ^Suitablor these 
Madame, for the Private Tlieatricala of a Most Christian Majesty. 
Think wliat a stab ; crueler than daggers through one’s heart : ^ Cre 
billon?’ M. de Voltaire said nothing; looked nothing, in those sacroc 
circles ; and never ceased outwardly his worship, and assiduous tuning 
of the Pompadour : but ho felt — as only Phoebus Apollo in the like cas( 
can ! ^ Away ! ’ growled he to himself, when this atrocity had culminated 
And, in effect, is, since the end of 1746 or so, pretty much withdrawi 
from the Versailles Olympus ; and lias sot, privately in the distance (iiov 
at Cirey, now at Paris, in our petit palais there), with his wliolo will am 
fire, to do Crebillon’s dead Dramas into living ones of his own, Dcm 
Oatilina of Crebillon into Rome Sauv^e of Voltaire, and the other sample 

^ Seven of them; or even eight, of a kind : Tournay, Ghent, Bruges, Nicu 
port, Dendermond, Atb, Ostend ; and nothing lost but Cape Breton and one’ 
Codfisbery. 

* Temple de la Gloire^ Acte iv, ( CEuvres^ xii. 328 ). 


of (lend into livinp:, — that Htu])i(l old (’rtddllon hiniBolf and tins whole 
UniverHO may judge, uud oven Ihunpadmiv feel a romovKe ! — ReadevB 
shall funoy thcHii things ; and that the w(ndd is coming back to ila old 
poor drab colotir with do VoUaIro; hlH divine Emilio and ho rubbing 
along on tlie old conrused ttn'ina. One faco-'to-faco peep of them roadorH 
shall now have ; and that is to bo enough, or more than enough : 


Voltaire and the divine KviUic ajipear S'uddvnlj/>i one Nighty 
at Sccaaiv 

About tlio middle of August 1747, King Eriodricdi, I find, was at 
homo not in his now Stim-tSomn by any moauH, hut running to and 
fro; busy with his MuHloringH, ^grand review, and mimic attack on 
Hbrnstadt, near Herlin'; Inval'nlvn-Ham (Military Hospital) getting 
built; Silesian Iloviows just ahead ; and, for the prcHiMit, much festivity 
and moving about, to (-harloLtenburg, to Herlin and the dl/forent Halacoa; 
Wilholmina, ^August l/>th/ having come to see him ; of which fuio visit, 
especially of ^Vlll^elmina’K thoughts on it,-- why have the envious Eates 
left US nothing ! 

Wliile all lliis is astir in Herlin and neighbourhood, there is, among 
tho innumorahle otlnu* visits in tliis world, one going on near Haris, )n 
tlio Mansion or Halace of Sceaux, whleh has hy clunicc imeomo memor- 
able. A visit by Voltaire and bis divine Emilio, direct from Haris, I 
su])poHe, and rallier on the sudden. Which has had Uie luck to luivc a 
LvtUir writUm on It, hy one of LIkihu rare creatures, a seeing A\’ilneHH, 
wlio can make others and helievo. 'I'he seeing ^VitneHs Is little 
Madame do Miaul (hy no means Keeker's Daughter, but a much cleverer), 
known as one of ibo sliarpest female lieads ; site from the spot reports It 
to Madame (tu IhdVand, who also is htiowii to readers. 'Hliore is such a 
glimpse alforded Inwe into the actuality of old Utliigs and remarkable 
human creatures, tliat Eriedricb liimself would bo happy to read the 
fjottor. 

Duchcfisedu Maine, I^ady ofMceaux, is a suhlime old personage with 
whom and will) wliose high ways and inagnlftcont hoHjiitalitios at Mconux, 
at Anet and elsewhere, V'oUairo had been familiar for long years past.* 
This DucIk'hs, grand ‘tlatighier of the great (^omle, now a dowager for ten 
years, and lierself turiuul of seventy, has been a notable figure In Eronch 
History this gremt while : a living fragment (»f Louis le(iratul, as it wore. 
Was wtuUUul to L(uiiH's ' I /('git I mated ' Illegitimate, tlio Due du Maine; 

' In CKuvrts (U ^y],) x, H, ' uud others 

rcprchcui f/tts Vinil ax havijjg been to And, thmn;l» llic record olljcrwihc is 
express. 



[15th Aug. 1747 

was iu trouble with the Regent d'Orleans about Alberoni-Cellamare 
conspiracies (I 7 l 8 )j Regent having stript her Husband of his high 
legitimatures and dignities^ with little ceremony ; which led her to 
conspire a good dealj at one time.^ She was never very beautiful ; but 
had a world of grace and witty intelligence; and knew a Voltaire when 
she saw him. Was the soul of courtesy and benignity, though proud 
enough^ and carrying her head at its due height ; and w'as always very 
charmings in her lofty gracious way, to m unkind. Interesting to all, 
were it only as a living fragment of the Grand Epoch, — kind of French 
Fulness of Time, when the world was at length blessed with a Louis 
Quatorze, and Ne-plus-ultra of a Gentleman determined to do the 
handsome thing in this world. She is much frequented by high people, 
especially if of a Literary or Historical turn. President Henault (of the 
Abrege Chronologique, the well-frilled, accurately- powdered, most correct 
old legal gentleman) is one of her adherents; Voltaire is another, that 
may stand for many : there is an old Marquis de St. Aulaire, whom she 
calls ‘ moil vieux herger (my old shepherd,* that is to say, sweetheart or 
flame of love) ; ^ there is a most learned President de Mesmes, and others 
we have heard of, but do not wish to know. Little De Staal was at one 
time this fine Duchess's maid ; but lias far outgrown all that, a favourite 
guest of the Duchess's instead ; holds now mainly by JMadame du Deflhnd 
(not yet fallen blind),— and is well turned of fifty, and known for one of 
the shrewdest little souls in the world, at the time she writes. Her 
Letter is addressed ^ To Madame du Deffand, at Paris ’ ; most free-flowing 
female Letter ; of many pages, runs on, day after day, for a fortnight or 
so ; — only Excerpts of it introdncible here : 

^ SceauA^y Tuesday 1 5 th August 17 ^ 7 ^ * * Madame du Chatelct and 
Voltaire, who had announced themselves as for today, and whom nobody 
had heard of otherwise, made their appearance yesternight, near mid- 
night ; like two Spectres, with an odour of embalmment about them, as 
if just out of their tombs. We were rising from table; the Spectres, 
however, were hungry ones: they needed supper; and what is more. 


' Due du Maine with Co mid de Toulouse were products of Louis Xiv. and 
Madame de Montespan: — ‘legitimated' by Papa's fiat in 1673, while still only 
young children; ^AVlegitimated again by Regent d’Orlt'ans autumn 1718; grand 
scene, ‘guards drawn-out' and the like, on this occasion {Barhier^ i. 8-1 1, ii. 
181) ; futile Conspiracies with Alberoni thereupon ; arrest of Duchess and Duke 
(29th December 17 iS), and closure of that poor business. Due du Maine died 
1736; Toulouse next year; ages, each about sixty-five. ‘ Due de Penthi^vre,* 
Egalit^'s father-in-law, was Toulouse’s son ; Maine has left a famous Dowager, 
whom we see. Nothing more of notable about the one or the other. 

• Barbier^ ii. 87 ; see ib. (i, 8-11 ; ii. 181, 436 ; etc.) for many notices of her 
aflairs and her. 



^ \\/uiivivry{}j) wiiu jihu 

gone to bed, niHO in grciil liimU, tiuyii ' (auiiablo gciitlcinon, concoivnblej 
nut known), ' wlio liuil olTored IiIh npiirtmont for prOHHing caHCs, was 
obliged to yield it in tbis omergonr.y : lie llittcd with ns much precipita- 
tion nnd displensiiro as an army Hnr])riHod in its camp ; leaving a part of 
Ids baggage in the enemy'a hands. Voltaire tliought the lodging excel- 
lonij lull that (lid not at all couKolu (iiiya, 

* Ati to Uio U\dy, luM- ImhI tunm out not to liavo been well nuulo; they 
Imvo had to put her in a now plaoo today. . Ohaorvo, «liu nmdo tliat hed 
homdr, no Korvanta boing u]), and hud foiiiul a hlonuHh oi* dt^Jhut of’— 

word wanting : who knowH what ? ' in the nuittrcHHCH ; wiiiidi I holiove 

hurt h(jr oxact mliul, nioro than luw not very dolicato body. Sho has got, 
in tho inUwirn, an uparltncnt prominod to Hinnchody olso ; and hIio will 
havo to kmvo It OKuin on Friday or Sal.tirday, ami go into that of Miirechal 
do MaillcboiH, wlu> Umivch at that Uino.' 

• • •Voh; MailljdioiH in tlio body, () mulor. TJiih in ho, with tlio old 

npo-fmu^ rciunvrd !»y paint, whom W(s onoo huw marching with an 'Army 
of Hodorn|di(jn/ iniggling in Iho Fanjitm about ICgor, nnaldo to rodeom 
Hollomlo; mniT.ldng and liaggling, more lattily, with a ' Middlo-lUiino 
Army/ and tho liko noi^oiTrua ; Hlntto fighting Ida boat in Italy, — 

pimlunl homo laat winter, willi Hrowiio'w hayouetn in liin buck; llcsiloiHlo 
Hucctwdlng him in dealing with Hrowno. Bolleinlo, and tlio ' Uovolt of 
(Jenna ' (fatal to llrowno'M luvaHlon of nn), and tho l.lofonco of Uonoa and 
t he mutuiil worry ingH I hereabout, are going-on at a groat rate, — and 
there In terrible mnva out of tlioHO Mavoy I’aHaoH, while MailloIioiH in hero, 
Concerning wlticli l>y and l»y, Im grandHon (»r the renowned (kilbert, 
thiN Mallloboia, A I''iold'"MurHha] ovldontly o.vtant, yon porcoive, in 
liuiHe vanlHhod limeH : in to nmko room for Mmlamo on Friday, nayn our 
HtUe Do Stiiul ; and lake leave of uh, * If for good, ho mmdi the holUn* ! 

'lie enmo at tlu' time we dlrl, with IiIh daiiglitor atul granddaughter : 
theom> iH pretty, the other ugly and dreary’- (/’nufl, I’auirc; no Haying 
whi(d), in Hurli imporlant I'nHe ! Madame la Mardchalc, tho mother 
and grandmother, I think munt l>e dead. Nob bcMititiful hIio, nor very 
benignant, ' aue v(u*y ent-wittod woman,' Hayfi 

Hnrliier ; *Hhriek(ul like ii d(U*il, at Court:, upon tim Cardinal/ about 
that old buHincKa ; but all hor noino did notliijig)/ — 

' M. le Mnrtbdml liaa hunted hero with hla dogH, In Uu^ho fine autumn 
woodH and gladoH ; rbuHod a )>lt of a Htug, nnd cauglit a ]K>or (Ioo'h fawn: 
that wuM all llmt could he got tluM'e. 

'Our new CuokIm will make bett(‘.r Hport : they are going to Imvo thoir 
Comedy acted agnin ’ ((‘oniedy of The hlxchttmjet much an entertainment 
with them): * Vanluro' (r.cmceivabli^, not known) Mh to do the (kmnt de 

• Barbicr, ii. 332 (' November 1742’). 


[J 5 tn.a 7 th Aug. 1747 

Boursoufle {de Blister or de Windbag) ; you will not say this is a hit^ any 
more than Madame du Chiitelet’s doing the Hon. Miss Piggery (Za 
C'oo/ionni^re)j who ought to be fat and short. ^ — Little De Staal then 
abruptly breaks-ofF^ to ask about her Correspondent’s healthj and her 
Correspondent’s friend old President Hinault’s health ; touches on those 
^grumblings and discords in the Army (iracas^cries de I'Armtfe)/ which 
are making such a stir; how M. d’Argenson, our fine War-Minister, 
man of talent amid blockheads, will manage them ; and suddenly 
exclaims : ^0 my queen, what curious animals men and women are ! I 
laugh at their manoeuvres, the days when I have slept well ; if I have 
missed sleep, I could kill them. These changes of temper prove that I 
do not break-off kind. Let us mock other people, and let other people 
mock us; it is well done on both sides.' — (Poor little De Staal : to what . 
a posture have things come with you, in that fast-rotting Epoch, of 
Hypocrisies becoming all insolvent !) 

^ Wednesday \Wi. Our Ghosts do not show themselves by daylight. 
They appeared yesterday at ten in the evening ; 1 do not think we shall 
see them sooner today : the one is engaged in writing high feats ' (Siecle 
de Louis XV., or what at last became such) ; ^the other in commenting 
Newton. They will neither play nor walk : they are, in fact, equivalent 
to xeros in a society where their learned writings are of no significance.’ 
— (Pauses, without notice given, for some hours, perhaps days ; then 
resuming) : — ^Nay, worse still : their apparition tonight has produced a 
vehement declamation on one of our little social diversions hero, the 
game of Gavagnole : ^ it was continued and maintained,' on the part of 
Madame du Chatelet, you guess, ^ in a tone which is altogether unheard- 
of in this place ; and was endured,’ on the part of Serene Highness, 

* with a moderation not less surj) rising. But what is unendurable is my 
babble' — And herewith our nimble little woman hops-off again into the 
general field of things; and gossips largely, How are you^ my queen, 
Whither are you going, Whither we; That tiie Maillebois people are 
away, and also the Villeneuves, if anybody knew them now ; then how 
the Estillacs, to the number of four, are coming tomorrow ; and Cousin 
Soquence, for all his hunting, can catch nothing ; and it is a continual 
coming and going ; and how Boursoufle is to be played, and a Dame 
Dufour is just come, who will do a character. Rubrics, vanished 
shadows, nearly all those high Dames and Gentlemen ; la paunre Saint- 
Pierre, * eaten with gout,' who is she } * Still drags herself about as well 

as she can ; but not with me, for I never go by land, and she seems to 

^ VEchange^ The Exchange, i?;' When shall J get married? Farce in three 
acts : (Euvres^ x. 167-222 ; used to be played at Circy and else wli ere (see plenty 
of details upon it, exact or not quite so, ibid. 7-9), 

8 ‘ Kind of Biribi,^ it would appear, in the height of fashion then. 




^ ! I almost think we must have got to Saturday by this time or 

it is only Thursday, and Maillebois off prematurely, to be out of 
. ^ Way of the Farce ? Little De Staal takes no notice ; but continues 
^^^iping rapidly) ; 

Yesterday Madame du Chatelet got into her third lodging : she could 
finy longer endure the one she had chosen. There was noise in it, 
without fire: — privately meseems, a little the emblem of herself! 

^ %o noise, it was not by night that it incommoded her, she told me, 
by day, when she was in the thick of her work : it deranges her 
She is busy reviewing her Principles* — Newtons Principia, no 
but De Staal will understand it only as Principes^ Principles in 
^^fjral : — ^it is an exercise she repeats every year, without which the 
^^ticiples might get away, and perhaps go so far she would never find 
again' (You satirical little gipsy !). ^Her head, like enough, is a 
of lock-up for them, rather than a birthplace, or natural home : and 
is a case for watcliing carefully lest they get away. She prefers the 
air of this occupation to every kind of amusement, and persists in 
showing herself till after dark. Voltaire has produced some gallant 
^ 1*^08 ' (unknown to Editors), ‘which help-off a little the bad effect of 
oil unusual behaviour, 

^ Sunday 2*7 th, I told you on Thursday ' (no, you didn't ; you only 
^oa,iit to tell) ^that our Spectres were going on the morrow, and that 
tlio Piece was to be played that evening : all this has been done. I 
ca^xaiiot give you much of Boursoufle ' (done by one Vanture). ' Mademoi- 
selle Piggery* {de la Cochonnihe, Madame du Chatelet herself) ‘executed 
so perfectly the extravagance of lier part, tliat I own it gave me real 
I>1 ensure. But Vanture only put his own fatuity into the character of 
Doxirsoufle, which wanted more : he played naturally in a Piece where all 
reqj^uires to be forced, like the subject of it,' — What a pity none of us has 
read this fine Farce ! ‘ One Pfiris did the part of Muscadin (Little Cox- 

comb), which name represents his character : in short, it can be said the 
F*avc6 was well given. The Author ennobled it by a Prologue for the 
Occasion; which he acted very well, along with Madame Dufour as 
B€X^be (Governess Barbara), who, but for this brilliant action, could not 
have put-up with merely being Governess to Piggery. And, in fact, she 
disdained the simplicity of dress which her part required;— as did the 
cHiof Actress,' Du Chatelet herself (age now forty-one) ; ‘ who, in playing 
Piffgeryy preferred the interests of her own face to those of the Piece, and 
niiadoher entry in all the splendour and elegant equipments of a Court 
r^cly,'— her ‘ Principles,* though the key is turned upon them, not unlike 
jiiTTiping out of window, one would say I ‘She had a crow to pluck 
d pariiYy ‘clasp to open,' which is better) ‘with Voltaire on this 


point: but hIio in HOvonM/j:n, and ho is nlavo, I am vory hoit/ at thoir 
tliougli I was worn-out with doing hor multifarious orrandri nil tho 
time she was horo/ 

iVcdrmdat/ tW/n M, lo Prosidtuit" (Ili-imiilt) hiia hoou asked 
hither ; and ho is to bring you, my yuoon I Tried all 1 could to hinder ; 
hut they would not ho put-olT. If your lioalth and disponition do Huit, it 
will bo charming. In any case, I have got you a good apartment : ^it la 
tho ono tliat Madame du (dnUcIot had seized upon, after an exact rtwiow 
of all tlio Mansion. Tliere will ho a little less furniluro than she had put 
in it; Madame had pillaged all lier j)roviouH ajmrtmontH to CM[uip this one. 
Wo found aljout sovon tiihlos in it, for ono item: she needs tliem of all 
hIzos; iminonHo, to spread-out lior papers upon; solid, to support her 
ut^cemdre ; eUghtor, for her uicknacks (pompQm)^ for hor jewels. And 
this fine arrangomont did not save hor from an accident like that of 
Philip IK, when, after spondijig all the night In writing, ho got his 
doBpatchoK drowned by tho oversetting of an inkhoUlo. 'Die Lady did 
not protend to imitate the moderation of that Prince ; at any rate, ho 
was only writing oti alfairs of slule ; and the thing tliey hloLtod, on this 
occasion, was Algebra, tnnch more (lidicnlt to clean-up again. 

'This subject ought to he e.vliuuhted : one word more, and llien it does 
end. Tlie day after their departure, I receive a Letter of four pages, 
and a N(tte on closed, which announces dreadful hurly-burly : M. do 
VolUilre lias mislaid Ids Farce, forgotten lo get hack the parts, and lost, 
his Prologue: I am to find all that again’ (excessively tremulous about 
his Manuscripts, M, do Voltaire; of such value are they, of such danger 
to )dm ; Uioro Is La iV(.r//c, for example, * enough to hang a man, were 
it HurrepUliously launched fortli in j)rint!) am to send him {\u\ 
Prologue iiisluntly, not by post, hetyiuHo they would copy it ; to keep the 
purls for fear of tho same accident, and lo lock-u)j tho IMe.ce "tinder a 
Imndrod Icoys.'' I should have thought one padlock sulTiniont for this 
treasuro 1 I have duly executed his orders.** 

And liorowith iwplwit Da Siaat, Scene closes: omnaa i are otf 

to Paris or VorsailloH again; to Luneville and the Court of .StanislauH 
again, - wliore also adventures await them, wliicli will ho heard of ! 

‘Figure to yourself, ’.says some other P'yewitne.ss, ‘ a lean 
J.,a(ly, with big arms and long leg.s ; small head, and counte- 
nance losing itself in a cloudery of head-dress ; cooked nose’ 
{rclromsl*^ say you ? Very slightly, then ; tiuite an unobjec- 
tionable nose!) ‘and pair of small greetiish eyes; complexion 
tawtty, and rnontli too big : tins was the divine ICmilie, whom 
* Madamt d 4 [Wxin^ 1820), pp, 283*291. 


Vollaire ccU'hratos to the stars. Loaded to extravagance 
with ribbons, bices, iace-[)alches, jcw<^]s and female orna- 
nieuls; detenuined to be sumptuous in sj)ito of Economics, 
and [)retty in H))ite of Nature*/ Pooh, it is an cnciny‘‘s hand 
that paints! ‘And then by her side,'* continues lie, 'the 
thin long (igure of Voltaircs that Anatomy of an Apollo, 
airecling worship of hei/ L ...yos, that thin long Gentleman, 
with high reil-heeled shoes, and the daintiest polite attitudes 
uiul ))Aees ; in suj)erllne coat, laced hat under arm ; nose and 
underlii) ever mon^ like coalescing (owing to decay of teeth), 
blit two eyes shining on yon like nirbuncles; and in the 
ringing voice, such touches of speech when you apply for it ! 
'L'hus they at Seeaux and elsewhere; walking their Life- 
minuet, making limir entrances and exits. 

One Ihing is lamentable: the relation with Madame is not 
now a (lourislung one, or ca])able again of being: ‘Does not 
love me as he did, the wrelch / tliinks Madame always; — - 
yet sticks by him, were it but in the form of blister. They 
Ijad been to Liuuh'ille, Spring ] 7'i<7 ; happy dull place, 
within reach of Giri'v ; far from Versailles and its cabals. 
’They went again, '17*I'H, in a kind of jiernmiient way; Titular 
Stanislaus, an opulent dawdling creature, much liking to have 
them; and bhlher Mcuou, bis «fesuit,- who is always in 
cpiarrel wilh ihe 'J'ilnlar Mistress,- tliijilujig to disj)lacc //^?r 
(as yon gradually discover), and ))romote the Du (hdtelet 
to that iinprojH'r dignity! In which he had not the least 
success, says Voltaire; but got 'two women on his ears 
inst(‘ad of (me.' It; was not to be Stanislaus's mistress ; nor 
a titHlnr onit at all, hut a real, that Madame was fated 
in tliis (lull happy ])lace ! Idle readers know the story only 
too wih ; concerning wltich, admit this other Eraction and 
no more : 

'StniiiHluiiH, ftH n Titubir King, cfinnot do wiUiout soiru^ kind orTH.uhw 

* Kroin KCnIrnlif’idc ((ptniing sium-liody, wluun I have jairidy Httrn in French; 
whom Kihlcnlirck IricH lo name, as he could Itiivc done, but cutitat.sly without 
succchs), i. 179. 
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[30th Aprilosth Dec. 1747 

Army, — were it only to blare about as Lifeguard, and beat kettledrums 
on occasion, A certain tall liigli-sniffing M. do St. Lambert, a young 
Lorrainer of long pedigree and light purse, had just taken refuge in this 
Lifeguard* (Summer 1748, or so), know not whotlior as Captain or 
Lieutenant, just come from the Netherlands Wars : of grave stiff manners ; 
for the rest, a good-looking young fellow; tliought to have some poetic 
genius, even ; — who is precious, surely, in such an out-of-the-way place. 
Welcome to Voltaire, to Madame still more. Alas, readers know the 
History, — on which we must not dwell, Madame, a brown geometric 
Lady, age now forty-two, with a Great Man who has scandalously ceased 
to love her, casts her eye upon St. Lamhort: '^Yes, you would ho the 
shoeing-horn, Monsieur, if one had time, you fine florid fellow, hardly 
yet into your thirties — And tries him with a little oo(|iietry ; I always 
think, perhaps in this view chiefly? And then, at any rate, as he 
responded, the thing itself became so interesting; ^^Our Ulyssos-bow, 
we can still bend it, then, aha I ** And is not that a pretty stag withrd, 
worth bringing down ; florid, just entering his thirties, and with tlic 
susceptibilities of genius I Voltairo was not blind, could ho havo helped 
it, had he been tremulously alive to help it, Your Verses to her, my 
St. Lambert, — ah, Tibullus never did the like of them. Yes, to you are 
the roses, my fine young friend, to mo are the thorns ; '* thus sings 
Voltaire in response;^ perhaps not thinking it would go so far. And it 
went, ’alas, it went to all lengths, mentionable and not montionnblo : 
and M. le Marquis had to be coaxed home in the Spring of 1740,— still 
earlier it had been suitabler and in September ensuing, M, do St. 
Lambert looking his demurest, there is an important lying-in to ho 
transacted 1 Newton’s Principia is, by that time, drawing diligently 
to its close complicated by such far abstruser Problems, not of tho 
geometric sort I Poor little lean brown woman, what a Life, after all ; 
what an End of a Life ! * — 


War-Passag^es in 1747 


The War, since Friedrich got out of it, does not abate in 
animosity, nor want for bloodshed, battle and sieging ; but 
offers little now memorable. March 18th, 1747, a glinstly 
Phantasm of a Congress, ‘ Congress of Breda,’ which had for 
some months been attempting Peace, and was never able to 
get into conference, or sit in its chairs except for moments, 


J CEuwes, xvii. 223 CEfttre i M. dc St. Lambert, 1749-); etc. etc. Ii 
M^moiresmr Voltaire par Longchamp et Wagnilre (Paris, 1826), ii. 229 et. seq 
details enough and more. ^ 



Hew away all:()^^(*i:lu?r ; ^ aiul loft; the War perhaps angrier 
than ever, more hopelessly stupid than ever. Excei)t, indeed, 
that resoiirees arc failing ; money running low in Franco, 
rarlements beginning to murmur, and among the Popula- 
tion generally a feeling that glory is excellent, but will not 
make the national pot boil. Perhaps all this will be more 
eHective than (’ongiusses of Breda ? Here are the few Notes 
worth giving : 

vl;)rt 7 I 7 *i 7 , Thf\ French immdo Holland) whereupon^ suddenly^ 

a UliuUhuldor ihm\. ‘^Aftor K(MUtMu»y Uim-o ims been mucli slej^ing and 
oaptnriup; in that NatherlandH (.'oiinlry, a Horios of huccchhoh gloriously 
deiightful to Marrrbal do Saxo and llio Krcuch Nation : Ukowiso (in bar 
of said Hioging, in full la attain pt to bar it) a llattio of Umicoux, October 
I7*i0 ; witli victory, or (luaHi-victory, to Saxo, at least with prostration to 
tbo opposite part. And farllier mi, there is a llatLle of LauQ’oId coming, 
2 d July 17 ' 17 ; with similar reHults; frustration evident, retreat evident, 
victory nob much to speak of, And in this gloriously delightful umnuor 
Saxo and the Kronch Nation have ])rocooded, till in fact the NothorlandH 
Territory with all strongliohlH, oxi^ept Maestri cht alone, was tlioirs, — 
and they decided on atlucking the Dutch Uepublle itself. And (l 7 th 
April 17 d 7 ) actually broke -in upon the frontier Fortresses of Zealand ; 
found the same dry-rotten everywhere; and look them, Fortress after 
FortvcHH, at the rate of a cannon salvo lmvcIi : Yo magnanhuouH Dutch, 
see what you have got by nob sllLing hUII, as recommended P To the 
horror and terror of the poor Zealanders and general Dutch Population. 
Who slirieked to Kiighind for lielp ; - and were, on the very instant, 
furnished wltli a modicum of Seventy-fours (Dutch Oourier returning by 
the same) ; which landed the (lourler April 2tJd, and put Wulchoron In 
a Ktato of security.'* 

MVhoroupon the Dutch Population turned round on Its (Joveraors, 
with a growl of Indignation, sjireading ever wider, waxing over higher: 
“ Scandalous lagganls, is this your mode of governing a free Ropublio ? 
Freedom to let Uio State go to dry-rot, and become the laughing-stock of 
mankind. To provide for your own paltry kindred In the State-employ- 
moiits j to palaver grandly with all comora ; and publish melodious 
Dosjiatcluvs of Van Hoey? Had not IJrltaimic Majesty, for hla dear 

* In Srplcmhcr 1746 Imd fpit together ; but would not lake life, on trying 
and again trying, and fell forgotten ; Fcluuary 1747, again gloams-up into 
hope: March J(8th and the follow i rig days, vanislica for good (Adelung, v. 50; 
vi, 6, 62). 

* Adelung, vi. 105, 125-134. 
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Daughter’s sake, come to the rescue in this crisis, where had we been r 
We demand a Stadtholder again ; our glorious Nassau Orange, to keep 
some bridle on you ! ” And actually, in this way, Populus and Plebs, 
by general turning-out into the streets, in a gloomily indignant manner, 
which threatens to become vociferous and dangerous, — cowed the Heads 
of the Republic into choosing the said Prince, with Princess and Family, 
as Stadtholder, High- Admiral, High-Everything and Supreme of the 
Republic. Hereditary, no less, and punctually perpetual ; Princess and 
Family to share in it. In which happy state (ripened into Kingship 
latterly) they continue to this day. A result painfully surprising to 
Most Christian Majesty; gratifying to Britannic proportionately, or 
more ; — and indeed beneficial towards abating dry-rot and melodious 
palaver in that poor Land of the Free. Consummated, by popular 
outbreak of vociferation, in the different Provinces, in about a week 
from April 23 d, when those helpful Seventy-fours hove in sight. Stadt- 
holdership had been in abeyance for forty-five years. ^ The new 
Stadtholder did his best; could not, in the short life granted him, do 
nearly enough. — Next year there was a second Dutch outbreak, or 
general turning into the streets ; of much more violent character ; in 
regard to glaringly unjust Excises and Taxations, and to instant 
dismissal of your Excise-Farmers,*’ as the special first item.^ Which 
salutary object being accomplished (new Stadtholder well aiding, in a 
valiant and judicious manner), there has no third dose of that dangerous 
remedy been needed since. 

^July IQthi Fate of Chevalier de Belleisle. At the Fortress of Exilles, 
in one of tliose Passes of the Savoy Alps,— Pass of Col di Sieta, memor- 
able to the French soldier ever since, — there occurred a lamentable 
thing;* doubtless much talked-of at Sceaux while Voltaire was there. 
The Revolt of Genoa (popular outburst, and expulsion of our poor friend 
Botta and his Austrians, then a famous thing, and a rarer than now) 
having suddenly recalled the victorious General Browne from his Siege 
of Antibes and Invasion of Provence, — Marechal Due de Belleisle, well 
reinforced and now become ^^Army of Italy” in general, followed stead- 
fastly for ^'Defence of Genoa” against indignant Botta, Browne and 
Company. For defence of Genoa ; nay, for attack on Turin, which would 
have been defence *’ in Genoa and everywhere, — had the captious 
Spaniard consented to cooperate. Captious Spaniard would not ; Couriers 
to Madrid, to Paris thereupon, and much time lost; — till, at the eleventh 
hour, came consent from Paris, Try it by yourself, then ! ** Belleisle 

^ Since our Dutch William’s death, 1702. 

* Adelung, vi. 364 etseq.j Raumer, 182-193 March. September 1748’); or, 
in Chesterfield's Works ^ Dayrolles’s Letters to Chesterfield : somewhat unintelli- 
gent and unintelligible, both Raumer and he. 


force that rass of hiXiIies ; a terrible fiery business^ but the backbone of 
the whole adventure : in which, if the Chevalier can succeed, he too is 
to be Mardchal de France. Forward, therefore, climb the Alpine stairs 
again ; snatch me that Fort of Exilles, 

^And soj July 19th^ 1747, the Chevalier comes in sight of the Place; 
scans a little the frowning buttresses, bristly with guns ; the dumb Alps, 
to right and left, looking down on him and it Chevalier de Belleisle 
judges that, however difficult, it can and must be possible to French 
valour ; and storms-in upon it, huge and furious (20,000, or if needful 
80,000);— but is torn into mere wreck, and hideous recoil; rallies, 
snatches a standard, We must take it or die,'’— and dies, does not take 
it ; falls shot on the rampart, pulling at the palisades with his own 
hands,' nay, some say his teeth,’* when the last moments came. 

Within one hour, he has lost 4,000 men ; and himself and his Brother's 
Enterprise lie ended there.' Fancy his poor Brother’s feelings, who 
much loved him I The discords about ^Var-matters (tracasseries de 
r Armie) were a topic at Sceaux lately, as De Staal intimated. ^Vhy 
starve our Italian Enterprises ; heaping every resource upon the Nether- 
lands and Saxe ? ” Diligent Defence of Genoa (chiefly by ilourishiag of 
swords on the part of Frauce, for the Austrians were not yet ready) 
is henceforth all the Italian War there is ; and this explosion at Exilles 
may fitly be finis to it here. Let us only say that Infant Philip did, 
when the Peace came, get a bit of Apanage (Parma and Piacenza or some 
such thing, contemptibly small to the Maternal heart), and that all 
things else lapsed to their pristine state, minus only the waste and ruin 
there had been.* 

July \ 2 th — Septemhev ; Siege of the chief Dutch Fortvess* ^ Un- 

expected Siege of Bergen-op-Zoom ; two months of intense excitement 
to the Dutch Patriots and Cause-of-Liberty Gazetteers, as indifferent and 
totally dead as it has now become. Marechal de Saxe, after his victory 
at Lauffeld, 2d July, did not besiege Maestricht, as had been the universal 
expectation ; but shot-off an efficient lieutenant of his, one Lowendahl, in 
due force, privately ready, to overwhelm Bergen-op-Zoom with sudden 
Siege, while he himself lay between the beaten enemy and it. Bergen is 
the heart of Holland, key of the Scheld, and quite otherwise important 
than Maestricht. ^^Coehorn's masterpiece !’* exclaimed the Gazetteers : 
^'Impregnable, you may depend !’’ "We shall see,*’ answered Saxe, 
answered Lowendahl the Dane (who also became Marechal by this busi- 
ness) ; and after a great deal of furious assaulting and battering, took the 
Place September 18th, before daylight,* by a kind of surprisal or quasi- 
storm ; — ' the Commandant, one Cronstrom, a brave old Swede, age 


' Voltaire, xxv. 221 et seq. {SihU dg, Louis Quime^ c. 22); Adelung, vi 174. 
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towards ninety, not being of very wakeful nature ! ^'Did as well as 
could be expected of him/' said the Court-Martial sitting on his case, and 
forbore to shoot the poor old man.' A sore stroke, this of Bergen, 
to Britannic Majesty and the Friends of Liberty ; who nevertheless 
refuse to be discouraged. 

December 26ihy Jiussians iji behalf of Human Liberty. ^ March of 

36.000 Russians from the City of Moscow, this day ; on a very long 
journey, in the hoary Christmas weather ! Most Christian Majesty is 
ruinously short of money ; Britannic Majesty has still credit, and a 
voting Parliament, but, owing to French influence on the Continent, can 
get no recruits to hire. Gradually driven upon Russia, in such stress, 
Britannic Majesty has this year hired for himself a 36,000 Russians ; 

30.000 regular foot ; 4,000 ditto horse, and 1,000 Cossacks ; — un- 
commonly cheap, only 160,000/. the lot, not 4/. per head by the year. 
And, in spite of many difficulties and haggliugs, they actually get on 
inarch, from Moscow, 26th December 1747 ; and creep on, all Winter, 
through the frozen peaty wildernesses, through Lithuania, Poland, to- 
wards Bohmen, Mahren : are to appear in the Rhine Countries, joined 
by certain Austrians ; and astonish mankind next Spring, Their Captain 
is one Repnin, Prince Repnin, afterwards famous enough in those Polish 
Countries ; ' — which is now the one point interesting to us in the thing. 
'Tlieir Captain was, first, to be Lacy, old Marshal Lacy; then, failing 
Lacy, Why not General Keith ?" — but proves to be Repnin, after much 
hustling and intriguing : * Repnin, not Keith, that is the interesting 
point. 

^Such march of the Russians, on behalf of Human Liberty, in pay of 
Britannic Majesty, is a surprising fact ; and considerably discomposes the 
French. Who bestir themselves in Sweden and elsewhere against Russia 
and it : with no result, — except perhaps the incidental one, of getting our 
esteemed old friend Guy Dickens, now Sir Guy, dismissed from Stock- 
holm, and we hope put on half-pay on his return homo.’ ’ 


Marshal Keith comes to Pmtssia (Sept. 1747) 

< Much hustling and intriguing,’ it appears, in regard to the 
Captaincy of these Russians. Concerning which there is no 
word worthy to be said, — except for one reason only, That it 
finished-off the connexion of General Keith with Russia. That 

' Adelung, vi, 184, 206 ; — ‘ for Cronstrbm,* if anyone is curious, ‘sec Schlotzer, 
SchwidUckt Biographu^ ii. 252 (in voce).* 

* Adelung, vi. 250, 302 -Sir Guy, not yet invalided, * went to Russia,* and 
other errands. 


was, of many disgusts, the last di’op which made the cup run 
over ; — and led the said General to fling it from him, and seek 
new fields of employment. From Hamburg, having got so 
far, he addresses himself, 1st Sepbsmber 1747, to Friedrich, 
with offer of service ; who grasp? eagerly at the offer ; * Feld- 
marschall your rank ; income, 1,200^. a year; income, wel- 
come, all suitable : ’ — and, October S8th, Feldmarschall Keith 
finishes, at Potsdam, a long Letter to his Brother Lord 
Marischal, in these words, worth giving, as those of a very 
clear-eyed sound observer of men and things : 

'I have now the honour, and, which is still more, the pleasure, of 
being with the King at Potsdam ; where he ordered me to come,* l 7 th 
current, ^two days after he declared mo Fieldmarshal ; where I have the 
honour to diue and sup with him almost every day. He has more wit than 
I have wit to toll you ; speaks solidly and knowingly on all kinds of sub- 
jects ; and I am much mistaken if, with the experience of Four Campaigns, 
he is not the best Officer of his Army, He has several persons,* Rothen- 
burg, Winterfeld, Swedish Rudenskjold (just about departing), not to 
speak of D'Argens and the French, ^with whom he lives in almost the 
familiarity of a friend, — but has no favourite ; — and shows a natural 
politeness for everybody who is about him. For one who has been four 
days about his person, you will say I pretend to know a great deal of his 
character : but what I tell you, you may depend upon. Wth more time, 
I shall know as much of him as he will let me know; — and all his 
Ministry knows no more.*^ 

A notable acquisition to Friedrich ; — and to the two 
Keiths withal ; for Friedrich attached both of them to his 
Court and service, after their unlucky wanderings ; and took 
to them both, in no common degree. As will abundantly 
appear. 

While that Russian Corps was marching out of Moscow, 
Cocceji and his Commissions report from Pommern, that 
the Pomeranian Law-stables are completely clear ; that the 

^ Varnhagen von Ensc, Leben des Feidmarschalls Jakob Ktith (Berlin, 1844), 
p. 100 ; Adelung, vi. 244. 
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New Courts have, for many months back, been in work, and 
are now, at the end of the Year, fairly abreast with it, 
according to program ; — have ^ decided of Old-Pending Law- 
suits S,400, all that there were (one of them 200 years old, 
and filling seventy Volume^ ; and of the 994 New ones, 772 ; 
not one Lawsuit remaining over from the previous Year.** A 
highly gi^atifying bit of news to his Majesty ; who answers 
emphatically, Euge! and directs that the Law Hercules pro- 
ceed now to the other Provinces, — to the Kur-Mark, now, 
and Berlin itself, — with his salutary industries. Naming him 
‘Grand Chancellor, moreover; that is to say, under a new 
title, Head of Prussian Law, — old Arnim, ‘Minister of Justice,' 
having shown himself disaffected to Law -Refer in, and got 
rebuked in consequence, and sulkily gone into private life,^ 

In February of this Year, 1747, Friedrich had something 
like a stroke of apoplexy ; ‘ sank suddenly motionless, one 
day,' and sat insensible, perhaps for half an hour: to the 
terror and horror of those about him. Hemiplegia, he calls it ; 
rush of blood to the head ; — probably indigestion, or gouty 
humours, exasperated by over-fatigue. Which occasioned 
great rumour in the world ; and at Paris, to Voltaire's horror, 
reports of his death. He himself made light of the matter : ^ 
and it did not prove to have been important ; was never 
followed by anything similar through his long life ; and pro- 
duced no change in his of ten- wavering health, or in his habits, 
which were always steady. He is writing Memoirs ; settling 
‘ Colonies ' (on his waste moors) ; improving Harbours. Wait- 
ing when this European War will end ; politely deaf to the 
offers of Britannic Majesty as to taking the least personal 
share in it. 

^ Sfcenzel, iv. 321 j Ranke, Hi. 389. 

* To Voltaire, 22d February 1747 {CEuvra de Fridiric^ xxii. 164): sec ibidt 
164 
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CHArTER III 

KUUOPKAN WAR KATJnS DONK : TUKATY OF 
AIX-I,A-CirAPKI.r,K 

Tmc proparatioiKs for Campaign 1748 were on a larger 
flcale than ever. l)ri tannic SubsidieHj a New Parliament being 
of willing inind, arc o]>u!ent to a degree; 192,000 men, 
60,000 Austriann for one item, hliall be in the Ncthcrlandfl ; 
— coupled with Uuh remarkable now clairse, * And they are 
to bo tliorc in fact, and not on i)aj)or only," and with a 
tarc-and-tret of 80 or 40 per cent, as too cirUm hcvelorore! 
Holland, under its new Ktadlholder, is stanch of purpose, if 
of nothing else, The (36,000 RuHsiaim, tramping along, arc 
actually dawning over tlie horizon, towards 'J^enlschland,— 
King l‘’riedrieh standing to arms along his Sil(?si/in Rordcr, 
vigilant K Gordon of Troojjs all the way," in watch of such 
questionnhle transit,^ Jlri tannic Majesty and Parliament 
seem resolute to try, once more, to the utmost, the power of 
the hreeehes-pocket in defemding this sacred Oause of Liberty 
80 -callcd, 

Rreeches-poeket 7/ri?n/.v inost other rcMpiisitos ; alas, with 
such methods im you have, what can come of it? Royal 
Tlighness of (kimherland is a valiant man, knowing of War 
little more than the White Horse of Hanover does ; — certain 
of ruin again, at the hands of Mareehal de Saxe. So think 
many, and Inive their disinal misgivings. ^Saxe having eaten 
Rergen-op-Zoom bel*ore our eyes, what can withstand the 
teeth of Saxo?" In fact, there remains only Maestricht, of 
conHidcral)Ia ; and then Holliind is as good as his! As for 
King .l.ouis, glory, with funds running out, and the ])ot 
ceasing to boil, 1ms lost its charm to an afllicted Prance and 

* In Aifehitti^^ vi, no, 143, 167, 399 (‘April 1747 — Au|»uhI 1748 ’) account of 
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him. King Louis’s wishes are known, this long while ; — and 
Ligonier, generously dismissed by him after Lauffeld,, has 
brought express word to that effect, and outline of the modest 
terms proposed in one’s hour of victory, with pot ceasing to 
boil. 

On a sudden, too, ‘March 18th,’ — wintry blasts and hail- 
storms still raging, — Marechal de Saxe, regardless of Domestic 
Hanger, took the field, stronger than ever. Manoeuvred 
about ; bewildering the mind of Royal Highness and the 
Stadtholder (‘ Will he besiege Breda ? Will he do this, will 
he do that ? ’) — ^poor Highness and poor Stadtholder ; who 
‘ did not agree well together,’ and had not the half of their 
forces come in, not to speak of handling them when come ! 
Bewilderment of these two once completed, Marechal de 
Saxe made ‘ a beautiful march upon Maestricht ’ ; and, April 
15th, opened trenches, a very Vesuvius of artillery, before 
that place ; Royal Highness gazing into it, in a doleful 
manner, from the adjacent steeple- tops. Royal Highness, 
valour’s self, has to admit : ‘ Such an outlook ; not half of 
us got together! The 60,000 Austrians are but 30,000; 
the — In fact, you will have to make Peace, what else ? ’ ^ 
Nothing else, as has been evident to practical Official People 
(especially to frugal Pelham, Chesterfield and other leading 
heads) for these two months last past. 

In a word, those 35,000 Russians are still far away under 
the horizon, when thoughts of a new Congress, ‘ Congress of 
Aix-la- Chapel le,’ are busying the public mind : ‘ Mere moon- 
shine again?’ ‘Something real this time?’ — And on and 
from Mai'ch 17th (Lord Sandwich first on the ground, and 
Robinson from Vienna coming to help), the actual Congress 
begins assembling there. April ^4<th, the Congress gets 
actually to business ; very intent on doing it ; at least the 
three main parties, France, England, Holland, are supremely 
so. Who, finding, for five diligent days, nothing but haggle 
and objection on the part of the others, did by themselves 

1 Mitt T f ti 
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meet; under cloud ol ni^ld:, ‘night of April a9tli-d0l:h ' ; and 
— bring the Preliminaries to [)erfeetion. And have them 
signed before daybreak ; which is, in ollect, signing, or at 
least fixing as certain, the "rreaty itself ; so that Armistice 
can ensue straightway, and the War essentially end, 

A fixed thing; the Purseholders having signed. On the 
safe rear of which, your recipient Subsidiary thirties can argue 
and j)rotest (as the Kmpress-yueen and herlvaimitz vehemently 
did, to great lengths), and gradually come in and finish. 
Which, in the course of the next six months, they all did, 
Kmpress4j)neen and Kxcellemy Kaimitz not excepted. And 
so, October IMth, *1718, all details being, in the interim, 
cither got settled, or got Ihmg into corners as uiisettleable 
(mostly the latter), — ^JVealy itself was signed by everybody; 
and there was * Iksice of Aix-la-(lhfi[)elle.‘* Upon which, 
cxce])t to remark transiently how inconclusive a conclusion it 
was, mere (*iul of war because your ]K)wder is run out, mere 
truce till you gather breath aiul gunpowder again, we will 
spend no word in this placed 

‘Tlio 'IVenly of Aix-la -( wiih done In a Ininy aiul a liuddlo ; 
greatly to Maria TlioroHa'H diH/^iist. ‘‘ Why not on with your oxpondl- 
turoH, yaSra-lhuvorrt? Cm uumoy and Ufo ha spent hoUar? I have yet 
ooiujuonsl nc^xt to nothiiif^ for Iho CauHO of Llhorty and myHoIf!'* Hut 
Iho ScMwIhjworH wore liis'd of it; the Uulrh OHpis’.ially, who hud hcon 
hoisU'd wiUi Hindi diHii'nlty, tondod ntron^^ly, Now Stndtholdor notwith- 
Htnnding, to plump down a^uin into Htahlo (uiuililiriuni on tho liroad- 
hottom priindplo. Iluddhvup tho matter; oiid it, wall If you can; any 
way and it. 'I'lie 'rreaty contained many ArticIoH, now liceiimo forg’Ct- 
lahlo to mankind. 'I’liero in only One Artielo, and tho ^Vant of Ono, 
wliieh Hlinll eonrern uh in Huh plaeo. 'I'ho Oiio Articlo ih : guarantee hy 

^ Comidele delails in vi. ^25*409: ' Oclnher 1747,’ Liuonicr return- 

tnu, anti lir.st nmumr of new CoiijjresH {.126); * I7lh March 1748/ Sandwich 
come(d. 5 j); ‘April 2()lh’30th,’ meet under cloutl of n 4 ;liL( 320 ); KuiuiiU pro- 
testily; (339) ; ‘ 2d Au^jusi,' lUissians to liidt and lurn (397)1 ‘are over into the 
Olteipfai/, nmipty.ine^i alirud at Nlh’uhrif;^ { in September, (jet Uj Hiihmcn again, 
and winter tliere ; ‘ iStli Oelolier 174S,* Treaty (iniHhed {39S, 409)1 Treaty 
itself given (f//., Heylagr, 44). See Cnfif/cfuan's A/oi^uziftd and Old Nmspaptn 
uf 1748 { Cttxc’a JUlham^ ii, 7-41, i. 306-4 lO. 
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all the Eui-opeau Powers to Friedrich's Treaty of Dresden. Punctually 
got as bargained for^ — French especially willing; Britannic Majesty 
perhaps a little languid^ but his Ministers positive on the point ; so that 
Friedrich’s Envoy had not much difficulty at Aix. And now, Friedrich’s 
Ownership of Silesia recognised by all the Powers to be final and 
unquestionable, surely nothing more is wanted? Nothing, — except 
keeping of this solemn stipulation by all the Powers, How it was kept 
by some of them ; in what sense some of them are keeping it even now, 
we shall see by and by, 

^The Want of an Article was, on the part of England, concerning 
Jenkins's Ear. There is not the least conclusion arrived at on that 
important Spanish -English Question ; blind beginning of all these con- 
flagrations ; and which, in its meaning to the somnambulant Nation, 
is so immense. No notice taken of it ; huddled together, some hasty 
shovelful or two of diplomatic ashes cast on it, good as extinct, you 
see ! ” Left smoking, when all the rest is quenched. Considerable 
feeling there was, on this point, in the heart of the poor somnambulant 
English Nation ; much dumb or semi-articulate growling on such a 
Peace-Treaty : W e have arrived nowhere, then, by all this fighting, 
and squandering, and perilous stumbling among the chimney-pots? 
Spain (on its own showing) owed us 95,000/, Spain’s debt to Hanover ; 
yes, you take care of that ; some old sixpenny matter, which nobody ever 
heard of before : and of Spain’s huge debt to England you drop no hint; 
of the 95,000/., clear money, due by Spain ; or of one’s liberty to 
navigate the High Seas, none 1 ” ^ A Peace the reverse of applauded in 
England ; though the wiser Somnambulants, much more Pitt and Friends, 
who are broad awake on these German points, may well be thankful to see 
such a War end on any terms.* 

— Well, surely this old admitted 95,000Z. should have been 
paid ! And, to a moral certainty, Robinson and Sandwich 
must have made demand of it from the Spaniard. But there 
is 110 getting old Debts in, especially from that quarter. 
^ King Friedrich ’ (let me interrupt, for a moment, with this 
poor composite Note) ^is trying in Spain even now, — ever 
since 1746, when Termagant’s Husband died, and a new 
King came, — for payment of old debt : Two old Debts ; 
quite tolerably just both of them. King Friedrich keeps 
trying till 1749, three years in all: and, in the end, gets 

^ Protest of English Merchants against^ etc. (‘ May 1748 ’), given in Adelung^ 

353-358. 
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the iiilerini,'' gift, from tine new King of Spain, I can suppose, 
which proved exlretnely useful in our Wool Industries ; ‘ and, 
from Uie same ))olite hVrdinand vi., a Porcelain Vase (Hied 
with Spanish SnuIlP ^.Phat was all !— 

King Friedrich, lt‘t me note farther, is getting decidedly 
deep into suiifr; holds hy Spaniol (a dry yellow pungency, 
analogous to Lundy-Foot or Irish-Dlackgnard, known to 
snuHy readers); always hy Spaniol, wc say; and more 
es})ecially ‘ the kind used hy her Majesty of Spain,’ the now 
Dowager '’IVrmagant ; ' which, also, is to he remembered, 
Dryasdust adds, in his sweetly consecutive way: ^Friedrich 
was very ex])enHive about his Huud-hoxes ; wore two big rich 
boxes in his pockets; five or six stood on tables about; and 
more than ahiuulred in store, coming-out hy turns for variety. 
"Ihe cheapest of them cost iH)0L (^,000 thalers); ho had 
them as high as 1,500/, At his death, there were found 150 
of various vahu*s ; they were the substance of all the jewelry 
he had ; besides these snulfhoxes, two gold watclie>s only, and 
a very small moilicum of rings. Had yearly for ))ersonal 
I'iXpenditure l,f200,000 thalers’ (180,000/. of Civil I.ist, as 
we sliould say); ‘ 55,000/. of it, and yearly gave 

the rest away in Iloyal henc/icences, aid of burnt Villages, 
imindaled Provinces, ami mullifaimnis Paicr-Palriw objects.’® 
™In regard to Jvnkuw\i Kar^ my (\)nstitutional Friend 
continues : 

* Orders 111 iji kiiitl, from his AmhuHsndor in Purls, * 30II1 September i74.P * 

the earliest rxtanl inire ot bin NnuHiua bubits (Preus^J, i. /|09 ), — Nott fartlur (if 
InUncstini;) : ^ The Trinmfjant slill laalcd ns Downier, connuminp; ^Spaniol at 
least, for nenr twenty ynviH (illed i lib July 1766) j the new Kin^^ I'Vrdinnncl vr., 
Wtt« her not her bon ; be went mad, poor houI, nnd died (totli Auguat 

*759) * np“n wbieb, Carlos of Naples, our own Muby Carlos ’* that once was, 
succeeded in Spain, ** Kln|; Carlos ill. of Spain’* ; Inwinj; bis Son, a younjrboy 
under tulcla^je, as Kin^; of the Twt> Sicilies (KIuk “ Kerdinand iv.," wlu) did 
not die, but bad his dilbcuUies, till 18^5). Don Pliilip, who Imd fou/jlit so in 
those Savoy I'usHew, and got the bit of Punncbau Country, died I7^>5> 

before Mamma.* 

• preuss, i. .toy, 410, 


TiiiXN ur rjiiAOJL [jhuukavi. 

[i8th Oct 1748 

* Silesia and Jenkins's Ear, we often say, were the two hits of realities 
in this enormous hurlyburly of imaginations, insane ambitions, and 
zeros and negative quantities. Negative Belleisle goes home, not with 
Germany cut in Four and put under guidance of the First Nation of the 
Universe (so extremely ht for guiding self and neighbours), but with the 
First Nation itself reduced almost to wallet and staff ; bankrupt, beggared 
— Yes,” it answers, in all but glory ! Have not we gained Fontenoy, 
RoucouXj Lauffeld ; and strong-places innumerable ” (mostly in a state 
of dry-rot)? ^^Did men ever fight as we Frenchmen; combining it 
with theatrical entertainments, too ! Sublime France, First Nation 
of the Universe, will try another flight (essoi'), were she breathed a 
little!” 

^ Yes, a new essor ere long, and perhaps surprise herself and mankind ! 
The losses of men, money and resource, under this mad empty Enter- 
prise of Belleisle's, were enormous, palpable to France and all mortals : 
but perhaps these were trifling to the replacement of them by such 
gloire as there had been, A gloire of plunging into War on no cause at 
all ; and with an issue consisting only of foul gases of extreme levity. 
Messieurs are of confessed promptitude to fight; and their talent for it, 
in some kinds, is very great indeed. But this treating of battle and 
slaughter, of death, judgment and eternity, as light playhouse matters ; 
this of rising into such transcendency of valour, as to snap your fingers 
in the face of the Almighty Maker ; this. Messieurs, give me leave to 
say so, is a thing that will conduct you and your Premiere Nation to the 
Devil, if you do not alter it. Inevitable, 1 tell you ! Your road lies 
that way, then ? Good-morning, Messieurs ; let me still hope, Not ! * 

Diplomatist Kaunitz gained his first glories in this Congress 
of Aix; which are still great in the eyes of some. Age now 
thirty-seven ; a native of these Western parts ; but hence- 
foi'th, by degrees ever more, the shining star and guide of 
Austrian Policies down almost to our own New Epoch. As, 
unluckily, he will concern us not a little, in time corning, 
let us read this Note, as foreshadow of the man and his 
doings : 

'The glory of Count, ultimately Prince, von Kauuitz-Rietberg, is 
great in Diplomatic Circles of the past Century. "^The greatest of 
Diplomatists,” they all say;— and surely it is reckoned something to 
become the greatest in your line, Fartlier than this, to the readers of 
these times, Kaunitz-Rietberg's glory does not go. A great character, 
great wisdom, lasting great results to his Country, readers do not trace 



in KuumUH (npiomuru'H,- oniy lomporiuy f^roat vohiuih^ or wimt ho aiul 
Uio by«lntulorH thought Huch, to KnuniU hiiuHolf, llo was Iho 5Su))rc.mo 
Jovo^ wo ptUT.oivOj in that oxUuot OlyiupUN; and regardH with Huhllmo 
pity, not uualliod to couloiupt, all othor diploinatio hoingn, A man 
Kparlng of w/)rdH, aparing ovon of Iook« ; will Ijurdly lift liin oyolidn for 
your Huko, will lift porhapa Iuk chin, in alight inoiioKylluhio hiHhion, 
and Htnlk Kuporlativciy througli tlio other door, King of tho vanished 
JShndowH. A dolorminod hater of h'rcnh Air ; rodo under glass cover, 
on the finest day ; made tho very ICm press shut her windows when he 
came to audience ; fed, rautiously during, on boiled capons ; more I rc- 
moniher not,’ except also that he would Hulfer no uienthm of the 
word /MA hy any inovtai.* A most high snifling, fantastic, sllglitly in- 
solent shadow-king ; ruled, in liis lime, the now-vanished ()lym])UH ; and 
had tho dillioult glory (defective only In result) of uniting Franco and 
Austria a^ninH tlio poor old »Sea-Jh>wor milk-cowH, for the purpose of 
recovering Silesia from Friedrich, a few yours hence r - Tliose are 
wondrous results; hidden under Iho horizon, not very far either; and 
will astonish Urltttuuio iMajesty and all readers, in a few years. 


AfnrMial dc Sturt' jitu/ti lYtrdrirh a 

Iti Suunucr 1740, Miuvchul tin Saxo, tho othor shiny (ignro 
of this umd Ihisinoss of the Nolhorlaiuls, paid hViodrich a 
visit; had llu^ honour to 1)0 enlorlainod hy liini throe days 
(July llMh"l(ilh, 174!)), in his Royal (!()tla|j;o of Sans-Souci 
sooniingly, in his choicest nninnor. (hirioHily, which is now 
nothing like so vivid as it Ihcn was, would ho glad to listen a 
little, in this mooting of two Suns, or of one Sun and one 
inunouHo '1 nr-Rarrol, or Atmos[)lu*rio Motoor roally of slyining 
nature, and iakon for a Sim. Rut Ihit Rooks are silout; not 
the least detail, or Idnl, or feature granted us. Only Fancy; 
™and this of Smelfungus, hy way of long farowoll to one of 
the parties : 

* * ^ It was at Tongri's, or Iti )n'a(h[uartorH near it, lOtli October 

fiattle expiu’.ted on the morrow' (Hattie of HoumuVt ever towards 
Ilerstnl, which wo used to know), ‘ tliat M. Favart, Saxe’s Playwright 
and Theatre-Director, gave out In cheorfid doggerel on full of tlie 
(hirUin, tho nnnouncement : 

* llorjimyr, (Estunkhiuha' VUtUtich^ iv. (;Ucs), 231-283, 




injZi xxurs x ur iisuuis. avi. 


‘ “ Remain nous donnerons reldchc^ 
Quoique le Directeur s^en fdche^ 

Vous voir combleroit nos desirs : 

On doit oMer tout d, la gloirc ; 

Vous ne songez gu’ d la vicioire^ 

Nous no songeons qu* A vos plccisirs/' ^ 


[i3th*i6th July 1749 
* “Tomorrow is no Piny, 

To the Manager’s regrot, 

Whose sole aUidy ia to keep 
happy : 

But, you boing bout upon victory, 
What can ho do ? — 

Day after tomorrow,— 


Day after tomorrow/’ added he^ tahing the official tone^ in honour of 
your laurels^” (gained already^ since you resolve on gaining them), we 
will have the honour of presenting ” — such and such a gay Farce, to as 
many of you as remain alive 1 Which was received with gay clapping of 
hands : admirable to the Universe, at least to the Parisian Univers and 
oneself. Such a prodigality of light daring is in tliese French gontlo*- 
men, skilfully tickled by the Marechal ; who uses this Playwright, 
among other implements, for keeping them at the proper pitch. Was 
there over seen such radiancy of valo\ir ? Very radiant indeed ; — yet, it 
seems to me, gone somewhat into the phosphorescent kind ; shining in 
the dark, as fish will do when rotten ! War has actually its serious 
character ; nor is Death a farcical transaction, however high your genius 
may go. But what then ? it is the Marechal' s trade to keep these poor 
people at the cutting pitch, on any terms that will hold for the moment. 

know not which was the most dissolute Army over seen in tlio 
world ; hut this of Saxe's was very dissolute. Playwright Favart had 
withal a beautiful clever Wife, — upon whom the courtships, munificent 
blandishments, threatenings and utmost endeavours of Mardchal do Saxo 
(in his character of goatfooted Satyr) could not produce the least im- 
pression. For a whole year, not the least. Whereupon the Goatfootod 
had to get Lettre de Cachet for her ; had to — In fact, produce the hriitalest 
Adventure that is known of him, even in this brutal kind. Poor Favart, 
rushing about in despair, not permitted to run him tlirough the belly, 
and die with his Wife undishonouved, had to console himself, he and 
she ; and do agreeable theatricalities for a living as heretofore, Let us 
not speak of it ! 

‘ Of Saxe’s Generalship, which is now a thing fallen pretty much into 
oblivion, I have no authority to speak. He had much wild natural in- 
genuity in him ; cunning rapid whirls of contrivance ; and gained Tlireo 
Battles and very many Sieges, amid the loudest clapping of hands that 
could well be. He had perfect intrepidity; not to be flurried by any 
amount of peril or confusion ; looked on that English Column, advancing 
at Fontenoy with its/eu infernal^ steadily through his perspective ; chew- 
ing hia leaden bullet: Going to beat me, then? Well — !'* Nobody 
needed to he braver. He had great good-nature too, though of hot 


* Biographic Universe I xiv. 209, § Favart ; Espagnac, ii, 162. 



liMupcr aiul HO full ot niulUlunouH vorucitiOH; a 8ubHtratuin or in- 
urLicuIuto \sitlml, and nuioh nmp;nauinuty run wild, or run 

to HtuuL A %diinlH»(l, Hwanhin^^ parpondioular Icitid of follow; Imuf^hty 
of faco, but jolly too; with a bi^, not ti;,dy nlnit ;~-captivnting to the 
French Nation* and fit (Sod of Wav (fitter than Dalhouaio/' 1 am Buro !) 
for that miNrcplivo Fcojdo. Uinhu-Htood thoir Army uIbd, what it was 
thou and Uumo ; and how, by thcatvioalH and oLhorwiao, to got a great 
deal of fire out of it, (Sreat deal of fini ; wliothor by gradual conflagra- 
tion or not, on the road to ruin or not ; how, ho did not caro. la respoct 
of military fame “ ho railed, he had the groat advantage of fighting 
nlwayw ngaiuHt laid (SeneralH, HomolimeH iigaiaHb the very worat. To his 
fame an ad van Inge ; to liiiuHelf and IiIh real worth, far the revorso. Had 
lie fallen-ln witli a bVledrieh, evmi with a Browne or a 'rraun, there 
might have lu’en dilferont newH got. I'Viedriidi (who was never stingy 
in Hueh TuatlerH, e3iee)it to law own (SeneralH, whore it might do liurt) 
iH profuHo in hin eulogien, in his udiniratiouH of Saxe; amiable to hco, 
and not InMincero ; hut whirh, piudinpH, practically do not mean very 
much. 

Mt Ih eertain the l''reneh Army reaped no profit from ita oxporionco of 
Marerlial ileSnxjs and the high iheutrienlilloH, ornamontn! blackguard isms, 
and ridicule of deatli and life. In the long-run a graver face would have 
been of better augury. King Friedrich's HoldiorH, one ohsorvoH, oxt tlio eve 
of battle, Heltle their lutn of worldly huHincHH ; and wind-up, many of 
tliem, with a lioarne wbiNper of prayer. Oliver CkomwoirH Holdierfl did 
HO, (SuKtaf Adolfn; in fact, I think all good HoldiorH, Koucoux with a 
Frinee Karl, I^iinireUl with a Duke of Oumherland ; you gain your 
Roucoux, your l4iuirehl, Unman Stupidity permitting ; hut one day you 
fall-in with Human Intelligmice, In an extremely grave form ;-~"aad your 
ehiHlie outburMt, tlie ipiickeHt in Nature, what bccomeH of it? 
Wait but another iha'ade ; w{\ nhall hco what an Army this has grown. 
Dnpidity, diM)mm'»ty, Ihmndering Mtnpidlly, indiHclpline, miHtruHt; and 
an eluHtle. oiiUpurt (?/<n0 turned often enough into tlio form of Sauve-qui~ 
petit I 

*M. le Manhihal iurvived Aix-la^<Jhapelle little more than two yeavH. 
tdvml at (dmmlioni, on tiie l^iire, an Kx-Royal Palace ; in auch splendour 
as never wnw. \VeMit down in a roHephik cloud, a» if of perfect felicity ; 
of glory that would lant forever, which it has by no moaiiH done. Ho 
made denpaich ; escaped, In this world, the Nemesifl, which often waits on 
what tliey cull ''fame.*' Hy diligent Hervice of the Devil, in ways not 
worth Hpccifying, he wasv himstdf, Kovemiier iilst, 17(50, /lung prostrate 
amidenly : ** Putrid fever ! " gloom the Doctors ominouHly to ono another; 
and. November noth, the Devil (I am afraid it was he, though clad in 
roHeate en’ulgence, and rnelmliouH exceoiUngly) carried him homo on those 


kind ti'rtuH, nn tVinn n l^uvor^i' nil td 
17B11 !" inunnured Uio Ihnil U\ hiinnolf/ 


( iM\ii j Miy 1740 

W'ttil till ITcMl, u 1 l 


'rntffir AVu’.v, that tufurni i}f VoUnlrc tind Olhtrn, 

About two ojonlh'i iiftor llio^o Siixo-Krindrioh hoHpilnlilitiH 
nt Shuh-Sooim, Vollnins writing, \nU* ul night, tVoni Iho Uoh- 
pitiible Pnlna* of 'I'ilulur Htnni'^luus, hun Ihoso to bin 

Irusiril IVArgontul : 

LuutvUir^ 4 (h Sf'ptnnfitr IT'iU. ^ * * *\f«dtt»nn ilu ( Iidtidid, thi« nif^htj 

vrldlo Hrrihldinf< avor hor .VrH 7 */«, Adi 11 littln »b»' i nllnd n mdt- 

iiif^-nmid, who hiul ntily liino tn Indd mil hor njirtm, nnd intrh n litUo 
tilrl, wliotn Uioy rufriod to \\h rrailln, 'I lu' Miillun' nrnuigi'd lun* |ui|hm*h, 
wruL Ul hed ; iind liio wholo of that {tmt( rt-Ut) U nhu'idny; liKon dtirnuiuuo, 
at tlio lunir I writo to yon.* ^fy guftnllau aoK^dn, * jMmr I Him'n't liavo 
Ko rnwy a dtdivory of loy t’atdhui* (my A'/o/jr StHYti^ Ihr llm ronfitHiim of 
old Ih'C'hilloii and tho ralmU) ! * * * 

Atul then, nix tlaya later, hear another \ViineNs lavseti! there: 

LnuMlIt* /Wtira, lO^/i * Knr tin* hr«t three or frnir dny«, Urn 

hoalth of llio Mother npiHvared exrrlliMil ; denolini^ imlhinK hut iho weak** 
ueriH itiHoparatilo frotu her situation, 'rim \\nnther wmi Tory warm. Milk- 
fovor raioo, wlihdi inadti t)io hunt In Mpilo of noooiHlrnnrort, who 

would Imvu m\m ired harloy- water ; drank a hia al^**** it ; and, nuiiuj 
inalunU aflor, had {lain in her hea<l ; iollowed hy other had tstyiop- 

ItnnH/ \\'ineh hroufjfhl llm Durlor in aa^in, Niumal UtirtorM, ha»itily 
Kutiiinonod ; wlio, after dilHroltieui thmiaht aaain that all aa^ eotnina 
riglil. And ho, on llm Mi\(h niaht, lOtli Sepliunher, ini|iiirin|^ friends 
had loft the hiek-rmnn hojudully, and atum down to »^»njijmr, ' the ratlier 
an Mndaiim HiUMued inellned to Mleep. d hero remained none vulh her hut 
iM. do »St, f^nihort, ono of her inaidH and I. ,M. de St, I«amherl, n»{ Hoon 
tiH tho HtrangerH were gone, went forward and ft|mke Home momenta to 
her; hut «ecing hor Hleepy, drew hark, and wat eliaiting with m two. 
Eight or ton inlnuleH after, we heiird a kind of rnllle in tiie thmul, in- 
tormlxcd with hicnongliH : we ran to the lied ; found her aeiiHelenH ; nil ied 
hor to a Hitting ponturo, tried vinatgreUeH, ruhhed her feet, knueked into 
tho palniH of lior handH ; nil in vain ; aim u aN dead ! 

^ Of cournu Um Kupper-jmrty hurnt-up inUi her rouin ; M, le MarijuiN du 
Ohiitolotj M, de Voltaire, and the olhorH, Profound eon derimiion : to 


* (HuvfYs^ Uxiv. 57 (Voltaire to ItArgeiital), 


tnnrK^ to crioH Hnoooodo.d a motirnAil Hiloiice. Voltaire ai\d St. Lambert 
ronuiiiUHl the lout aljouL her bod. At loiif^tli Voltaire quitted the room ; 
f^ot t»ut by the (Jriviid Knlrunoo, hardly kuowiuf^ which way he wont. At 
the foot of Lho Outer Stuirn, lu'ur a muitry'H hox, ho foil full length on the 
pavement IUh laekeyj who was a Hlop or two behiudj rushed forward to 
raise liiin. At Uiat n\onu'nt came M, do St. Lambert; who had taken 
the samo mad, and who now haHtened to help, M, do VoltairOj once on 
his feet again, and reetJgnising who it was, said^ through his tears and 
with the most }>atbetn' uctHMil, A/i, it is you that liavo killed 

lier to me 1“ aiul thc'n siuldenly; as if starting awake, with the tone of 
ropronclj and despair, *’ nnin Mon.sionr, da qnoi vom avisiex-vous 

Utl /hir^ un rfi/OfU ((h)od (Jod, Sir, wl)at put it into your head to — 

Poor M. tlo Volliiii’i' ; KUtldvnly become widower, and 
Iliing'Oub upon hi.n .sldfl.s again, at his lime of life! May 
now waiulor, Islumud** like, whilhor lie will, in Ihis hard 
loiu'Homo wurlil. Hih grief is overwhelming, mixed with 
other sliarp feelings due. on Ihe matter; but does not last 
very long, in lhal [ungnanl fonm lie will Itini-ap on us, 
in Ilia new eupneity of aingI(Muan, again brilliant enough, 
within year and day* 

hint Aul.imui, Sepi.emher Willielmina's one Dauglitor, 

one child, was wedded ; to that young Durchlaucht of Wiir- 
teudierg, wlunn we aaw gallanting the little girl, to Wil- 
helmina's aniUMemenl, some years ago. About tlie wedding, 
nothing; nor ahovit the wedded life, what would have been 
more curiouM : no Wilhelmina now to tell us anything; 
not even whelher Mamma Ihe improper Duclicss was there. 
From Herlin, the ^Pwo youngest Princes, Henri and Ferdinand, 
atUauletl at Haireulh ; Mannstein, our old Ilusaian friend, 
now Prussian again, cseorling him.’*^ The King, too busy, I 
suppose*, u'il.lt Silt‘si/in Heviews and tlic like, sends his best 
wishes,- for indcetl the Match was of Ids sanctioning and 
!ul vising ; — though his wi si U‘H ji roved mere disappointment in 

' I-runychiuup cl Wttgnirrc, Mimoins x«r Voltaire^ ii. 2 So> 251 ; — Longchamp 
kquitur^ 

® Seyfartb, li. 76. 
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tho so{|iu‘l. Friedrich got no ‘ furfclu’mnco in lljo SM'nhimi- 
Franconian CirclcHr or favour auY'vhoris by nu'uns of this 
Dmrhlaucht ; in the oml> far iho rcvta*so ! — In a word, the 
liappy couple rolled away to WurU*nd)erg (September JiOth, 
1718); he twenlVi she sixteen, poi)r ynung croalureH ; and 
in years following became unhappy to a degree* 

'riiere was but one* ehild, and it; soon died. 'Die young 
Serene l^uly was of airy high spirit; graceful, clever, good 
too, they said ; pewliajw a thought too proud : but as for 
her Ueiguing Duke, there was sehloin seen ho lurid a Serenity ; 
and it was dillleult to live l)t*side him. A most arbitrary 
Herr, with glooms and whims; elimuwed, ambitiouH, voracious, 
and the teui})er of ein angry tmile, very fit to have been 
lialtereel, in a judicious manner, instead of being set In linlter 
others! Fhiougb, in six or seven years time, llie bright Pair 
found itself grown (bu!uh*rous, o|m<iue beyond descn|)tiou; 
and (in 1759) hud to split asunder for good. ^ Owing to 
the reigning Duke's behaviour,' sfiid everybody, ' Has be- 
haved so, I would run liim through llie hody, if we met!' 
said his owji Drotlier once: Hrolher l‘'ri(*<lne}i I’higcn, a 
Prussian (ieneral by that time, whotn we shall hear ofd 
Wliat thoughts for our dear Wilhehniua, in her hdler weak 
yt‘ars dai>ptHl in eternal silence, m so mueh else is. 


CH APTKU IV 

COCCK.n KINISHKS THK IiAW-UKFOIUM ; FUlKDUlCn 
m niuK’riNCJ uts iuikhiks 

In these yeai*s, Friedricli g(}(‘s on victoricmsly with his 
I ^iw-Kcform ; Ilereulean (‘oeceji with Assistants, Irneked by 
Fricdrieh, benelicently compiering Province after Province to 
him Kuv-Mark, Neu-Mavk, (’leve (all easy, in companson, 

‘ I’rcuhfl, iv. n)9 ; Miiliurli't, ill. 451, 



aftor ronuuern), and finally rrciussen itself; — to the joy 
and profit of the same, (^icceji's inetliod, so far as the 
Foreign onlooker can diseern across nmch haze, seems to 
be threefold : 

I'", l^xiirpalion (painless, were it possible) of the Tctti- 
logger Species; imUaxl, of the Attorney Species altogether: 
‘Seek otluT employments; disappear, all of you, from these 
pveeinets, under penalty!' The Advocate himself takes 

charge of the suit, from fu-st birth of it; and secs it ended, 

he knows within wlmt limit of lime, 

2", Sifting-out (if all ine(mi[)e.tent Advocates, ‘ Follow that 
Atlorney^'ornpanY, you; away ! ^^-sifliug-out all these, and 
retaining in each (kmrl, with fees accurately settled, with 
oliaraeler Hlampt‘<l sound, or at h*ast the number 

actually needed. In a miltler way, hut still more strictly, 
Judges stupid or otherwise ineompelent are riddled-ouL; able 
Judges appointed, and their salaries raised, 

,‘F. ^Vhat setaim to he l‘Vit*dnch's own invention, what in 
oulcome he thinks will he the summary of all good Law- 
Fromlure i A final Seulenee (three ‘instances' you can have, 
hut the third emls it for you) within the Year. Good, 
surely. A justice that inlends to he exact must front the 
complicacies in a msolute piercing manner, and will not be 
tedious. Nay, a justice that is not modwatcly swift,— human 
hearhs wailing for it, the wliile, in a cancerous stale, instead 
of hojiefully following their work,-’ -wliat, comparatively, is 
the use of its (icing never ho exact! - 

Simple enough methods ; rough and ready. Needing, in 
the ex(‘rulion, clear liuman ^^yesight, clear human honesty, — 
which happi‘n to he present here, and without which no 
‘ method ' whatever cun lie (^xeeuted that will really profit. 

In the course of I74H, Friedricli, judging by Fommern 
and the other symptoms that his enterprise was safe, struck 
a victorious Medal ujion it: ^ Fmkncm liomssonm 
pressing willi Ids sci*plre tlie ol)li(jue Balance to a level 


posture; with K]n^va[)\\, ^ Knuiuluta Jun\^^ And by Ncw- 
yeni's-clay 17o0, the nnilter wiis iu elVeet eomphded; and 
‘justice eheu]}, expetli{i(JUH, crrtniu,' a fact in all Prussian 

Nii\S in \n eoiuplele tlie nmtter, Coccejrfi 

‘Project of a m’ueml l^iw (mie/ /^/o/VW f/<\f (\>r}Uirh Jurk 
FrUhrivUini^ enine forth in to tlie fuluiiralion of 

niaukimh at home and abroad; ‘the First ('ode at tempted 
nineo Justinian a lime,' siiy they, translated into all 

languages, and nsul in all countries, A ptjor tniltlewed copy 
of this C'(>ik.v Fruli^rirhuiUsi, done at Hdinhnrgh I7(il, not 
said by wlu)n) ; evidently l>ouglit at least txcu't\ ami mostly 
never yet read (nor like being nsul), is ktunvn to me, for 
yeai*H pfial, in a ghastly manner! Willnmt ll\e least profit 
to this present, or to any other Knlerpri^'; though pei*sonH 
of namt; in Jurisprmleiiee ml! ii merilorioiis in Iheir Seienee; 
the (Irsl; real allenijd at a t’odt* in Modtnii limes, Hut. the 
truth is, tluH ('oeceji ('tult,v ivmaineil a Pnijtrt merely, never 
enaeled anywliere. It wtin not till 177H, that hVitHlrieh 
mmlc aetual attempt lo build a I^iw^knle; ami did build 
one (the roimdalion-storv <»f one, for his share, eompleted 
since), in whieh this of Coreeji had little part, In 17711, 
the thing muhl agidn he menliomsl ; the 'Second l^iw- 
Ueform,' as they call it. What we praelicnlly kiunv from 
this time is, That Prussian I^nvsuits, llirough I'Vie^Iriehs 
Reign, do all tevminale, or push at tlnnr utmost for ter- 
minating, within one. year from birth; aitd that Friedrieirs 
fame, /Ls a henelhamt .hislinian, rose higli in all ('ot!?itnVs 
(strange, in ('ountries that hatl thought hi;n a War-scourge 
and (\)n(|\iering IRto) ; strange, hut undeniable;® and that 

^ Lt:Ucr U) Corrrji, ^ 1 ^^ Mfflal in June 

1748' (Hcyfurlh, ii. 67 a.), 

® llnllc, 2 vnll. folio (I’rcusH, i, 316} »‘t‘c t^*i*^* 315 a., ioil** Uk! / iiw-J'nsfi/un 
clc., nowsetlkf) by Cocreji), 

* Sec CreNfUmatf's xx. U15*2|H (• Muy 17^0 '): cltH(ioM\i, enibtiduMic 

awen there, ‘of Huron tie Sjs»n lo Chain'»ll*if 1 on iIichc 

inimitable Law Acbicvcmcnia. 



hiK own People, if move silently, yet in pvdctiee very gladly 
indeed, welcomed his Ijuv-Kcrorm ; and, from day to day, 
enjoyed Hie same, --no doubt with occasional remembrance 
who tlie l)o!U)i‘ Wiu. 

Of l-'rictlric’h’H lateniry workn, nobody, not even Friedrich 
hiiuHclf, will Ihitik it m'cmiu 7 've say much. But the 
fact he iH iloiufj; a gi'cat many things that way : in Prose, 
the Mmoirjt ()/* Jlntmlnilntrff, coming out as Pa))ei\s in the 
Acuulcmy from time to lime ; * in Vei'se, very secret as yet, 
the PalltulUm exijui.site Binie,Ht[ne,‘' think some), the Art 
of War (reckoned truly Ids best Piece in verse): — and wislics 
sometimes he hatl Voltaire here to perfect liim a little. This 
too would he one of the practical charms of Voltaire,^ For 
though King h^riedrich knows and rc!)icml)erK always, that 
these tliings, especially ilu; ^\^rse part, arc mere amusements 
in comparison, he has the ereditahle wish to do these well; 
one wo\ild not fanlasy \H eveii on the Flute, if one could help 
it. 'Why docHn'i \'oituire come; as Quantz of the Flute 
luis done?" Frit*dricli, now that Voltaire lias fallen widower, 
renews his pressings, ‘ Why don’t you come?’ Patience, your 
Majesty ; Voltaire will come. 

Noliody can wish details in this Department: but there is 
one thing ncce*iHary to be mentioned, That Friedrich in these 
years, 1 7'M)- 1 7/553, ha.s Printers out at Potsdam, and is 
Printing, ‘in ht‘autiful (|uarlo form, witli copperplates,’ to 
the ext(‘nl of twtdvo copit*s, the (Kavre^n (Poctic/il, that is) 
f/u PhUoHuphr dr Snu.H Sauci, Only twelve copies, I have 
heanl ; gift of n single copy indicating that you are among 
the choiccht of the chosen, (‘opies have now fallen extremely 
r/ire (and an^ not in rctiuest at all, with my readers or me): 
hut then: was one (‘opy which, or the Mis-title of which, as 
(lUtvre (k * Puhhiv ' du Uoi imn MtulrCy became miraculously 

' From uml onwurd j fusi (nddiiiticd complete (after slight revision by 
FolU(re), Hrriiu. 1751. 

'■* Frlnlrirh’a I.riir-r l«* xvlll. 66), * 12th September 1749.* 
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laiuous in a year or two ; — and is still ujemorable to us all 1 
Ou Voltaire’s arrival, we shall hear more of these things. 
Enough to say at prcseiiit tl\at tlie (Faivvcs du Philosophe 
(Ic Saihs-iSDUid : An Donjon dn CluUcau . Avec Privilege 
d'^Ajiallotii — Hhrcc tliiimiali cjuarto volumes, all the Poetry 
tlicu on liand,' — was finished early in 1760, before Voltaire 
eamc. That, when Voltaire came, a rcvisal was undertaken, 
a new Edition, with Voltaire’s corrections and other changes 
(total suppression of the PalladioUy for one creditable change) : 
that this Edition was to have been in Two Volumes; that 
One, accordingly, rather thicker than the former sort, was 
got finished in 1752 (same Title, only the new Date, and 
‘no Donjon du C/uUcau this time’), One Volume in 1762; 
after which, owing to the exjjlosioas that ensued, no Second 
came, nor ever will — and that the actual contents of that 
far-famed (Kuvre de ‘ Poeshh'' (number’ of volumes even) are 
points of mystery to me, at this clayd 

Friedrich’s other ein])loyments are multifarious as those of 
a I^and’s Husband (nob inferior to lus Father in that respect); 
and, like tlio benefits of the diurnal Sun, arc to bo considered 
incessant, innumerable, and, in result to usward, silent also, 
impossible to speak of in this 2 )lacc. From the highest pitch 
of State- craft (Russian Czarina now fallen plainly hostile, and 
needing lynx-eyed diplomacy ever and anon), down to that of 
Dredging and Fascine-work (as at Stettin and elsewhere), of 
Oder-caimls, of Soap-boiler Companies, and Mulberry-and-Silk 
Companies ; nay, of ordaining Where, and whore not, the 
Crows are to be shot, and (owing to cat tie- murrain) No veal 

Herr Preuss, — in the Chronological List of Fricdricli’s Writings {a useful 
accurate Piece otherwise), and in two other places where he tries, — -is very 
indistinct on this of Donjon du Chhteau\ and it is all-hiU inipossilde to ascertain 
from him ra/m/, in an indisputable manner, the GCuvrc dt ^ * nmy have 
been. Here are the places for groping, if another .should be induced to try i 
CEuvres de FriUiric, x. (Preface, p. ix.); ibid^ xi, (Preface, p. ix. }; ibid. Table 
Chromlo^iquc (in what Volume this is, you cannot yet say ; seems preliminary 
to a General Index ^ which is infinitely wanted, but has not yet appeared to this 


to bu killed : ^ daily comes the tide of great and of arnull, and 
daily tlie punctual Fricdriclj keeps abreast of it, — and 
DryasdusL has m)lcd the delails, and stulled them into blind 
sacks, — for forly years, 

'i'he Keview .seas{jns, I riolias go somewhat as follows. For 
Uerlin and neighbourlmod, May, or perhapj* end of April 
(weather now bright, and ground linn) ; somatimes with 
consiilerable {)i)mp (* h{)th (^)ueens out,’ and beautiful Female 
Nobilities, in ^ Iwenly four green tents ’), and often with great 
complieacy of manuaivn’, In duni‘, to Magdeburg, round by 
Cleve ; and home again for some days, iFuly is Fommern : 
onward thena' to Schlesien, ofUaiest in August; Sehlesien 
the hist phicis and gent*rally not done with till well on in 
Seplemhtn*. Hut we will s)u*ak of these things, more 
specially, another lime. Sueh * Uevimvsf for striotnesH of 
inspection civil and tnilitary, ns probably were not seen in 
h(i world since, - or betbre, (‘scci>t in the ease of this King’s 
Father only. 


CJIAI*TKll V 

STKANdlsHS Ol*' NO'l'K C’OIMK TO UKUIJN, IN 1750 

Hurnsn l)iplom/ici(‘s, n(*xt lo llie Hussi/m, cause some di/li- 
cullies in those years : of which more by and by. Early in 
17'1‘H, whili* Aix la‘(*hapi*lle was starting, ICx-Kxchetiuor 
Leggo ('ani(* (o Herlin ; <jn some obscure ohjcc^t of a small 
Fateh of lh’inci[iality, hanging loose during those Negotia- 
tions : ‘(buhl not we seciin* it for his Uoyal Iliglmoss of 
OunilH'rland, thinks your Majesty?’ Kx-Fxchecjuer Eegge 
was h(‘re;^ gui Ijaudsome assurances of a general nature; but 
no furtherance towards his obscure, completely iiupraeticablc 

* Heyfailh, ii. yt^ Hu Hi ; I’rtMins, lUuh jui Jtiiti manu^ i, 101*109; clc, 

^ C<»xc?'m i, J KoflrnhccU, pp *5S> (Hrsl uuclicncc, lit 

May I7f|H) ; tcf.Ulcti iisd November, Aix bciur over, 
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object ; and went home in November following, to a new 
Parliamentary Career. 

And the second year after, early in 1750, came Sir 
Hanbm'y Williams, famed London Wit of Walpole’s circle, 
on objects which, in the main, were equally chimerical : 

* King of the Romans, much wanted ; ’ ‘ No Damage to your 
Majesty’s Shipping from our British Privateers;’ and the 
like ; — about which some notice, and not very much, will 
be due farther on. Here, in his own words, is Hanbury’s 
Account of his First Audience : 

* * 'On Thursday/ 10th July 1750, H went to Court by appoint- 
ment, at 11 A.M. The King of Prussia arrived about 12’ (at Berlin; 
King ill from Potsdam, for one day) ; ' and Count Podewils immediately 
introduced mo into tho Royal closet; when I delivered his Britannic 
Majesty's Letters into the King of Prussia’s hands, and made the usual 
compliments to him in the best manner I was able. To which his 
Prussian Majesty replied, to the best of my remembrance, as follows : 

' I have the truest esteem for the King of Britain’s person ; and I set 
the highest value on his friendship. I have at different times received 
essential proofs of it ; and I desire you would acquaint the King your 
Master that I will (sic) never forget them.” His Prussian Majesty 
afterwards said something with respect to myself, and then asked me 
several questions aliout indifferent things and persons. Ho seemed to 
express a great deal of esteem for my Lord Chesterfield, and a great deal 
of kindness for Mr. Villicrs,’ useful in the Peace-of-Dresden time ; ^ but 
did not once mention Lord Hyndford or Mr. Legge,* — how singular ! 

'I was in the closet with his Majesty exactly five minutes and a half. 
My audience done, Prussian Majesty came out into the general room, 
where Foreign Ministers were waiting, fie said, on stepping in, just oiio 
word ’ to the Austrian Excellency ; not even one to the Russian Excel- 
lency, nor to me the Britannic ; ' conversed with the French, Swedish, 
Danish ;’ — happy to he off, which I do not wonder at; to dine with 
Mamma at Monbijou, among faces pleasant to him ; and return to hia 
Businesses and Books next day.^ 

Witty Excellency Hanbury did not succeed at Berlin on 
the ' Romish* King Question/ or otherwise ; and indeed went 
off rather in a hurry. But for the next six or seven years he 
puddles about, at a great rate, in those Northern Courts ; 

^ Walpole, G^or^e thi Second^ i. 449 j Rodenbeck, i. 204, 



^ - 

avoidable to us in time coming, as one could have wished. 
Besides, he is Horace Walpole^s friend and select London 
Wit: he contributed a good deal to the English notions 
about Friedrich ; and has left considerable bits of acrid 
testimony on Friedrich, < clear words of an Eyewitness,’ men 
call them, which are still read by everybody ; the said Wal- 
pole, and others, having since printed them, in very dark 
condition.^ Brevity is much due to Hanbury and his testi- 
monies, since silence in the circumstances is not allowable. 
Here is one Excerpt, with the necessary light for reading it : 

* * It is on this Romish- King and other the like chimerical errands, 
that witty Huiibury, then a much more admirable man than we now find 
him, is prowling about in the German Courts, off and on, for some ten 
years in all, six of them still to come. A sharp-eyed man, of shrewish 
quality ; given to intriguing, to spying, to bribing ; anxious to win his 
Diplomatic game by every method, though the stake (as here) is oftenest 
zero ; with fatal proclivity to Scandal, and what in London circles he has 
heard called Wit. Little or nothing of real laughter in the soul of him, 
at any time ; only a laboured continual grin, always of malicious nature, 
and much trouble and jerking about, to keep that up. .Had evidently 
some modicum of real intellect, of capacity for being wise ; but now has 
fatally devoted It nearly all to being witty, on those poor terms ! A 
perverse, barren, spiteful little wretch ; the grin of him generally an 
affliction, at this date. II is Diplomatic Correspondence I do not know.® 
He did a great deal of Diplomatic business, issuing in zero, of which I 

1 In Walpole, the Second (i. 448-461), the Pieces which regard Fried- 

rich. In Sir Charles Hanbury Williams' s Works (edited by a diligent, reverential, 
but ignorant gentleman, whom I could guess to be Bookseller Jeffrey in person ; 
London, 1822, 3 vols. small 8vo) are witty Verses, and considerable sections of 
Prose, relating to other persons and objects now rather of an obsolete nature. 

^ Nothing of him is discoverable in the State-Paper Office. Many of his 
Papers, it would seem, are in the Earl of Essex’s hands ; — and might be of some 
Historical use, not of very much, could the British Museum get possession of 
them. Abundance of Back-stairs History, on those Northern Courts, especially 
on Petersburg, and Warsaw-Dresden, — authentic Court-gossip, generally 
malicious, often not true, but never mendacious on the part of Williams,— is one 
likely item. 
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nave sometimes longed to know the exact dates; seldom anything 
farther. His ^History of Poland/ transmitted to the Right Hon. Henry 
Fox, by instalments from Dresden, in 1748 , is’ — Well, I should be 
obliged to call it worthier of Goody Two-Shoes than of that Right Hon. 
Henry, who was a man of parts, but evidently quite a vacuum on the 
Polish side ! 

Of Hanbury’s News-Lottevs from Foreign Courts, four or five, incident- 
ally printed, are like the contents of a slop-pail ; uncomfortable to the 
delicate mind. Not lies on the part of H anbury, but foolish scandal 
poured into him ; a man more filled with credulous incredible scandal, 
evil rumours, of malfeasances by kings and magnates, than most people 
known. His rumoured mysteries between poor Polish Majesty and 
pretty Daughter-in-law (the latter a clever and graceful creature, 
Da\ighter of the late unfortunate Kaiser, and a distinguished Corre- 
spondent of Friedrich's) are to be regarded as mere poisoned wind.* 
That ^ Polish Majesty gets into hia dressing-gown at two in the after- 
noon’ (inaccessible thenceforth, poor lazy creature), one most readily 
believes ; but there, or pretty much there, one's belief has to stop. Tlio 
stories, in Walpole , on tlie King of Prussia, have a grain of fact in them, 
twisted into huge irrecoguisable caricature in the Williams optic- 
machinery. Much else one can discern to be, in essence, false alto- 
gether. Friedrich, who could not stand that intriguing, spying, shrewish, 
unfriendly kind of fellow at his Court, applied to England in not many 
months hence, and got W'illiams sent away : ^ on to Russia, or I forget 
whither ; — which did not mend the Haubury optical-macliiiiory on that 
side. The dull, tobacco-smoking Saxou-Polish Majesty, about whom ha 
idly retails so many scandals, had never done him any offence. 

On the whole, if anybody wanted a swim in the slop-pails of that 
extinct generation, H anbury, could he find an Editor to make him 
legible, might be printed. For ho really was deep in that slop-pail or 
extinct-scandal department, and had heard a great many things. Apart 
from that, in almost any other department, — except in so far as lie seems 
to date rather carefully , — 1 could not recommend him. The Letters and 
Excerpts given in Walpole are definable as one pennywoi'th of bread, — 
much ruined by such immersion, but very harmless otherwise, could you 
pick it out and clean it, — to twenty gallons of Hanbury sli orris-sack, or 
chamber-slop. I have found nothing that seems to bo, in all points, true 
or probable, but this; worth cutting out, and rendering legible, on 
other accounts. Hanbury loquitur (in condensed form) : 

'In the summer of last year, 1749 , there was, somewhere in Mahren, 
a great Austrian Muster or Review / all the more interesting, as it was 

^ Sec Banbury's Works, vol, iii. ^ U 209-240. 

» ' 32 d January 1751 ^ (ms. list in Slate-Pancr Officch 



boliovoil, or koowri, timt tlio mcthodH and mauoMivrcR worn now 

to Im tho rulo inr AuHtria. Not iiiurh of a Uevlow otlun-wino, thm of 
I7')‘d; Knij)n’)»^ (Jm*rn nnd IhiHlmnd in)t porhonally thore, aa in comin^f 
Vnnrw Uu^y avo wont to lo? j tlml hifcli I^uly bcin^ ardent to roform hor 
Army, root and brani-h, accovdinf^ to tlio PruHHiun model,- more praiHO 
U) lier.^ ^ Al thirt Munt^r in Muhreii, 'Direo PruHHluu OlficorH ImppeiuHl 
to mnko tlndr appearance, for Hoverul imagiimblo roaaonR, of little 
Hij^nibenneo : “ For the pur)Jtmii td invei^llnj( people to dcHcrt, nnd enlist 
wiLb them!” nnid the Auntiian AtitborlUen ; and ordered llio Throe 
i^ruHMinn Odlcorw vuiceremoniouwly od^ the ground. Whiidj Friedrich, 
w'lwii ho iu*«rd ol it, an unlnindMOJue pipeclay proeedoro, and 

kept In joind agaiuMt tlm A^mtrlnn AuthorilioM. 

‘Next Hummer,* next Hprinpf, I 7 h 0 , * «n Aunlrian (Vptaiii heinif in 
Meekhoihur^, IravellinK aluml, met tliero an old ueijuaintance^ one 
(Uiapeau* {Ihtt I can it he ptntiihle f*), * wlui i« in p;reat I'uvour with the 
Kinp; of Fru»?iia:‘ very vvell, Kvrellem'y llanhury ; hut w ho, in tho 
name i)f wonder, can llii«4 //o/, or ( hupeau, have hotm? After HUuly,ouo 
perceivi'rt that llanhury wrote (‘hnjeau, menninj^ an old acqtiaint" 

mice of our oHrii ! Jlriilmnt, Kaltrin#^, rmdiKlyiirff (.ImHot^ Ideutenant- 
Foloiud of tlio Jirtireiitli nra#<nt)n« ; wlio Iie« at 'IVoplow, chwo on 
Mt'cklenhur^^, and i« a declareil fevourile of the DuehcHH, often nmnin^j: 
over to the there. < JAeu enoUf(h ; hut J/ortI O reader; tho 

clever Itudy iw tttuartU <*ixty, chihlleNH, moHieal ; and her II unhand, —’do 
readeirt recnllecl him at all^ that collapHiul tai/arint; Ouko whom 
Frledricli once visited, nml whi»**e Niece, Ilalf^Niece, ia (lharlotte, wino 
little loud iVuoo red crraUne now of nix, in eJean luh and tucker, 
AncestrenH of f.im'land tlml 'oi to he ; wIioho Papa will Hucceed, if tlio 
Hererio Tailor <)m wlncli he did not quite, '!o LIiIh DucIjohh, 

miiNicnl ^nllnnl t lonjot may well Im a r<»M(mrc.o, and aho to lilm. 
Naturally the Aut»irian (*a)itnin, having come to Mecklenlmrg, dined 
will] Serene Hif^line^«, he and ( hanot loyetlier, with concert following, 
and whfit not, at the Srhhmi* of Neu Strelit/ : “ And now wo will drop tlio 
'(‘Imjieau,* ami ^ay with comfort, and a hlimle of new intorcat. 

^ *''rim grand May Iteview at Herlin junt nheiiti, won't you look in ; it la 
htraighl on umr road home?" »ugge«t« ( 'liaNOt to hia travelling friend, 
“One wonhl like it, (if all thingN." amorered tho olliwr; ^Mnit tho 
King?" **'Ju«»h,'* »4ld (Imtoot; “I will make tlial all Htraight !" And 
apjdiea to llm King, accordingly: PermiMhion to an AuHtrian Olhcer, a 
good actjuainiame of mine." “Austrian Otlicer?" Friedricli'a oyea 
lighten ; ami he readily gne^i the perminMion. 'l lna wan at Ilerlin, on tho 
very eve of the Review ; and ( ha-nl and hU Auntriau are made happy in 

* Afttthi fjhtii p. KH^wlmt film »lld that way, /ifitto 1749) ; p, 162 

fti ihe Hrvifwa, tyvO- 
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tliat small naatter. And on the morrow' (end of May 1750), ^tne 
Austrian attends accordingly ; but to his astonishment, has hardly begun 
to taste the manceuvres, when — one of Friedrich's Aidea-d e-Camp gallops 
up : By the King's command, Mein Herr, you retire on the instant ! ” 
^Next day, the Austrian is for challenging Chasot» ^^As you like, 
that way," answers Chasot ; but learn first, that on your affront 1 rode- 
up to the King ; and asked, publicly, Did not your Majesty grant me 
permission ? Unquestionably, Monsieur Chasot ; — and if he had not 
come, how could 1 have paid-back the Moravian business of last year) 

— This is much in Friedrich's way ; not the unwelcomer that it includes 
a satirical twitch on Chasot, whom he truly likes withal, or did like, 
though now a little dissatisfied with those too frequent Mecklenburg 
excursions and extrarmilitary cares. Of this, merely squeezing the 
Hanbury venom out of it, I can believe every particular. 

'Did you ever hear of any thing so shocking?' is Hanbury's meaning 
here and elsewhere. must tell you a story of the King of Prussia's 
regard for the Law of Nations,' continues ho to Walpole.* Which proves 
to be a story, turned topsyturvy, of one Hofmann, Brunswick Envoy, 
who (([uite beyond commission, and a thing that must not be thought of 
at all 1) had been detected in dangerous intriguings with the ever-busy 
Russian Excellency, or another ; and got flung into Spaiidau,®— seem- 
ingly pretty much his due in the matter. And so of other Hanbury 
things. '\Vhat a Prussia; for rigour of command, one huge prison, 
in a manner !' King intent on punctuality, and all his business upon 
the square. Society, official and unofficial, kept rather strictly to their 
tackle ; their mode of movement not that of loose oxen at all ! ' Such a 
detestable Tyrant,' — who has ordered me, Hanbury, elsewhither with my 
exquisite talents and admired wit ! — 

Candidatiis Lmsenbarth (quasi ^ Lentil-beard likewise visits 

Berlin 

By far the notablest arrival in Berlin is M. de Voltaire’s, 
July 10th ; a few days before Hanbury got his First Audience, 
* five- minutes long.’ But that arrival will require a Chapter 
to itself ; — most important arrival, that, of all ! The least 
important, again, is probably that of Candidatus Linsenbarth, 
in these same weeks; — a rugged poverty-stricken old Licentiate 
of Theology ; important to no mortal in Berlin or elsewhere : 

^ Walpole, Georgt the Second, i. 457, 458. * Ibid. i. 458. 

* Adelung, V. 534; vii. 132-144. 



Uin«-A»fir. 

^A\\nm whom, liowrvpr, nnil n|)on hi« piwcclurcs in that City, 
we projjose, for om* own objects, to bestow a few glances; 
rugged Namitive ol the thing, in Hingular exotic dialed:, but 
true every wont, having forUmalcly come to us from Linsen- 
Imrlli'rt own Inunb' 

Ikwlin, it must Im adnutled, after all one’s reading in poor 
Dryasdust, remains a dim empty objed; Toutsddand is dim 
and empty: and out of llu* forty blind mieks, or out of four 
hundred such, what pieliuv euii any Innnan head form to itself 
of Friedrich as King or Man? A trilling Adventure of that 
poor individual, called Linsenbarlh Candidate ThcologiWy one 
of the poured- of morlals, but true at)d credible in every 
particular, comes gliding by cIuuut athwart all that; and 
like the glimmer td a poor rushlight, or kindled straw, shows 
it UH for momeutH, a thing visible, ])alpal)lo, os it worked and 
live<l. In the great th'arlh, LiuNenharth, if I can faithfully 
inler)>rel him Wn* the moilcni reader, will l)e worth attend- 
ing to» 

Dale of LiusenhartirH Adveulun* is June- — August 1760, 
‘Sehlusw of Heichlingrm ' anti ^ Village of Iltamnleben ’ are in 
the'riuu'ingcn Hill (’ouulry (Weimar not far off to castwai’d) : 
the Hero hiin’»elf, u tall iiwkwiu'tl raw-honed (*reature, is, for 
perhapH near forty years past, a OtndidfUu.Sy say Licentiate, or 
Curate without t*ure, SubnihlH, I shoultl guess, by school- 
mast eritig, ebe/ipe.l rtt‘lu>t)huasler ctJiiceivahle, wages mere 
nothing, in tin* Villag^H about; in the Village of Hemin- 
(chcti latterly; age, an I discover, grown to be sixty- one, in 
those htrailetnal hvit by tm nu‘auH forlorn eireuniHlanccs. And 
HO, here in veterau Lin^enharlli of IltMumlcibcn, a kind of 
Thuringian Dtnniuie Sampson ; whose Interview with such a 
brother niortnl as h'riedrich King of Prussia may be worth 
looking at, if I can ahritige it pro])erly. 

Wi'il, it In the yenr at thin thrlce-olmeuro Villaji;o of 

Heininlal»en, tlm Nuirlhy uld Ihmtor ('ftanabielMlied ; worthy old man, 
how Ijc laid lived thore, itiodCNily HtudlouH, frugal, chiolly on farm- 

* 'rhri.u^n H.-Irrvnf^cbp i. 4^3 cl .scq. 


jMJmitU a \ Vi\f tint45u ; \vi it iwruty^ with laml, 

jHiiiUry hnU'hrn ; who i** iit»w t^i HtnrU with 

lijfi Narratni^, u\ 

Uin»»ic'nharih, whu I hrrn .\ u;«i ml tn lha t)t*i‘i%'iHn(l 

( aiumliii'hi ttiui wa.« imw mit i\f' work, * I lu^l umI ihi^ h‘AHt tlimi|j^))t 

of )iru(UinK hy i1m« natality, hul wh^.t ha|»jM*!io4 1 ho Uorr liraf vein 
WVrlhorn, al Ht*hh»»^ Hoo hUiii^ou, aotii hu Mo*® it»r (/■r’ojTi/trA 
tiirrrUtr l« iho tula of thia whuh nan to oh-mlrti* thoti^ht 

of niilhtlur'^, roftil laUmr, 1 *^ 11 ) loooi i lo oijfuf ij, Miia l.*‘hu;jiliri » lor, Itori 
KotloiitoE’il, to my toio iii In.^e-ho^' ; ' w)iu htuu){lil 

» grarloim nahtUlion from lo® I^u.l ; t^yiU)^ fAUlur, ‘Ihal I know tur 
(o^i'oUoMt t'ttiHuhii‘)» jf^ouo Uiiui 09, aUi'l * iho lV4orttto ul 
UoioiololuMi WrtH smaul ; llmtUu iohioI %.uj>»oa roiojjr'litora amimutml 
«o/')»o« tir»4o, for Um jthu o; Urn Urtr tirall, howm^ri had yiil 
iioim of ihotn iho fojf, hot ulwaja ull 1 ^houhl tt|»|>ly. A« ] 

hatl nut tioiio ao, ho ((ho honl Ctiofi wmihl lorn of hi« own iuolion |(iv‘i 
mo tho proftM rm o, and hrrohy roolrr tl»o pA-Uoroir ojHm mo \ * 

' WiUumt all rtnittovoray, hnfr wm« a itu ufoi ihn roi, to ho lot oivrtl will 
llm nuhmiB^ivo lli.mka ? Mol iho lamn ji*. *n»i mosjainfi,**’** ratni 

liilrhiiiff in ‘ mnMfuyrr, (Jrrmao loowoh) vrty otmti. Krltouln'i 

hi'iian : *' Hu mu*»i moiiimu it* mo -fo''- I In I/id)cih»|» thu I'Vai 
(irafui wftuliul III Imvu hur iiuid juuvolrd lot h\ ihi^ iitumotum 

too; I imml marry hrr, atid lakr ihu at ihr Bao*»i limo.*“ 

\V*htiw ! Ami ihia U tlm oohlo way o( ihoiLiii^^ »i|< in hur fifi' 

HeliluHK yomlrr? Untmuharih will mum ul u, * Ku^ my imiiim full n 
onrc'/ Hny^ Im, 'wlmtt I Imard il waa /»u u( riu oh, /»u ni ui ftn utt (I i^lv 
Oittt tlmti mayrat tlo^ I do Hml thou do ; Wilt havu tlm kok, llmi 

take llm irk, \yiiht tiu dir /vdrrr, hi uoum dir C^oiHrr); lUi ihmvr* Irrm® 
my ruply wa** : .Nfoal tiHiin Uol ihiioku, llrrr l iof udi^r* am! Nu, Ai 
Hiu*h a vmttthm ! Ami why?' 'I ho uoaUoo must ha^u /iVr/idrm, llirr 
mUHl Im no tritium rwrotiu/r m it ; it miuit ho njchl «u rfat-ofuih, ulhrrwiB 
no Initmui timn ran «rt'r|il it wt(h a Kot*il * mub* <om r. woro 

marrlnifo on roiiBlraint ; mil tif whir h a l)u»uB«ml uu ooi-rroiro/uo m»Kl 
Hprinii I Hoar IdiHtMiharlh, in t)»o |nrhaUI dmUni, with Urn wum 
hmirt, and ])ndoronrn offtUfiiatmn itmlf to wirim othrr ihii}#|«> ‘ Kuttoi 
Ixsil (A'Aoifi fi4'r) wont lumm ; and tluno Wrt« futiml unuihor ( atulidaU 
wlllinif for tint iimrriaf(o on roiHirnutl, 'mil nf whuh fm-tfnrmVfdt 
might Hpring/ in liluM^uhnrilfa n|iini(iti. 

•^And «o did Iho i»nuakitth rourtly grntloman' (//ofoiuno, ronrltor \ 
IJoiienlmrl)i h«a It), * who gr«ii|Hul witJt hulh hands at my rojoi tofl odo 
«xp«srionc« Iwaforo long/ r^ntiuu«f» Un^onharlh. ' Kor llm huHo llniiK 


iMUirt lattriH Inl hiin hucU n lt((< that, within throo years, ago yet only 
thirty, lie liuil t<» Ihtp tin' <lu4. {hUr nt tlw. fp^us'n^ saya Linsenhartli, 
provt'rhially), \wi‘* an un tiiMv ntVn^fa iueluiUng all others, ^And I 

iuul h}Uttumu rnuf^itm tn rrhi»^t' Ihn viuMitum cum tali oonditione. 

Mlowevor, it very ill Inheu of me. All ovor that Thuringian 
region I wa^i vr\n\ imt n)nMi oh n hraiKtroiig fooliKh porHon : The Herr 
(hat* vdii Werlhern. >.f) ran Die story, Imd of hiH own kindnoRS, without 
renuest of mine. oMen*d me a living ; rura fim, Hinguhir instance; and I, 
riirth and willuml head, lltnig luvuy Hiirh gmeimiH olTcr. In short, I was 
told to my fm-e ' (hy r,‘»od natiued fruMulM), ^Nohody would ever think of 
me for prmnolinn again ; ' univevKal HulVrngo giving it clear against poor 
hiiiMuihartli, in tldi way, 

''Jo g»*l mil of people’ ^ Ml, Du at lensl,’ eontiiniOH ho, decided to 
leave my nalive plaee, aiui go to Herlin,* tl.'iO miles away or more. And 
HO It WHS that, on done the lltdh, I landed at Herlin for the first 

time: and here slndghl'Miy at the /*«n’A7ni/'(or (lustom-houHo), in search- 
ing of my things, dnn (/oiA r*. (/ (one tlO/,), all in NUrnherg hnixcrij were 
sei/ed from me ;* Inttirn, nn;u ler groiilH we imiy suy; 7i hat'/on goto a 
Mhiliing ; uluii u yiu U there luimt. have he(^n of them, S),000 in all, about 
the si/e of Ijerring seale i, In l>a(l nilver ; fruit of Linfloubarth's fitorii 
thrlfl Jnmi Idilli upward >; all wnatched from him at ono swoop. ^And 
why?' imy*! he, ipiite hi .lurienll}' ; V(*s, Why? The roaclor, to uuder- 
hlmid it uhnlly, \Mniid need to read in MylinH’s I'Jdirfni-Samrniungy in 
.sVi//hi7A nod id .e^litMe;* and In know* the HeaudnIouH condition of Ger- 
man roimige nt llo^ time niid lour; after; every needy little Potentate 
mising liH roin wtih enpper lU iliM(*ndion, and swindling mankind with 
It for a he:eson ; neetlhin to hi' permuplorily forhidden, confiscated or 
ordered Imine, hy Die like of Frieilrieli. Liimonl>arth answers his own 
'And wliv?' with hi>(oeieal I'almne^s: 

''Hie King huti, »«ome (nK) yi^at'N ago, had Die hatzon utterly cried 
down (ijaui und */arJ ; lhi‘y werti not to cirmilate at all in IiIh (’ountrics ; 
and I was ho lu»hl, I liml InnitglU Iml/en liiUier into the King's Capital, 
/vi./iiyie/.r /hM./i ii; it'<elf! At the Packhof, there was but one answer, 
“ (‘milrahand, < niitr.iband ; " ' Here was a welcome for a man, 'I 
made my e\eme^r I tjd nut the letml know ; came straight from Thuringon, 
many mile« of road ; eoidd not there What His Majo.sty the King 

imd iieen pleuMal to forhid in HIh {Thturii) ronntries. ^^You should have 
infmmeil ymir elf," nuid the Paekliof people ; and wore deaf to such con- 
hidm atimiH, ’* A man »*mulng into sneh a HeHiden// lown as Perlin, with 
intent to abide tliere, Hhouhl have iiujuired a little what was what, 
ehpeeially what eoin« were cried ilown, and what allowed, said they of 
Urn Piirkhof.’ Poor Kin eiilmrlU I ^ Hut what am 1 to do now? How 

‘ Mylluti, / ./#V/ XT 1 ., Jaiumry I7<t4 ; etc. etc. 


- . , . A,’ i/yi 

ttHA 1 !»» hv«f>, if l%'Sk<i^ *• > 'i^iy JSiNU**?! u**rit lilf' ^ *' I lm| \n yimy 

ttUtltHtk/' n-Avil ihcH , f iSiMiriJ, Hrt inifr^Sl fuul lur hih 

tif n!r^» i-r s.* -fi sia «! aat acAti'-l n|* ; *' tttA have 

{((1 rn<‘ft1 lf“f' 1«» 1*4* ^ ‘ fl*' o sa « ^c<)|i oillt* f«r ft 

man ; I muai Jrairc «iU »siji h» }*n, ft*,*! lu^il ainrt v^r* fur it* in a 

tlay tir 

* llir-jf' jwrt'uf U , a Ifoirk , hu luatliHl my 

riffni'la un h»«a nnw , J liin ^•s•^l^lsl nufl tii ih*^ ^yhth 

Nwilfl ill ihr* ’ Muujiti uf Sho Ji-n^lral til IIiaI lh*rlil) 

JfHf^), Mhtr'Wf fu) loii, au4 tirn,* .. U' l f*»<jr •< ;* liuii 'I wu nf 

luy haUrUn* ►I rxa*l* * wm\;I 4 Isakitn >*»• r , J- ji t Ua*\ n*t fuuuny ft| all. 
111?’ laiiilluj 4 nut iwws'U" lisal I Ii4il » «t'4?*^n4 !*■ Ii!hr|f*«*)i ihv 

luKi^a^'AA ijf Kin&^nhaetl* ' /> f«'? ntsrmu ji, *« Irillik 

full iif liin*na» a nf lUmka aut| iifhrt tj hn ]*4n| tim tuau ; atui 

fre»rit inn in »iimU rn^nn »u ihr* »n.ut5,4e*ji' : Ifnj ^.inna ^ ( mul, |»r»rhaps 

four ftlnriir*’® hij^h) : ** 1 M*nhJ a? »►» t?;t ht‘ ai%nt , *" hr> iittiiJiM jfjn.u mi’ 

fuiHl ainl ilrihK in thn while * Ami an | h'i'e4 ui ihia Inn ri}()il 

wrH*k»» VKillntHl mse re4 ui fr^nr nu4 .uniijrly. Juui 

!Jtith ri^hlwreka hnuK*^ n® Ani^;uat h lh * \nl! i:fn m hn^ht ol 
iVrtiljrf ; ftlut vrfy llun^'a nnat ■^4 * •»!: whrih a»m{ii 

*rhtA W'jitli* was a wltnfr l arr^efa hML“»-it : »nlini Itinh nf llu 

uf Hiihalleru onil. wh>nu l.n. ::rti!*4slh » nSo ' fr* ih //. lutii 

nf llil' CUiate*! nf ( int rjj, ehall we fan* y Vi, ft4»1 I** 4n wjSh I ailiera ftlU 

limit* jim’inmilirtr lawauiU. Vif^nt ^t M h-^*! nnin r.l iho f<;ray iltrar] 
('ntutitit.t{U0t fttllitlg ft|iftirnw hln »U tenai!:n tmnrta , had In fiilii 

UniWrtnnk tur a Anui» tfwy, mi |fUithvKn »•»< in t'a» k hla hnl/lM 
for him. ‘Hmy Wniil mm in * t\ llnuari* 

It wtw ft (imitm tml i nln Mun hu hear 

ilm Advorat II *a »hort ataliruient > amt nM4ri ana^irr ' Miuiomuri ait 
ia It yon that will |iii*k lu»lu9 in llm ■* I lime mnlrt'ilntul yu 

worn riilltur aituiUK at tho miinnoi 4 til nl Ml 

cm In tlial way, ami ymi am sum nf tinnr jimmi.*’'. nji , AtUneat !' 
rufthotl out with LiitHnuharlh iuin iho Bifrrl , ami itirre wan lunilmr |»a 
iior ptirohnno In lltat ({uatlt^r. 

Poor LioiitMthaftii wa^a ntut tolMm-ilj hy ^tmplu nej|jjhh«mr», in fj 
flimit to t)m KifiK ; m <*w*ry [Hnor man t an, al m i f mi hnnr* ni ihn ilai 
MV^rtltt out yottr Cm^O (Mentnrmll wjlh r<ilfr*mr* hreul%/ ftanl they 
^ UOihitig hill the O^HiMilin) ptitnla, ami lhn«n rlrar.* l.m*3rjihai lli^ atOHi 
fti iho ltiKh=-pri*H«uro, rompnsuMl (i no«i;.t«/rt a Mrmnrml nf iliwi rigi 
Ittcouit: Hurt; wrolo it fair imt$in»!\ri 0 n) i ami wmil lO! fhrmwiih *i 


^ ' Uf»nnl C arinuKh ^5*h August/ elc. 


oiiiMiiiiK (It till' (JatoH ' imiilillii tiiiin of AuguHt I7fi0, no dato fartlier')- 
'willimit (.no lainmiK in my pt.cKtd, in (Jod'H nmno, to I'otadam.' He 
contimii’H : 

‘Ami 111 l‘..U.Inm 1 \vn» IncKy (-m.iij^h to mo tlio King; my first sight 
of him. Ho wio. on tlm I'nhwo I-iaplmindo tlioro, drilling ),is troo|.8 ’ (fine 
trim N.in.ird l'A|.(mM>, with tho ratiico to rear, and Gnrdon-wulks and 
River to IVoiit ; ohcn- hVimlricli Willudm sat, Iho last day ho ivas out, 
(ind ordi'icd .loclu'y I’liilipfs Iiiiuko to ho aelmilly sot about ; whore the 
troopH do ovolulioOH ovory morniog ; thorn is Kriodricli with cocked-hat 
and blito <vmt ; huy ahinit JI 

« Whrn Dili drill nvrr, \m MajoHly went into tho Garden, and tho 
ttehluTH iIiNji(n«ed i nnly iniir GDicerH reiitaiiKul upon tho 

KHjilauivde, and wnikrd up and down. Kor friKlit I kntMv not what to 
do; 1 pollnl tho Vh\hhh luil oi* my i)(K;kot,"-ahe«o worn my Memorial, 
two (VrlilirntoH of riovrarlor, and ii TliilnuKon (poor aoul). Tho 

OilirtM'H noticed thi«* ; came to mo, ntul Huid, What iettors has 

IIo tluMO, llMm?" I tiianktully imd /gladly impartod tlie whole; mid 
wluui tho t»dict»rw had rend them, tlioy naid, Wo will ^ivo you*' (Him, 
not even VVirr) "a good advice, ‘rim Kinw: Ih oxtra-Kraoions today, and 
iH jcmm ajono into the (hirilen. Follow him Htraip^ht. Thou wilt have 
luck/' 

^'j’hirt I uould Mtit do ; ruy awe wan too They thereupon laid 

haudM on me* (Iho mi^ahievouH do^H, not ill-'humourod either); ^ono 
took mi\ hy the ri^^lil ann, another hy the left, olT; to the Garden 

Having ffut me Ihiiher, they looked out for the King. Ho was among 
tile gardenet'Ji, (uamining wome rare plant; Ktoopuig over it, and had his 
hank to UM, lime I hail to 1 mil; nnd the GMirerK began, in underhand 
tune' (tlie tiog« !), ‘ to put me through my drill : ” Hat under left arm 1 

Uighl font foremoNt ! lirranl well forward 1 — Hoad up] — Papors from 
pmieh ! Papers aloft In right hand ! Steady 1 Steady 1 ' — And wont 
their waya, looking alwaya round, to nee if I kept my posture, I per- 
eeived vvell enough (iiey were pleuMcd to make game of mo J but I stood, 
all the name, like a wnll, helng full of fear. Tho Ollicors wore hardly 
out of the Garden, when the King turned round, and saw this extra- 
ordinary nmclnno/ telegrapli figure or whatever wo may call it, with 
papers pointing to the nky. ' He gave Htudi a look at ino, like a flash of 
aunluMuim glancing through you ; and HtMit one of tho gardonors to bring 
my pa pern, W'hicli Imving got, he Htruck into another walk with thoni, 
and wuH out of Night, In a few nii mites ho ap))oarcd again at the place 
where the rare plant wa^, with my Papers open in his left Imrid ; and gave 
mo a wave w ith lliem 'Po roine nearer# I plucked-up a heart, and wont 

^ A»jj;usl ant? (See K<rtlcnhrck| wlilcl) wc often quote, . aop. 
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Daiiz; noinilolica wilii Dr, W’rh'ionljoru ; Pa^ioruiii ** (not IViHtorrtl 
I’oolryj but tbo Art uf Pnwloiribip) nnd with Dr, IhubUmiH.'* 

(Thoroj your AlnjcHty ! wlmt a fflitnimo, fw into iniiiiito (‘on- 

tinentri^ itllod with poiniiu'OUH thorny innnitloMi iiivincihlo nuHal drAwliiifc 
ot‘ didactic Titann, txnd Iho awful allcinjit to npin, on all innnnor of 
wtuu\lH| rond-imrnoHM out of Hplit ctihvudiH: IIooiu ! IIuoiu-nHin ! liar- 
noHH not to ho had on thono toriuH. tlu^ dronry fdiMhua clo»o iif^niui 
till Dio gonoral Day of Judgment for all thiH.) 

iCiittj (glad to got out of tho LimlmM). Wore IhingH nn udld then at 
Jena, in your tiino, aa of old, wlicn tho .Studontn wore forever Hcu/lling 
and ruining, and llio (hniploL wont: 

* nVr AoiniuH i“<oi Jniu 

J^cr hat ivn ufitaafn (fliU'k ea 

• Ho lluil tuuiHitt from dtMiU hrlh, 

Do may think hlnnndf u luoky fidlnw'D* 

Limenfiuyih. 'I‘hat wovt of folly U gone t|uito out of faHlHon ; and a 
man can lead a Hilont and (|uiot life thorc*, jiint ah at othor UnivorHiUcH, 
If III) will attend to tho Die, oiir hio?” (or know what hia real orrand Ih). 

In my tlmo Ihoir t^mono IlighnoHUOH, tho NnrHingTalhm'a of tlio 
Univornity (Nnfritorflx Arntiemitv), of iho ICrnoHtino Idno*^ (Uhdrnar- 
(toUrn HighncHrtoH, that ia), ''worn in the Imhit of having tho UulllorH 
(Kimomu^en), Ronownora ah thoy aro raliod, wlu) made ho much diH- 
tnrlmnco, Hont to ICiHonach to lio in tho ^Partl)urg a while ; thm*o tlioy 
learned to ho ijuiot.'* ((Joidc Htrilum 'rwelvo, dinnor-tlmo of AlajoHty,) 
Kiiiy, ‘‘ Mow I muat go : thoy aro waiting for their Moup" (and ho ondw 
Dialoguo for tlm prOHont). Did tho King hid nu) wait? 

'Whon wo got out of tho Danlon,' HiiyH LliiHmilmrtli, Hilont on thiH 
point, Hho four OlVtcorH worn rUU thorn n))on tlio i*!sj)lnnado ' ((hipUihiH 
of (lunrd bolilco) ; ' thoy wont into iho Palaco with llio King,' idenriy 
moaning to dino with hia MajoHty. 

roinalnod aUnding on tho I'iUplaimdo. For twonty-ROVon liourn 
I had not tantod food ; not a farthing in honift* (of principal or intoroHt) 
^to got hroml with ; I Imd wadod twenty mil oh hitherj in a nnltry morn- 
ing, through tho sanil. Not a diilicuU tiling to koop-down laughter in 
Huch o.ircumHtanooH ! '--Poor Houl ; hut tho Uoyal mind Ih human too. — 

^ In thirt tromor of my lioart, there came a iianmter’^humtr ' (HoIiHor- 
Vnlot, Valcit reduced to Ida aimploHb ox])roHHion) ^ out of tho Palace, and 
nttked, '' Whore la tho man that was with my King" (mfUitnn 
thj King particularly?) 'Mn tlio Ciardon ? " I anawored, ‘‘'Iloro I" And 
ho lod mo into tho 8chlo8H, to a largo Room, whoro pagOH, lackoyH, and 
Kammor-huHHurH wore about My Kammer-liusfiar took mo to a littlo 
table, oxcollontly funilBliod ; with Houp, hoof ; likowiHO carp droHHod with 



ganlOM-HuIivil, likcwitto ganio with curuinlun’-Hulml : brcml, knifo, fork, 
iipodu iuul Hivlt wuro all llu'ro*(aiul I willi nil apju'tito of twoiily-Hcven 
hours ; 1 loo wan ihoro). ' My husHnv Hrl ino a clmir, naid : “ TIuh Unit 
is oil tlio Uihlo, tlio King Iuih ordmuMl lo ho hihvimI I'or you (Him): you 
aro to oat your (ill, and mind nolHuly ; and 1 am to Horvo. Sliarp, Ihon, 
full. to !'’«-! was groally aHtoniHhod, mid know not what to do; loant oi 
all could it como into my head tliat Iho King's Kammor-hiisHur, who 
waited on hia MajcHty, Hhould wait on nm. I proHsotl him lo ail hy mo; 
but as ho rofuKod, I did as hidden; sat dowuj look my Hpmm, and wont 
at it with a will (yViAc/j) ! 

^'riio huHHur tmdi the heel’ IVom tho tahio, set It on Urn charcoal diNli 
(lo koo}) it hot till wuiiIimI) ; ho did Iho like with tho (ish and nmnl 
game; and ))uunnl mo out wino and hcor * (was over nuch a lucky 
Barmccido !). H alo and drank till I had nhundnntly enough. UesHork 
confoctiom'ry, what I could . a jilatoful ol' hig Idack rherrioa, and n 
plaloful of ponrHj my wailing man wnipjicd in paper and HtulVed thoiii 
into my pm‘koU, to ho a refrcHlimont (Ui th^^ way Immo. And ho 1 
roHO from tho Uoyal tahh^ ; and tlmnkod <»o/) and tlio King in rny 
heart, that I had ho gloriounly dined,' hrrriivh, ^gloriounly* at last, 
Poor oxcollonL down-lroihlea IdiiHonharth, oho’h hearl opmiH to liim, 
not ono*H larder only. 

^Tho huHHar totd< away. At that moment a SocroUry camo ; hroughi 
mo a Healed Order (UeHcript) to tlio Packhof at Berlin, with my (huUli 
catCH (7W7nn<niio), and tho Puhk ; t(dd doun on the lahlo live 'I’ai Id neat) 
(Srhuuuit-(lttk(ittn)f and a (iohl Friedrich uinler them * (idmut *'!/. 10#. 
1 think ; hotter than 10/. of our ilay to a mmimon man, and lieller thin 
KM)/, to a IdiiHeiiharth), -*^ Haying, 'I’lio King N«nt me iIhh lo tnko im 
homo to Berlin again. 

' And if tho hiiHsar took mo into tho Pnlaro, it was imjw tlio Bccrolarj 
tliat look mo out again, Ami thero, yoked with nix ImrueH, Hlood a roya 
Proviant wagon ; which liaving lod mo to, (ho Secretary Maid: ^^Yoi 
jioojdo, tho King hnn givim ordi'r you aro to lake thl« Htranger to Berlin 
and alHO to accopt no drink»nmnoy from him." I ag^in, through tin 
Jhrrn iS^’cn7nri»»i, tCMlilied my moMt KiilmiiM^ive thankfulne*irt for id 
Royal graciouHncMHCH ; loidc my place, and rolled away. 

‘On reaching Berlin, I went at once lo the Packhof, Hlrnlglit to thi 
ofllce-room/ * Htanding more erect tliin time, * and handed them lU] 
Royal RoHcrlpt. 'Plio Head man opened tlm Meal ; In reading, hi 
changed ctdour, wont from pale to red ; haul nothing, and gave it to tin 
Hocond man to road. The second put on IiIh Mpei'tacleH ; read, and gavi 
it to tho third, Ilowovor, ho' (the Head man) * rallied lilmHoIf at last 
1 wan to como forward, and ho ho good m write a quittance (receipt] 
'^That I had recolvcd, for my 400 thalern all In haV-neii, llio Mumo aum ii 
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l^randonburg coin, ready down, without the least deduction/' My cash 
was at once accurately paid. And thereupon the Steward was ordered. 
To go with me to the Wliite Swan in the Judenstrasse, and pay what I 
owed there, whatever my score was. For which end they gave him 
twenty-four thalers ; and if that were not enough, he was to come and 
get more.’ On these high terms Linsenbarth marched- out of the Pack- 
hof for the second time ; the sublime head of him (not turned either) 
sweeping the very stars. 

' That was what the King had meant when he said, You shall have 
your money back and interest too " ; videlicet, that the Packhof was 
to pay my expenses at the White Swan. The score, however, was only 
10 thalers, 4 groschen, 6 pfennigs* (30 shillings, 6 pence, and 2 or 
perhaps 3 quarter-farthings), ^for what I had run-up in eight weeks,* — 
an uncommonly frugal rate of board, for a man skilled in Hermeneutics, 
Hebraics, Polemics, Thetics, Exegetics, Pastorale, Morale (and Practical 
Christianity and the Philosophy of Zeno, carried to perfection, or nearly 
so)! ^And herewith this troubled History had its desired finish.* And 
our gray-whiskered, raw-boned, great-hearted Candidatus lay-down to 
sleep, at tlie White Swan ; probably the happiest man in all Berlin, for 
tlie time being. 

Linsenbarth dived now into Private-teaching, * Information/ as he 
calls it ; forming, and kneading into his own likeness, such of the young 
Berliners as he could get hold of : — surely not without some good effect 
on them, the model having, besides Hermeneutics in abundance, so 
much natural worth about it. He himself found the mine of Informing 
a very barren one, as to money : continued poor in a high degree, 
without honour, without emolument to speak of ; and had a straitened, 
laborious, and what we might think very dark Life-pilgi*image. But the 
darkness was nothing to him, he carried such an inextinguishable frugal 
rushlight within. Meat, clothes and fire he did not again lack, in Berlin, 
for the time he needed them, — some twenty-seven years still. And if 
he got no printed praise in the Reviews, from baddish judges writing by 
the sheet,— here and there brother mortals, who knew him by their own 
eyes and experiences, looked, or transiently spoke, and even did, a most 
real praise upon him now and then. And, on the whole, he can do 
without praise ; and will stand strokes even, without wincing or kicking, 
where there is no chance. 

A certain Berlin Druggist (^ Herr Medicinal-Assessor Rose,* whom we 
may call Druggist First, for there were Two that had to do with Linsen- 
harth) was good and human to him. In Rose’s House, where he had 
come to teach the children, and which continued, always thenceforth, a 
home to him when needful, he wrote this N arrative (Anno 1774) ; and 
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died therej three years afterwards, — ^ 24 th August 1777 , of apoplexy, 
age 88/ say the Burial Registers.^ Druggist Second, on succeeding the 
humane Predecessor, found Liiisenbarth’s papers in the drug-stores of 
the place ; Druggist Second chanced to be one Klaproth, famed among 
the Scientific of the world ; and by him the Linsenhavth Narrative 
was forwarded to publication, and such fame as is requisite. 

Si?’ Joims Hanxvay stalks aci'oss the Scene^ too ; i?i a 
poiiderinff and observing manner 

Of the then very famous ^Berlin Carrousel of 1750’ we 
propose to say little ; the now chief interesting point in it 
being that M. de Voltaire is curiously visible to us there. 
But the truth is, they were very great days at Berlin, those 
of Autumn 1750; distinguished strangers come or coming; 
the King giving himself up to entertainment of them, to 
enjoyment of them ; with such a hearty outburst of mag- 
nificence, this Carrousel the apex of it, as was rare in his 
reign. There were his Sisters of Schwedt and Baireuth, with 
suite, his dear Wilhelmina queen of the scene there were 
— It would be tedious to count what other high Herrschaften 
and Durclilauchtig Persons. And to crown the whole, and 
entertain Wilhelmina as a Queen should be, there had come 
M. de Voltaire ; conquered at length to us, as we hope, and 
the Dream of our Youth realised. Voltaire’s reception, July 
10th and ever since, has been mere splendour and kindness; 
really extraordinary, as we shall find farther on. Reception 
perfect in all points, except that of the Pompadour’s Com- 
pliments alone. ‘ That sublime creature’s compliments to 
your Majesty ; such her express command 1 ’ said Voltaire. 
‘ Je ne la comiais pas^ an.swered Friedrich, with his clear- 
ringing voice, ^ I don’t know her ’ ; ® — sufficient intimation 
to Voltaire, but painful and surprising. For which some 

' In Rodenbeck, Beytragc^ i. 472-475, these latter Details (with others, in 
confused form); ibid, 462-471, the Na^'^'ative itself. 

* ‘Came 8th August* (Rodenbeck, 205), 

* Voltaire to Madame Denis, ‘Potsdam, nth August 1750 * (CEwvm, Ixxiv, 
184). 


diplomatic persons blame Friedrich to this day ; but not I, 
or any reader of mine. A very proud young King ; in his 
silent way, always the prouder ; and stands in no awe of the 
Divine Butterflies and Crowned Infatuations never so potent, 
as more prudent people do. 

In a Berlin of such stir and splendour, the arrivals of Sir 
I Jonas Hanway, of the ^ young Lord Mai ton ’ (famed Earl or 

^ Marquis of Rockingham that will be), or of the witty Ex- 

cellency Hanbury, are as nothing ; — Sir Jonas'’s as less than 
nothing. A Sir Jonas noticed by nobody ; but himself 
taking note, dull worthy man ; and mention able now on 
j that account. Here is a Scrap regarding him, not quite to 

j be thrown away . 

i ^Sir Jonas Harnvay was not always so extinct as he has now become, 

1 Readers might do worse than turn to his now old Book of Trax^eh again, 

and the strange old London it awakens for us : A Russian Trading 
Company/* full of hope to the then mercantile mind ; a Mr, Hanway 
. despatched, years ago, as Chief Clerk, inexpressibly interested to manage 

well ; — and managing, as you may read at large. Has done his best and 
j utmost, all this while ; and had such travellings through the Naphtha 

I Countries, sailings on the Caspian ; such difficulties, successes, — ulti- 

< mately, failure. Owing to Mr. Elton and I’hamas Kouli Khan mainly. 

T Thamas Kouli Khan, — otherwise called Nadir Shah (and a very hard- 

I headed fellow, by all appearance), — wiled and seduced Mr. Elton, an 

1 Ex-Naval gentleman, away from his Ledgers, to build him Ships ; having 

! set his heart on getting a Navy. And Mr. Elton did build him (spite 

of all I could say) a Bark or two on the Caspian ; — most liopeful to the 
said Nadir Shah ; but did it come to anything ? It disgusted, it alarmed 
the Russians ; and ruined Sir Jonas, — who is returning at this period, 
prepared to render account of himself at London, in a loftily resigned 
frame of mind.* 

^The remarks of Sir Jonas upon Berlin, — for he exercises everywhere 
a sapient observation on men and things, — are of dim tumidly insig- 
nificant character, reminding us of an extinct Minerva's Owl ; and 
! reduce themselves mainly to this bit of ocular testimony. That hia 

I *• Jonas Hanway, Account oft etc. (or in brief, Travels \ London, 3 volb 

4to, 1753), ii. 183. * Arrived in Berlin,’ from the Caspian and Petersburg side, 

J ‘August I Slh, 1750 J 



pleasant business aspect, humane though imperative ; hauasome to loou 
upon, though with face perceptibly reddish* (and perhaps snuff on it, 
were you near). ' His age now thirty-eight gone ; a set appearance, as 
if already got into his forties. Complexion florid, figure muscular, 

almost tending to be plump. „ . . . , . 

listen weU through Hanway, you will find King Friedrich is an 
object of great interest, personal as well as official, and much the theme 
in Berlin society , admiration of him, pride in him, not now the audi blest 
tone, though it lies at the bottom too : Our Friedrich the Great,*’ after 
air (so Hanway intimates, though not express as to epithets or words 
used). 'The King did a beautiful thing to Lieutenant-Colonel Keith 
the other day ' (as some readers may remember) : ' to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Keith ; that poor Keith who was nailed to the gallows for him (in effigy), 
at Wesel long ago ; and got far less than he had expected. The other 
day, there had been a grand Review, part of it extending into Madam 
Knyphausen’s grounds, who is Keith’s Mother-in-law, ''Monsieur 
Keith,” said the King to him, "I am sorry we had to spoil Madam’s fine 
Shrubbery by our manceuvres : have the goodness to give her that, with 
my apologies,* — and handed him a pretty Casket with key to it, and in 
the interior 10,000 crowns. Not a shrub of Madam’s had been cut or 
injured ; but the King, you see, would count it 1,600/. of damage done, 
and here is acknowledgment for it, which please accept. Is not that a 
gracious little touch ? 

'This King is doing something at Embden, Sir Jonas fears, or trying 
to do, in the Trade-and-Navigation way; scandalous that English 
capitalists will lend money in furtherance of such destructive schemes by 
the Foreigner ! For the rest, Sir Jonas went to call on Lord Maltoa 
(Marquis of Rockingham that will be) ; an able and sober young Noble- 
man, come thus far on his Grand Tour,’ and in time for the Carrousel. 
'HU Lordship’s reception at Court here, one regretted to hoar, was 
nothing distinguished ; quite indifferent, indeed, had not the Queen- 
Mother stept-in with amendments. The Courts are not well together ; 
pity for it. My Lord and his Tutor did me the honour to return my 
visit; the rather as we all quartered in the same Inn. Amiable 
young Nobleman,’ — so distinguished since, for having had unconsciously 
an Edmund Burke, and such torrents of Parliamentary Eloquence, in 
his breechea-pocket {breeches-pocket literally ; how unknown to Hanway !) 
— ' Amiable young Nobleman, is not it one’s duty to salute, in passing 
such a one ? Though I would by no means have it over-done, and am a 
calmly independent man. 

' Sir Jonas also saw the Carrousel* (of which presently) ; 'and admired 
the great men of Berlin. Great men, all obsolete now, though then 
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to iuhuitude^ some of them : You may abuse me/* said the 
to some stranger arrived in Berlin; ^^you may abuse me^ and 
P^fliaps here and there get praise by doing it: but I advise you not to 
of Lieberkiihn** (the fashionable Doctor) ^^in any company in 
^*^lin,***i — How fashionable are men ! 

One Collini, a young Italian^ quite new in Berlin, chanced 
^'Iso to be at the Carrousel, or at the latter half of it, — 

by no means in quest of such objects just at present, 
F>oor young fellow I As he came afterwards to be Secretary 
-Amanuensis of Voltaire, and will tum-up in that capacity, 
let us read this note upon him : 

^ Signor Como Alessandro CoUini, a young Venetian gentleman of 
Boxyie family and education, but of no employment or resource, had in 
l3.t:e years been asking zealously all round among his home circle, AVhat 
I to do with myself? mere echo answering, 'VVhat, — till a Signora 
Sistor of Barberina the Dancer*s answered; ^^Try Berlin, and King 
^^^*i€lGrico il Grande there? I could give you a letter to my Sister!*' 
At which Collini grasps; gets under way for Berlin, — through wild 
Alj>irie sceneries, foreign guttural populations; and with what thoughts, 
pool* young fellow. It is a common course to take, and sometimes 
wers, sometimes not. The cynosure of vague creatures, with a sense 
f*aculty without direction. What clouds of winged migratory people 
gatliering in to Berlin, all through this Reign ! Not since Noah’s Ark a 
stranger menagerie of creatures, mostly wild. Of whom Voltaire alone 
in Our time, worth mention. 

^ Oollini gazed upon the Alpine cliasms, and shaggy ice-palaces, with 
bender memory of the Adriatic; courageously steered his way through 
blue inoffensive guttural populations; had got to Berlin, just in this 
time i been had to dinner daily by the hospitable Barberinas, young 
Cooceji always his fellow-guest, — Privately, my poor SignoriDa*s 
Ei[nsl>and !*' whispered old Mamma. Both the Barberinas were very kind 
bn Collini ; cheering him with good auguries, and offers of help- Collini 
dLoes not date with any punctuality; but the German Books will do it for 
hiim* August 25th-27th was Carrousel ; aud Collini had arrived few days 
boforc.* ^ 

^And now it is time we were at the Carrousel ourselves, — in 
BL brief transient way. 

^ Hanway, ii. 190, 203, etc. 

* Collini, Mon Sijour auprh di Voltaire (Paris, 1807), pp. 1«21. 


CHAPTER VI 

BERLIN CARROUSEL, AND VOLTAIRE VISIBLE THERE 

Readers have heard of the Place dM Carrousel at Paris ; 
and know probably that Louis xiv. held world-famous Car- 
rousel there (a.d. 1662) ; and, in general, that Carrousel has 
something to do with Tourneying, or the Shadow of Tourney- 
ing. It is, in fact, a kind of superb be-tailored running at 
the ring, instead of be-blacksraithed running at one another. 
A Second milder Edition of those Tournament sports, and 
dangerous trials of strength and dexterity, which were so 
grand a business in the Old iron Ages. Of which, in the 
form of Carrousel or otherwise, down almost to the present 
day, there have been examples, among puissant Lords ; — > 
though now it is felt to have become extremely hollow ; 
perhaps incapable of fully entertaining anybody, except chil- 
dren and their nurses on a high occasion. 

A century ago, before the volcanic explosion of so many 
things which it has since become wearisome to think of in 
this earnest world, the Tournament, emblem of an Age of 
Chivalry, which was gone, but had not yet declared itself to be 
quite gone, and even to be turned topsyturvy, had still sub- 
stance as a mummery, — not enough, I should say, to spend 
much money upon. Not much real money : except, indeed, 
the money were offered you gratis, from other parties inter- 
ested Sir Jonas kindly informs us, by insinuation, that this 
was, to a good degree, Friedrich’s case in the now Carrousel t 
‘ a thing got-up by the private efforts of different great Lords 
and Princes of the blood ; ’ each party tailoring, harnessing 
and furbishing himself and followers ; Friedrich contributing 
little but the arena and general outfit. I know not wlietlier 
even the 40,000 lamps (for it took place by night) were of 
his purchase, though that is likely ; and know only that the 
Suppers and interior Palace Entertainments would be his. 



Royal-Mummery kind in general, there has been, for graceful 
arrangement, for magnificence regardless of expense, — ^inviting 
your amiable Lord Malton, and the idlers of all Countries, 
and awakening the rapture of Gazetteers, — nothing like it 
since Louis the Grand’s time. Nothing, — except perhaps that 
Camp of Mlihlberg or Radewitz, where we once were. Done, 
this one, not at the King’s expense alone, but at other people’s 
chiefly * that is an unexpected feature, welcome if true ; and, 
except for Sir Jonas, would not have helped to explain the 
puzzle for us, as it did in the then Berlin circles. Mlihlberg, 
in my humble judgment, was worth two of this as a Mummery; 
— but the meritorious feature of Friedrich’s is, that it cost 
him very little. 

It was, say all Gazetteers and idle eyewitnesses, a highly 
splendid spectacle. By much the most effulgent exhibition 
Friedrich ever made of himself in the Expensive-Mummery 
department : and I could give in extreme detail the pheno- 
mena of it ; but, in mercy to poor readers, will not. Fancy 
the assiduous hammering and sawing on the Schloss-Platz, 
amid crowds of gay loungers, giving cheerful note of prepara- 
tion, in those latter days of August 1750. And, on 
Wednesday Night Q,5th August^ look and see, — for the due 
moments only, and vaguely enough (as in the following 
Excerpt) : 

Palace-Esplanade of Berlin^ 26th August 1750 (dusk sinking into dark): 
'Under a windy nocturnal sky, a spacious Parallelogram, enclosed for 
jousting as at Aspramont or Trebisond. Wide enough arena in the 
centre ; vast amphitheatre of wooden seats and passages, firm carpentry 
and fitted for its business, rising all round ; Audience, select though 
multitudinous, sitting decorous and garrulous, say since half-past eight. 
There is royal box on the ground-tier ; and the King in it. King, with 
Princess Amelia for the prizes : opposite to this is entrance for the 
Chevaliers, — four separate entrances, I think. Wlio come, — lo, at last ! 
— with breathings and big swells of music, as Resuscitations from the 
buried Ages. 


Carthaginians^ Greeks. Four Jousting Parties^ headed each by a Prince 
of the Blood : — with such a splendour of equipment for jewels, silver 
helmets, sashings, housings, as eye never saw. Prancing on their 
glorious battle-steeds (sham-battle, steeds not sham, but champing their 
bits as real quadrupeds with fire in their interior) : — how many in all, I 
forgot to count. Perhaps, on the average, sixty in each Quadrille, 
fifteen of them practical Ritters ; the rest mythologic winged standard- 
bearers, blackamoors, lictors, trumpeters and shining melodious 
phantasms as escort, — of this latter kind say in round numbers Two 
Hundred altogether; and of actual Ritters three-score.^ Who run at 
rings, at Turks' heads, and at other objects with death-doing lance; and 
prance and flash and career along: glorious to see and hear. Under 
proud flourishings of drums and trumpets, under bursts and breathings of 
wind-music ; under the shine of Forty-thousand Lamps, for one item* 
All Berlin and the nocturnal firmament looking on, — night rather gusty, 

which blew-out many of the lamps,” insinuates Hanway. 

^ About midnight, Beauty in the form of Princess Amelia distributes 
the prizes ; Music filling the air; and human Euge* 8 ** and the surviving 
lamps, doing their best. After which the Principalities and Ritters with- 
draw to their Palace, to their Balls and their Supper of the gods ; and all 
the world and his wife goes home again, amid various commentary from 
high and low. Jamais , Never,” murmured one high Gentleman, of 
the Impromptu kind, at the Palace Suppev-tahle, — 

* “ i/a7>iais dans Aihine ti dons Romt 
On n'eut de plus beaux jourSf ni de plus dirpit pritc 
Tai vu lejils de Mars sous Ics traits de Pdris, 

Et V^nus q^ii donnait la pommeP ’ ^ 

And Amphitheatre and Lamps lapse wholly into darkness, 
and the thing has finished, for the time being. August 2Tth, 
it was repeated by daylight : if possible, more charming than 
ever; but not to be spoken of ferther, under penalties. To 
be mildly forgotten again, every jot and tittle of it, — except 
one small insignificant iota, which, by accident, still makes it 

^ Blumenthal, Life of De Ztetken (Ziethen was in it, and gained a prize), I. 
257-263 et seq. ; Voltaire’s Letters to Niece Denis { Ixxiv. 174, 179, 198) ; 
—and two contemporary 4tos on the subject, with Drawings etc., which may well 
continue unknown to every reader. 

^ ^ Never in Athens or Rome were there braver sights or a worthier prizes I 
have seen the son of Mars’ (King Friedrich) ‘with Paris’s features, and Venus’ 
(Amelia) ‘crowning the victorious.’ CEnvres de Vcttairei xviii. 320. 



there; aiui tiuvi not o\\\y wan voutvwe again uicre, among 
the Princeu umi Priuro.sHe.s ; hut that ('ollini .mw VolUiire, 
and givca u» transient sight of him, IhankK to (.’ollini^ 
Thursday 5i7lh August 1760, was the Daylight vei*sion of 
the ('^UTousel; which ('ollini, if it were of atiy nionient, takes 
to have preinkd that of the 40,000 I^imps. yurc enough 
Collini Wits there, with eyes open : 

'Mttdftme da (^)cc«ji ‘ (»o ont^ nmy cull her, though the known aJwM U 
Hnrherlnft) * \m\ (Migftgod plACfH ; nha iiivitoil me to con\e siid sen thin 
KoHtivity. We went*; and very grand it wan. ''Die I’nlare'^h^plninule 
was changed’ hy carjjentrieH end ilraporleH * into e vent Aniphilhratre ; 
the slopes of It furniHhed wlUi hefiohen for the HprrlatorH, and et Ujo four 
cornerH of It and at the hottoin, nmgnlfirently dtM’oreled hoxea for the 
Court. ' Vest oval Ampldlheelre, the inlerij)r arena reoUiigular, with lU 
Pour Entranecii, one for each of tlie I'\Mir QimdrilleH. '’Ilm asaemhlage 
was numerous and hrlllient : ell the Court lied come from PoUdam to 
Berlin, 

'A little while before the King himNelf made appearance, there rijse 
Huddenly a murmur of admiration, and 1 heard all round me, from every- 
Imdy, the name '‘^Voltaire ! Voltaire !” l/ooking down, I saw Voltaire 
micordlngly ; among a group of great lords, wlu» were walking over the 
Arena, towards one of the (Nmrt BoxnH* He wore a modeHt crnmlenance, 
but Joy palatetl lUelf in hia eyc's : you rauiujl love glory, and ju»t feel 
gratefully the prixe ultachcd to It,* attained an here. I lost sight (»f 
him In few inHlnnla,' as he approacluul Ills Box, the place wluwe I was not 
permitting furllier view.' * 

This w<is (k)llini'H first sight of tluit grt^at nmu (f/c cr 
horniftr). With whom, thanks to Darheriua, he had, in a day 
or two, the honour of an Interview (judgment favourable, he 
could hope); and before nmtiy months, Accident also favour- 
ing, the inexpressible lionoiir of seeing himself the great man’s 
Secretary, —how far beyond hojic or aspir/ition, in Uiesc 
('arronsel days I 

Voltaire had now been liere some Seven Weeks,*- arriveil 
10th July, as we often note;— after (on his own p(u*t) a givat 
’ CVdlini, Afon .SV/Vw^, p. 21. 


ouv readers. The poor iniui havitig now Inronie a QuasU 
Widower; ])aiiirully rallying, with his wliolo atn^ngth, towanln 
new arrangcMnonts, — now was the time for iMUslrieh lo urge 
him: ‘Como to uu‘ ! Away from all that tlimtal imbroglio; 
hitlier, I say ! " To which Voltaire is not innflentive; tho\)gh 
he hesitates; cannot, in any case, come without delay; - 
lingers in Taris, readjusting tnany Uung*t« ilie poor ahip- 
wrecked being, among kind D'Argenlnls ami friends. Poor 
Lslnnacl, getting gray; and his tent in tlu* ilrwl suddenly 
carricd-oir by a bhust of wind ! 

To the legal Widower, M. le ^[Hr 4 uis, he ludnnes in mtuicv 
matters like a Wince; takes lhal Paris Domicile, in the line 
Traversiere, all to himself; institutes a new household there, 
— ^Nicce Denis to he female prtnsitlenl. NiinT Denis, widow 
without enoumhrances ; whom in her mniri^nf **tnte, wife to 
some kind of Commissariats lllieer at Lilies we !iavt‘ seen 
transiently in that City, lier Uncle lodgings with her /w he 
passed, A gadding, Haunting, unrenxonnble, would - he 
fashionable female -(a Du CinUelet wiiluml the grace or 
genius, and who nev(‘r was in love with you I) with whom 
poor Uncle had a baddisli life in time comitig. All wliich 
settled, he still lingei*H. Widt)wcd, gnnvn old and less 
adventurous! '.riiat Ilouse in llu* Jliu‘ ij nrre, once his 
and Another's, now his alo\u\ for the time being, it is pro* 
bably more like a Mausoleum than a ibnen* to him. And 
Versailles, with its sulky Trajarm, its (Vtdulbiu enhiiL, what 
charm is in Versailles ? He thinks of gtung to Italy for a 
while; has never seen lliat fine (kjunirv : tif gtiiug to Berlin 
for a wliile : of going to - 4n fact, Berlin in tdenrly tlje place 
where he will land ; hut he hesitates great I v about lifting 
anchor. Friedrich insists, in a bright, hnnteiitig, kindly 
way: ‘You were due to me a year ago; you said always, 
“So soon as the lying-in is over, I am yoiu^?* : and now, 
why don't you co\ne ? ' 

Friedrich, since they met last, has bad soirjc e^^periem cm of 


Vollaiiv, which he doi'.H not like. 'I'htor rontls, truh, one 
aduhiling UVajiin in N’eiV'aillcM, nntl growing grt‘nt by ^ hnm-H 
of the Fair'; (lie oIIut halllin|^ for his exisliMiee HfijaiuNl men 
ami tleviln, 'IVajaii ami (\nnjutny inehuln!, have lain fur 
apart. 'Dieir (’tim’spomlemr peiveplibly laiiguiNhinfii;» in con- 
Btupieuce, ami even nunoum rising on llu‘ Milijeet, Nultuin* 
wrote once : nu* n yunl of ribhoin Sire' (vtmr (h'(U'r of 

Afcnt^ Sire), ‘ lo .silence tlione vile rumours ! ' Which Frietb 
rich, on Huch iVeii^iuu! -ensy t(‘rms, hml silently declined. ' A 
ineddkfHonie, forward kind of hdhiw ; id ways gelling into 
Hcrape.s and InahhteH!’ Ihinks Frieilrich. Hut is ideally 
anxioUH, now I hut (he <’haiic<' o/!er,s again, lo have Mich a 
(.iivito for his Priest, the evident pink of Ilunnm Intellect ; 
and tries various incilmnenls upon him ; hih at last (I know 
not whether by device or by accidenl) on one which, say the 
l‘V(*ncb Hiograpbei*s, did raise \*oltaire ami set him under 
way. 

A certain IVf. Ihicnlanl d'Aniand, a conceited, bullish young 
fellow, much palnmised by Voltaire, and given to writt* verses, 
which are unknown to me, 1ms been, on Voltaire's recommend 
ing, Miilerary ('orrespomh'nl,' [o l‘Vi(*drich (Paris Hook Agent 
and the like) for some time p/ist; eorresponding mueh with 
Potmlnm, in a way found entertaining; and is now <A[nil 
1 7/50) actually going Ihilher, to hViedrich's Court, or perhaps 
has gone. At any ralts l''ri(‘drieh, by aceideni or by ile\ic<', 
— had answered some rliynu'H of this D'Arnami, ‘ \'e** ; wel- 
come, young sunrists «iuee Voltaire is ahtait to set ! ' * 1 hoju* 
it was by device; D'Anmud is such a silly fellow; too 
absurd, to reckon as morning lo unyliody's sunset. pAcept 
for his involuntary sendee, for and against, in ibis Voltaire 
Journey, hi.s name wumld not now he menlionahle at al). ' Son 
exclaimed Voltaircs springing out of bed (say tin* Hio 
gniphers), and skipping aliout indignantly in hi*, -‘hirl : ’ 1 
will .show Iluan I urn not set yet And inslatdly re.olveil 

* (/•nvrts fS ov. ' // U.ur I in mil rf 
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on the lU*rlin hxpecliiion. Wont to C oiniJU'gno, whore the 
Court tlien wa.s ; to bid bia adieus ; nay, to ask fonuallv the 
Iloyal leave,— for we are Ilisloriv^grapher and titular Clcutle- 
nuin of the ('haniher, and Kin(j;'H servant in a sense. lAiuve 
wtLS at once granted liiin, alniost huiruigly ; we hope not witli 
too much rea<iineHH ? For this in a tiekli-sh point: one is 
going to Prussia ‘on a Visit’' merely (though it may be 
longish) ; one would not have llie door of Franee Hlammed-to 
b(d\ind one 1 The tone at Court did seem a little suceinct, 
something almost of sneer in it. Put from the Pompadour 
herself (dl was friendly; mere willy, cheery graeiosilies, and 
‘ My Compliments to Iikm Majesty of Prussia,' ('omplimonts 
how answered when they came to hand : * Jt la ammm 

pcki ! ' 

In short, M. de Voltaire made all his arrangenumts ; got 
under way; piously visited Fonti'noy and the Haitledields 
in passing: and is here, sijice July 1 01 h,— in very great 
aplendour, ns we see: -on his Fiflh Visit to Friedrich. 
Fiftli ; wliicli proved Ids I^wt, and is still extremely cele- 
brated in U\e worltl. Visit much ndsuudersloml in France 
and England, down to this day, lly no meajjs sorled-oul 
into uccuracy and inlelligibilily ; hut left as (wlmt is saying 
a great deal !) probably the was test chaos of all the Sections 
of Friedriclds Ilistory. And has, alone of llnMn,gone over the 
whole world ; being withal anmsing to reaii, and iluTcfore 
well atul widely rcmeitdiered, in that meudaeious and semi” 
intelligible slate. To lay IhcHc goblins, full of noise, ignor- 
ance and mendacity, and give some true outline of the matter, 
with what brevity is consistent with deciphering it at all, is 
now our sad task,- -laborious, perhaps disgusting ; not im- 
posnible, if rtMulers will loyally assist 

Voltaire had taken every pivcuulion that this Visit should 
succeed, or at least be no loss to one of the peirtic*s. In a 
preliminary l>c*tter from Paris,- proM* and verse, one of the 
cleverest diplomatic pieces ever penned ; I Adler really worth 


loin ocjn* 

looking at, cunning a« the «ong of Apollo, Voltaire Hym- 
bolically intimalc^s: * \Vc‘ll, Sin*, your old Danae, poor 
malingering old wirtch, in coming to her .lovct It i« Jove 
she wantH, not the Shower of Jove ; neveiihclefia '™-Aud 
Friedrich (llumk UanhurVi in part, for that bit of knowledge) 
had rcmilleil him in hanl money dOO/* ‘ to pay the iolln on 
hi« road.'* Am a high gentleman w(»uld ; to have done with 
those Imne elemeubi of the huHinesM, 

Nay, fnrlhennon*, pivcisely two dnvM before those aplcn- 
doum of the ( anmiiHcl, Fritalrich, in answer to mw cunning 
croak('neH and coidrivnnre.H ('Sire, this l^dter from niy Niece, 
who in inconsolable Ihul I Hhcndcl think of staying liere;' 
wliere, (hiding uncvelf so om* in disposed to stay), 

— luvH answeml him like a King: lly tiold Key ijf (’hamher- 
lain, Cvim of the Order (»f Merit, and Pension of 20 , ()()() 
franoi (860/.) a year, conveyetl in m roytd a Ixjttcr of 
IluHinuKM i\H I Imve often mul ; melodious m Apollo, thin too, 
though all in huMines,s pro^e, and, like Apollo, practical (rod 
of the iSun. in thiw evtse.® l)att*d 28d AugUHt 1760, Thin 
Letter of Friedrich'w I fan <7 to he what Voltaire etdU, ‘ Your 
Majesty’s gracious Agreement with me,* and often ai)pealH to, 
in rtuhHe([uenl Irotihlejj. Nut quite a Notarial Piece, on Fried- 
rich’s part; hut strictly observed by him as mich. 

Four days after which, C'olliui secs Vt)llnire serenely shining 
among the Princes and PrinccHM^s of the world ; Amphitheatre 
all whispering with halwl breath, * Vollaiiv. ! Voltaire L But 
let us hear Voltaire hituself, from the interior of the Pheno- 
menon, at this its culmitmilng point r 

Vollnire Uj his Ut Peals layttXf with whom, if with 

no other, hh \h tjuitn without ia shtiwiag tlio hsd sad tlie good,-- 

* Wttijiole, i. (* (i frM(a I*riat'r^s> Aioeiia iierself')J Vullwirc to 

KrietlriPi, * nsta, J«ar 17^0* » I finlrich la VVU^lrc, * rutMiaio, a^th May 
(CAwrfrfi*// lx*»v. 15K, 

* • licrlia, 3.|d Ao^eat t7V’* (f/ wci'// »/< 255) ; •Vullalrc to 

Niece Praii, *J^ih Aojaui * (ao^j fdard iii P'Aii^calal, *aHt)j Au^^tait’ 

.iV hxtv. 1 B 5 , !»/<>). 
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twice over; the like never seen for splendour^ for* (rather copious on 
this sublimity)— ‘‘ After which we played Rome Saiivde* (my Anti- 
Crebillon masterpiece)^ ^in a pretty little Theatre^ which I have got 
constructed in the Princess Amelia’s Antechamber. I, who speak to 
you, I played Cicero* Yes; and was manager and general stage-king 
and contriver ; being expert at this, if at anything. And these beautiful 
ITieatricals had begun weeks ago, and still lasted many weeks ; ^ — with 
such divine consultings, directings, even orderings of the brilliant 
Royalties concerned. — Duvernet (probably on D’Arget’s authority) 
informs us that ^ once, in one of the inter-acts, finding the soldiers 
allowed him for Pretorian Guards not to understand their business here,' 
not here, as they did at Hohenfriedberg and elsewhere, ^Voltaire 
shrilled volcanically out to them (happily unintelligible): R — , Devil 
take it, I asked for men ; and they have sent me Germans {J*ai demande 
des hommes, et V on vi'envoie des Allemands) ! *' At which the Princesses 
were good-natured enough to burst into laughter.’ * Voltaire continues ; 

^ There is an English Ambassador here who knows Cicero’s Orations In 
Caiilinam by heart ; ’ an excellent Etonian, surely. ‘ It is not Milord 
Tyrconnel’ (blusterous Irish Jacobite, our Ambassador, note him, fat 
Valori having been recalled); no, ^it is the Envoy from England,’ 
Excellency Hanbury himself, who knows his Cicero by heart. ^He has 
sent me some fine Verses on Rome SauvSe ; he says it is my best work. 
It is a Piece appropriate for Ministerial people ; Madame la Chanceliero,’ 
Cocceji’s better half, ^is well pleased with it.’® And then’ — But 
enough. 

In Princess Amelia's Antechamber, there or in other celestial places, 
in Palace after Palace, it goes on. Gaiety succeeding gaiety; mere 
Princesses and Princes doing parts ; in Rome Sauvee^ and in masterpieces 
of V oltaire s, V oltaire himself acting Cicero and elderly characters, 
Lusignan and the like. Excellent in acting, say the witnesses ; superlative, 
for certain, as Preceptor of the art, — ^though impatient now and then. 
And wears such Jewel-ornaments (borrowed partly from a I-Iebrew, of 
whom anon), such magnificence of tasteful dress; — and walks his minuet 
among the Morning Stars. Not to mention the Suppers of the King : 
chosen circle, with the King for centre ; a radiant Friedrich flashing-out 
to right and left, till all kindles into coruscation round him ; and it is 
such a blaze of spiritual sheet-lightnings,— wonderful to think of; 
Voltaire especially electric. Never, or seldom, were seen such suppers ; 

^ Rbdenbeck, ‘ August— October ’ 1750. 

* Duvernet (Second), p. 162, — time probably 15th October. 

• CEuvreSt Ixxiv. {Letters ^ to the D’Argentals and Denis, ‘ 20th August — 23d 
September 1750 ’)i PP* 187, 219, 231, etc. etc. 


mm » iiio lor in nujironio 4>iim iu Hi) littoa with tho placo duo to 

him. ISinoIfun^MiH My« ; 

< Ami «o your Sujuomo of Idtornluro Imw ^ot into Iuh duo jdaoo nt liwt, 

• nt llio lo)) ol lljo vuirld, nuuioly ; thnuj^li, nliiH, but for inonuuitH or for 
montliH, 'riio Kin^'H own Kriond ; ho whom tho Kin^ dolif^rhtH to 
honour. Thw mont whininj^ 11110^“ In Horliu, ut Uuk luonumt. ^Mrtunlly 
ft kind of /'u/m, or Jnt<<llr{’tu«l Kutlmr of Mnnklndj' Hncom Smelfun^UH; 

irnproriHi'd for Dm uonro. 'Dm now FridoricuH MuguuH dooH u« 
tho old PijdnuH, old ( nndu« did : reroKiUMon hin Popo, in dcnpito 

of tho hftHO vulgnr; rlovnloH him nloit into wornhip, for tlio vulgar and 
for ovoryhmly I (*nn»luH Mmkhuw did that Ihriro-Halulary font* (Huhlinudy 
human, (f you Hunk of it, nud for ionf< con tu non HurroHHful moro or Iobh) ; 
U'VidrriruH Magmi«, umlor olhor omouH, umumHiMouHly dooM tho like, — 
llio Iu'nI ho i’an I I^ol tho ()pora I'iddlorn, tho hVoronn, "IVaviuioln «n<l 
DeHfonlHliio*' cif Hodom'H tihont look ami omiHidor ! ' 

Madauu* Doium, an oxpotuiive j^ay I*iuiy, Htill only in lior thlrtlon, 
improvalilo hy riUiKt'i carrio^t on |{roat work in tho Iluo 'rruvornloro ; 
jirivato tliratrioalNj auppors, IlirtationM witli Itallfin travolliiif^ MfirquiHOM ; 

DikIh Intondnnt J/Oii#<r)nunp miioli in lior way, willi liln ri^onm^* 
account hooka, and rowtrirllitn to loO IouIn )ior month ; winhoa ovon hor 
Dnclu worn hark, and oanlionw him, Not lu ludiovo in Frimlricli'n flattor- 
in^ nnctionn, or pul hU truwt in IViiu'oa nt all. Voltaire, with thu duo 
proliminuvioH, Mlmwa Frimlrirli hor ouo of her LuttorH,*- -with 

rcHuIt an no Haw ahoro, 

Formoy Miiya : ' In Iho taniival tiino, which Voltairo UHually pitHHod ut 
Derlin, in tho Palaro, people paid llioir court to him uh to a doolarod 
Kttvourito, PrincoH, Marwhalw, MininlorH of Stulo, Foreign AmlmHsadorH, 
Lordn of the hlghowt rank, alUnidod IiIn audUmoo; and wore rmudvod,' 
Hayn Formoy, nowhere froo from apito on thiH Hul»joc.t, 'in a Hndirionlly 
lofty Ktylo (haulm t «wsr A groat Prinoo Jiad tho oom- 

philKanoe to play cIionh with him ; and to lot him win Dio jiIhIoIoh tiiul 
wore Htakcd, Homelime« even tho piHlolcrt diKUjipoared btfore tho end of 
tho game/ continues Formoy, green wlUi wplto j • and reporU Uiat nud 
Mtory of tiui candlo-ondH ; hlU of wax-rnndUi, wdiicJi Hliould itavo rornuinod 
AH porqulwite to tlio valota, hut wlilch worn conflMcatod hy Voltaire, and 
«ont acriniM to Dm wftx-clmnd)or*H. Ho, clouhtlcaH, tlio Hpitofiil rumour 
ran ; proiialdy llttlo hut Hjdto uml fnhlo, llorlln ludng hitter in ilH gOHHlp. 

* Now lii.Nt, a*, mosl cjf ilirm arc; Vollairc'a Answer to it, already riled, m 
Autpe.i 1750’ (mi'.prinlcd ‘ I4lh August,* (JCtwrat Ixxiv. 1H5 ; see ib» 
Ixxv. 131;) ; King Frlrtlnclfa ptiudciil Answer (so mimificrul to Denis uml 
Vohaiic), ' Your MajrnlyS gnici«iun Agiccmeul,’ Iwrc dale ‘August 331!,’ 

^ l•|)nncy, S 0 uvtHtrSt i. 33s • ^ 3 ^* 


□Lupia inieuaiui. ropeim lanj, oi tne u^iiuitr-ouuoj 1*11.0 *» (.jnu^ no imu 
seen (twelve years before his arrival in those parts) ; and adds that 
Voltaire ^put them in his pocket/ — like one both stupid and sordid. 
AJas, the brighter your shine, the blacker la the shadow you cast, 

Friedrich, with the knowledge he already had of his yoke- 
fellow, — one of the most skittish, explosive, unruly creatures 
in harness, — cannot be counted wise to have plunged so 
heartily into such an adventure with him. ‘ An undoubted 
Courser of the Sun I ’ thought Friedrich ; — and forgot too 
much the signs of bad going he had sometimes noticed in him 
on the common highways. There is no doubt he was perfectly 
sincere and simple in all this high treatment of Voltaire. 
‘The foremost literary spirit of the world, a man to be 
honoured by me, and by all men ; the Trismegistus of Human 
Intellects, what a conquest to have made ; how cheap is a 
little money, a little patience and guidance, for such solace- 
ment and ornament to one’s barren Life I ’ He had rashly 
hoped that the dreams of his youth could hereby still be a 
little realised ; and something of the old Reinsberg Program 
become a fruitful and blessed fact. Friedrich is loyally glad 
over his Voltaire ; eager in all ways to content him, make him 
happy; and keep him here, as the Talking Bird, the Singing 
Tree and the Golden Water, of intelligent mankind ; the 
glory of one’s own Court, and the envy of the world. ‘ Will 
teach us the secret of the Muses, too ; French Muses, and 
help us in our bits of Literature I ’ This latter, too, is a 
consideration with Friedrich, as why should it not, — ^though 
by no means the sole or chief one, as the French give it out 
to be. 

On his side, Voltaire is not disloyal either ; but is nothing 
like 80 completely loyal. He has, and continued always to 
have, not unmixed with fear, a real admiration for Friedrich, 
that terrible practical Doer, with the cutting brilliancies of 
mind and character, and the irrefragable common sense ; nay 
he has even a kind of love to him, or something like it, — love 
made-up of gratitude for past favours, and lively anticipation 


of future. Voltaire is, by nature, an attached or attachable 
creature ; flinging out fond boughs to every kind of excellence, 
and especially holding firm by old ties he had made. One 
fancies in him a mixed set of emotions, direct and refiex, — 
the consciousness of safe shelter, were there nothing more ; of 
glory to oneself, derived and still derivable from this high 
man : — in fine, a sum-total of actual desire to live with King 
Friedrich, which might, surely, have almost sufficed even for 
Voltaire, in a quieter element. But the element was not 
quiet, — far from it ; nor was Voltaire easily sulficeable I 


Perpetual President Ma\ipcrtuis has a Visit Ji'ovi one Konigy 
out of Holland^ concerning the Infinitely Little 

Whether Maupertuis, in red wig with yellow bottom, saw 
these higli gaud cries of the Carrousel, the Plays in Princess 
Amelia's Antechamber, and the rest of it, I do not know : but 
if so, he was not in the top place ; nor did anybody take 
notice of him, as everybody did of Voltaire. Meanwhile, I 
have something to quote, as abridged and distilled from 
various sources, chiefly from Foriney ; which will be of much 
concernment farther on. 

Soino four weeks after those Carrousel effulgencies, Perpetual President 
Maupertuis had a visit (September 21st, just while the Sun was crossing 
the Lino ; thanks to Formey for the date, wlio keeps a Notebook, useful 
in those intricacies) : visit from Professor Konig, an effective mathe- 
matical man from the Dutch parts. Whom readers have forgotten again ; 
tliough they saw him once; in violent quarrel, about the Infinitely Litfcie, 
with Madame du Chatelet, Voltaire witnessing with pain ; — it was just as 
they quitted Cirey together, ten years ago, for these new courses of 
adventure. Do readers recall the circumstance? Maupertuis, referee in 
that quarrel, had, with a hluntness offensive to the female mind, declared 
Ktinig indisputably in the right; and there had followed a dryness 
between the divine Emilio and the Flattener of the Earth, scarcely to be 
healed by Voltaire’s i)est efforts. 

IConig has gone his road since then; become a fine solid fellow; 
Professor in a Dutch University ; more latterly Librarian to the Dutch 
Stadtliolder : still frank of speech, and with a rugged free-and-easy 
VOT« V « 


N kUII iMHinnunr, tn wmiM j^rnuu'uiv luni imuiu. now, n* 

Libroritin nt thr lliii'ot’, utol luort^ innut^y, hr Imu initilo a 

nui to Ihnlln, t hirilv t»r rtilirriy tii nrr hi« Maujtrtluja Martin, whom |u» 
Ntill rtnormloofi icrtttrluUy h!« hrat I'oiron in ohlrr tiinr«i, u{t<l a miui 
of houini jmrU, Unnifjli ralhrr i»lti*itrrooH now ami Shrn. A liltlr hit of 
HritMUiiii* huHint^t** ttl«jo hr han wnti )hm. K‘'ni>^ f» Mi tohrr ot tho Hrrlin 
Anulrtuyi fi»r ^nnr \rar« l»rti k ; aiol ihrrr i« a tlnufC hr vrouhl «joMk 
with tlio PrrprUml l’rr»til«mt upon. ' \\ auU nollhtJK rUr in Hrrlin,* 
Hnyn Konnry : ' Ijrarhjjf hy thr rtoul llmt ^touprrltli« waa not ihrrr, 
ho ha<l ttrtimlly tnrnoU homrwonln i trnrr IoHukh, oml 

cmno tun* Tho luorr thr pity, *ni prrlirt|t^ will ttppr»ir ! ‘Hr 
iirrivrd Soptrinhor ^Hth * iil' ytm will hr jiarfo uhir on fhrrwr porin^a) ; 
* rallril on ino that ‘lay, Ihuuk hulj^^rtl in iny nrin'hhotirhooti ; anti nr\l 
tiny, ftuunl Mauprrtuia at hninr ,** ami lirw into ht-^ oun^» wKani, liko a 
goml hoy huig ah^irnt. 

nut lunnv nvunth« avf'** hml, in Two Runmeiivr Haprrn, 
I think *rw'ti, I’onununir.iUnl lo ihr Ai atlrni\‘ a lh*it‘ovrt y t»f Mrtrtjthywiro 
MatliiuuMtirnl tir altoj^rlhrr MrUiphyaUMl nainrr, on liir .Motion; 

DiHi'ovrry whii h hr htt«, »tim r that, hroM|.:hl l*i roiuplrtr piu tn titut, 
lunl NtMil fttrUi to thr Ihiivrr-ir at larj^fr, in Imr »uhlnnr litllr Ihmk til 

( 'ftxttw/oiiv At'ftilriny slrivnij^ to mltninn untl hrlirvr, w llli 

it« Hrrpt*ttml l*rrniiU'nl, that thr ni»)»’o\rry waa auMnnr Iti a tlrgror ; 
Hortitnl only to thr fiatliunnK ul' thr i ami wouhl proltahly «ianil 

lliom’rfurth ai a >niIr«lonr in llir proi^irn^^ of llunMn 'riooi^^ht. * ^^'hirl 

l>lHi*uvrry, ihrn'f’ Ho not loo rurioun, rr olrr; lakr only t>f it wlmi 

Nliall ronrrrn you ! 

It 1 h wrll kimwn thrrr huvo lirrn. to thr iiirlaphy»iral hra*!, ititlirnitiri 
ulmoat inMUprrahlo aa ItJ Iltiw, in tlm .Sy^trin of Naturr, M»ttion i« 
How, in tim nnrno tif wondrrj It ran hr; ami o\rn. U'hrthrr ti i« at all; 
DinirtiltioH to ihr nirtnphy«iral h(ia<l, atirknij^ ita noar into thr gnttri 
thrro ; imt tlilllrult to my n*:olrra ami mo, who ran at all timr« wall 
aorohri Ihu room, anti irhimplmntly got o^rr thrm. Hut ntirk your noH 
inio any guttrr, rntlly, or tilijiu’t, iIub of Motion or anothrr, will 
olmtinary, ytm will rnaily tlrovm, If that hr your drlrrmiiintiou ! 
Stifftro it for uh to know- in IhU matlrr, that Mauprttuia, Intriiarl; 
walriiiiig Nalurr, lian dihrovrrrtl, 'I'liat thr kry of )irr riiigma (or a 

* loirmry, i. 170' 179, 

* In I-ft Heamufllr, /V<i ,y<t iiKi;6), pp, t**uhiBr« 

account of tins ‘ Ihni ovrry,' ami td thr grathml lOihtr ritsMU of (t iri ntiuil 

very j»rathml ; first t>f ull in ihn old Pan** limes j in ihr Hrrlm Utinly 

anti in line, lu all liir woihl, in ihi** /uju/ ( P. rrlm, Sinmnrf 0 
» 7 S 0 h 


ai9t Sept. 1750) 

least the ultimate central door, which hides all her Motional enigmas, 
the key to u,WcA cannot even be imagined as discoverable!) is, that 
‘Nature is superlatively thrifty in this affair of Motion’; that she 
employs, for every Motion done or doable, ‘ a Minimum of Action ' ; and 
that, if you well understand this, you will, at least, announce all her 
procedures m one proposition, and have found the door which leads to 
everything. Which wili be a comfort to you ; still looking vainly for the 
key, if there is still no key conceivable. 

Peipctual President Maupertuis, having surprised Nature in this 
manner, read Papers upon it to an Academy listening with upturned 
eyes ; new Papers, perfected out of old, — for he has long been hatching 
these Phoeuix-eggs ; and has sent them out complete, quite lately, in a 
little Book called Cosmologies where alone I have had the questionable 
benefit of reading them. Grandly brief, as if coming from Delphi, the 
utterance is ; loftily solemn, elaborately modest, abstruse to the now 
human mind ; but intelligible, had it only been worth understanding : — • 
a painful little Book, that Cosmologies as the Perpetual President’s 
generally are. 'Minimum of Action, Loi (TEpargnes of Thrift,’ he 
calls this sublime Discovery thinks it will be sovereign in Natural 
Theology as well: 'For how could Nature be a Save-all, without 
Designer present?’ — and speaks, of course, among other technical points, 
about ' Vis Viva, or Velocity multiplied by the Square of the Time ’ ; 
which two points, ^ Loi d'Epargnes and that 'the Vis Fiua is always a 
Minimum,’ the reader can take along with him ; I will permit him to 
shake the others into Limbo again, as forgettable by human nature at 
this epoch and henceforth. 

In La Beaumelle’s Vie de Maupartuis (printed at last, Paris 1856, after 
lying nearly a century in manuscript, an obtuse worthless leaden little 
Book), there is much loud droning and detailing, about this Cosmologie, 
this sublime 'Discovery,’ and the other sublime Discoveries, Insights 
and Apocalyptic Utterances of Maupertuis ; though in so confused a 
fashion, it is seldom you can have the poor pleasure of learning exactly 
when, or except by your own severe scrutiny, exactly what. For reasons 
that will appear, certain of those Apocalyptic Utterances by Perpetual 
President Maupertuis have since got a new interest, and one has actually 
a kind of wish to read the ipsissima verba of them, at this date 1 But in 
La Beaumelle (his modern Editor lying fast asleep throughout) there is 
no vestige of help. Nay,Maupertuis’s own Book,^ luxurious cream-paper 
Quartos, or Octavos made four-square by margin, — which you buy for 
these aud the cognate objects, — proves altogether worthless to you. The 
Maupertuis Quartos are not readable for their own sake (solemnly 
emphatic statement of what you already know ; concentrated struggle 


^ CEuvns de l^IaupertuUs Lyon, 1756 , 4 voll. 4 to, 


to get on wing, and failure by so narrow a tniss ; struggle which gets 
only on tiptoe, and won’t cease wriggling and dapping*) ; and then (to 
your horror) they prove to be carefully cleaned of all the Maupertuis- 
Voltaire matter edition being subsequent to that world-famous explosion ! 
Caveat emptor, — Our Excerpt proceeds : 

^Industrious Konig, like other mathematical people, lias been listening 
to these Oracles on the Law of Minimum^” by the Pei’petual President; 
and grieves to find, after study, That said Law does not quite hold ; that 
in fact it is, like Descartes’s old key or general door, worth little or 
nothing; as Leibnitz long ago seems to have transiently recognised. 
Konig has put his strictures on paper ; but ;rill not dream of publishing, 
till the Perpetual President have examined them and satisfied liimsclf ; — 
and that is Konig’ s business at present, as he knocks on Maupertuis, 
while Sol is crossing the Line. Maupertuis has a House of the due stylo ; 
IVife a daughter of Minister Borck’s (high Borck’s, ^^old as the 
DiuveV') ; no children ; — his hack courts always a good deal dirty with 
pelicans, bustards, perhaps snakes and other zoological wretches, which 
sometimes intrude into the drawing-rooms, otherwise very fine. A 
man of some whims, some habits; arbitrary by nature, but really 
honest, thougli rather sublimish in his interior, with red wig and yellow 
bottom. 

^ Konig, all filial gladness, is received gladly though, hy degrees, 
with some surprise, on the paternal part, to find Konig ripened out 
of son, client and pupil, into independent posture of a grown man. 
Frankly certain enough about himself, and about the axioms of mathe- 
matics. Standing, evidently, on his own legs ; kindly as ever, but on 
these new terms, — in fact rather an out-spoken free-and-easy fellow 
(I should guess), not thinking that offence can be taken among friends. 
Formey confesses, this was uncomfortable to Maupertuis ; in fact, a 
shock which he could not recover from. They had various meetings, over 
dinner and otherwise, at the Perpetual President’s, for perhaps two 
weeks at this time (dates all to be had in Formey’s Notebook, if anybody 
would consult); in the whole course of which the shock to the Perpetual 
President increased, instead of diminishing. Republican freedom and 
equality is evidently Konig’s method ; Konig heeds not a whit the 
oracular talent or majestic position of Maupertuis ; argues with tho 
frankest logic, when he feels dissent ; — drives a majestic Perpetual 
President, especially in tlie presence of third parties, much out ot 
patience. Thus, one evening, replying to some argument of tho Per- 
petual President s, he begins : My poor friend, Mort pauvre ami, don’t 
you perceive, then Upon which Maupertuis sprang from his cliaii*, 
violently stamping, and pirouetted round the room, Poor friend, poor 
friend? are you so rich, then !” frank Konig merely grinning till the 
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paroxysm passed.^ Konig weuthome again^ re in/ectd^ about the end of 
the month/ 

Such a Konig — had better not have come ! As to his 
strictures on the Lazo o/* Thri/l, the arguings on them, alone 
together, or with friends by, merely set Maupertuis pirouetting : 
and as to the Konig Manuscripts on them, < to be published 
in the Leipzig Acta^ after your remarks and permission,’ 
Maupertuis absolutely refused to look at said Manuscripts; 
‘ Publish them there, here, everywhere, in the Devil and his 
Grandmother’s name ; and then there is an end. Monsieur 1 ’ 
Konig went his ways therefore, finding nothing else for it ; 
published his strictures, in the Leipzig Acta in March next, — 
and never saw Maupertuis again, for one result, out of several 
that followed ! I have no doubt he was out to Voltaire, more 
than once, in this fortnight ; and eat ^ the King’s roast ’ 
pleasantly with that eminent old friend. Voltaire always 
thought him a bon garf07i (justly, by all the evidence I have) ; 
and finds his talk agreeable, and his Berlin news, — especially 
that of Maupertuis and his explosive pirouettings. Adieu, 
Herr Professor ; you know not, with your Leipzig Acta and 
Fragmeiit of Leibnitz, what an explosion you are preparing ! 


CHAPTER VII 

M. BE VOIiTAIRE HAS A PAINFUL JEW- LAWSUIT 

Voltaire’s Terrestrial Paradise at Berlin did not long 
continue perfect. Scarcely had that grand Carrousel vanished 
in the azure firmaments, when little clouds began rising in its 
stead ; and before long, black thunderstorms of a very strange 
and even dangerous character. 

It must have been a painful surprise to Friedrich to hear 
from his Voltaire, some few weeks after those munificences, 
That he, Voltaire, was in very considerable distress of mind, 
^ Formey, i. 177 . 


fn>iu tlu* hml, nai t,<» \ M it nu* irntuiinri hum traihirmii, nm- 
iliU'i uf M. D'Arutuul, nuir l'iHHhirh’'i '<liiH‘ing huru iiml 
* Mui ' fur VMlt^uir’n lii huuf, now tt lhuinliu|i 

TO'iittui*, vviUiiMii ^i^^nituamr to tir niivbtHlv! H'hiii 

D'Ariuuul luul ihuu* thi^ ninl dtau- that, tif nii Aiili \"oUiiiriun 
tmtnonuUH jiatiirr ; uud that, in lilV wn^ itnjUJSNihli* h 

tlu* iiri|>hhuur!uHHi of ’^urh n D’Amatul ! * l)‘Anuuul Imj 

runupttHl my fink (Primv Hnui luui^'riing in vnin ftir Lt 
Pmrlki lm.*» gut »»ight t>f it* iu thin w,hv);* U’Armuul lui 
lunm guviijMug to Kivroit mul I hr VM Vi NrwMpujHn“< ; D'AnmiK 
Im** ‘ ^ IIitH, in rfh‘i t, Ink'll a tliumting fuol ; of din 

solnlt*, i^nurirnt, -HliglUtv prnlligalr tout ; tivrn^titmullv hrl]iin| 
in thr 'rlirutiiral*!, uiul luiu h •»tmiiiun» tcj umkr hiniMdf nut 
anti U'lrfnl to thr l’rinn*l\ kind. A l)\\rnand of nrnrl 
no Nignitifaurr, to l’*iirth irti or to an\luKly. A D'Animv 
wlmsr hit*! of loiihnif’H ami ^tnitting^H ahinil, in Ihr praroo 
t>r jarkilaw way, might .*tnrrlv haw* ta*rn hrlou tlir notirr ( 
a ! 

I’VinUirh, painfully madr M-muhlr nhat a ?»kiulrHi r\plo‘4i\ 
'TrisurngiNtUH ht* tun got cm hand, amount, I ?»uppOii% i 
wordn litth* or nuttiing, in 1 td)*.rr\r, an‘iWfi-»i nlm 

lutrly nothing, to Wsllairt' rrprating and vr irpral ing ; 
dovM himply DWrnaud (a * i/ioA/r,' an Voltnirr, t 

impartial prophs ralU him), or arrrpt I )*Ainaml\ tti‘mi'»‘iioi 
and out thr poor had adrift, Who ^idli* * out into inlinil 
Hpan*, to Paris hdtrrly (* ali\i- tlmf in iHOo*); and rlaiii 
hrnrcforlh pt'rpidmd oldivion from in and mankind. An 
now lluuv will hr pran* in our ganlrn td’ thr gmls, an 
prrprlnal a/urn will n*tmu?‘ 

Alioi, IVArnaml is not wall gone*, svhrn tlu-n* han hrgi 
hnuving in ilinsd’oltl hfaurry a masn of galvanir mat tor, whir 

* C'lerk WMS tliutuS’irii (mhc 'i'lunii, tta irruturr), iii 

Colh'tn' unpMinlnl ia hin 

* VnUuirc lo Knc‘ln*li Je A/r.///a, xxil J157), uiuUicd, * N«»vciul 

1750.' 
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in few \vtH‘ks nu)in\ lilhnl tin* Ifm^rns with inirm*uu>u*i foul 
gM.st*,M nnd tin* hhu'kiu'HH of \vhirh, in ^hurt, r\ 

pUulod about Now u*ar'H tinn*, an thr wmld famcuiH Jn/Zoiir- 
Jlirsch Ijnvsuii^ nlill nnmnnbrml, tluui^li (udv a>* a [uutiuit 
and inVNlory, by obwvnnt (niliajKrr*^. Of whit'h it now iiur 
Mud duly to Miy .Honirlhiuf( ; tlHUip^h novUt»*i'o, in the AuuaK tjf 
Jurinprudonro, in tht*ro a moiv drHpindjlo ttung, or a tlt rjHT 
iuvoIvtHl in lin?« and tlidintinn* by runvtit ivpca I rp» tif it, rduiut 
which the Mine miiul can In* adhnl uptni mvidrnlnlly to 
H|)cak a wtntl. Hfuten, riddlnl, inhoN idled, wn^shed in nutnv 
waiern, by a patient lluuigh di^|<inde<{ thrdrrr'ejia in thi*i 
field, I here lies by me a i-opinus but wriu isniue Nai catiu' 
of thih nmller ; the nuue vivUi pniiious of uluih, if 
rightly diHengngtal, atul slunvn in setjueiiee, may Mdisfv tlie 
(‘tirioua. 

Duxernel (wlu)> I can gues^, luul lalketl with l)'Argei m\ 
the rtubjeel) IniH, alone of the Invnch lliugiapheis, mtuw 
glinnner of knowletlge ai)out it; Ditvrcnet ruhiul^ that it was 
a thing of Illegal Storkjohhing ; that 

I". *')’hnt M. tU Vnltnlrrt Imd vnUi » Jew tmiur'il HuaOi t<i 

ao to Dresden lUul, illei^jtiUy, purt hnsr M K<eid let nf S Armr ‘ 

J'Aidieijuer wliieli nre |J4)ttlde In gidd te » UunU ft ir> i^fuisutn 

holding Ihein, hut wre nundi ui dunmnl ia)ierwi«ej es rreilnr® nmy 
romemher) ; 'wnd gjveft Jilrseh Druft nu I’ttria, due «Uer fenme wirrho, 
for jmyn\ent nf tlie Maine ; tUrweh leaving him a aturk id jewriU in idnlge 
till llm 4*^Mia<rMVe^efne tliemMelves rmne lu hand. 

T, *nii»t Hlmrh, having tlung« of hm nwn in view with tlie immey, 
Hont no Stturr •^rhrlnn from Dresden, imltnng hul vwgne lying Ulk 
InMloml of »o that V'oltair«'» «UM|iieiMnM tmtnraUy kindling, he 

Hto}>|HMl jmyment nf the DurU Draft, and ordered Uiraeh to roiuw home 
fit once. 

'Thnl IlirMidi rondng, » Mettlenmiit wea tried : ^'(iive me hark rny 
Drufl on PariN, you tdijeetionahln idnrklfead of a Uirarli ; tlnnn ere ) »rut 
DiuinondH, there in Momelhing even for your evpenai’M (Rimie faif nouet), 
I think); ami let me never nee your unj»lrat»ant fare again I *' I'n whnh 
Illmdt, exarninlffg tlie dtamonrU. annwerrd * ((mis Dnv einet, md nuh 
lUinliaily inrorrei't hilliertu, llmugh »te|i|uug along in total ilarkiieBa, and 
t'ary partial on Vultaire*« imludl), ' Ilirarli, e^amnnng the diainuhtti)^ 
iiiMwered, ** Hul you liavo idian^etl numr id them ! I raniml f ike Dirs© |** 


— aud drove Voltiiire quite to despair, and into the Law-Coui*tB ; wliieh 
imprisoned Hirscli, and made him do justieo/ ^ 

In which last clause, still more in the conclusion, that it 
was ^to the triumph of Voltaire,' Duvernet does substantially 
mistake ! And indeed, except os the best Tarisiau redox of 
this matter, his Account is worth nothing : — though it may 
serve as Introduction to the following irrefragable Documents 
aud more explicit featuring^. We learn from him, and it is 
the one thing we learn of credible, That ‘^Voltaire, when it 
came to Law-Procedures, begged Maupertuis to s[)eak for him 
to M. Jarriges,^ a Prussian IVenchman, ‘one of the JiulgCH; 
and that Maupertuis answered, “ I cannot interfere in a bad 
business {me mCler cVuiic mauveme a//ab7?)," ' Tlio other 
French Biographies, definable as ‘ Igiior-amiu^ spealving in 
a loud voice to Igmor-atie^ retpiire to ho altogether swept 
aside in this matter. Even ‘Clog.' jumbling Voltaire's un- 
dated Loiters into confusion thrice-confounded, and droning- 
out vituperatively in the dark, becomes a minm (luantity in 
these Friedrich aflairs. In regard to the Hirsch Proct‘HS, our 
one irrefragable set of evidences is : The Prussian Law-licport 
by Kleiriy — especially the Ducimients produced in Court, and 
the Sentence given.^ Other lights are to be gathered, with 
severe scrutiny and caution, from the circuimimhicnb contem- 
porary rumour, — especially from the Preface to a ‘ Comedy ' 
so-called of ^ Tantale on Prods (Tantalus,’ Voltaire, <at 
Law'); — which Preface is evidently Ilirsch's own Story, put 
into language for him by some humane friend, and addn’SHCil 
to a ‘clear-seeing Public.'® ‘And in lino,' says my Mann- 

^ Duvernet ( 1 . J. D. V.), — vague utterly} clntcless (tries one 

date, and is mlslalccn even in the Year); wrong in nearly every detail ; * the 
St air 6 or Siezier was a Bank)' etc. etc. 

® Ernst Ferdinand Klein, AnnaUn der G&setzffebunff uuU Rechtsg€khr$amkcii 
in den Freussischen Staaten (Berlin und Stettin, 1 790), v. 215-260. 

* Tantale en Proch (ascribed to Friedrich himself, by some wonderful per- 
sons 1) is in SuppUment aux CEuvres Posthxmes de Fridiric II. (Cologne, 17S9), 
i. 319 et sqq. Among the weakest of Comedies (might be by D’Anmiul, or 
some such hand); nothing in it worth reading except the Preface, 
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script, ^by sweeping-out the distinctly false, and well dis- 
criminating the indubitable from what is still in part 
dubitable, sufficient twilight'* (abridgeable in a high degi’ee, 

I hope 1) ‘ rises over the Affair, to render it visible in all its 
main features.'* 

The Voltaire- Hirsch Transaction: Part /. Origin of Lawsuit 
(10th November — ^5th December 1750) 

'Saxon Steuer-Scheirij some readers know, is, in the rough, equivalent 
to Exchequer Bill. Payable at the Saxon Treasury ; to Prussians, in 
gold ; to all other men, in paper only, — which (thanks to Bruhl and his 
unheard-of expenditures and financierings) is now at a discount say of 
25, or even 30 per cent. By Article Eleventh of the Dresden Treaty of 
Peace, King Friedrich, if our readers have not forgotten, got stipulated. 
That all Prussian holders of these Scheme should be paid in gold ; 
interest at the due days ; and at the due days principal itself : — in gold 
they, whatever became of others. No farther specifications, as to proof, 
method, limits or conditions of any kind, occur in regard to this 
Eleventh Article ; which is a just one, beyond doubt, but most care- 
lessly drawn-up. Apparently it trusts altogether to the personal honesty 
of all Prussian subjects: "Prove yourself a Prussian subject, and we 
pay your Steuer-Schein in real money/’ But now if a Saxon or other 
Non-Prussian, who can get no payment save in paper, were to have his 
Note smuggled or trafficked over into Prussia, and presented as a 
Prussian one.'^ In our time, such traffic would start on the morrow 
morning ; and in a week or two, all Notes whatsoever would be pre- 
sented as Prussian, payable in gold I Not so in those days ; — though a 
small contraband of that kind does by degrees threaten to establish 
itself, and Friedrich had to publish severe rescripts (one before this 
Hirsch-Voltaire business,^ one still severer after), and menace it down 
again. The malpractice seems to have proved menaceable in that 
manner ; nor was any new arrangement made upon it, — no change, till 
the Steuer-Scheine, by their gradual terms, were all paid either in real 
money or imaginary, and thus, in the course of years, the thing burnt to 
the socket, and went out/ 

Voltaire’s rash Adventure, dangerous Navigation and gradual \V’’reck, 
in this Forbulden Sea of Steuer-Schciiie,— will become conceivable to 
readers, on study diligent enough of the following Documents and 
select Details : 


1 roth August X748 (Seyfarth, . 5 a), 


Je prie instamment moimeur hcrxeh de vcnir dcmahi mardi d 

poiadam pour ({(faire ptfmnde, et d'aporiar (hio) at't'o itty ies duwumtit qui 
doivent servtr pour la repremitatlon de la tragedie qui se jotter a a ci«9 
heureB de soir ohev S» A, R, Afo7)9eigneur k Prinm heiit'i* 

Ce lundy A vUdy, Voi»taihi^'* 

Whicli being* interpreted, rightly Hpolt, and dated (as by chance wo cau 
do) with diatinctneBB, will run as follows in English : 

“Potsdam, Monday, Dth Novoinber 17C10, 

1 earnestly request Mr. Hirsch to come tomorrow Tuesday morning 
to Potsdam, on business that is urgent ; and to bring with him the 
Diamonds needed for the Tragedy which is to bo represoutod, at dve in 
the evening, iu His Royal lUgluieHs Prince Ueury’s Apartment'’ * 

‘On Tuesday the lOth,’ say the Old Newspapers, ^wau ; 

-with Voltaire, perceptible there iis ^Oicllron/^ in due Hplemiour of 
diamonds ; Hirsch having no doubt boon punctual. A glorious enough 
Cicero; — and such a piece of 'urgent business ’ done with your lUraeh, 
just before emerging on the stage ! 

'Hirsch, in that Narrative, describes himself as a young Innocent 
creature. Not very old, wo will believe : but as to iunoconoo I -'For 
certain, he is named Abraham IIix*schj or Plirschol : a Jlorlin Jew of the 
Period ; whom one inclines to figure as a florid oily man, of Homillo 
features, in the prime of life ; who deals much in jewels, moneys, lonn»j 
exchanges, all kinds of Jew barter; whether absolutely in old clotluNa, 
we do not know,— certainly not unless there is a penny to bo turuod. 
The man is of oily Semitic typo, not old in years, — thoro is a fralonml 
Hirsch, and also a paternal, who is head of the firm ; — and this young 
one seems to bo already old in Jew art. Speaks French and other 
dialects, in a Hebrew, partially intelligible manner; supjiHoB Voltaire 
with diamonds for his stage “drosses, as wo perceive. To all ajipoaraiice* 
nearly destitute of human intellect, but with abundance of vulpine 
instead. Very cunning ; stupid, seemingly, ns a mule otherwise ; — and, 
on the whole, resembling in various points of character a mule put into 
breeches, and made acquainted with the uses of money. He Is corno 
"on pressing business,’’ — perhaps not of stage-diamonds alone? Hero 
now is Document Second ; nearly of the same date ; may bo of the very 
same; -more likely is a few days later, and betokonfl my«torioua 
dialogue and consultation held on Tuesday lOth. It is in two liandd ; 
written on some scrap or fom bit of paper, to judge by the length of 
the lines. 


^ Klein, Y. a6o. 


^ Rodenlicck, i. ao 9 . 
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Document Second 

In Voltaire's hand, this part; 

**Savoir 

s'U €St encore terns de 
declarer les hillets gw* on 
a sur la steure. 
si on en specific It ntmero 
dans la declaration.^^ 

[q Himh's hand, this part : 

“ ffon peut declarer des billets 
sur la stewre, gw*on a en deposi 
£71 paps eirmQery et dont on 
neponrra savoir le numero qut 
dcmt quinze jov/rs ou (rois 
Semaines.^^ ^ 

‘ Which of these Two was the Serpent, which the Eve, in this Steuer- 
Schein Tree of Knowledge, that grew in the middle of Paradise, remains 
entirely uncertain. Hirsch, of course, says it was Voltaire ; Voltaire 
(not aware that Document Second remained in existence) had denied that 
his Hirsch business was in any way concerned with Steuer and must 
have been a good deal struck, when Document Second came to light; 
though what could he do but still deny ! Hirsch asserts himself to have 
objected the illegality, the King’s anger” ; hut that Voltaire answered 
in hints about his favour with the King ; about his power to make one 
a Court-Jeweller,” if he liked ; and so at last tempted the baby innocence 
of Hirsch ; — for the rest, admits that the Steuer-Notes were expected to 
yield a Profit of 35 per cent : — and, in fact, a dramatic reader can imagine 
to himself dialogue enough, at different times, going on, partly by words, 
partly by hint, innuendo and dumb-show, between this Pair of Stage- 
Beauties. But for near a fortnight after Document there is nothing 
dated, or that can be clearly believed, — till, 

^ Mondap 23d November 1750. It is credibly certain the Jew Hirsch 
came again, this day, to the Royal Schloss of Potsdam, to Voltaire’s 
apartment there' (right over head of King Friedrich's, it is !) — ^ where, 
after such dialogue as can be guessed at, there was handed to Hirsch by 
Voltaire, in the form of Two negotiable Bills, a sum of about 2,250/. ; 
with which the Jew is to make at once for Dresden, and buy Steuer- 
Scheine.® Steuer-Scheine without fail : but in talking or corresponding 


“If it is still time to declare ” (to an- 
nounce in Saxony and demand payment 
for) “Notes one holds on the Steuer ? If 
one is to specify the No. in the Decla- 
ration?” 


“ One can declare Notes on the Steuer, 
which one holds in deposit in Foreign 
Ooimtries ; and of which one cannot 
state the No. till after a fortnight or 
three weeks.” 
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[loth Nov.“25th Dec. 1750 

80 obliging a Jeweller, to buy Furs or Diamonds ’* with ? At a gain 
of 35 per 100 Pieces, there will be above 800/. to me, after all expenses 
cleared : a very pretty stroke of business doable in few days 1' — 

^Monday 23 d November : ’ The beautiful Wilholmina, one remarks, 
is just making her packages ; right sad to end such a Visit as this had 
been ! 'Piiursday night, from her first sleeping-place, there is a touching 
Farewell to her Brother ; — tender, melodiously sorrowful, as the Song of 
the Swan.i To Voltaire she was always good ; always liked Voltaire. 
Voltaire would be saying his Adieus, in state, among the others, to that 
high Being,— just in the hours while such a scandalous Plirsch-Concoctiou 
went on underground ! 

^Asto the Two Bills and Voltaire's security for them, readers are to 
note as follows. Bill Fio'st is a Draft on Voltaire's Paris Banker for 
40,000 livres (about 1,000/.), not payable for some weeks : ^^This I lend 
you. Monsieur Hirsch ; mind, lend you, — to buy Furs ! " Yes, truly, 
what we call Furs ; — and before the Bill falls payable, there will be 
effects for it in Monseigueur de Voltaire’s hand ; which is security 
enough for Monseigneur.'" The Second BUI, again ' — Truth is, there were 
in succession two Second Bills, an Jn/cnd^d-Second (of this same Monday 
23d)j which did not quite suit, and an ^ciunZ-Secoiid (two days later), 
which did. /nfended-Second Bill was one for 4,000 thalers (about GOO/.), 
drawn by Voltaire on the Sieur Ephraim, — a very famous Jew of Berlin 
now and hencefoii;h, with whom as moneychanger, if not yet otherwise 
(which perhaps Ephraim thinks unlucky), Voltaire, it would seem, is iu 
frequent communication. This Bill, Ephraim would not accept; told 
Hirsch he owed M. de Voltaire nothing; ^turned me rudely away,' says 
Hirsch (two of a trade, and no friends, he and 1 1) — so that tliore is 
nothing to be said of this Ephraim Bill ; and, except as it elucidates 
some dark portions of the whirlpools, need not have been noticed at all. 
^Hirscli,' continues my authority, 'got only Two available Bills; the 
first on Paris for 1,600/., payable in some weeks ; and, after a day or two, 
tins other : The Actual Bill Second ; which is a Draft for 4,480 thalers 
(about G50/.), by old Father Hirsch, head of the Firm, on Voltaire him- 
self:—" Furs too with that. Monsieur Hirsch, at the rate of 35 per piece, 
you understand.^” "Yea, truly, Monseigueur ! ” — Draft accepted by 
Voltaire, and the cash for it now handed to Hirsch Son : the only 
absolutely ready money lie has yet got towards the affair. 

'For these Two Bills, especially for this Second, I perceive, Voltaire 
holds borrowed jewels (borrowed in tlieatrical times, or partly bought, 
from the Hirsch Firm, and not paid for), which make him sure till he 
see the Steuer Papers themselves.—" And now off, my good Sieur Hirsch ; 

Wilhelmina to Friedrich, 'Brletzeu, 26th Jour funesU pour moi* 

{^CEuvrts de Fridiric^ xxvii. i. 197), 



uiiii kiHiw llmt it you ploasu luoy Uumo aro — things in iny power wliioli 
would Huit a juan in tlio Jcwollt'r and Ilobrow linoT* Ilirncdi j)UHliefi 
liomo to Hinlin ; prlnu'd and loaded in this inannorj Vcdtairo naturally 
nnxiouH onon^h that Lho nhot may lut. Alan, the kIioI will not oven go- 
off^ for Htnue lime : \u\ ill omen ! 

Ninrmhri'y UirKcht wo hear, ia still in Jlorluu Fancy 
the Inmiour of VoUairo» aflor surli a week uh last I Tumlo}/ Dccombor 
Iht, nirseli Htill 1 h iu)t(dr: ^^Ciloj you son of Amalok F' ur^cs Voltaire; 
and h(mu1h hia i^orvauL IMrard, a very Hharp Adlow^ for j)oi'ha|)a the tliird 
time, wlu> has ()rderH now, as Hirsch discovers, to stay with hiiUj not 
quit sigbL (»f him till ho do goA Hlrscb's hour of dopurturo for Dresden 
is not joonlioned in llu^ Acta ; but I guess ho could hardly got over 
\\'edno«day, with Fleard dogging him on theso torms ; and must have 
taken the diligeneo on ^\*(ulneHduy night; to arrive in Dresden about 
Deeemher dlh. AVell ; at least, {)ur shot is oiT ; has not hurst^out, and 
lodged in our ))evHon here,- thanked ho all lho gods I ’ 

* ()il\ sure (Miough : and what should wo say if tins whole matter wore 
already ooy.ing out; if, on lliis same iSumlay tsveiiing November 20tb, 
md. »iuile a week’s time yet, the matter (as we learn long afterwards) bad 
been prlvnlely whispeiMMl to Ins Majesty; ^'riiat Voltairo Ims Hont-oH' a 
Jew lo buy ♦Stmter«Selieim', and has promised to got him made Court- 
dowoller !'^ So; within a week, and befcjre llivKoh is ovou gono ! For 
men an^ very pcn'otis ; widglily Hju’.rels oozing out of them, like quicik- 
silver through elay jars. I could gucHs, llirstdi, by svay of galling 
insolent F]du*aim, bad blalibed Hometbing: and in tbo (umrso of five 
days, it has got to tlio very King, Ibis Kammorliorr Voltaire being Huch 
n favourite and fanu)t>H man ns j\over was ; the very buirs-oyoof all klndH 
of Itorliu gemnij) in Uieso days. ''Ilm, Steuer-Sclieino, and tbo Jew 
llirstdi to bi^ (’oiirt-Jewidler, you say?" lliinks tbo King, tliat Sunday 
niglit; but locks tlie rumour in liis Iloyal mind, ho, for his j^art ; or 
dlHrniHHOH it ns Incrediblt^: ^'’Diero oiiglil; t(» bo imporvioiis vesHols too, 
among the porous!** Voltaire noticoH iiolhing particular, or nothing 
that im H)>eakrt of as )>artlcular. *rhirt must have been a horrid wook to 
him, till Hirscli got away.* IlirHch is away (December 2d); in Dresden, 
safe eiumgb ; but - 

Mint (be forlnigljt that hjIhurH Is coiiceiv/ible as still worse. IJirscli 
writing darkly, nothing to tln^ purpose ; Voltaire driving often into 
Merlin, hearing from Kphraim hints about, ^'No connexion with that 
Houho;** ** If Monsoigneur have intrusted nirsch with money, — may 
there he a good u(uumnt of it I ” and the like. Mlack (‘are devouring 

* Narmvivc. ; see. \h)U;\irc’s I.cUcv lu D’Avgel {(/Cmjres, Ixiv. ii). 

* Votiaiir, Ixxiv. 314 (* r.ctter to Fricddcti, Fclmuiry 1751,’— 

Cutasliopbc). 


Moiisoif^nour ; but nothiuK ilofuiito ; tltu inrt Itu* Thut 

Hirscli does not sond or bring the HiniiHoHt Hbrnlnw of Srboino/ • 

^^PoUricH/' or DianioiulH," wo mean, nr nny value wlmti'vor for that 
Paris JJill of ourn^ |)nynl)lo sliortly, und whieh ho Imn already got eauliod 
in Drondon. Nothing but oxouhoh, ))ri^variealii>nM ; stupid, ineohorontly 
deooptivo Jftrg<;n, as of a mulo intent on playing fox vvit)i you. Vivid 
CorroHpondonco Ih eoncoivftblo ; but uotliing of It dorinite to uh, except 
this sample * (which wo give trauHlated) ; 

Booiment Thml {imx fraction in \’(ill«iro*a hand; ‘In llirHcl^, douhU 
less; early in Decombor). ^ ^ f'N’cjt proper {.if m' jUfhtH ints) to 
uegotiato PIIIh of Exchange, and never iirodnee tv single diamond ** bit 
of peltry, or ware of any kind, you son of Anmlek i ** Not proper to toty : 
1 have got money for your bills of exel>Hnge, and I bring you nothing 
back ; and I will repay your money when you shall no longer be here"' 
(in Germany at all). ^'Not proper to prondse at lotiis, and then »ay 

30. To say 30, and then next morning Vtm should ai least have 

produced goods {U Jallml cn i/onarr) ut the price current; very easy to 
do when one was on the spot All yonr procedureti have been fnMlU 
hitherto." * 

^TluiHO are dreadful Hymptoms. Sleum -Note *, pr»>mised at t\i^ ili«*counl, 
are not to be had exco))l at 30, Sny do ll»en. anrl gel done with it, mule 

of a scoundrel ! Next day llie 30 sink^i to ; and not » .Sttmer Ntde, 

on any tonus, (uunos to Imiid. And lh<^ nnile ol » scoumlre) Imx drawn 
money, in Dresden yonder, for my Hill on Paris, excellent to him fur 
trade of Ins own ! >Vljafc is to be /lone vx iih sucIj an Aas of jlalaam ? IJe 
lias got the bit in his teeth, it would Heu\ eiis, he too is capable 

of stopping short;, careless of spur and nnigel ; and loiraculounly wpeitking 
to anau> Prophet' (strange new ^ Reveal <'r of the I,urtr*» VVill,* in nujderu 
dialect), ^lii this erillgliUmed Eightetmth (Vnlury ttiie thing the 

now Prophet can do: protest Ins Paris Dill. 

^ Dccmhor* 12M' (otir next Int of certainty), * Vtdtaire writer, Iia»»te, 
haste, to Paris, 'M)on’t pay" ; and intinmte*! in llir«ch, Vuu vGlI lm \0 
to return yonr Dresden lianlau* his money fur limt Raria Rill, ,\i Paris 
I have protested It, mark me; and ther«» it never wilt he paid lu him tir 
you. And you must come home again instantly, pdi tindnne, lies iml 
untold, you — I" Illrsch, witli moin^y in hand, appear** nut to have 
wanted for a brisklsli trade (jf his own in llie Dresden marl«. Rut this 
of cutting-off his HUjiplles brings him instatRly hack:' and at Rerlin, 
Dci'.cmbar l(k/j, new facts emerge again af a delinile imlure. 

nVednenday Decmbt^r l^fdh ** 'I’uday the King with (‘uurt and 
Voltaire come to Hcrlin for Dm Carnival today aUu Voltaire, not iti 

* Klein, V, 259 . 
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Inniivnl liiunour, lins nppoiiilod his Jow to moot him. In the Uoynl 
'nl«co itMi'lf,- • « o h(i|io, woll rpinolo from I'Vic.dricli’s Aimrtnicnl !— this 
orditl conlVronop, mM'diiiK ono’s e.hoiroHt (lii)loiimoy witlml, mid such 
.x(liiiMllo liimiUiiiH: of idt niid sjuir, goos on. And prolwbly at groat 
miglh. Of which, as llio Jinah, and one clear featnro significant to tho 
»uoy, hero is,- for record of wliat they call ” Vompkle SMleimnl,” yi\M\ 
t wnM far* from lurninff out to bo ; 

* Document Fourth (in fUrHoh*8 Imml, Kirnt Piofio of it), 

•*iN»ur f/uimniri* u<^utritk ttrovxcttant “Aooount all fioltlo<l; I proiniHiiig to 

€ rrfuin a hfr. dr tou$ IdkCs, roturn M, do Voltaire all LetlorB, Orders 

rdrrn r( idtrn dr rhau{/r d moy dmnes and HiUs of Kxohtingo given mo up to 

iMqu'iV cfjour, 1« 1750/' lids day, lOtU Dooomljor 1.750/’ 

Hiwh HigUM. Hut you have forgoUcu Homothing, MonHiour Hirscli I 
V"horouiujn) 

rt pnwurk tU donucr d Afi\ dr Voh "And proinlHo to glvo M. do Voltaire, 
tire dum U jour dr drvutin «u apr^n in tl»« oourse of tomorrow, or Uio day 
tmuin uu ptudonl drux rent qunrtrc- after tomorrow at latent, leSO frMrm 
iupt /r/di^rirs d*tir ttu tirn da deux raU d-'or, luMlead of iouta d’or” (gold 
U 0 ltr rini/t /on Iff dV>r, tfue Jr tui ai frdUrhs Urn jjjoferablo coin, m\y ox- 
k (nut }Hmr titiiltanre ycncrak, cr ])erta) '* which I Imvo now paid Iilm; 
II Ikrrmhre 17W1, d hrr/in/' wliereliy AU will bo noltlod/’ 

llirNrh again HigiiK ; but Iimh again forgntiou Hoinuthing^ moat lin])(trtiint 
hing. Anti) 

Jr ltd rmrUrui nnrtout k» **I will ohiJuolfdly return him tho Bill 

irfii dr hdktH dr rhaui/r nuf pork tpt'il on Vails for *10,n(M) Hvres (1,000/,), which 
\r\tHnt dmnn et^Hrs,'* hu had given and trusted to mo/’— but 

has hIiioc proU'Hled, as Is too ovldont, 

iiid Ulrnrh Higns Air llio liml tlino),* ‘HyinjitonmtiOj Hiircly, of almggly 
i^ltUuumil, Uumu three kIioIh iiihlrad ofono I —* Voltiiirt/n roLurn in : 

JFVmr r/in/hnifK’ (jenrnUr dr tout romp/r " Aocouni all sutthul hotwooii us, pay- 
iUU mire fioi/4, tout }ietyd an »imr nuint of tho Khuir Ahmliam IIlrHoli in 
krr»rh d Uriin^ 10 J)awmhre fiiUj Burlln, lOtli Deoomber 1750/' 
f5o, 

vbicli Mucuud Pieci>, wo porcoivo, Ih tu lio lii IIIrKob'H lumd, to koopj 
0 And It valuablo). 

^'I'bifi *^('t)mpk.tfi little Iohh tlian miraculouB to VolUiiro 

nd UH,* -tn\o Andn, aftor to have boon tho fruit of Voltairo'H 

xipilHito Kklli in treating and tuning bis Ilirwcli (no barttlniosH of robuko, 
iitJu'r Home gleam of liopo, of future bargaiim, help at (.’onrb): '^Your 
xpiMmenj compenHuUon for prolcKting of tliat Bill on Parin? Tush, 
unnut wo make all llmt good I In tlio first place, I will hup of you thcKo 

‘ Klein, pp, 258, 260. 
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all or the best part of them_, which I liave here iu pawn for Papa’s Bill : 
(?50/. was it not ? VV'ellj suppose I on the instant take 450/. worth, or so, 
of these Jewels (1 want a gi-eat many jewels) ; and you to pay me down a 
200 or so of gold huis as balance, — gold huis, no, we will say fred6ric9 
rather. There now, that is settled. Nothing more between us but 
settles itself, if we continue friends \ ** Upon which Hirsch walked 
home, thankful for the good job in Jewels ; wondering only what the 
Allowance for Expenses and Compensation will be. And Voltaire steps- 
out, new-burnished, into the Royal Carnival splendours, witli a load 
rolled from his mind. 

* This Complete Settlement, meanwhile, rests evidently on two legs, both 
of which are hollow. “ What will the handsome Compensation be, I 
wonder?’' thinks Hirscli ; — and is horrorstruck to find shortly, that 
Voltaire considers 60 thalers (about 9/.) will be the fair sum ! More 
than ten times that !” is Hirsch’s privately fixed idea. On the other 
hand, Voltaire has been asking himself, My 450/. worth of Jewels, 
were they justly valued, though?” Jew Ephraim (exaggerative and an 
enemy to this Hirsch House) answers, Justly } I would give from 600/. 
to 250/. for them ! ” — So that the legs both crumbling to powder, Com- 
pJete Settlement crashes-down into chaos : and there ensues ’ — But we 
must endeavour to be briefer ! 

There ensues, for about a week following, such an inextricable 
scramble between the Sieur Hirsch and M. de Voltaire aSj — as no 
reader, not himself in the Jew-Bill line, or paid for understanding it, 
could consent to have explained to him. Voltaire, by way of mending 
the bad-jewel bargain, will buy of Hirsch 200/. worth more jewels ; gets 
the new 200/. worth in hand, cannot quite settle what articles will suit : 
^This, think you? That, think you?’ And intricately shuffles them 
about, to Hirsch and back. Hirsch, singular to notice, holds fast by 
that Protested Paris Bill • on frivolous pretexts, always forgets to bring 
that: ^ May have its uses, that, in a Court of Justice yet !’ Meetings 
there are, almost daily, in the Voltaire Palace-Apartment : December IQth 
and December 24//», there are Two Documents (which we must spare the 
reader, though he will hear of them again, as highly notable, especially 
of one of them, as notable in the extreme !) — indicating the abstrusest 
jewel-bargainings, scramblings, re-bargainings. 

'My Jewels are truly valued !’ asseverates Hirsch always : 'Ephraim 
is my enemy j ask flerr Rekiam, chief Jeweller in Berlin, an im])artial 
man I The meetings are occasionally of stormy character ; Voltaire’s 
patience nearly out : 'But didn t I return you that Topaz Ring, value 
76/.? And you have not deducted it ; you— ! ' ' One day, Picard and lie 

pulled a Ring” (doubtless this Topaz) 'off my finger,’ sa 5 s the patlietic 


25th Dec. 1750] 

Hirsch, ^ and violently shoved me out of the room^ slamming tlieir doorj* 
— and sent me home^ along the corridorsj in a very scurvy humour 1 
Thus, under a skin of second settlement, there are two galvanic elements, 
getting ever more galvanic, which no skin of settlement can prevent 
exploding before long. 

Explosion there accordingly was ; most sad and dismal ; which rang 
through all the Court circles of Berlin ; and, like a sound of hooting 
and of weeping mixed, is audible over seas to this day. But let not the 
reader insist on tracing the course of it henceforth, Klein, though 
faithful and exact, is not a Pitaval; and we find in him errors of the 
press. The acutest Actuary might spend weeks over these distracted 
Money-accounts, and inconsistent Lists of Jewels bought and not bought ; 
and would be unreadable if successful. Let us say. The business catches 
fire at this point ; the Voltaire-Hirsch theatre is as if blown-up into mere 
whirlwinds of igneous ruin and smoky darkness. Henceforth all plunges 
into Lawsuit, into chaos of conflicting lies, — undecipherable, not worth 
deciphering. Let us give what few glimpses of the thing are clearly dis- 
cernible at their successive dates, and leave the rest to picture itself in 
the reader’s fancy. 

It appears, that Meeting of December 24M, above alluded to, was 
followed by another on Christmas-day, which proved the final one. 
Final total explosion took place at this new meeting which, we find 
farther, was at ChasoPs Lodging (the Chapeau of Hanbury), who is now 
in Town, like all the world, for Carnival. Hirsch does not directly 
venture on naming Chasot : but by implication, by glimmers of evidence 
elsewhere, one sufficiently discovers that it is he : Lieutenant-Colonel, 
King's Friend, a man glorious, especially ever since Ilohenfriedberg, and 
that haul of the ^sixty-seven standards' all at once. In the way of 
Arbitration, Voltaire thinks Chasot might do something. In regard to 
those 460^. worth of bought Jewels, there is not such a judge in the 
world! Hirsch says: 'Next morning* (December 25th, morrow after 
that jumbly Account, with probable slamming of the door, and still 
worse !), 'Voltaire went to a LieutenanIrColonel in the King’s service , 
and asked him to send for me.' ^ This is Chasot; who knows these 
jewels well. Duvernet,— who had talked a good deal with D’Arget, in 
latter years, and alone of Frenchmen sometimes yields a true particle of 
feature in things Prussian,— Duvernct tells us, these Jewels were once 
Chasot's own : given him by a fond Duchess of Mecklenburg, musical 
old Duchess, verging towards sixty ; honi soil, my friend I AVhat Hirsch 
gave Chasot for these Jewels is not a doubtful quantity ; and may throw 
conviction into Hirsch, hopes Voltaire. 

December 26^5, 1750. The interv iew at Chasot's was not lengthy, but 

» Duvernet (Second), p. 172 ; Hirsch’s Narrative (in TantaU^ p. 344)* 
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timt puiut. lhr«i‘}4*H i loiuH, intritnlt^ lutili*- 

rnitul ni* l»i»i, ri***' vory hijt.th imlr^'il. * AjuI 4 * t»» tlio vftluti nf tlinht^ 

Jtnvt'ln, «jnl \Oint I »Nfiiij^itMir ( ‘lu»«ni ; timi is no 

riiU' .* tr«uU‘ yoi» kimvv ' Xi^y, thi^ mtilt+ ijilinuUt' }, ws « UmI sliill:, 

'rimt |it*rhH|»^ tlnw tu»l the' s^uni' vfriwi’!‘j ; llut prrli54|f!» M, tlr^ \*nlt.uri' 
lum rlw 4 H^t'il wnm^ »f ihrm ! VV lir^rt'uiHMi tht^ nmllrr ralrhf^s fir*', irrt*- 
trh^vftlily t*x pliulif^s, M. il*' ViiUi4irnX puitMirr^ flit^s iUmu' ; niul, tirh- 

r'ywl fury «priuK^ ujmu Ihriml of Hu^irh liku » rat- 

u'-uuuiutftiu ; I'lut^'krs lUrfti’U ky tku nmilpspti; tutnklrs hiit^ almul llu' 
nujtu : * lufnniuus ranaillt', ili» yuti know nfituii y«»u IntM' ^oi t»i ilu with? 
‘riijit it 1« in Juy lumrr in slirk y(ui inin a holo iinilrrf^rMuiul fur (hin rr«>t 
of your Ufo f ISirrak, I null ruin ami ouutiiilalo you anU * lua«ir»l 
ntiout llio room with hi»* f4»l (Ut my tliruiU,* Hitjo h; * oifi^rUi^ !*» 
Imvo pity iiovortlmlo^ts. if I uould lako kark Iko Jouola, aitil trlurn wll 
u rllin^**.* ^ KyoH jyslanrinj^ Uko a raitlr’umko'a, vm pi'r* rUn *. aiul nu«‘h 
ft pluuinmonon m Hirst'h luol nut oxju'tiiMl, Ujn ( hr^aioms? In short, 
tho mattor Imn horo fairly oxplotinl, ami in hlajsiu)* a)»»il, an a toans of 
Inlrirnto fttlii^tMuois ruin, nol lu ho dortphoroil hr*tn ol»ulh. hurli n m ono 
for ( 'iiftsot on thu ( ‘hriatnms day al Urrhn ! And uo ha^o U\ 


Ptiri //, 7Vn’ /jiiv.tttU i7.vr//'(tH)th UfrinutuT 1750 IHfh 
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Ilirsrh Khnik hurriodly Inmio, uurottain ujiolhor doad or Mnv», <l|tl 
IlirK(di, hraring; of anrlt oxphmiun, runaolotod Kin huuno and family 
ruinod ; ninl, hoin^ (dtt ami toohlo, took to to^d upiut it, thrratonio^ to 
hrtmk hW lipftrt. \'tdtttlro writo^ to Nioro UonU, on tlto toofruv* ; not 
hintin^^ni tho Illrnrh nmltor, far from that; Inti in unromouiiily droary 
luuiumr: * My Mphnniour hrro, my nk***)*, mnor waa tho llko of it ; mm>i 
hutt and ovor Hf?ain hut^ at om*h now ilom, Iti fa* t. tho luimoiir of 
n Klnri!)u« Phnmix I’ojo'ork auddonly lUmrhod amt ilroiohnl in dirty 
WHtor, mid fmdinM; fr<iat at haml !' * Ihnmmr intotliKdilo omoi^dt, wlion 
dntoH firu t’lnnpHrnl. 

Holtor tiian lliul, Vtdtniru i« ap|dyioar, on all points iif tlio rumpan®, to 
and InDuoittini l‘j<raoiw, fi»r holp »n a { ‘onrt of la4W. ‘ri» ( hanrrdlor 
(’orroji; to dnrriKra (moimml rruaman Frmirhnmn). IVmidont of t ourt; 
to MaupurloiN, ulm knoua Jarri^r®. hot * will uul mmldlo in a had tiu«l- 
nu«« ; at hoil, ovon to dull rovoioml l otmoy, whom Im had not t aljod’ 

* Narralivr (In 7h«Ai/#), 

* *To Mailator Drnin * (Usiv. 370, * iJrrlin IVlafr. . fud^r *750}**- 

and M. a.pn .S57, ru*. of oihrr daim). 
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on hitherto. Cocceji seems to have answered^ to the effect^ ^ Most 
certainly : the Courts are wide open ’ ; — hut as to ^ help * ! December 
30th, the Suit, Voltaire versus Hirsch, ^ comes to Protocol,* — that is, 
Cocceji, Jarriges, Loper, three eminent men, have been named to try it ; 
and Herr Hofnith Bell, Advocate for Voltaire Plaintiff, hands-in his First 
Statement that day. Berlin resounds, we may fancy how I Humour, 
laughter and wonder are in all polite quarters ; and continue, more or 
less vivid, for above two months coming. Here is one direct glimpse of 
Plaintiff, in this interim ; which, we will give, though the eyes are none 
of the best : ^The first visit I,' Formey, ^had from Voltaire was in the 
afternoon of January 8th, 1761 ' (Suit begun ten days ago). ^ I had, at 
the time, a large party of friends. Voltaire walked across the Apart- 
ment, without looking at anybody ; and, taking me by the hand, made 
me lead him to a cabinet adjoining. His Lawsuit with a Jew was the 
matter on hand. He talked to me at large about his Lawsuit, and with 
the greatest vehemence ; he wound-up by asking me to speak to Law- 
President M. de Jarriges (since Chancellor); I answered what was suit- 
able ; ’ — probably did speak to Jarriges, but might as well have held my 
tongue. ^ Voltaire then took his leave : stepping athwart the former 
Apartment with some precipitation, he noticed my eldest little girl, tlien 
in her fourth year, who was gazing at the diamonds on liis Cross of the 
Order of Merit. Bagatelles, bagatelles, rnon enfant ! ** said he, and 
disappeared.* ^ 

On Newyear*s-day, Friday 1st January 1761, Voltaire had legally 
applied to Herr Minister von Bismark, for Warrant to arrest Hirsch, as 
a person that will not give-up Papers not belonging to him. Warrant 
was granted, and Hirsch lodged in Limbo. Which worsens the state of 
poor old Father Hirsch ; threatening now really to die, of heart-break 
and other causes. Hirsch Son, from the interior of Limbo, appeals to 
Bismark, ^Lord Chancellor Cocceji is seized of my Plea, your gracious 
Lordship ! * — ^AU the same,* answers Bismark ; ^produce caution^ or you 
can't get out.* Hirsch produces caution ; and gets out, after a day or 
two; — and has been ^brought to Protocol January 4th.* No delay in 
this Court: both parties, through their Advocates, arc now brought to 
book; the points they agi‘ee-iu will be sifted-out, and laid on this side 
as truth ; what they differ-in, left lying, on that side, as a mixture of lies 
to be operated on by farther processes and protocols. 

We will not detail the Lawsuit ; — what I chiefly admire in it is its 
brevity. Cocceji has not reformed in vain. Good Advocates, none other 
allowed ; and no Advocate talks ; *he merely endeavours to think, see 
and discover ; holds his tongue if he can discover nothing : that doubt- 
less is one source of the brevity ! — Many lies are stated by Hirsch, many 


^ Formey, i. 232. 




\tn\ Krb. lyij 

l>y VolUun^’ hut tlift JimIku'J, \vitlu)ut ililUmilly, Hhuvt'l lliununnido; nni 
ronio Ktop by Htop \ipnM tht' truth. Iliihuh nuvh pluinly* iiu wu» Htuit t( 
buy tvl .Mu prr ruut tlinrount ; Vnlluiru uuliruly druii'n Uu 

HUuuir-NotcH ; wiyn, It uah «m alhtir uf IVItriuN niul JuvvulriuN, (iriKiufttinf. 
in louMH uf inunoy to liiin ungnitot'ul .hnr, Wliirh luurl 

on iljo pnrl of M. ilu \‘nltHiro; hut ho Imn luinNoll' wrillon i) 
n I^iwyor’H Odico, iti hin youu^ iluyn, uiul kiuovH hnw to twUt u turn o 
cxj)rOHHion. 'Thu Judgo*! uro not, Ihoro to iituuit .Stouor NoIom ; Ini 

they f(lvc y(ju t<» un(h‘r.*itan<l that VoUniro'n l.h*ltry ttinl vhoM»lry nlory ii 
inoouHldiui. lUi’Ht’h proiluroH tho Vctlloiro t>(* MVitinfC» nlroiulj 

known t{> our rouihuM ; Volljurt' Moyn^ ‘ Moro oxtinrt jt>tt»nf(K ; whir) 
Ilirnrh hoH furtively pirkeilomt of the ^rato,' or tuay ho hui»l to lmv( 
pirked ; PapovK nunilnlatod hy our Hioji^uin of UrrtMutier litlh.und whirl 
Khould hnvo heen in thn if they wore not ; thi»» frhm lunor Imviof 

kept lilrt word In litut ronprrt. PoltrirK and JrurIrirN, I wiy ; ho wit 
not f{Ivo nui hnrk llml Pari« liill wlur)j vvn*i protr*d4u] ; [uvyn rno thu othr; 
.MjOfK) rrowuH (Uraft of (Jfin/,) in Jrurl« (jver valurd hy half, *.hovrl 
furlivoiy rhanjLft’d ninro Plainlilf Imd tltrin id* mol* nnnurrrt Hirwrh ; 
and the atrndy tliidf(r.*i keep their uieren f^idoK. 

'I'lio tuily IhuMnnenlrt priuhoMMl hy Voltalri' are ‘IVtw, of tllfA 
and of lii/A Ikrtvihtr; whiidi tlio riuuh'r Im^i not yet so’en, hut oiji^h 
now to ^ain mono ludiioi of, if poNMlhle. 'I’lioy attrrt luiro noite, u»i (ha 
of Deremhi'r KUh luid doin', t<i he ' h’inal H»dtU'ioeot*i' (or Pinal J^etlle 
mont of I Dili, with rWod/ of :Jdl)i) ; and turn on ennfu^ied Ll«tit of Jt»wel*< 
houj(ht, roluriuul, roduntf^ht (that ^ 'Ibpa/ rinj? ' ttirn tr<un one's hainl, i 
coimphuiouH item), whirh n») render would have jmlimu'e lo iinderslnnd 
©xropt in the Huerinrt foriu, I^^t nil remlors note them, howeveri a 
leant the first of them, that td’ nemoher UUh ; eMjH'rlally Ih© wnrd« w 
mark in UalicHi wJihdi have miuitiul n sad plaro for ii in the history o 
Imnum nin and luiMery, Klein Iuik piiven hoili UommenU in eni^ravei 
fneaimilo ; wn muwt help ourselves hy simpler nn'lliiuls. Jlei lin, Peeemhe 
llllh, I7fdl ; Voltairo wrilen, I liinrh signs ; ami the fulirs are helievei 
to ho wohIh foiHled in hy M. do Voltaire, weeks after, v^hilothe Uimrl 
plnadingH o'eeo getting stringent ! Head, a very Md rueioorial o 
M. do V(dUiro, 

JhmmtJU hyih (in V'ultidro‘« hand, written at /mu limea ; nnd the oh 
writing mnuit^d in ptirU, to suit the neo !). / hr* jMO/meig 4 j/'.*I,(KK| Mo/er 

hi/ inti due, 1 havoHtdd to M, do Voltaire, at Uio jirii'o eoating hy ostimatioi 
and tAx, with 2 j»er rent for my ronimi?i*iion " or /;rw/</ou/fon/ writioi 
nhovo), 'Hhe fidlowing DianiontU, taxed" (tdoUed Into ♦/u.tu/de'), **’an hor 
adjoined; hovou pioroa of jewelry, pendehu|no«i, ote., witli prie 

ftflixed, among whirli is the violated Topn/, 'Mhe whole ofttiiimted h 
him'' ('hhu' croHH(uh(mt, and *mr written over it), *'heiiig ihalor^ 


I t o i 4:'. XIAO A dJdiV'V-l^AWbUlT J^ys 

ist Jan.-i8th Feb. 1751] 

Whereupon received from Monsieur Voltaire " (wlmfc is very strange ; 

not intelhpble without study !) '^the sum of 2,940 thalers, and he has 
given me back the Topaz, with 60 crowns for my trouble.— Berlin, 19th 
December 1760/* (Hitherto in VoltaWs hand; after which Hirsch 
writes ;) Aprouvi^ A. Hirsohel.” ^ And between these two lines . 
1760 and Approved. , .*’)j is crushed-in, as afterthought, 
by myseir (Hirsch’s seif), ^^2,940, add 60, is 3,000.” And, in fine, below 
the Hirsch signature, on what may be called the bottom margin, there 
is,— I think, avowedly Voltaire's and subsequent,— this : N.b. that 

Hirsch s valuing* of all the jewels” (present lot and former lot) '^is, by 
real estimation, between twice and thrice too high ; ” of which, it is 
hoped, your Lordships will take notice ! 

Was there ever seen such a Paper ; one end of it contradicting the 
other? Payment to M. de Voltaire, and payment by M. de Voltaire; — 
with other blottiugs and foistings, which print and italics will not re- 
present 1 Hirsch denies he ever signed this Paper. Is not that you 
writing, then : ^ Aprouv&y A. Hirschel*? — ^No !’ and they convict him 
of falsity in that respect : the signature is his, but the Paper has been 
altered since he signed it. That is what the poor dark mortal meant to 
express ; and in- his mulish way, he has expressed into a falsity what 
was ill itself a truth. There is not, on candid examination of Klein's 
Facsimiles and the other evidence, the smallest doubt but Voltaire 
altered, added and intercalated, in his own privacy, those words which 
we have printed in italics ; taxes changed into iaxables (^ estimated at ' 
into ^estimable at'), him for me, and so on ; and above all, tbe now first 
line of the Paper, For payment of 3,000 thalers by me due^ and in last line 
the words valued by myself, etc., are palpable interpolations, sheer falsi- 
fications, which Plirsch is made to continue signing after his back is 
turned ! 

No fact is more certain ; and few are sadder in tbe history of M. de 
Voltaire. To that length has he been driven by stress of Fortune. Nay, 
when the Judges, not hiding their surprise at the form of this Document, 
asked, Will you swear it is all genuine? Voltaire answered, ^Yes, 
certainly ! ’ — for what will a poor man not do in extreme stress of 
Fortune? Hirsch, as a Jew, is not permitted to make oath, where a 
Quasi-Christian will swear to the contrary, or he gladly would ; and 
might justly. The Judges, willing to prevent chance of perjury, did 
not bring Voltaire to swearing, but contrived a way to justice without 
that. 

February ISih, 1761, the Court arrives at a conclusion. Hirsch’s 

^ Sic: that is always hk signature; * Abraham Hirschd/,’ so given by Klein, 
while Klein and everybody call him Hirsch as we have done,— if only to 

save a syllable on the bad bargain. 


is admitted to be Voltaire'sj not Plirscli's, continne they ; — and if Hirscl 
can prove that Voltaire has changed the Diamonds^ not a likely fact 
lot him do so. The rest does not concern us. And to that effect, oi 
the above day, runs their Sentence : ^ You, Hirsch, shall restore thi 
Paris Bill ; mutual Papers to be all restored, or legally annihilated 
Jewels to be valued by sworn Experts, and paid for at that price 
Hirsch, if he can prove that the Jewels were changed, has liberty t 
try it, in a new Action. Hirsch, for falsely denying his Signature, i 
fined 10 thalers (thirty shillings), such lie being a contempt of court 
whatever more.' 

‘ Ha, fined, you Jew Villain ! ’ hysterically shrieks Voltaire 
* in the wrong, were7i‘t you, then ; and fined thirty shillings ? 
hysterically trying to believe, and make others believe, tha 
he has come-ofF triumphant. ‘ Beaten my Jew, haven’t I ? 
says he to everybody, though inwardly well enough awar 
how it stands, and that he is a Phoenix douched, and has i 
tremor in the bones ! Chancellor Cocceji was far fron 
thinking it triumphant to him. Here is a small Note o 
Cocceji’s, addressed to his two colleagues, Jarriges and Ldpei 
which has been found among the Law Papers : 

^Berlin, 20 i/i February 1761. The Herr President von Jarriges an 
Privy-Councillor Lbper are hereby officially requested to bring th 
remainder of the Voltaire Sentence to its fulfilment : I am myself nc 
well, and can employ my time much better. The Herr von Voltair 
has given-in a desperate Memorial {ein desperates Memoriat) to thi 
purport : swear that what is charged to me" (believed of me) 

the Sentence is true; and now request to have the Jewels valued." 
have returned him this Paper, with notice that it must be signed by a 
Advocate. — Cocceji.' ^ 

So wrote Chancellor Cocceji, on the Saturday, washing hi 
hands of this sorry business. Voltaire is ready to mak 
desperate oath, if needful. We said once, M. de Voltair 
was not given to lying ; far the reverse. But yet, see, if yo 
drive him into a corner with a sword at his throat, — alcu 


^ Klein, 256 . 


but he can do a stroke that way, too (one stroke, uninsu; in 
his life, I do believe), if a wild-boar, with frothy tu-ks, i* 
upon him. Tell it not in Gath, — except for sckniiik- 
purposes ! And be judicial, arithmetical, in pa-».'iiig sm- 
tence on it ; not shrieky, mobbish, and flvin<r-otf' into tht 
Infinite 1 


Berlin, of course, is loud on these matter.-. « The man 
whom the King delighted to honour, this is hts then T 
Friedrich has quitted Town, some wliile ago ; ietuni*ti to 
Potsdam « January 30th." Glad enough, I siipi>os>e, to Ik.- 
out of all this unmusical blowing of catcalls and iiah tent 
exposure. To Voltaire he has taken no nutic^e ; ^ilentlv 
leaves Voltaire, in his nook of the Berlin Schloss, till the foil 
business get done. ‘ Voltaire filoute les Julfs (picks Jew 
pockets)," wites he once to Wilhelniiiia : « will get oat of it 
by some gambade (summerset),’ writes he another time ; - but' ^ 
— And takes the matter with boundless contempt, doubtless 
with some vexation, but with the minimum of noi^t*, as a 
Royal gentleman might. Jew Hirsch is busy prej)iiring for 
his new desperate Action ; getting together proof that the 
Jewels have been changed. In proof Jew Ilirsch will be 
weak ; but in pleading, in public pamphlets, and keeping a 
winged Apollo fluttering disastrously in such a mud-kith, 
Jew Hirsch will be strong. Voltaire, ‘ out of magnanimous 
pity to him,’ consents next week to an Agreement, Agree- 
ment is signed on Thursday 26th Februaiy* 1751 ; — Pa|>t^rs 
all to be returned. Jewels nearly all, except one or two, juaid 
at Hirsch’s own price. '^Vhereby, on the whole, as Klein 
computes, Voltaire lost about 150Z. ; — elsewhere I have seen it 
computed at 187Z. : not the least matter which. Old Hir-vh 
has died in the interim (‘ Of broken heart ! ’ blubber^ the 
Son) ; day not known. 

And, on these terms, Voltaire gets out of the buJne-s; 


^ * 31st December 1750* {(Euvres dc Fridhic^ xxvii. i. 19S) ; ‘ 5! rcbiaary 
1751' 201). 


glad to close tne intoieraDie rumour, at some cost or money. 
For all tongues were wagging ; and, in defect of a Times 
Newspaper, it appears, there had Pamphlets come out ; printed 
Satires, bound or in broadside ; — sapid, exhilarative, for a 
season, and interesting to the idle mind. Of which, Tantale 
en Proces may still, for the sake of that Pi^ace to it, be 
considered to have an obscure existence. And such, reduced 
to its authenticities, was the Adventure of the Steuer-Notes. 
A very bad Adventure indeed ; unspeakably the worst that 
Voltaire ever tried, who had such talent in the finance line. 
On which poor History is really ashamed to have spent so 
much time ; sorting it into clearness, in the disgust and 
soiTOW of her soul. But perhaps it needed to be done. 
Let us hope, at least, it may not now need to be done 
again. ^ 

This is the First Act of Voltaire's Tragic-Farce at the 
Court of Berlin : readers may conceive to what a bleared 
frost-bitten condition it has reduced the first Favonian 
efflorescence there. He considerably recovered in the Second 
Acty such the indelible charm of the Voltaire genius to 
Friedrich, But it is well known, the First Act rules all the 
others ; and here, accordingly, the Third Act failed not to 
prove tragical. Out of First Act into Second the following 
Extracts of Correspondence will guide the reader, without 
commentary of ours. 

Voltaire, left languishing at Berlin, has fallen sick, now 
that all is over ; — no doubt, in part really sick, the unfortu- 
nate Phoenix-Peafowl, with such a tremor in his bones ; — and 
would fain be near Friedrich and warmth again ; fain persuade 
the outside world that all is sunshine with him, Voltaire's 

^ Besides the A7««,the Tantale en the Voltaire cited above, 

there is (in CEuvres de Voltaire^ Ixiv. pp. 6i-io6, as Supplement there), written 
otf-hand, in the very thick of the Hirsch Affair, a considerable set of Notes to 
D'Arget^ which might have been still more elucidative ; but are, in their present 
dateless topsy^turvied condition, a very wonder of confusion to the studious 
reader I 



Letters to Friedrich, if he wrote any, in this Jew time, are 
lost ; here are Friedrich’s Answers to Two, — one lost, which 
had been written from Berlin afltr the Jew affair was out of 
Court ; and to another (not lost) after the Jew affair was 
done, 


King Friednch to Voltaire at Berlin 

‘ Potsdam, 24tli February 17B1. 

' I was p^lad to receive you in my house ; I ostoomod your genius, your 
UilontH iind iicquireinents ; and I hud reason to think that a man of your 
age, wearied with fencing against Authors, and exposing himsolf to Uio 
storm, camo hitlior to take rofugo ns in n safe harbour. 

^ But, on arriving, you exacted of mo, in a rather singular manner, 
Not to take Freron to write mo nows from Paris ; and I had the Aveakness, 
or the complaisancoj to grant you this, though it is not for you to decide 
what porsoiifl I sli all take into my sorvico, J^’Arnaud had faults towards 
you ; a gouorous man would have pardoned tliom ; a vindictive man 
liunta-down those whom ho takes to hating. In a word, though to mo 
D’Arnaud hud done tiothing, it avhs on your account that ho had to go. 
You wore with the Russian Minister, speaking of things you had no 
conconi with' (Russian ICxcollency Gross, oiV homo lately, in sudden 
dudgeon, like an angry skyrocket, nobody can guoss why N) — 'and It 
was thought I had given you Gommission.* 'You have had the most 
vIllaiiiouH affair in the Avorld with a Jew. It has made a frightful scandal 
all over 'fown. And that Htoum'-Schein husinoss is so well known in 
Saxony, that they have made grievous oompUiitits of it to me. 

' For my own share, I have prosorvod peace in my lious© till your 
arrival : ond I warn you, that if you have the passion of intriguing and 
calmlllng, you have applied to the wrong hand. I like peaceable com- 
posed people; who do not put into their couduct the violent passions 
of 'IVagody. In case you can resolve to live like a Philosopher, I shall 
ho glad to SCO you ; hut if you abandon yourself to all the violences of 
your paHslons, and get into quarrols witli all the world, you will do mo no 
good l>y (‘.oming hltlmr, and you may as well stay in Berlin/*— F. 

'Fo wliich Voltaire sighing j)atluitically in response, < Wrong, 
ah yes, your MajcHty -and sick to death’ (see farther down), 
— hen; is Friedrich’s Second in Answer : 

* Adclung, vli, 133 (about lat December 1750)* 

■ Prcu 8 ? 4 , xxii, 262 {watiftn^'ln the French Edition#), 
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8^. Friedrich to Voltaire agai/n 

* Potsdam, 28th February 1761. 

' If you wish to come hither, you can do so. 1 hear nothing of Law- 
suits, not even of yours. Since you have gained it, I congratulate you ; 
and I am glad that this scurvy affair is done. I hope you will have no 
more quarrels, neither with the Old nor with the Testament. Such 
worryiugs (ces series de compromis) leave their mark on a man ; and with 
the talents of the finest genius in France, you will not cover the stains 
which this conduct would fasten on your reputation in the long-run. A 
Bookseller Gosse*— (read /ore, your Majesty Nobody ever heard of 
Gosseas an extant quantity: Jore, of Rouen, you mean, and his cele- 
brated Lawsuit, about printing the Senriadej or I know not what, long 
since 0 — ^8. Bookseller Jore, an Opera Fiddler ' (poor Travenol, wrong 
dog pincered by the ear), ^and a Jeweller Jew, these are, of a surety, 
names which in no sort of business ought to appear by the side of 
yours. I write this Letter with the rough common-sense of a German, 
who speaks wliat he thinks, without employing equivocal terms, and 
loose assuagements which disfigure the truth : it is for you to profit by 
it.— F.’a 

So that Voltaire will have to languish : ‘ Wrong, yes ; — 
and sick, nigh dead, your Majesty ! Ah, could not one get to 
some Country Lodge near you, ‘ the Marquisat^ for instance ? 
Live silent there, and see your face sometimes ? ’ ® Languish- 
ing very much ; — ^gives cosy little dinners, however. Here 
are two other Excerpts ; and these will suffice : 

VoUaire to Formey(^ Berlin Palace’ ; datable, first days of March) : MVill 
you, Monsieur, come and eat the King’s roast meat {rot du Roi), today, 
Thursday, at two o’clock, in a philosophic, warm and comfortable 

^ Unbounded details on the Jore Case, and from 1731 to 1738 continual 
LtiUrs ouiiy in CEuvres de Voltaire \ — came to a head in 1736 {id, Ixix, 375) ; 
Jore penitent, 1738 {id. i. 262), etc. etc. 

^ CEuvres de Fridiric, xxii, 265. 

* In CEuvres de Fridiric (xxii. 259-261, 263-266) are Four lamenting and 
repenting, wheedling and ultimately whining, Letters from Voltaire, none of them 
dated, which have much about ‘ my dreadful state of health,* my passion ‘ for 
reposing in that Marqmsaty etc. \ — to one of which Four, or perhaps to the 
whole together, the above No. 2 of Friedrich seems to have been Answer. Of 
that indisputable ' Marqutsat^ no Nicolai says a word j even careful Preuss 
passes ' Gosse ’ and it with shut Ups. ‘ 
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manuei' (jiMlosophiquement cl ehauiemcnl et doucment). A couple of 
philosophers without being courtiers, may dine in the Palace of a 
Plulosopher-King : I should even take the liberty of sending one of his 
Majesty s Carriages for you,— at two precise. After dinner, you would 
be at hand for your Academy meeting.’ i V.-How cosy!-And King 
Friedrich has relented, too; grants me the Marquisat; can refuse me 
nothing ! 


Voltaire to UAr genial {Potsdam, Uth March 1751). * * could 
not accompany our Chamberlain* (Von Ammon^ gone as Envoy to Paris 
on a small matter 2)^ 'through the muds and the snows,— 'where I should 
have been buried ; I was ill/ and had to go to the Marquisat, ' D’ Arnaud 
and the pack of Scribblers would have been too glad. D’Arnaud, 
animated with the true love of glory, and not yet grown sufficiently 
illustrious by his own immortal Works, has doue one of that kind,’— by 
his behaviour here. Has behaved to me— oh, like a miserable, envious, 
intriguing, lying little scoundrel ; and made Berlin too hot for him : 
seduced Tinois my Clerk, stole bits of the PuceUe (brief sight of hits, for 
Prince Henri’s sake) to ruin me. 

'H’Arnaud sent his lies to Freron for the Paris meridian’ (that is his 
real crime); ' delightful news from canaille to canaille: "How Voltaire 
had lost a great Lawsuit, respectable Jew Banker cheated by Voltaire; that 
Voltaire was disgraced by the King,” who of course loves Jews ; "That 
Voltaire was ruined ; was ill ; nay, at last, that Voltaire was dead.” * To 
the joy of Freron, and the scoundrels that are printing one’s Pucelle, 

' Voltaire is still in life, however, my angels ; and the King has been 
so good to me in my sickness, I should be the ungratefulest of men if I 
didn't still pass some mouths with him. When he left Berlin* (30th 
January, six weeks ago), ' and I was too ill to follow him, I was the sole 
animal of my species whom he lodged in his Palace there’ (what a 
beautiful bit of colour to lay-on!) — 'He left me equipages, cooks 
cetera \ aud his mules and horses carted-out my temporary furniture 
{meubles de passade) to a delicious House of his, close by Potsdam’ 
{Marquisat to wit, where I now stretch myself at ease; Niece Denis 
coming to live with me there, — talks of coming, if my angels knew it), — 
'and he has reserved for me a charming apartment in his palace of 
Potsdam, where I pass a part of the week. 

'And, on close view,. I still admire this Unique Genius ; and he deigns 
to communicate himself to me ; — and if I were not 300 leagues from you, 


^ Formey, i. 234. 

2 * Commercial Treaty * ; which he got done. See Longckamp^ if any one 
is curious otherwise about this Gentleman ; * D'Hamon * they call him, and 
sometimes * Da;«o?//-~to whom Niece Denis wanted to be Phyllis, according to 
Longchamp. 





auii Iwid H Iittlo lioiiilM, I MiMMilu no tiio huppu’st nf mon. * 
my - 


Oh 


Aiul, in short, hollor or worst', niy Jr/ is hognn, as 

you pertrive ! - And n’rtuiu rt'iuKn-H will ho uj)t U> lt)ok in 
again, hcforo all is over, 


CH A PTHll Vni 

08'MUUKSl,ANl) AND THK 8iniM*lXt; IXTHUKsTN 

Two Foreign J'lvontH, following on tin' hco! of Iho Hirsoh 
T^uvHuil, wort* of to our Horliu IVionds, I hough not now 

of much to UH or luiyhody, April nih, 1751, tin* ohl King of 
Sweden, Landgraf (jf ncsst‘n45tHSfl, dinl ; whon'hy not only 
our friend Wilhelm, the managing I^uulgraf, heemnes ljuuU 
graf indeed (if he should ever lunMi|) on us again), hut 
lh‘ince.sH niritjue is henceforth (|)ueeii (jf Swtsh'n, her llusl)and 
tln^ new King. No douht a welet)me event tt* I'rineess 
Ulritiue, tlu' high brave nundeil l^uly; hut svhich proved 
inlrinsically uti empty t)ne, not to say worse tlian empty, \o 
hem'lf and her friends, in limes following. Krinlrich's coU' 
nexion with Sweden, wljieh lie had been lighleiiing lately by 
a'rrealy of Alliance, came in the longnam to nothing for liim, 
on the Swetlisli aide ; and on lhi‘ Unssian has already cn-ated 
umhragCM, kindled ahstrune Muspieions, imdignatious, Hns'^ian 
Kxcelhaiey (rross, abruptly, at Herlin, tlemauding hoi*ses, not 
long Hince, and posting lionn^ without other leave. Inking, l<i 
the Hurprise of mankind; Ilussiau (Varina evitiently in the 
HulleuK against Kriedrieh, this long while; dull impenelrnhle 
clouds of anger lodging yonder, hotting him no gtuul. All 
which the Accession of (^)ueen Ulritjue will rather tend to 
aggravate than otherwise/*^ 

* CEuvns iii Ixxw. 330, 

® Ailt'lun^, vii, aos (Accensiun id Ailulf Kricvttich) l SJj (cnmVi auddeo 
l)«]mtturo). 


AprlUJuly 1751) 

Tlu* Hucoiul l‘\)vai[);n Event is English, about a week prior 
in (late, aiul is of still less moment: March 31st, 1751, 
Prince Eretl, the Royal Heir- Apparent, has suddenly died. 
Ilful been ill, more or less, for an eight days past ; was now 
thought betltu’, though ^ still coughing, and bringing-up 
phh'gm,’ -when on ‘ VVecluesday night between nine and ten,’ 
in some lengthica’ (it of that kind, he clapt his hand on his 
hriuust ; and the lerri(i(*cl valet heard him say, ^ Jc mh mori!’' 
—and before his ))oor Wile could run forward with a light, 
he lay verily dead.^ ''rhe Rising Sun in England is vanished, 
tlum. Yt^s ; and with him his Moom^ and considerable moony 
workings, and slnshings hither and thither, which they have 
occasioned, in the mnckly tide-currents of that Constitutional 
(■ountry. Without interest to us here; or indeed elsewhere, 
— except perha])s that onr dear Wilhelmina would hoar of it; 
and have Iier sad reflections and reminiscences awakened by 
it ; sad and nwiny-voict'cl, perhaps of an almost doleful nature, 
being on a sick-bed at this time, poor Lady. Slic (juitted 
Berlin months ago, as we observed, — her farewell Letter to 
Priedrich, written from the first stage homewards, and 
melodious as the voice of sorrowful true hearts to us and him, 
dales ‘ November Si4th,’ just while Voltaire (whom she always 
likes, and in a beautiful way protects, ^ Frhc Voliairc^^ as she 
calls him) was despatching Ilirseh on that ill-omened Predatory 
fcSVe'acr-Mission. Her Rrolher is in real alarm for Wilhelmina, 
about this time; seiuling-out Cothonius his chief Doctor, and 
the like: hut our dear Princess recimerges from her eclipse; 
and w(s shall see her again, several times, if we be lucky. 

And so poor Fred is ended ; — and sulky people ask, in their 
enud way, ^Why not?’ A poor dissolute flabby fellow- 
creature.; with a sad destiny, and a sadly conspicuous too, 
(’ouid write Madrigals; be set to make Opposition cabals. 
Read this sudden JOpitaph in doggerel; an uncommonly 
successful Piece of its kind ; which is now his main monu- 
ment with posterity. The ^Brother’ (hero of Cullodcu), 
' Wftlpolc, (korf^e the Sicendi 1. 71 . 



the ^Sister’ (Amelia, our Friedrich's first love, now growing 
gossipy and spiteful, poor Princess), are old friends : 


* Here lies Prince Fred, 

“Who was alive and is dead r 
Had it been his Father, 

I had much rather ; 

Had it been his Brother, 
Sooner than any other ; 


* Had it been his Sister, 

There *8 no one would have missed her j 
Had it been bis whole generation, 

Best of all for the Nation : 

But since it’s only Fred, 

There *s no more to be said,’ ^ 


Friedrich visits OsUFriesland 

A thing of more importance to us, two months after that 
catastrophe in London, is Friedrich's first Visit to Ost- 
Friesland. May 31st, having done his Berlin - Potsdam 
Reviews and other current affairs, Friedrich sets-out on this 
Excursion, With Ost-Friesland for goal, but much business 
by the way. Towards Magdeburg, and a short visit to the 
Brunswick Kindred, first of all. There is much reviewing 
in the Magdeburg quarter, and thereafter in the Wesel ; and 
reviewing and visiting all along : through Minden, Bielfeld, 
Lingen : not till July 13th does he cross the Ost-Pi'iesland 
Border, and enter Embden. His three Brothers, and Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick were with him.^ On catching view 
of Ost-Friesland Border, see, on the Border-Line, what an 
Ai’ch got on its feet ; Triumphal Arch, of frondent ornaments, 
inscriptions and insignia ; ‘ of quite extraordinary magnifi- 
cence ; ' Arch which ‘ sets every one into the agreeablest 
admiration.' Above a hundred such Arches spanned the 
road at different points ; mulbitudinous enthusiasm reverently 
escorting, ^ more than SO, 000 ' by count : till we enter 
Embden ; where all is cannon-salvo, and three-times-three ; 
the thunder-shobs continuing, ^ above S,000 of them from the 
walls, not to speak of response from the ships in harbour.’ 
Embden glad enough, as would appear, and Ost-Friesland 

^ Walpole, i. 436. 

* Helden-Geschichte^ iii, 506 5 Seyfarth, ii. 145 ; Rodenbeck, i. 216 (who gives 
a foolish German myth, of Voltaire’s being passed-oiT for the King’s Baboon, 
etc. ; Voltaire not being there at all). 


J 3 th«x 6 th July X751) 

gl(u! I'lioiigli, lo SCO their new King. July l.‘Jtli, 1751 ; after 
wailin/j; nhovo .six ye/uw, 

Nuxt (Iny, hin Majo.sty g'avc aiulietice to the new ' Asiatic 
Shipping (’oinpany’ (of wliich anon), to the StiiiKle, and 
Mngi.slcrial persons; — with nnuiy (jiiestionsj I doubt not, 
aboil I your new einhankinonts, now inijirovoincnts, pluspeots ; 
ihere being much procedure lliat way, in all manner of kinds, 
since the now Dynasty came in, now six years ago. Embank- 
monlH on your lliver, wide sjiaccs changed from ooze to 
meadow ; on the Dollavt still more, which has lain 500 years 
hidden from the sun. Does any reader know the Dollart? 
OMUFriosIand has awakened to wonderful new industries 
within thest! six years; urged and guided by the new King, 
wlu) has great tilings in view for it, besides what arc in actual 
jirogrcss. 

"riiat of dikes, sca-cmbanknients, for example ; to Ost- 
Frio.sland, as to Holland, they arc the first condition of 
existence; and, in the past times, of extreme rarliamentary 
vitality, have h(!en slip))ing a good deal out of repair. Enis 
Uiver, in those flat rainy countries, has ploiiglied-out for 
itself a veiy wide emboueluirc, as boundary between Groningen 
and Ost-Fneslaud. Muddy hhus, bickering with the German 
Ocean, does not forget to act, if rarliamentary Conmiissiouers 
do. These dikes, 120 miles of dike, mainly along both 
hanks of this muddy Kins Uiver, are now watcr-tiglit again, 
to the <!(>nifort of flax and clover: and this is but one item 
of the diking now on foot. Headers do not know the 
Doliart, that upjjennost round gulf, not far from Embdcii 
itself, in the waste embouchure of Eins with its continents of 
imid and tide. Five hundred years ago, that ugly whirl of 
muddy surf, 100 sijuare miles in area, was a fruitful field, 
50 Villages upon it, one Town, several Monasteries and 
50, 000 souls'* till on Christuias niichiight a.d. 1277, the 
winds find the storm-rains having got to their height. Ocean 
and Ems did, Dihoiit mklniglit,’ undermine the place, folded 
it over like a friable bedfjuilt or monstrous doomed griddle- 


it has hung, like an unlovely goitre at the throat of Embden, 
ever since* One little dot of an Island, with six houses on 
it, near the Embden shore, is all that is left. Where pro- 
bably his Majesty landed (July ISth, being in a Yacht that 
day) ; but did not see, afar off, the ^ sunk steeple-top,'* which 
is fabled to be visible at low-water. 

Upon this Dollart itself there is now to be diking tried ; 
King’s Doinain-Katnmer showing the example. Which Official 
Body did accordingly (without Blue-Books, but in good 
working case otherwise) break ground, few months hence ; 
and victoriously achieved a Polder^ or Diked Territory, 
‘worth about 2,000?. annually;’ ‘which, in 1756, was sold 
to the Stande;'" at twenty-five years purchase, let us say, 
or for 50,000?. An example of a convincing nature; which 
many others, and ever others, have followed since ; to gradual 
considerable diminution of the Dollart, and relief of Ost- 
Friesland on this side. Furtherance of these things is much 
a concern of Friedrich’s. The second day after his arrival, 
those audiences and ceremonials done, Friedrich and suite 
got on board a Yacht, and sailed about all over this Dollart, 
twenty miles out to sea ; dined on board ; and would have, 
if the weather was bright (which I hope), a pleasantly edify- 
ing day. The harbour is much in need of dredging, the 
building docks considerably in disrepair ; but shall be refitted 
if this King live and prosper. He has declared Embden 
a ‘Free Haven,’ inviting trade to it from all peaceable 
Nations ; — and readers do not know (though Sir Jonas 
Han way and the jealous mercantile world well did) what 
magnificent Shipping Companies and Sea-Enterprises, of his 
devising, are afoot there. Of which, one word, and no second 
shall follow : 

‘September Ist, 1760 , those Carrousel gaieties scarce done, “The 


^ BUsching, Erdbtschrtibitng^ v. 845, 846 ; Preuss, i. 308, 309. 



niatlc tnulii);^ (Jompuny” stopt fornmlly into oxisloiico; Emlxlon tho 
oiuhiunrters of it ; ' chiof Mutmgor a Rittor do la Touclio ; one of tho 
iiw.torH our fftiitastio Riolfold, tliUH tiiriiod to praoUoal viiliio. A 
Dinpauy patronised, in all ways, by tlio King; hut, for tho rest, 
uiulod, not on his moiuiy ; founded on voluntary almros, which, to 

10 rogrot of Ilauway and others, have had much popularity in coin- 
orcial dndcH. Will trade to (Ihina. A thing lookod-at with umbrage 
/ tho English, by tho Dutch. A shanio that English people should 
icourago such schonioa, says Hauway. Which novortholcss many 
utch ami many English privuto porsoua do,— among tho latter, one 
nglish l.siily (innno unknown, hut I always snspoot “Miss Barbara 
/■yudham, of tho Collogo, Salislmry ’’), concorning whom thoro will bo 
[Mioumblo uotico by and by. 

^ At Iho thua of bViodrioh^H viHib, tho AHiatic, Company is iu full vog'ue; 
iftkinjc roady its first Hhip for Ciiutou, First Khij), A7;?n^ von Pror^m'u 
onslmrdo.n not m-imilly Hailed 17th Fohnmvy next (1762) ; and 

m followed hy a Koeoudj nainod Town of ICmhdm^ on tho IDlh of 
ojitoinbor following; both of wljiuh prosporously reuoliod (JantoUj and 
roHporouHly returned with cargoes of satisfactory profit Tho first of 
loni, KMy von Pmtfiso.n, had been hoarded in the Downs 1»y an ICngliHh 
aptalii 'riioiuHon and Ills Frigate^ and dotahiod HonuulayHj — till TJiomson 
took So veil FngllHli neanuMi out of her." Act of Ihirliainoiit^ ox- 
roHsl'* said liis (irace of Nowcastlo. Which done, Thomsou found 
lat the KngUsh jealouHlcs would liavo to hold their hand ; no farthorj 
Iwitcver one's wishes may be, 

^ Nay, within a year beueo, ihnumry 24:Ui, 176!^ Friedrich founded 
uotlier (h)inpimy for India: fiemjidiwho jraridiiiiigeiiolhrJinft;'* which 

Iho Hont-out iu pair of sliipH, porliapa oftonor than onco ; and pointed, 
» the other was doing, to wide fields of ontorpriso, for some time. But 
uck was wanting. And, ^Mii part, iniKimumgenient," and, in wliolo, 
lio Mevoti-Venrri IV ar put an ond to both (loinpauiOH before long. 
•Vlodrleh Is full of tlicHo thoughtN^ among liis otlier InduHtrialiams ; 
Mt\ never (piiU thorn for diHcoiiragoiueiit, hut trios again, when the 
ilrntncIftH cease to ho IiiHU}}oraljIo, iCvor ainco the aotiulfiition of Ost- 
‘Vlo«lnnd, tho furtliorance of 9oa-(h)inmorco had boon one of Friedrich's 
ihoHeii objenls, Lot us carry our own goods at least, Hilosian linens, 
deimd UmlmrH, stock-riHli ; what need of tho Dutch to do it?" And 

11 many liranches his progrens liad been romarlealdo, — especially in tJiis 
nrrying trade, while the Wav lusted, and crippled all Anti-Fnglish 
lidlif^erenlH. lljion which, indeed, and tho conduct of tho ICnglish 
['rlvateevH to him, tliore Is a Controversy goiiig-on witli the Kiiglish 
7ourt in those years (began in I7‘i7), most distressful to his Grace of 

* I'iilcul, or i*nyhaii'iU'ufx iti IlcUUn-CUschichiCy iii. 457, 458. 


Newcastle ; — which in part explains those stingy procedures of Captain 
Thomson (^^Home, you seven English sailors !") when the first Canton 
ship put to sea. That Controversy is by no means ended after three 
years, but on the contrary, after two years more, comes to a crisis quite 
shocking to his Grace of Newcastle, and defying all solution on his 
Grace's aide, — ^the other Party, after such delays, five years waiting, 
having settled it for himself !' Of which, were the crisis come, we will 
give some account. 

On the third day of his Visit, Fi’iedrich drove to Aurich, 
the seat of Government, and official little Capital of Ost« 
Friesland ; where triumphal arches, joyful reverences, con- 
courses, demonstrations, sumptuous Dinner one item, awaited 
his Majesty : I know not if, in the way thither or back, he 
passed those ‘ Three Huge Oaks ^ (or the rotted stems or 
roots of them) under which the Ancient Frisians, Lords of 
all between "Weser and Rhine, were wont to assemble in 
Parliament ’ {xvUhoui Fourth Estate, or any Eloquence except 
of the purely Business sort), — or what his thoughts on the 
late Ost -Friesland Bandbox Parliaments may have been ! 
He returned to Embden that night ; and on the morrow 
started homewards ; we may fancy, tolerably pleased with 
what he had seen. 

^Kjng Friedrich’s main Objects of Pursuit in this Period,' says a 
certain Author, whom we often follow, 'I define as being Three. 1°. 
Reform of the Law ; 2“. Furtherance of Husbandry and Industry in all 
kinds, especially of Shipping from Embden ; 3°. Improvement of his 
own Domesticities and Household Enjoyments,’ — renewal of the Ileins- 
herg Program, in short. 

^ In the First of these objects,’ continues he, ^ King Friedrich’s success 
was very considerable, and got him great fame in the world. In his 
sSecond head of effoits, that of improving the Industries and Husbandries 
among his People, his success, though less noised of in foreign parts, was 
to the near observer still more remarkable. A perennial business with 
him, this; which, even in the time of War, he never neglects; and 
which springs out like a stemmed flood, whenever Peace leaves him free 
for it. His labours by all methods to awaken new branches of industry, 
to cherish and further the old, are incessant, manifold, unwearied ; and 
will surprise the uninstructed reader, when he comes to study them. An 
airy, poetising, bantering, lightly brilliant King, supposed to be serious 



Djauily m tinned of War, how is lio moiling* and toiling, like aii ever- 
vigilnnt Land-Wtoward, like the most industrious City Merchant, hardest- 
working Merchant h Clerk, to iiioroaso his industrial Capital by any the 
•mallost item ! 

^Ono day, those things will doaorvo to bo studied to the bottom ; and 
to bo sot forth, by writing hands tliat are competent, for the instruction 
and example of Workers, ---that is to say, of all men, Kings most of all, 
wlion there are again Kings. At present, I can only say they astonish 
mo, and put mo to shame: the unresting diligence displayed in them, 
and the immense sum-total of thorn, --wliat man, in any the noblest 
pursuit, can say tlmt ho luis stood to it, six-aiid-forty years long, in the 
stylo of Lliis man? Nor did the liarvost fail; slow sure harvest, which 
Hudlced a patient Friedricli in Ids own day; harvest now, in oiir day, 
visible to overyimdy ; in a Pnissia all shooting into manufactures, into 
comnn^rces, opulenc-.es,-— I only liopo, not too fast, and on more solid 
terms tlian are univerHal at pnisunt 1 Tlioso things might bo didactic, 
truly, In various points, to Lliis Generation ; and worth looking back 
upon, from iU liigli altitudes, its triumphant Scrip-transac- 

tions and continents of gold-nuggets,— pleasing, It doubts not, to all the 
gods. To write well of what is called Political Economy'* (moaning 
thereby Increase of money’s-worth) is reckoned meritorious, and our 
nearest approach to the rational Hublimo, But to accompHslz said in- 
eroaso in a liigh and indisputable degree; and indisputably very much 
by your own endeavours wisely regulating those of others, does not that 
nppronclj still nearer the sublime? 

^'Po prevent disappointment, I ought to add that Eriodrioh is the 
reverse of orlliodox in Ib)litical Economy” ; that ho liad not faith in 
Kroe-'rrado, Imt the reverse; — nor liad over Ijoard of those ultimate 
Evangels, unlimited Ck>m petition, fair Start, and i)orfervid Race by all 
tiio world (towards ** (^houp-ajid’-Nn.sit/y'’ as the likeliest winning-post for 
nil the world), whicli liavo since boon vouchsafed us. Probably In the 
world there was never less of a Froo-Trador 1 Constraint, regulation, 
encouragen)ont, diHCOuragement, reward, punishment; these he never 
douhtod wore the melliiod, and tlmb government was good everywhere if 
wise, bad only If not wise. And sure OJiough these methods, whore 
luunan justice and tlio earnest sense and ijisight of a Friedrich preside 
over them, liavo results which difi'or notably from opposite cases that can 
be inmgbnul ! T)m desperate notion of giving-up government altogether, 
an ft relief from Imman blocklieadism in your governors, and their want 
even <ff a wisli to be just or wise, liad not entered into the thoughts of 
Friedrich; nor driven him upon trying to boliovo that such, in regard 
to any Human Interest wlialever, was, or could bo except for a little 
while In extremely developed chhos, the true way of managing it How 
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unwmriotlly Ins best in that kiiul, all liis life long. Alone 
among modern Kings; liis Inle Father the one exception; and 
even his Father hardly surpassing him in that ])articalar. 

In regard to Finbdeu and the Shipping interests, Ost- 
Friesland awakened very ardent speculations, which were a 
novelty in rrussian adaivs ; notliing of Foreign Trade, except 
into the Unutcd Hal tic, had been heard of there since the 
(Jreat FlceloFs time. The (Ireat Flcctor had shi]}S, Forts on 
Ihe (lonst of Africa; and tried liard for Atlantic Trade, — 
(Kit (»f tliis same J'hubden ; whcire, being ftunimoiied to protect 
in the Ironblcs, ho had got some footing as (kintiugcnt Heir 
wilhal, and kept a ‘Prussian Battalion*' a good while. And 
now, on inueh fairer terms, not less diligently turned to 
account, it is his (yroat-(h’an(lson'’s turn. Fricdrich''s successes 
in this de])artinent, the rather as Fhnbden and Ost-Friesland 
linvo in oiir tinio censed to be Jh’ii.ssian, aro not much wortli 
speaking of; hut they connect theniHolvcs witli some points 
still slightly mcniorahlo to us. How, for example, his 
vigilances and endeavours on this score brought him into 
ruhhiiigH, not collisions, but jcalouHics and gratings, with the 
Fiiiglish and Dutch, the reader will see anon. 

J/aw-reform is gloriously prosperous; llnsl)andry the like, 
and Sliipping InleresL itself as yet. Hut in the Tliird graiicl 
Head, that of realising the Ueiiislierg rrogmni, beautifying 
his DoinesLiciLies, and bringing Ids own Hearth and Ilonsc- 
hold lU’arer the Ideal, Fi’iodricb was nolliiiig like so successful; 
in fact liad no HnceesH at all. Tlmt Ilattering lloinsbcrg 
Ih’ograin, it is singular how I'Vicdrich cannot help trying it by 
every new clinnco, ))ov east tlic notion out of him that there 
nitisl; !)(» a kind of Muses*'- 1 leaven realisable on JOartli 1 That 
is the Hiogra])hic iMienomcnon which has survived of those 
Years; ami to that we will almost exclusively address our- 
selves, on bel\alf of ingenuous readers. 
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cirArTKu IX 

SKCONI) ACT OK TUK VOI/L'AIUK VISIT 


Voi.tairk’s Visit lusU'd, in »il), alxml/rhirly-two MontliH ; 
and is divisihU^ inln Thrin* Acts or Slagon, Tho (irst wo Imve 
soon: lu)\v it connnonml in l)ri|j;ldiuss9 hh of tho Kun, and 
ondcd, by Unit Ilirsdi husinoss, in whirl wiinlH of Hinoku and 
Hoot,— Voltairo rolirin^^ on Iuh ptussionalo prayer, to that 
silent (!ounlrv*-house whit’ll he enlls the Alaniui.sat ; there to 
lie in liospilal, and wnsli liirnself n little, and l(*t tlie skies 
wash them He Ives. 

Tlio llirneli business liavin/j;; blown-over, as all things do, 
Voltaire resumed his plnet! aiming the. (^lUrt-Planels, and did 
his m'ohd,ions ; striving to forget Dial there ever wius a 
llirseh, or a soot-exphision of that mdure. In words nobody 
remindetl him of it, the King least of all : and by degrees 
imitl.er.s were again toleruhly glorious, and all might have gone 
well enough; thougli the primal [lerfeet sphmdour, sncli 
fuliginous reminiseenn? lieing irn’llneenhle, never eonld hetjuite 
rc-atlained, The diamond C'ross of Merit, the ('hamherlain 
gold Key, hung hriglit upon the man ; a man the adiniretl of 
men. He had work to do; work of his own whicli he 
reckoned priceless (that immortal SihJr dv Louis Quatomi ; 
which he slood-hy, and honestly tlitl, while here; the one 
fixed axis in ihost^ fooleries and wliirlings of his) ;~work for 
tlie King, ‘two hours, one hour, u day,’ wlneli llie King 
reckoned pricelt'ss in its sorb For iViedricli himself Voltaire 
has, witli touches of real love coming out now and then, a 
very sincere admiration mixed with fear; and delights in 
shining to him, and being well with him, iis the greatest 
pleasure now left in life. Uesides Die King, ho had society 
enough, French in type, and brilliant enungli : plenty of 
society; or, at his wisli, what wm still better, none at all, 
He w/is bedded, boanh’d, lodged, n.s if hene/icent fairies lind 
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clone it for him ; and for all these things no price asked, you 
might say, but that he would not throw himself out of 
window ! Had the man been wise — But he was not wise. 
He had, if no big gloomy devil in him among the bright 
angels that were there, a multitude of ravening tumultuary 
imj)8, or little devils very ill-chained \ and was lodged, he and 
his restless little devils, in a skin far too thin for him and 
them I — 

U(*ckoning-ui> the matter, one cannot find that Voltaire 
ever could have been a blessing at Berlin, either for Friedrich 
or himself; and it is to be owned that Friedrich was not wise 
in HO longing fi)r him, or clasping him so frankly in his arms. 
As h'riedrich, by this time, probably begins to discover ; — 
though indeed to Friedrich the thing is of finite moment ; by 
no means of infinite, as it was to Voltaire. ‘At worst, 
nothing but a Htlle money thrown away (’thinks Friedrich: 

* Sure enough, this is a strange Trismegistus, this of mine : 
star firework shall wc call him, or terrestrial smoke-and-soot 
work ? BuL one can fence oneself against the blind vagaries 
of the man ; and get a great deal of good by him, in the 
lucid intervals.’ "I’o Voltaire himself the position is most 
agitating; hut lluni its glories, were there nothing more! 
liesiileH he is always ihinking to quit it shortly ; which is a 
great Hcdative in Irouhles. Wlmt with intermittencics (safe 
liidingH in one’s Mnrquml^ or vacant interlunar cave), with 
alternations of ofrencis and reconcilement; what with occasional 
actual IlightH to Faris (whitherward Voltaire is always busy to 
keep a postern open ; and of which there is frequent talk, and 
almost continual tliought, all along), flights to be called 
* visilH,’ and privately intending to be final, but never proving 
Ho,.--ahe Voltaire-Fricdrich relation, if left to itself, might 
]>erhapH long have staggered about, and not ended as it did. 
But, alas, no relation can be left to itself in this world, 
especially if you have a porous skin ! There were other 
French here, ns widl as Voltaire, revolving in the Court-circle ; 
and that, beyond all others, proved the fatal circumstance to 
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(Hiancollor Jarri^i'.s ono day, ‘ that when there an* two 
1‘Venehmeii in a Korei/rn Court or (’ounlry, one of llu*ni must 
i\{i\ (//hut {jtu' l"iui dvs (Iciuv /irr/.v.sr) ? ’ ^ Which sluH*ke<l the 
mind of Jarri|i;e,s ; but had a kind of tniih, loo. Jew Hii*Hch, 
rnn-into for low Hinug^Iin;^ purposen, Imd h(!en a ('ape of 
Storms, dinieuU to weather; hut the eonlintial lee-shore were, 
those Freiu’h, with a heavy gale on, and one of the rashest 
pilots! He (lid strike the hreakc’i's lliere, at last; and it in 
well-known, total shipwreck was the issut*^ Our Second Act, 
holding-out duhiouHly, in (*ontinual perils, till Autumn 
will have to pass then into a'rhird of darker com))lexion, and 
into Catastrophe vtay dark indeed, 

Catastrophe whicli, by fai*llu*r ill atTident, prov(‘d noisy in 
the extreme ; jiroducing world-wide shrii'ks from the. one 
party, stone-sileiKT from the other; which were answ(*red by 
unlimited liooting, catcalling and haha-ing from all parts of 
the Workl-'l'liealas ujum both the shrieky and the silent 
party; caballing not fallen tpiittr dead to this day. To 
Friedrich the tralealling wius not monu'iitous (being used to 
.such UiingH); though to poor Voltaire it was uidimiledly so: 

. — and to readers interesUal in Ihi.s memorable Fair of Men, 
Die rights and wrongs of llu* alVair ought to bt* rendered 
authentically conceivable, now at Iasi. Were it humanly 
possible,— after so much cal(*alling at random ! Sinelfungus 
has a right to say, speaking of this matU*v : 

' Noviu* wiiH such ri Jmnblo of loinl“rtmrin|< i^norau(u*H, doUiHumH luul 
nonfushuiH, oh llio curnMiL K(us>r(lH of it iiro. KdiltwH^ CHperiolIy French 
Kdilors, treating of a tty|M*rlKn'Oan, (‘innnevlan Hvihjeet, llk(^ Uds, am 
c«Hy-going“ creiiLnr(^H, Anil truly lliey have left. It for oh in a wonderful 
hULo, l)aU\U‘SH, luueli of Ik, hy nature; and, hy the lazy Kditurn, 
?s/«daliid Into very elmoH ; juml))iiifj: idoo)^ there, in mad di'fmnee of top 
mid holtom ; oflen the very Year p:iven wroiiK^ fell everywlmre of ia/.y 
(InrkueHH, lrra(]iai(*d only hy stupid ra^es, {ll-direeted juoekcrieH : and 
for issue, clieerfnlly niaUclouH hootinffs from the ^enerai moh of 
mankind, willi unhunnded contempt of tindr heltors ; which is not 

* Scyfarllj, ii. lyi ; cic., ck*. 
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pleasant to see. When mobs do get together^ round any signal object ; 
nnd editorial gentlemen^ with talent for it, pour-out from their respective 
barrel-heads, in a persuasive manner, instead of knowledge, ignorance 
set on fire, they are capable of carrying it far !— Will it be possible to 
pick-out the small glimmerings of real light, from this mad dance of 
will-o'-wisps and fire-flies thrown into agitation?* 

It will be very difficult, my friend ; — why did not you 
yourself do it ? Most true, ^ those actual Voltaire-Friedrich 
Letters of the time are a resource, and pretty much the sole 
one : Letters a good few, still extant ; which all had their bit 
of meaning ; and have it still, if well tortured till they give it 
out, or give some glimmer of it out ’ : — but you have not 
tortured them ; you have left it to me, if I would ! As I 
assuredly will not (never fear, reader !) — except in the 
thriftiest degree. 


Detached Features {not Jululous) of Voltaire and his Berli 7 \r 
Potsdam Environment in 1761-2 

To the outside crowd of observers, and to himself in gooa 
moments, Voltaire represents his situation as the finest in the 
world : 

‘ Potsdam is Sparta and Athens joined in one ; nothing but reviewing 
and poetry day by day. The Algarottis, the Maupertuises, are here; 
have each his work, serious for himself ; then gay Supper with a King, 
who is a great man and the soul of good company.' * * Sparta and 
Athens, I tell you : ^ a Camp of Mars and the Garden of Epicurus ; 
trumpets and violins, War and Philosophy, I have my time all to 
myself; am at Court and in freedom, — if I were not entirely free, 
neither an enormous Pension, nor a Gold Key tearing-out one's pocket, 
nor a halter (Itcou), which they call cordon of an Order ^ nor even the 
Suppers with a Philosopher who has gained five Battles, could yield me 
the least happiness.^ Looked at by you, my outside friends, — ah, had I 
health, and you here, what a situation 1 

But seen from within, it is far otherwise. Alongside of these warblinge 


^ CEiivreS) Ixxiv. 325, 326, 333 (Letters, to D’Argental and others, * 27th 
April— 8th May 17$ i ’). 
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of a heart gntleful to the hr^t of Kiog«, there goo«4 uu a aerit^ of 
iillerniu’e« to Niere Ihoiin, retimrkalile for tlm ini>^iy tlnvon Into menu- 
neHH Unit enti Im rerul iu them. HI henlth^ tli«routout, \iigue terror, 
HUH])ieioii thut dnro not go to «leo|> ; n Htinngn vngoe terrtir, or 

taking nil HlmpoN : a body diNva*UMl nnd a mind dUen^ed. hVnr, <jtinking 
ronlinunUy for nothing at nil, in not to he home iu n hnndsunm tnnnner. 
And it imw«, often enongli (iu Uie^o poor into IrnnHieul 

nndignity, into gUHU of treinhliug Imtnnl, vfitli a teudeury to relieve 
ouenelf hy jirlvnie »rnndnl of the h<ui«e we are iu. Seldom wna a 
mirtornhler wroug'Hulo eeeu to u hit of royal tajventry. A man hunted hy 
Iho lltUo devlln that dwell uuehniued within him«elf ; like I*euthemi hy 
the Mieuftd«» like ArUeou hy hi« own Doga. Nny^ without tIeviUj with 
only Ihorto lerrihlo UnveU of mine, and ^eorlmtie gums, it Is had enough : 
'CJlorious pronmtioiis to mo here/ sneers he hitteriy ; * hut one thing 
in ludiMputnhle, I have lost seven of my poor residue of teeth since 1 
enmo F In truth, we are in a sadly Hcorhutic state; ami that, and the 
devila wa lodge within ourNelven, }m tlie one real evil. (*ould not 
SiiHpiclon- * why cannot she! take her natural rest; and all these 
terrora vnnisli ? Oh, M. de ^‘oltaire I The prai lical jiurport, to Niece 
DeniH, ahenya Is : Keej) my retreat to Varis open ; in the name of 
Heaven, no ohalruclion that way I 

MiHembU* iiulml ; tt imui fatally unlit for Itin preHtutt 
elmnenl ! Hut he hah T\vo consitlcrnhln Smlalivca, ail along;; 
two, and no thinl viailih* ti> me. Smiativr Fir.H ; tluit hr 
nin, at atiy tiim\ (luit lliia iUuKlrioiia 'rarliirnaMlyaitmi* the 
envy tjf niankind ; -and indretl, pnudirnlly, ho ia ahvayn aa if 
on the Hlip ; thinking to ho oT shortly, for a tinm, or in 
perinancnca ; can hn off at onro, if Ihinga grow too had, 
Sfdalivo iSWoJul in far hnllt*r : Ilia own labour on hmh 
Quaiom\ which ia KtmuUly goitig on, nml tmtai have luH»n 
a potent quietua in thoM* (’tnuT^whirlwinds itiwanl and 
outward. 

From Herlin, already in Atitumn 17fd), Voluire writes to l)*ArgenUl : 
'1 aha'n't go to Italy thU Antnmn* (nor ever in my life), 'as I had 
projected. Hut I will come to see t^ou in tlie course of Novernher ' (far 
from It, I got into Simrr-'Sefttinr then I) And again, after some weeks: 
M have put-oflT my journey to Italy for a year. Next Winter too, 
therefore, 1 slmll see you/ on the road lliither, 'To mv ('ounlry, since 
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(tmiul tiH 1 can tlio Holy Fatlior^ ^v'ith a more look in passing.* ^ Let this 
ono, to wliiah many might ho added, sorvo as sample of Sedative First, 
or the power ami intention to bo olF before long. 

In regard to Sedative Second, again : ^ ^ ^ Tlie happiest eircum- 
fitanco is, brought with mo all my Louis-l^^oiirtccnth Papers and 
Kxcorpts. I got from Loii)zig, if no nearer, whatever Books are 
needed *' ; * and labour faithfully at this immortal Production. Yes, day 
by day, to seo growing, by tlio cunning of on6*s own riglit hand, such 
perennial Solotnoa's-Pomplo of a de Louis (luaiorxe : — which of 

your Kings, or truculent Tiglatli-Pilcsors, could do that? To poor mo, 
oven in tlio Potsdam tompests, it is possible ; what ugliest day is not 
beautiful that sees a stone or two added tliore ! — Daily Voltaire boob 
liirnsolf at work on his on tliose fmo terms ; trowel in ono hand, 

weapon of war in the otlior. And does actually accomplish it, in the 
course of this Year 17^1, — ^witli a great deal of punctuality and severe 
palnsUking; wliich readers of our day, fallen careless of the suliject, are 
little aware t)f, (»n Voltaire's behalf, Voltaire's reward was, that ho did 
not go mad in that Berlin oUsment, but bad throughout n bowor-aiiclior 
to ride by, King of France continues mo ns Gentleman of the 

Olmmber, say you; but has taken away my Title of Historiographer? 
'Hiftt latter, however, sluill still bo my function. '^My present inde- 
poudonco has given woiglit to my verdicts on mattorfl. Probably I never 
could have written this Book nt Baris." A consolation for one's exile, 
man v.uJdnL* ^ 

it is proper also to observe tliat, bosidos slilnlng ut the King's Suppers 
like no other, Voltuire applies himself houOHtly to do for his Majesty the 
Rumil work re(iuirod of liim, — tliut of Verso-correcting now and then. 
'Bwcj Specimens exist ; two Pieces criticised, Odt aux Prussirnsj and The 
Ari (ff IFar : portions of that Reprint now going on to the extent of 
Twelve (lopicH,* — woo lies iti one of them, most unexpected by tliis time I) 
^ a\t Donjon du (’hdtv.au ' \uuler benefit of Voltaire's remarks, Which 
ono roads curiously, not wltliout some Rurpriso.^ Surprise, first at 
Voltaire's olTicial lidollty ; his frunknesH, rigorous strictnesH in this small 
duty : then at the kind of correcting, instructing and lossoning, that bad 
ijoen (iemamlcd of him by bis Royal Pupil, More grammatical stylistic 
Hkln-deep work : nothing (or, at least, in tboRo Specimens notliing) of 
attempt upon the interior structure, or tlie interior harmony oven of 
utterance ; solely the PariHum niceties, graces, laws of poetic language, 

‘ Tj> D’Aiipoilal, * Berlin, r^ith September,-— Potsdam, rstli Octolicr, 1750’ 
Ixxiv. 220, 237), 

3 To Niece Deni,*? [(Ktivns^ Ixxiv. 2,^7, etc, etc,), ‘28111 Uctol>er 1750,’and 
jKub.scqucnl diUe?i, 

® In (Hm)res tU />///>/» , x, 276*303. 


would fain be taught from tlie fountam-hcad ; — one wonaers lus 
Majesty did not learn to spell, which might have been got from a lower 
source I— And all this Voltaire does teach with great strictness. For 
example, in the very first line, in the very first word, sot before him : 

^FrussienSf que la valeur condxdsU a la gloirc/ so Friedrich had written 
{Ode aux Prussims^ which is Specimen First) ; and thus Voltaire criticises : 
^ 'fhe Hero here makes his Prussiens of two syllables ; and aftorwardsj in 
another strophe, he grants them three. A King is master of his favours. 
At the same time, one does require a little uniformity ; aiid the iem are 
usually of two syllables, as SilisieTiSy AutvichxGtis ^ excepting the 

monosyllables bien. Wen’— Enough, enough !— A severe, punctual, pains- 
taking Voltaire, sitting with the schoolmaster’s bonnet on head ; ferula 
visible, if not actually in hand. For which, as appears, his Majesty was 
very grateful to the Trismegistus of men. 

Voltaire’s flatteries to Friedrich, in those scattered little Billots Avith 
their snatches of verse, are the prettiest in the world, — and a])p roach 
very near to sincerity, though seldom quite attaining it. Something 
traceable of false, of suspicious, feline, nearly always, in those fioductivo 
warblings ; which otherwise are the most melodious bits of idle ingenuity 
the human brain has ever spun from itself. For instance, this heading 
of a Note sent from one room to another, — perhaps with i)iocos of an 
Ode aux Prussiens accompanying : 

* Voui gui daignez me d4partir ‘ Je suie voire vuUade-n^f 

Zes fruits d^une Muse divine, JSt sur la casse et le sM 

0 Toif ft ne puis consentir Pai dcs notions non communes, 

Que, sans dat^ncr ni’cn ai;e7'^ir, iVous somines de mhie mdtier ; 

Vous alliez prendre m^decine. Pautdl de moi voxiS ddficTj 

'M cocker vos bonnes fortunes ? ’ 

Was there ever such a turn given to taking physic 1 Still better is this 
other, the topic worse , — heamoxThoids (a kind of annual or periodical 
affair with the Royal Patient, who used to feel improved after) : 

^ * (Ten or twelve verses on another point ; then suddenly — ) 

‘ Que la veins hhfiorroidah * Quand powrai^jc Pun style honnite 

De votre personne royals Dire : ‘‘ Le oul de mon hdros 

Cesse de troubler le repos / Va tout axissi bien que sa Utc ” / ^ * 

A kittenish grace in these things, which is pleasant in so old a cat- 

Smelfungus says : ^ He is a consummate Aitist in Speech, our Voltaire : 
that, if you take the word speech in its widest sense, and consider the 
much that can be spoken, and the infinitely more that cannot and should 
not, is Voltaire s supreme excellency among his fellow-creatures *, never 

^ In CEuvres de Frfdiric^ xxii. 283, 267. 


riviillod (t<» iny poor judgment) anywiioro boforo or Binco, — nor worth 
rivalling’, if wo know it well/ 

Another line cimnnstnnce is, that Voltaire has frequent 
leave of absence ; and in cllbct passes a great deal of his time 
altogether by hinisolf, or in his own way otherwise. What 
with 1‘Vioclricirs lleviow Journeys and Ihisiness Circuits, con- 
sidenible sei)iiralions do occur of themselves ; and at any 
time, Voltaire has hut to plead illness, which he often docs, 
with ground and without, and get away for weeks, safe into 
Uie distance more or loss remote. He is at the Manjuisat (as 
we laboriously make out) ; at Berlin, ii\ the empty Talacc, 
l)erlui])s in Lodgings of his own (though one would prefer the 
^ralh nud'-hod); nursing his maladies, which are many; 
writing his /.mtu ^ lonely altogether, your Majesty, 

iiml Slid of humouiV“" yet giving his cosy little dinners, and 
running out, pretty oftt'ii, if well invited, into the brilliancies 
and gaieties. No want of brilliant soeial life here, wliich can 
shine, more, or less, and ai>preciatc one's shining. The King's 
Supper-parlies— Yes, and these, though the brigldcst, are not 
the only bright things in our PoLsdam-Berliii world. Take 
with you, rentier, one or two of the the)\ and there Chief 
J‘'igiireH; Vollaire'a fellow-players; strutting and fretting 
their hour on that Stage of Life. They are mostly not quite 
strangers to you. 

We know the Huhlimo reri)etual President in lus red wig, 
and mihliine supremacy of Pure Science. A gloomy set 
figure; adeeting the sentenliouH, the ernplmtic and a com- 
posetl imjnvgnahilil.y,- - like the Jove of Science. With 
inmuMiNities of gloomy vanity, not compressible at all times, 
I'Vietlrieli always strove to honour his Perjietual President, 
and iluly adore the Pure Sciences in him ; but inwardly could 
not i[uite manage it, though outwardly ho failed in nothing. 
Impartial witnesses confosH, the King had a great deal of 
trouble with Ids gluomings and him. ‘Who is this Vol- 
taire?' gloomily thinks the Perpetual President to himself. 

A fellow witli a nimble Longue, Unit is all. Knows nothing 


whiih'vtT of Puro SrionccH, oxivpt whul fnirtion ur liuclun* 
he huH heg/^etl or .stolen from unwif. And lien* (hi* Kin^j 
of the worlil in raptures \vi(h him !' 

V^)llHire from of ohl had fuithfidly d<»ne his kowliaw to this 
King of tlu‘ Seienees ; ntul, witli n siud <»f terrori hutl sulfertj<l 
witli incmlit>le putieiiee a giTut deal from him. Hut then; 
eomea an etui to all thitigs; Vidiaiiv's patienee ttot exeepled. 
It lay iii the fates that MaujHTlttis sluntld steadily nmmm- 
late, day after tlay, and now mon' thntt ever herelofon*, upon 
the sensitive Voltaire, Till, as will he stTn, the simsiUve 
Voltaire eonld endun* it no longer; hut hml to explmle tiptju 
tltis big Holly (aecidettt lettding a spark); to giMilV like a 
Vesuvitm of eraekers, (ire -serpents anti sky roekel.s ; envelop 
the red wig, and mueh else, in delirious eenllaguitiou ; and 
protluee the eatfislrophe t»f lids Herlin Drama. 

D'Argeiis, pot))* ilisNohiti* en-)dun% is Ilje lie-l of Ilje l'Ve))c’h 
lot, lie has tjianm*tl, afti*r so matty tejupitrarv marriages 
with Aetresses, one Aetn*ss i*; permaneoee, Afamselle ('oehtjis, 
a patient kind being ; aiul sellletl now, at rol"»iiiun \\vvt% into 
perfectly composed liouselujid life, Really loves jM-itslrich, 
they say ; the only Krenelunan of tlu'in lhai iloi*s. Has 
al)undaiuT of liglit sputtery wit, and Provencal (ire atui 
ingenuity ; no ilhnalun* against imy man. Never injures 
anyhodVi nor lies at all about auUlung. A greiit friend of 
fine weatlu'r ; regrets, of his inheritanci H in Provence, ebieily 
(Uie item, ami I bis m)t overmtieh, the bright southern sun. 
Sits shivering in winter lime, wrapping himself ijj tnore and 
more llannel, two tire.ssing gowns, two nightcaps : loyal to 
UuK King, in good times and in evil. 

Was the King's friend hir thirty years ; lu*lpetl seveml 
meritoriouH peoph* to his Majesty's notice; and m^ver did any 
n)an a mischief in that {piarler. An ereet, guileless iigure ; 
very Udl ; with vivitl eouul(*nanee, chaotically vivid mind : 
full of bright Hallir*^, irregular ingemulies; had a hot lemjier 
too, which did )iot often run away with him, but .sometimes 
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did. He thrice inade a visit to Provence, — in fact ran away 
from the King, feeling bantered and roasted to a merciless 
degree, but thrice came back. ‘ At the end of the first 
stage, he had always privately forgiven the King, and deter- 
mined that the pretended visit should really be a visit only,' 

^ Reads the King's Letters,' which are many to him, ^ always 
bareheaded, in spite of the draughts.’ ^ 

Algarotti is too prudent, politely egoistic and self-contained, 
to take the trouble of hurting anybody, or get himself into 
trouble for love or hatred. He fell into disfavour not long 
after that unsuccessful little mission in the first Silesian War, 
of which the reader has lost remembrance. Good for nothing 
in diplomacy, thought Friedrich, but agreeable as company. 

‘ Company in tents, in the seat of War, has its unpleasant- 
ness,' thought Algarotti ; — and began very privately sounding 
the waters at Dresden for an eligible situation ; so that there 
has ensued a quarrel since ; then humble apologies followed 
by profound silence, — till now there is reconcilement. It is 
admitted Friedrich had some real love for Algarotti ; Algarotti, 
as we gather, none at all for him ; but only for his greatness. 
They parted again (February 1753) without quarrel, but for 
the last time ; ^ — and I confess to a relief on the occasion. 

Friedrich, readers know by this time, had a great appetite 
for conversation : he talked well, listened well ; one of his 
chief enjoyments was, to give and receive from his fellow- 
creatures in that way. I hope, and indeed have evidence, 
that he required good sense as the staple ; but in the form, 
he allowed great latitude. He by no means affected solemnity, 
rather the reverse ; goes much upon the bantering vein ; far 
too much, according to the complaining parties. Took 
pleasure (cruel mortal 1) in stirring-up his company by the 
whip, and even by the whip applied to raws ; for we find he 
had * established,' like the Dublin Hackney-Coachman, ‘raws 
for himself’; and habitually plied his implement there, when 

^ Nicolai, Anekdoteu^ i. II-75, etc. etc. 

* Algarotti Correspondence {CEuvres dt Fredhic, xviii. 86). 
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go oir in Ihe MilkH frutn tinu* to titue. It is trrlnin he 
conhlt e^^iH’eiiUly in hi« younger yeiir?i, pul iij) with n gmil. 
(leal of '/^inyisni, ingenious footery ntul rough tiunhling, if it 
hiui any htinis to tuinhle ow ; tl\ough with yenrs he iHH’nnie 
inoiti i^iturnine. 

Hy far his eliief Artist in thin kijul» imienl pro[)erly the 
only one, wan I^i Mellrie, whinn v.t- onee mw transiently ns 
Arinv-Surgeon at Vonlenoy : he is now out t)f all that (ilung 
out, with tlu* (logs at luH lieels) ; Inis Innui wvfe in Ihn'lin for 
Uireu veal's jnut. Fritnlrieh not only loleraleH the [Jour nmd- 
eaj), but taki*s Home pleaMin* in him : nuuieap ue miy, though 
poor Mettrie lim! nminrknhle gifts, exuln’ranl laughter one 
of them, ami wan far from intending to Ive nuuh Not 
Zanvinm, lait Wisdom of the highest nature, was what he 
drove at, imluekily, with open mouth, ami mind all in 
lunmll. lyit Mettrie had left (he Army, soon after that huay 
Funlenoy evening: (‘hivalnnis (iraimnont, Ids patron and 
proleetor, who had nuved him from many Mnape't, lay shot on 
the field. Iav Mellrie, rushing on with mouth o|>en ami mind 
in tumult, had, from of old, been eontinually getting into 
Hcrajms. UnortluKiox to a degree; the Sortuiime grt^siy for 
him long sinee ; sueh his audaeilieN in print, Idw In^nvy hits, 
boiatcrouH, (pii'/./ienl, logienh And now he had wt to attack- 
ing tlu5 Medical Faculty, to tjui//ing Mtnlicine in his wild way ; 
Doctor AMlmc, Doctor ThiH and That, of tlm celebrity, 
taking it very ill, So that I a Mettrie had t(» demit; to 
g(*t out of Kramu* rather in a luirry, lei*t wow hef(‘lh 

lie had htudied at I^’yden, under lltHuhaave. He had in 
fact couHulerable mwlicnl and oilier talent, liud ho nut been 
HO iunudtuouH and open''moulhmL He IUhI to Ivin'den ; and 
«lu)t forth, in nafety there, his fiery darts upon Surlamnc and 
Faculty, at his own disendion, whieh was always a vnnimum 
tluanlity : «-he had, before long, made I«(‘yden also too hot 
for hinii Hih Hookn gained a kind of eelelirily in the world ; 
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awoke laughter and attention, among the adventurous of 
ieadei‘s ; astonishment at the blazing madcap (a bon diablcy too, 
as one could see) ; and are still known to Catalogue-makers, 
—though, with one exception, U Homme Machine y not other- 
wise, nor read at all. VHomme Machine (Man a Machine) is 
the exceptional Book ; smallest of Duodecimos to have so 
much wildfire in it. This Man a Machi/ncy though tumultuous 
La Mettrie meant nothing but open-mouthed Wisdom by it, 
gave scandal in abundance ; so that even the Leyden Magis- 
trates were scandalised ; and had to burn the afflicting little 
Duodecimo by the common hangman, and order La Mettrie 
to disappear instantly from their City. 

Which he had to do, — towards King Friedrich, usual 
refuge of the persecuted ; seldom inexorable, where there was 
worth, even under bad forms, recognisable ; and not a friend 
to burning poor men or their books, if it could be helped. 
La Mettrie got some post, like D’Arget’s, or still more 
nominal; ‘readership’; some small pension to live upon; and 
shelter to shoot-forth his wildfire, when he could hold it no 
longer : fire, not of a malignant incendiary kind, but pleasantly 
lambent, though maddish, as Friedrich perceived. Thus had 
La Mettrie found a Goshen ; — and stood in considerable 
favour, at Court and in Berlin Society in the years now 
current. According to Nicolai, Friedrich never esteemed La 
Mettrie, which is easy to believe, but found him a jester and 
ingenious madcap, out of whom a great deal of merriment 
could be had, over wine or the like. To judge by Nicolai’s 
authentic specimen, their Colloquies ran sometimes pretty 
deep into the cynical, under showers of wildfire playing 
about ; and the high-jinks must have been highish,^ When 
there had been enough of this Friedrich would lend his La 
Mettrie to the French Excellency, Milord Tyrconnel, to oblige 
his Excellency, and get La Mettrie out of the way for a 
while. Milord is at Berlin; a Jacobite Irishman, of blusterous 
Irish qualities, though with plenty of sagacity and rough 
1 AnekdoUny vi. 197-227. 
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sense; likes Xak Metlrie ; uiul is iu>l much u fHvmuiit* with 
Friedrich. 

Tyrconnel luul suiil» at tint, uhen UuUumhurg, privult-ly 
from Friedrich, came lu consult him, " W hat mr, m |nucticnl 
form, those ^‘assistances fanu the (Huisti«n Majestv,'" 

should we viaKr Alliance with him. m ytmr I*;:^ce!lenc} pan 
poses, and chance to he atlnckisif'' * J/»r/A/rw. twinfauces 
enough’ (cMunneraling several): ‘wmu mfshku, si nms turns 
irompeZi voius sarz (rnush (if ymi thveive ih, you will Iw 
squelched)!'* ‘Hu had l)cen cIuvm^ii for hia lough tongue,' 
says Valori ; our French (onri licing piqutnl at iM iedi ich ami 
lUH sarcasms. Tyrconnel gives fqilendul tUnner^ ; \ oltnire 
often of them; tlocs not hne FtitMhun, imr in lovetl hv it. 
Nay, I sometimes think a certain Druum XtH-tiniUr (tif wluan 
by and l)y), hut do not know, may Ih* m\uv hungry Aitnehr 
of Tyreonners. nimgry Allnchr, 4nit tmt from the divine 
Slippers anil upper planelarv movemcnln, and teduml ti* look 
on them from Ids cold hutch, in a tlog like angry and hungry 
manner P Ills Hying allusitiUH to \'‘oUuuc, * Mm (FriednehV) 
stpu'lcMc trApoHoHy skeleton of an Apollo,' ami the hkn*, are 
harkings almost rabid. 

Of the military sort, nlnmt this time, Keith and Uotheu^ 
burg appear most fretpiently as guenU or cunqmnmnn. 
UoLhenhurg had a great deal of Ft iralrichV regait! ; Winter- 
fold is more a pruelicul ('onnHellor, and lUa-n not ahiiie in 
learned circles, as UoLhenhurg may. A iiery Miltlicr lim, thm 
Rothenhurg, withal ; a man prohiddy of many UhmU and 
(jualiLics, though of distinctly di'ciplunahh* lliere i^ next to no 
record of him or them. lie had n Farnuan Wife ; who U 
sometimoR on the point of coming with Nitre Umi^ to lh?rlin, 
and of setting-up their two French Imu^lmhi?* thert^; but 
never did it, either of them, to make an thicle or a Hudmnd 
Rothenhurg was bred a ('aihidic : ‘he tiea<U‘<i the 
subscription for the famous “ Knihalmy Kin ht ;' ' m delight* 
ful to the Fope and liberal ('lirintlun^ in tho^ yt^tra; ‘hut 
* Vtiluri, ii. Ijo, 
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never gave a sixpence of money,’ says Voltaire once : Catholic 
Kirlc was got completed with difficulty ; stands there yet, like 
a large washbowl set, bottom uppermost, on the top of a 
naiTOwish tub ; but none of Rothenburg’s money is in it. In 
Voltaire’s Correspondence there is frequent mention of him; 
not with any love, but with a certain secret respect, rather 
inclined to be disrespectful, if it durst or could : the eloquent 
vocal individual not quite at ease beside the more silent 
thinking and acting one. What we know is, Rriedrich greatly 
loved the man. There is some straggle of Correspondence 
between Friedrich and him left ; but it is worth nothing ; 
gives no testimony of that, or of anything else noticeable : — 
and that is the one fact now almost alone significant of 
Rothenburg, Much loved and esteemed by the Ejng ; 
employed diplomatically, now and then ; perhaps talked with 
on such subjects, which was the highest distinction. Poor 
man, he is in very bad health in these months ; has never 
rightly recovered of his wounds ; and dies in the last days of 
1751, — to the bitter sorrow of the King, as is still on record. 
A highly respectable dim figure, far more important in Fried- 
rich’s History than he looks. As King’s guest, he can in 
these mon ths play no part. 

Highly respectable too, and well worth talking to, though 
left very dim to us in the Books, is Marshal Keith ; who has 
been growing gradually with the King, and with everybody, 
ever since he came to these parts in 1747. A man of Scotch 
type ; the broad accent, with its sagacities, veracities, with its 
steadfastly fixed moderation, and its sly twinkles of defensive 
humour, is still audible to us through the foreign wrappages. 
Not given to talk, unless there is something to be said ; but 
well capable of it then. Friedrich, the more he knows him, 
likes him the better. On all manner of subjects he can talk 
knowingly, and with insight of his own. On Russian matters 
Friedrich likes especially to hear him, — though they differ in 
regard to the worth of Russian troops. ^ Very considerable 
military qualities in those Russians,’ thinks Keith : ‘ imper* 


in* /Nt'rii ij\i 

lurbahlv ohedioiit, J ^ Un\y}\ lit*rt*» AUti nn* In-nutu 

fiilly .^Irirt to your uutrr» ou ttii* jmnuir ^.jiuuiui or ulV.' 

* Pooh, tnrru ruhhi‘«ht mim < /irr/ thiuk * Krirdut h hIvwu**. 'I'u 
^vhit‘h K(‘ilh, unwilling to lugiu* iott li*ng» uiH iu»nw.i-r : * Wi^ll, 
it in po.ssibli* rnough your Mujr dv mny try tluun, sume ilnv; 
if I tun wrong, it will 1h* uH tin* tn tliT Idr * ' Wlurh 
Frintirich hutl tirninitni to nMiuinlivr l»y Aiut hv, Frinlrirh 
giTiiUy rt*.s|HH’iH thi?t hugurioio* gt*ntlrnuu» with tin'* l)rt»ul 
acroiit : hin lh'(*thrr, tin* l^uil Miuiithul, in loiw in hVatui’ : 
AinhtwHiulor nt ran?*^ ?»inro SrptmilH-r 17'* 1 
AlariNchtil, n Jaa»hito, for IVtin^unn Anihiomuhir in Pwrin ; 
Tyrctjunrl, Jnrohilis for Fiviu h Auilrn'injuitir \n Hrrlin ! ' 
gnnnhlu llu* KnglUh, 

Fntiiions ti/' F/rrnt.i tuul huiu f} tm To/foor in 

this I'iuH' ; jhuic uv less Ulumiutiiixr Xilun UiltarJ (k* thdet 

Ilrrc, .sftnrlrd friJin incur, lUr n frw ' (irr ilim/ not 
dancing or dislracti’d, htil authrnlif alh nnd nluck rm h on it.** 
Hj)il; hhedding a fertile gliunnrr mrr the ]4i\ nuignoin\ tjf thonr 
Fiflcru cnIiginoUK Months, to uu inuiginntnm that in diligent. 
Fractional ultrrancrH of Voltairr to luic’duch nnd oUirt.n (in 
abridged form, ahridgmrnl iiulicntitl] : tlir r^art dnir^i tm 
oftiMiest irrelrirvahly gone; hut Ihr ghinnni of light in 
indiH))utal)lr, nil the* more n.M, on Vollnnr*u jmvl, it U unntiv 
invohmiury, (rrouj)ing nnd M‘t|muu‘r mu^t hr other ihnu ihnt 
of Time. 

PoUdnm, 6th Juur ITra. KInn nn tliMl iUi Km^aluntt JaumI ; 

VolLftlro ftt INilsclam, * At wlmt thny taII the U* i cuujiletrt 

Molkinlr, preimrifig 0i cite he/nrr hin .MA^rat)* |Hiur 

trillcH of iScrlhhlinn. prcuifA of iwy Invr* Nre : ''feuue llhe fetihur)-, when 
yon Are not rvl IhUAclAitu it vrtnihl I (t‘«mA fmr )ru only** (luUe tliat, 
your Miijehty) I * * *^liul In return ftu tins t^ere Rent^ 1 
tho Sixth (‘amIo of your Art** (Art t(r ha tiurrrrj, i*ne t*f the *rwu |»u|ill 
An(bHe)u>uImn«tor mentiunrcl aIhop); ** I the /^***/ 

to tho 'reuiplo of »\tArM, It is fcir ynu, »hiiie of luen, to htiiUl tliAl 

^ * L«U I’uliilAni jHih Auj^oU * (lU^lcrd^-c^k, l. 
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loinplo; ju} it was for Ovid to of Ix)vo, and for Floraco to give an 
Art of Pootnj,** (Laying it on proUy thick I) ^ * 

Thom again, iator (after sovero Htiidy, font la in hand) : ^^Slro, I roturn 
your Majeaty your Six Canloa ; I Hurrendcr at discretion (ha laisae carte-' 
hlancho) on tliut queatiou of * i)\cloire.^ The wliolo Poem is worthy of 
you : if I had nmdo this Jouruoy only to aeo a thing ao unique, I ought 
not to rogrot my Ch)untry.*' * * And again (still no date); Qnmd 
Dku ! ia not all tliat" (JJktory of the Great ICkctorj by your Majesty, 
which I am devouring with auch np])otito) ^^neab, elegant, precise, and, 
Above all, philosophical T' — ^‘^Siro, you are adorable; I will pass my 
days at your feel. Oh, never nmlce game of mo {dea niohea) 1" Has ho 
been at that, say yon I ^‘’If the Kings of Denmark, Portugal, Spain, 
etc. did it, I Hhould not care a pin ; they are only Kings, But you are 
the groalost man that ])erhaps over reigned." ^ 

h on learn of ahsritrr, near hij ; mshea to bo called ai/ain (No date). — 
^'Siro, If you like criticism, if you tolerate Hincero praises, if you 
wish to perfect a Work" {Art do la Guerre, or sonio otlier as Huhllmo), 
^Svhich you alone in lOurope are capahlo t)f doing, you liavo only to bid 
a Hermit come upsUnrH, At your orders for all his life." * 

In Berlin Palaee : idcaae don t turn mo out! (No date) — * * *'Noxt 
to yon, 1 love work and retirmnent. Nolnnly whatever complains of mo. 

I ask of your Majesly, in order to keep umilterod the ]m))pincHH I om'o to 
you, this favour, Not l(» turn me out of the Ai)artmeut you deigned to 
give me at Berlin, till I go for Paris" (always lalldng of that). ^^If I 
were to leave it, Uiey would put in the (la/.eltos tliat I" — Oh, what 
xvouldn't they put in, of one that, l)elonging to King Friedrich, lives as 
It were in tljo Disc of the Sun, conspicuotis to everybody 1 — '‘I will go 
out" (of Ibo ApartmmiL) ^^wlien hoiuo Prince, with a Suite needing it to 
lodge in, comes; and then the tiling wdll behononralilo. (Biasot" (gone 
to Parift) 'Mms hoen talking "•‘-unguarded things of mo! ^1 liavo not 
uttered the least poinplaiut of (Ihasot: I never will of (Jhasot, nor of 
thoHo who have sot him on' (Mauporluis belike): M forgive evoiy- 
thing, I !'« 

Roihenhurg iUl VoUaxro haa been to are kivi ('Berlin, Lith,’ no month ; 
year, loo surely, as wo shall find I Loller is Fa Verse ), — "Liohor- 
kiihu was g<»ing to kill ]mor HoUienhurg; to send him ofi* to Pluto, — for 
liking his dish a little ;—mouHtor Lielierklilin 1 But Doctor Joyous," 
yonr render, I>a Meltrie,— led by, need 1 say whom? — "has brought him 
back to UR :*-lhink of Lioborldlhii's solemn stare 1 Pretty contrasts, 


‘ In Giuvris dfi xxli. 271, 273, 
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of Hublimi' K^iuv vulh un^lrr IKk^ in-,\->k nj Foliy. 

Miiy tlio liu'hiiir rlu'jilui \rou“ Ui««^*«ra hrr^^ il, rx»jmsnfo rt^mlpr, 

thnt of t ill r/ooi t ilr*il <iSiM%r ♦ 

And thoM (n tUy nr tv%o wlirr ; !***< his^'jnMuhioiUl U* rMjiui trinity 

miU'H, hut wiuitiOM to hnnw); ^''Mrr, tu« dnohi i^*HU*r mAlmn 

joytux) iiHM iuforiu^d your JVfuir^ty ttuiit wlirn wo i^fftvrd, ihp wm 

HloopiUiiC tmoipiil ; und (‘ullirnin^ rtn^tiri'd ue, in Uui tht^rr* 

dmim'r. I kuonr uni Ruu-r>» toil i «tsi itcMu^dc'd ^mir 

MujonLy iny jouritpy'* (of » atr^rt or iwo), mw## you ajmsik of 

it, Ihuu ! 

to ou Kt’r‘!iiti*i l^art^ ootr oud £5«*u CTo Nu'«-«» iv^ou) * • 

' Mitilriin 'ryt*i’oanrr tl'ri‘ti« h I'At oUrso \ \ W tf*') pUu*ty of fuoi )(^r{i|iU 
nt hor liouHt' t»n nn ovniinji ; j>rrhrt|py tiH» ottiuy' louri of tho hrat houac^} 
in llerlin, thin of iny I*ord ly rronntd'j*, wo ffri|urfU a K**^»d iItaI). 

* * * Mmlnnu' vr*ry wril liirou^rh h«*r |^Aft of (in tloisMi 

old pluynrlinx tiiin^« of onr»); * novrr hawt so trr^^ra «rUh foa-r oyra/ 
Iniw HhtnthI you ! 

**Ah to Milord 'ryrrnnnrl, ho la of dJ^soU/' lnah in 

ri'nlilVi loitl n ilioitf^hi Idioitonois. " Hr liAa ♦ tintlrne^rd r«uatir 

way of talk I and 1 kntotr loit ulmt of trank ^hirh non finda in iha 
Kiifflinli, and doo« not unoally hnd in in^^raairo of hia ifado. Krt^nrh 
'IVaKiulii'H playt'd at Hrrlin, I inyarlf tuk:ri$^ part ; an Koj^diahmau Kn^uy 
of hVaiiro tliora : htranp:o riM'nfn«Uin r« Ihrao, attend ihnv Vr*9, that 

lultor OHprciwlIy ; ami Milord MarurSml ot»r rmerjs in |;u\iuy i*ith y«ul 
Whiidi tlia KiiKli^h nolo, aulkily^ soa a ^artillirf «>nipt*im. 

At Polittlttmi ffrvih n/ f/mno/^rrj (No tUtt>) » # <• flnt, Jiiro, oua 
Un't alwaya pt'rrluul an iha wnmitnl of Fanmoana , »»np i» a nmn l lnua 
uro HloknoHMaj* ahout ; 1 tlid not hnuK* an athSoio'a hr^ihh to ihm*^ 
])avla ; and lUa su'orlmlia )nimour v>hst U U rnv lifo rmdrr^a mo 

truly^ of all that aro aiok, tho nit'krr.t I urn shanlulply alonr' from 
niorniitfi till ni^^ht. My tino fitd»t'r« ia tltr^ ni'tr'a^^^n ’^doaauro of takini^ 
ilia air, I hatliink mo of walking, and rlraiiuj^* nn hoad a llttU, in 
your liurdanM at rot*»rlain. I fain y A ia a |iornnttr«! thni|f ; I pfo»ont 
myaalf, imurliif^ ; - I find Iiuko doula t»f tJronadmr#, wtla» rUp Itayonou in 
my holly, who rry /'orf^ .''Wrr.imrnf, and /vr K (o/f^ Suktrmrns, 
Tho ICitifff qulta toloraidy aptdt) \ "And I t«ko in my horU, aa AMsUmm* 
and vHiixona would do hrfora thorn. Ha\n )on o^rr fotul, that in liltiaV 
or MnrcuH-AnraUuH’N tianlona, a poor do> il nf a tmuj»e,h IWt ’* In ehurl, 
it fthnll ho mondml.^ 

' To iFAlpruUl {htA ,U ln'ror. 

* (/u4tfr^s t/i ^ x\U, Jiyj. 



CHAP. IX.] SKCONl) ACT OF VOLTAIRE’S VISIT 327 

April i75**J«l’y 

Jhm bem Imfxng it on too thick (No dato ; in Marcus 

Auvolius was wont wo know who that is : Wlmt of Marcus, 

thou P) A certain lover of his priory {still in ver^e) spoko ouco, at 

Supper, of a magnanimity of Marcus's at which Marcus" (ilattoi-y too 
tliick) ‘^rather gloomed, and sat quite silent, — which was another fine 
saying of Ids " (ends vem, starts prose) : 

'' Pardon, Sire, some hearts that arc full of you 1 To justify myself, I 
dare supplicate your Majesty to give one glance at this Letter (lines 
poucll-inarkod), which has just oomo from M. de Chauvellu, Nephew of 
Uio famous Oarda-des-Saeaux, Your Majesty cannot gloom at him, 
writing those from the fnlnoss of his heart ; nor at ino, who " — Pooh ; 
no, then I Porliaps do you a niaho again, — poor restless follow ! ^ 

rotsdam Palmr. (No date): iS'/re, 7««v J change mg room? * * 
ascond to your anto-chamborH, to find hoiuo one hy whom 1 may ask por- 
mission to speak with you. I find nobody ; 1 have to return : " and 
what I wanted was this, '^your protection for my A'hWa de Louis Quutorjeei 
which I am ahout to print in IJerlin.'' Surely, — but also this : 

‘M am iinwtdl, I am a sick man born. And witlml I am obliged 
to work, almost ns mutih ns ymir Majesty. I pass the whole day 
alone. If you would permit that I might sliift to the Apartment next 
the one 1 have,- 4o that wliero (lonoral Jlredow slept last winter, — 
I should work more commodiouHly. My Secretary (C'ollini) and I could 
work togoLher there. I should have a little more sun, which is a 
great point for mo. — Only the whim of a sick man, porliaps I Well, 
oven HO, your Majesty will have pity on it. You promised to make 
me liftppy/* * 

[ suHpevt that I am suspected (No date). — ^'Slro, if I am not brief, 
forgive mo. Yesterday the faithful !>' Argot told mo with sorrow that 
in Paris people w’oro talking of your Pnom." Iloniblo; Imt, oh Sire, — 
showed him the eighteen Lottors that f received yesterday. 
They are from (Vul I/,," all ahout Finance, no blabbing there i ^'Permit 
mo to sojid you now the last six from my Nleco, numbered hy her own 
hand” (no forgery, no fluppression) ; deign to luist your eyes on the 
places I linvo underlined, whore she Bpoaks of your Majesty, of D’Argena, 
of Potsdam, of I )' Ammon" (to whom she caift lie Phyllis, innoconb 
being) ! c/um VoUalre^ must I again do some rncho upon you, then ? 
Tie Home tin-canister to your too-senHltivo tali? What an element you 


rcviHOil Kditlnn vvliioh U 4u rvi.V.ai' ; Uj 

muHtho, well ou in 17*^). Kfanlrsi h £*. V..ttAirif. ; 

“ I Imvo juht Hoeu hrouK^*^ wl»u h rr*|uir<^ to 

lmptl/.o(l, in tlH> jmnm uf A|h*Uu, m ihits ui lltpjM.i-ronp. 

Urnriutie U to ^^ultouihor yn\ vjrsll iht' 

to hr\n^ hor, this m-oniuK «t hv<i. to th 0 F^Uirr'a Ap^f Ine^ju. i)\Ar^ 
Aonmi will h& ihoio; luol lh«^ Ijtm^amtnio of Af.ni 4} will lu 

tlio poor infants ovt^r ihp Font, ' 

I>H(jn (0 suij (/' / Aotv A® %hv>y wntn 8*i in^ from !*« 

that I am In tllHgraro with )om, I s»» tt»nt ytni 

(loljin to aay If I Favo iliapka'^r*! in wuiiUooii ‘ M«y wroriK 
iguoTftiu'o or from ovt'r-itt*al J hvit wUh tav h<'Att nrypr ' { liv^ in t 

pmfoiindrHt rotrt^nl; '' Vour tt^^oram 

oium vouoljHrtfoil '* (fftumus nofoiimnt of Aoi^uai ;:J4r I wriU^ only 
iny Niot’O, I ** (a pn^jo mt»ro of this) liav«i my mrrits, a 

ftlmoUitoly no hIUmu'o at nlL^ Mn ttm ^*i(t of .sprf’. h )m ia tho )fi 

hrilllunL of mnnkintl/ Buid .'^molfmiKo® , htti ui thr» of Mbm a wl 

a (lofiri(Mn*.y I Frioilrioh will haw-' to do that for r«'o, it would 


ftcrIiUf i>rmnhfr 17^1 '* l*c Jh nf' 

M)iir I^mis is out, Hut, Ilrti^Yro#, *<w', jiour Majo^ly 

Firato I^riiitor, at Frankfurt on Odor, ha® i*<wtn k»omk »m jMfallpl « 
UH^ all Urn whilo ; nud Itrri' U hia tool t*h«l» U »u Kdiis.m tm w 
too! Hiolfidfl/ fantnatit follovr, * had pfoof «|itviU ; Ihrlfrhl aunt th 
t(» a Proft'HHtir tiuin\ llmuftli I don't hUnm Ihrlfrld * fr»^anll imj uudr 
Frolpr.t mo, your Majraly; Urdrr all raiKi+ially wtt|^on9 

tadj)v.if;^j to ho Btoppod, to lio M^arrhrd. iMut ih«> UiMnk® throw u out, 
rowla you hut a woril I * 

Quito ft Hiinplo tiling: ** All FniaaU to ih^ rrmum think* an ard 
Vropriotor of thuHO Frouf almoU lint lhr»n, nrni rUy, hrar# i 
Holiicnlmrj( Ib (load. That tlio «ilot*i Utilhruhurg Uy d)Ui|?, whtlt» 
voral V^)ltniro whn writings ftmlcnra, to » «unk In gr 

'^Uepoiit, ho Hurry, Im ashttmotl F* hr myti in him«w<lf; and dmni 
fttantly try j--hut with Uula Hurraaa ; Frankfurt nn ndrr, t*ah \Xm H 
fold proof-Hhoota, Htill jangliiiK ahnig^ ronirjuptddy audihb, fur &ci 
timn.^ And oflorwurdB, from Frankfurt nu Mayn nrwr aorrow ri*p« 
UniH Quatorxfif aa will Im imrn. Frirdrirh'* grarf fur Uothpiihurg 
deep and Hovore ; * ho had vi«itptl him that laai night/ *»y %\\p lh>u' 
^ftud (luittod hU htnlHldo, Hllrnt, aanl all iu tmr«/ U U rnttudy wim 

Biography the fiilont Htdhonburg now ha», 


' OUtvm (h /'WiUn'i^ xxii, '4f»6. 
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J*\om the current Narratives, os they are called, readers 
will recoiled:, out of this Voltaire Period, two small particles 
of Event amid such an ocean of noisy froth, — two and hardly 
more : that of the ‘ Orange-Skin,’ and that of the * Dirty 
Linen.’ Let us put these two on their basis ; and pass on : 

The Oraiige-Skin (Potsdam, 2 d September 1751, To Niece Denis), — 
Good Iloavons, mon ei^arU, wliat \h this I hear (through the great 
Dionysius -Ear I muintnin, at such expense to myself) I * * 'La Mettrie, 
u man of no conHCiiuonce, wlio talks familiarly with the King after their 
reading ; and wltli me too, now and then : La Mettrie swore to me, that, 
speaking to the King, one of those days, of my supposed favour, and the 
hit of jealousy it excites, the King answered him: "I shall want him 
sUll about a year you stpieevie the orange, you throw away the skin 
(on en jette l*tU'.orc.c ) ! " * Here is a pretty l)it of babble (lie, most likely, 
and bit of mischievous fun) from I)r. Joyous, 'It cannot he true, No I 
And yet— and yet — ?* Words cannot express the agonising doubts, the 
quoHtlonings, occnsionally the horror of Voltaire: poor sick soul, keeping 
a Dlonyslus’-Kar to boot 1 This blurt of I^a Mottrio's goes through him 
like a shot of olootricily througli an elderly sick Household-Cat ; and he 
Hpeaks of it again aiid over again, — though wc will not farther. 

IHrly lAncn (Potsdam, 21th July 1752, To Niece Denis). — * 
'MauperUiis has discrcotly sot the rumour going, that I found the 
King’s Works very had ; tliat I said to some one, on Vorsos from the 
King coming In, “Will ho never tiro, then, of sending me his dirty 
linen to wash ?” Vou obliging Mauportuis 1' 

Rumour sayK, it was General Maimstein, once Aide^de-Camp in Russia, 
who had come to have his Work on liuma revised (excollout Work, 
oRon quoted by u» *), when the unfortunate Royal Verses came. Per- 
haps M, (le Voltaire did say it: — why not, had it only been prudent? 
Ho really likes those Verses much more than I ; but knows well enough, 
mb roe/li what kind of Verses they are. This also is a liorrihlo suspicion ; 
tliat the King should hoar of this, — as doubtless the King did, though 
without going delirious upon it at all.^ Thank you, my Perpetual 
President, not the loss 1 — 

0/ Afaupr.rtuia^ in sucroHm^ Phaaea . — * * ''Maupertuis is not of very 
engaging ways; he takes my dimensions harshly with his quadrant: it 

* Did get out at last,— in England, through Lord Marischal and David Hume ; 
«ee Pnfttft to it (London, i 7 do). 

^ ''I'o Niece Denis,’ dates as above {QLuvns de Voltain^ Ixxiv, 408, Ixxv. 17 ). 



U nnid Ihrri' (Mitern Huuu'lhiii^ nf ruvy uin lititsi. » ♦ A Htinunvlmt 
Hurly ; not tin* ; liiul, tnit)} ti> tm)\ ri>h»itlonil»ly »<utjk 

hori’ ni)* n*Ar|jjiMitu(). 

* * “M oiulurt' MnnjH^luiN, ijdI lin\ I um^u hIjUi to umIUmj him, I« 

aU I'uunirit'H lijt'rt' uri' iu*ttu‘iulilo tVllnw**, with whom you un* ohllm'd to 
livo, tliou^^h it iliilU'olt* Ih' )m^ oi'vrr ror^lvrn iitn fnr“ ‘omitting; 
to cits< him/ oil". At TarU ho Imd iho Arailomy id* Si'lom’ort into 
tronhlo, and himMdfinto ilUUko r) ; thou vnmo ih\n Itorlln 

offer. Fioiiri, when .\fooportiii«t lallrd tiJ take loavo, ropouttjd 

th«l vorno of Virjt(il, AV fdd rn/oofo/i tvoiof Mm c/iro ro;jh/o, h’lotirl 
mlgiht have wliUporod imioh 0* him»Hdf : hiit ho w«» n mihl Rovorelj^n 
lord, and roig:mHl in a ^(onllo judilo iimtinor. I swoar to ytm, MaoportnU 
diu'« md, In IHh nhop '* (Iho Aondomy horo) ^tltoro, (hoi ho thankoil, 

1 novor Ko. 

**110 \\M prlntoil ft littlo ramphiol on IlttjijdnoM’i (Aor h /MnArur) ; 
it iH very dry and minorohlo. UomimU y»m nf .VtlvorliNomonla for 
lhing« lost, wo poor a rhanoo of hniliiiK thorn ag;^'*** Happino«^ iw 
not what lio t.(i ihti'^o ^idm roatl hnu, to tlinno wlit) tivo with him; 
ho l« not hioiHolf happy, «ml Wf<juld Im 8»rry that olhorg woro“ (to 
Nioi’o UoniM thin). 

w n vary aamd )lfo lirro, Madamo'* (Madamo d'ArrtonUl, an 
oulMido parly) : ** it would Imvo tiotm »n«iro no, if Mainwrlui« hml liked, 
Tho wIhIi to ploa^^o, j« nt> pari of Ins j^'roinotriirtl aiodJo^ , tlio prtddom 
of being; a^trooahlo ti> Hvo with* not ono ho haa roIvoiI.** * Aihl lhi« 
Anoi'doto, vrhirh in partly D'ArKol'a, sofl w<»flh rmlit : 

* VolUitfi lifttl ilimior party, Manportiji** ono »tf thorn ; party nlUl in 
iho drawing" rt)o*n| dinner j\Jwl rondtig up. •* Trogiiloni, your liouk, 
Hur h //rm/ioor, Imw given ino ploaMuro,** waid \*oUairo, joditoly' (vory 
politoly, rouHldoring w)ml wo lm\o junt road) ; ' given nm jdoaNuro, 

a few o!>Nrnrilif^ oxooptod, of whirh wo will talk togrthrr &timo *Honing.’' 
'* OhMOurilioit ?** Hnld Mauportni*i> in a gltninty arhitrary t^nio : **‘i'horo 
may ho Nuch for ytm, Monaloor !*' \hiltairo hdd Kh hand on tho 
Prorihlonl*« Nhouldrr* (yolhiw wig noar hy), * hiokod at him in stlonoo, 
with m«ny-tw inkling glanco, gaioty tho topnnmt oxpro»sa|on, hut hy »to 
moana tho noIo one : ** l*roaidout, 1 owtrem yn\i, Jm i^»na tniitw, mon 
i yon ara liravo ; yoti want war : wo will have it. Mot, in tlm 
Huuvn while, lot uw «'al lim King'» roaai moat ." ** 

FriodridiH An^wura to thoM* I.<dtor»4» if ho vvrota 

* (Kfnrtt (/a rVMn>r, linsiv. ;tpi. ^^4 {^Oi May t7^r, and l^ih MAt»U 

to the U'ArgcnuU } to Nir*r Ucms (hih N4>vcmi*rr 1750, at\d j^th Aogo 4 
175th litxiv. 3150, jHs. 

^ Duvcrnet MAftm al hini. alwavNh m n6, 
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any, arc all gone. Probably lie answered almost nothing ; 
what we have of his relates always to sjiccific business, receipt 
of Louis Quator^c^ and the like ; and is always in friendly 
tone. Handsomely keeiiing Silence for Two ! Here is a 
snatch from him, on neutral figures and movements of the 
time : 

Frmlrich to Wi/hrfmha (Novembci* 17thj 17^]).— ^ I think the Mnrgraf 
of AnHiJftch will not have stayed long with you, IIo is not made to taste 
the HwootH of society : his passion for hunting, and the tippling life he 
loads this long time, throw him out when ho eomofi among reasoimhlo 
porsons,* 

* * expect my vSistor of Brunswick, with the Duke and their 
eldest Girl, tho dtli of Jioxt month,' — to Carnival hero, Mt is seven 
years shute the Queen (our Mamma) has soon hor. She liolds a small 
Hoard of Wit at Brunswick ; of whieli your Doctor/ — (Doctor Superville, 
Diitclj-Fronchj wJjoho ])orim)nal merit now 3ft, TJ)at lio did not burn 
Wllhohnina’fi but left thorn safe to posterity, for long centuries), 

—'of which your Doctor Ik tho director and oraclo. You would burst 
oulriglit into laughing when she Hjieukft of tboHO matters. Her natural 
vivacity and IuihIc lias not left her liino to get to the bottom of anytliing ; 
Kho sklpH contiiiunlly from one Hul»joct to tho otiior, and gives twenty 
doclHioiiH in a mlnutc'/ ' 

Alxmt a montli he fore lloLlionburg's death, which was so tragical to 
Friedrich, there had fallen out, willi ii hidooiiH dash of farce in it, the 
death of La Mollrio, Hero aro 'fwo AccouuU, by dilToront hands, — 
which reproHont to uh an imimuiHity of hahble in the then Voltaire circle. 

La MeUriiulkx.- I’wo accounts : 1*. King Frlodrich's : to Wilholmina. 

‘ 21fit November * '* We liavo lost ])oor La Mottrio. Ho died 

for u piece of fun : ate, out of hnntcr, a whole plionsaut-ple ; Imd a 

horrible indigestion ; took It into bis head to liavo blood lot, and con- 
vince the Gorman DoctorB that hi coding was good In IndlgoBtion. But it 
HticciuMled ill witli him : ho took a violent fever, which passed into 
putrid ; and carried him off, He Is rngretted by all that know him. Ho 
wa« guy ; //on dlaWc, good Doctor, and very bad Author : by avoiding to 
read his Hooks, one could manage to l>c well content with InmKolf.'^ 

2*. Vollniro’s: to Niece Denis (not bifl first to hor): Potsdam, 

2dlh December 17fiL ^ * 'No end to my nstonisbmout. Milord 


* (Fttvm ih I'ridhk^ xxvii. i, 202 \ — On Superville, see Preiiss’s Note, 
^jV/, 5(3. ^ CFuvr^s lit FriiUriCi xxvii. i, 203, 
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Tyrcounel/ always ailing (died here hiinself)^ ^ sends to ask La Mettrie 
to come and see him, to cure him or amuse him. The King grudges 
to part with bis Reader, wlio makes him laugh. La Mettrie sets out ; 
arrives at his Patient's just when Madame Tyrconnel is sitting down to 
table ; he eats and drinks, talks and laughs more than all the guests ; 
when he has got crammed {en a jusquau menton), they bring him a pie, 
of eagle disguised as pheasant, which had arrived from the North, plenty 
of bad lard, pork-hash and ginger in it ; my gentleman eats the whole 
pie, and dies next day at Lord Tyrcouners, assisted by two Doctors,’ 
Cothenius and Lieberkiihn, ^ whom he used to mock at. * * How I 
should have liked to ask him, at the article of death, about that Orange- 
skin ! ' ^ 

Add this trait too, from authentic Nicolai, to complete the matter : 
^An Irish Priest, Father Macmahon, Tyrconnel’s Chaplain’ (more power 
to him), ^ wanted to convert La Mettrie : he pushed into the sick-room ; 
— encouraged by some who wished to make La Mettrie contemptible to 
Friedrich’ (the charitable souls). ^ La Mettrie would have notliing to do 
with this Priest and his talk ; who, however, still sat and waited, La 
Mettrie, in a twinge of agony, cried out, *^JSsus Marie!** Ahy m\u 
voild, enjin retournc d ces noms consolateurs I ** exclaimed the Irishman. 
To which La Mettrie answered (in polite language, to the effect), 
^^Bother you !” and expired a few minutes after.’ ^ 

Enough of this poor madcap. Friedrich’s Eloge of him, read to the 
Academy some time after, it was generally thought (and with great 
justice), might as well have been spared. The Piece has nothing noisy, 
nothing untrue ; but what has it of importance ? And surely the subject 
was questionable, or more. La Mettrie might have done without Eulogy 
from a King of men. 

* * 'He had been used to put himself at once on the most familiar 
footing with the King* (says Thiehault, unbelievable), Entered the 
King’s apartment as he would that of a friend j plunged down whenever 
he liked, which was often, and lay upon the sofas : if it was warm, took 
off his stock, unbuttoned his waistcoat, flung his periwig on the floor 

— highly probable, thinks stupid Thiebault ! 

'The truth is,’ says Nicolai, 'the King put no real value on La 
Mettrie, He considered him as a merry-andrew fellow, who might 
amuse you, when half-seas over (entre deux vins). De la Mettrie showed 
himself unworthy of any favour he had. Not only did he babble, 
and repeat about Town wbat he heard at the King’s table; but he told 
everything in a false way, and with malicious twists and additions. This 
he especially did at Lord Tyrconnel, the then French Ambassador’s 

» CEuvres de Voltaire, Ixxiv. 439, 450. a Nicolai, Anekdoten, i, 20 n. 

• Thiebault, v, 405 (calls him * La Mitherie ’ ; knows, as usual, nothing)# 
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table, where at last he died.’ > But could not take the Orange-skin along 
with him ; alas, no I — 

On the whole, be not too severe on poor Voltaire 1 He is 
very fidgety, noisy ; something of a pickthank, of a wheedler ; 
but, above all, he is scorbutic, dyspeptic ; hagridden, as soul 
seldom was ; and (in his oblique way) appeals to Friedrich 
and us, — not in vain. And, in short, we perceive, after the 
First Act of the Piece, beginning in preternatural radiances, 
ending in whirlwinds of flaming soot, he has been getting-on 
with his Second Act better than could be expected. Gyrating 
again among the bright planets, circum-jovial moons, in the 
Court Firmament ; is again in favour, and might — Alas, he 
had his Jellow-moon^^ his Maupertuis above all ! Incurable 
that Maupertuis misery ; gets worse and worse, steadily from 
the first day. No smallest entity that intervenes, not even 
a wandering La Beaumelle with his Book of PenseeSy but is 
capable of worsening it. Take this of Smelfungus ; this 
Pair of Cabinet Sketches, — ^ hasty outlines; extant chiefly,’ 
he declares, ‘ by Voltaire’s blame ’ : 

La Beaumelle. — Voltaire has a fatal talent of getting into quarrels 
with insignificant accidental people ; and instead of silently^ with cautious 
finger^ disengaging any bramble that catches to him, and thankfully pass- 
ing on, attacks it indignantly with potent steel implements, wood-area, 
war-axes ; brandishing and hewing till he has stirred-up a whole 
wilderness of bramble-bush, and is himself bramble-chips all over. M. 
Angliviol de la Beaumelle, for example, was nothing but a bramble : 
some conceited Licentiate of Theology, who, finding the Presbytery of 
Geneva too narrow a field, had gone to Copenhagen, as Professor of 
Rhetoric or some such thing ; and, finding that field also too narrow, and 
not to be widened by attempts at Literature, Mes Pensies and the like, in 
such barbarous Country, — had now ’ (end of 1761) * come to Berlin ; and 
has Presentation Copies of Mes PcnsSes, on le Qu*en dira-t-on, flying right 
and left, in hopes of doing better there. Of these Perishes (Thoughts so- 
called) I will give but one specimen ' (another, that of ^ King Friedrich a 
common man,’ being carefully suppressed in the Berlin Copies, of La 
Beaumelle’s distributing) : 

There have been greater Poets than Voltaire ; there was never any 


* Nicolai, Anekdoien^ i. ao. 



BO weu recompensea : ana wnyr joecause laste \gouiy inciinaiion; sets 
no limits to its recompenses. The King of Prussia overloads men of 
talent with his benefits for precisely the reasons which induce a little 
German Prince to overload with benefits a buffoon or a dwarf.*' ^ Could 
there be a phenomenon more indisputably of bramble nature ? 

^ He had no success at Berlin^ in spite of his merits ; could not come 
near the King at all ; but assiduously frequented Maupertuis^ the flower 
of human thinkers in that era,* — who was very humane to him in con- 
sequence. How is it, O flower of human thinkers, that I cannot get on 
with his Majesty^ or make the least way ? " Monsieur ^ you have 

enemies ! ” answered he of the red wig ; and told La Beaumelle (hear it^ 
ye Heavens), That M. de Voltaire had called his Majesty's attention to 
the Pena^e given above, one evening at Supper Royal; heard it my- 
8elf> Monsieur — husht !" Upon which — 

‘ Upon which, see, paltry La Beaumelle has become my enemy for 
life ! ” shrieks Voltaire many times afterwards ; And it was false, I 
declare to Heaven, and again declare ; it was not I, it was D'Argens 
quizzing me about it, that called his Majesty’s attention to that Pensie of 
Blockhead La Beaumelle, — you treacherous Perpetual President, stirring- 
up enemies against me, and betraying secrets of the King's table." 
Sorrow on your red wig, and you 1 — It is certain La Beaumelle, soon 
after this, left Berlin : not in love with Voltaire, And there soon 
appeared, at Frankfurt-on-Mayn, a Pirate Edition of our brand-new 
Stacie de Louts Quatorze (with Annotations scurrilous and flimsy) ; — ^La 
Beaumelle the professed Perpetrator ; who received for the job 10^. 
net 1 " ® asseverates the well-informed Voltaire. Oh, M. de Voltaire, and 
why not leave it to him, then ? Poor devil, he got put into the Bastille 
too, by and by; Royal Persons being touched by some of his stupid 
footnotes. 

' La Beaumelle had a long course of it, up and down the world, in and 
out of the Bastille ; writing much, with inconsiderable recompense, and 
always in a wooden manner, worthy of his First vocation in the Geneva 
time. A man of pleasing physiognomy," says Formey, and expressed 
himself well. I received his visit 14th January 1762,” — to which latter 
small circumstance (welcome as a fixed date to us here) La Beaumelle' s 
Biography is now pretty much reduced for mankind.^ He continued 
Maupertuis's adorer ; and was not a bad creature, only a dull wooden 
one, with obstinate temper. A Life of Mauperiuis of his writing was sent 
forth lately,* after lying hidden a hundred years : but it is duil, dead, 
painfully ligneous, like all the rest ; and of new or of pleasant tells us 
nothing. 

* CEuvres de VoUairty xxvii. 220 n, a xxvii. 219, 236. 

* Formey, ii. 221, * Vie de Mauperiuis (cited above), Paris, 1856. 


luH oninity to M, do Voltaire did provo perpetual:- — a bramble that 
have been dealt witli by dn^ors, or by fnig’crs and scissors^ but 
could not by axes, and their hewing and brandishing. ^"This is the 
ninety-fifth nnonymoun calumny of La Ileaumollo’H, this that you have 
Hont me ! says Voltaire once. The first stroke or two had torn the 
bramble <iuite on eiul : lie says he will pursue you to Hell oven/' writes 
ono of the Voltaire kind friends from Frankfurt, on that 74 10s. business, 
answers M. do Voltaire, with a toss: ^"Woll, I should 
think HO, ho, and at a good rate of speed. lJut whether he will find 
wv there, must bo a (|iu*stion !** If you want to have an insignificant 
accidental fellow trouldo you all your days, this is the way of handling 
him when ho first catches hold/ 

(k Pnn/tffl.— M)e Prados, do Prndes, Uonder to the King/* 

Ihongli ha))))ily not an enemy of Voltaire’s, is in some sort La Boaumello’s 
counterpart, or brother with a diireronco; concerning whom also, one 
vranlH only to know the exact date of his arrival. As La Beaumello felt 
too strait- lied in the IJoneva vestures (where it had boon good for him to 
adjust himself, and stay) ; ho did Do Prados in the Sorbonne ditto, — and 
l)ui‘st»ont, on biking (hders, not into eloquent Preachings or edifying 
Devotional lOxercises ; but into loud blurts of more heresy and heterodoxy. 
Blurts which were very loud, and 1 boHevo very stupid; which failed of 
Imlng sublime m'en to the Philosophic world ; and kindled the Sorboniie 
into Imrning his Hook, mid almost burning himself, hud not ho at once 
run for it, 

' Uan to Holland, and there continued blurting more at largo, — 
decidedly stupid for most part, thinks Voltaire, '^but with glorious 
PaHHOges, worth your Majesty’H attention;”-— upon which, D’Alembert 
too helping, ))00r Do Prados was invited to the Readership, vacant by 
I*a Mellrie's (»agle-pie ; and came gladly, and stayed. At what date? 
one occuHlonally asks: for there are Royal Letters, dateless, but written 
In his luuul, tliat rriiso such question in the utter dimness othorwiso. 
Date is 'Heptomber I 7 fi 2 /' Farther question one does not ask about 
Do Prades. Rather an emjdmUc intrusive kind of follow, I should guess ; 

•wrote, he, not Friedrich, tliat Ahri(/(/jnmt qf l^urifs ICcclmastical 
flhtory^ anil oilier the like dreary IMecos, which used to bo inflicted on 
mankiml as Friedricl/s. 

' For tlie roHt, Imving jilaco and Hmall pension, — not, like La Beaumello, 
obliged to pirate and unnotato for 74 10^.,— bo wont on steadily, a good 
while ; got a Oauonry of (Slogan* (Hinall Catholic benefice, bad if it was 
not belter than iU now occujiant) and unluckily, in the Sovoa-Yoars- 
Wnr time, foil Into Irottsoiious Corrospondonco with his Countrymen ; 

* PrcuHs i. 368 ; ii. US, 


which it wtw feared mig^ht be fatal, when found out. But no, not fatal, 
Friedrich did lock him in Magdeburg for aome months; then let him 
out : Home to Glogau, sirrah ; stick to your Canonry henceforth, and 

let us hear no more of you at all ! Which shall he his fate in these 
pages also/ 


Good, my friend ; no more of him, then 1 Only recollect 
‘September 1752,’ if dateless Royal Letters in De Prades’s 
hand turn up. 


CHAPTER X 
DEMON NEWS WRITER, OF 1752 

It must be owned, the King’s French Colony of Wits were 
a sorry set of people. They tempt one to ask, What is the 
good of wit, then, if this be it ? Here are people sparkling 
with wit, and have not understanding enough to discern what 
lies under their nose. Cannot live wisely with anybody, least 
of all with one another. 

In fact, it is tragic to think how ill this King succeeded in 
the matter of gathering friends. With the whole world to 
choose from, one fancies always he might have done better ! 
But no, he could not ; — and chiefly for this reason : His love 
of Wisdom was nothing like deep enough, reverent enough , 
and his love of Esprit (the mere Garment or Phantasm of 
Wisdom) was too deep. Friends do not drop into one’s 
mouth. One must know how to choose friends ; and that of 
esprit^ though a pretty thing, is by no means the one requisite, 
if indeed it be a requisite at all. This present Wit Colony 
was the best that Friedrich ever had ; and we may all see how 
good it was. He took, at last more and more, into bantering 
his Table-Companions (which I do not wonder at), as the 
chief good he could get of them. And had, as we said, 
especially in his later time, in the manner of Dublin Hackney- 
Coachmen, established upon each animal its raw ; and makes 
it skip amazingly at touch of the whip. ‘ Cruel mortal ! ’ 
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tlu)ught his cattle : — but, after all, how could he well help it, 
with such a set ? 

Native^ Literary Men, German or Swiss, there also were 
about l‘rieclrichs C'ourt; of them happily he did not require 
c\*tprU ; but put them into his Academy ; or employed them 
in ])ractical functions, where honesty and good sense were 
the qualities needed. Worthy men, several of these; but 
unmemorahle nearly all. We Avill mention Sulzer alone, — 
and not for Thcoi'hs and Philowphm of the Fine Aris'^ (which 
then had tlieir multi Uules of readers); but for a Speech of 
Friedrich's to him once, which lius often been repeated. Sulzer 
has a lino rugged wliolesome SwiKS-German physiognomy, both 
of face and mind ; and got his admirations, as the Berlin 
Hugh Blair that then was : a Sulzer whom Friedrich always 
nither liked. 

Friedrich lind made liim School Inspector ; loved to talk 
a little with him, about buHincHS, were it nothing else. 'Well, 
Monsieur Sulzor, how are your Schools getting on?' asked 
the King one day,-- L)ng after this, hut nobody will tell me 
exactly when, though the fact is certain enough: 'How goes 
our Mdueatioii business ?' 'Surely not ill, your Majesty ; and 
tnueh better in late years,' answered Sulzer. — 'In late years: 
why?' 'Well, your Majesty, in former time, the notion being 
that mankind were naturally inclined to evil, a system of 
Hcveritv prevailed in Helu)()ls: hut now, when we recognise that 
the inI)onii iticliiwitiou of men is rather to good than to evil, 
schoolmaNlcrK have a(loi)Led a more generous procedure.' — 
' Inclination rather to good ?' said Friedrich, shaking his old 
head, with a sad smile: 'Alas, dear Sulzer, Acli^ mein lieher 
Suhxi\ I see you don't know that damned race of creatures 
(AV* krimt nkhi dicsc vmUmmtc Itace) as I do !'^ Here is a 
speech for you ! ‘ Pardon the King, who was himself so 

* Tluorit) dtr Schonm KiinsU^ 3 voll. ; etc. etc. 

iii, a/.j ; • llic thing appears to have l)een said in French ('/<? vcis 
hUn^ mon t/nr Suker^ qu(> vom nt conmUsez com me moif cetU tact maiuHte 
/) hijiulh tms ixppartcftons ’) ; Imt the (Jerman form is irresistibly attractive, 
and is now li<*ar«l j)rovcrhiully from time to lime in certain mouths. 


lH‘ut*fu*t'nl *uut Ural «, Kiit|4 ! * i t V *M’V»*ral I\ilih»r^ of lla* 
raM*|nnk tv|Hv jav^iUl Ttu hi** **lains will 

ont*(* ; hat lam tna hr rvn* hu^rt ‘ 

* IVrhrtjH I mintakf*/ awa^ Viilbiirr, in hU raH^jaiundf* af n 

r<V /h’irrr*, * hul it .wat^ ia utr, at tla '-r tlanv wu?i 

n tU‘nl of rtprU tpr-nl wU ntu! hrUlaiiii O K’****K’ 

Kiuf*; Imti it, tiutl iiauh^ othar*^ haw; niul, ^U\t i* r\trmjr- 
tiitmrVi I tU'vrr frit iu\M'lf "S4> frrr at ua\ tiildf.’ 

tiua tno'it jdrn*irtnt/ niuilhri', * aaiit iti*ituii*tivr| 

aniinrtli*4l ; tad ti» In* tuatt'hi’d, I ^hntihi fh^rvOtiMo ia 

i)ta world/* Vfrv ^jnij'hUy i!tih'<'d nod n food of giHni 
nvima, n hn.^i»i of jirncdirnlit y nod hot, ur4*'v,uv\ Iti hr ia it 
withtd; ihottgh t>!laTwi*»r it ina ftmta iom t»f ^niao* t rti MrtUir 
hi* thrrt*, nod a ^^«»od cK-al td nio<* ia haa) t<j \rn ;^nrat 
Iti'i^hlt. 

A Druuijt XcH’^Wf iti r a» * Itha' Ft u !} u h , 

(ti thr Ktitiuin^i^ hi tnul ti^uhitr 

Prnt*tii’idl\, I rna mid only, Uhitt !h»">«' of I la* ginU 

bv(«;ia rtMaatoidy nt half j>io%l (‘(‘omrit jud tat-r'); 

nml litni till townuU aatiai^ld, aol lulrr i «aarairad Iv, m 
the Kiag nntHt In* ap at livt* (ia Suaaa»*r iiaa* nt foar), nod 
* at"i*d» bi*tw't‘t‘a fi\i* nod Imar* of nlrrp ’ Or vundd tla* 

rt’iuba* i’nre ii> eijanaU n f^prr«"jlv tti.itsap, <ia nit thi'‘>r 

poial*i ; kiati of d/ojar.Ti ; Xt a fpii/H t ^ fnlira talo inv hniuh, 
which *‘('i*iaH to hn\c hml n wididi clrctdnlioa at it’» diu.* I 
have laet with 'Tw'o (‘tjpii*^ of it, ia thr* (‘oaativ oar of 
tliiMU, to np[a*antatr, taicr the propeit\ of (Iroirt*" SrlwUi. 
d'lu* oilier \h fuiuau; the Holna’»on l*n]H-t » • dtinlitb ^sH \rry 
laealeat la Ilohia^oa, who in a«»w hoao* in bbii^lnad, hat 
reuuMaherH maay a thiuf,'. Jtalgiai^ tVoia sniioa** nMoploan, 
I could |.(ae^N thin mp». to lour turn uat*'h nhout, ia the 

' liirlWd, V»4irti?f, /h /Vh//. 

* • /(I /VrWHW#', tit A# t‘ii ff, gi Jt y4 t Vfr#- ;■}! A**n /Vw.-v 

i^lia 175 ^'* AVAhh^W (Mjjr i'*<ayi t.nw lit !l»r laenH Miorisni. 
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ICnglish Avistocvatic Circles of that time ; and to havcj in 
some lueasnre, given said Circles tl\cir ^ Idea ’’ (as they were 
pleased to reckon it) of that wonderful and questionable King: 
—highly (listrncted ‘Idea^; which, in diluted form, is still 
the staple hlnglish one. 

lly the label, Demon Ncwswntc}\ it is not meant that the 
Author of this ))oor Paper was an actual Devil, or infernal 
Spiritual Ksstuice of miraculous spectral nature. By no means! 
Beyond doubt, he is some poor Frenchman, more or less 
definable as ilesh-aiul-blood ; gesturing about, visibly, at 
Berlin in 17/5S; in cockcd-liiit and bright shoe-buckles; 
grinning elaborate salutations to ceiiaiu of his fellow-creatures 
there. Possibly some hungry Alfavhc of Milord Tyreonnors 
Legation; falally slmt-out iVom the beatitudes of this bar- 
barous Court) and willing to sock Holaccmcnt, and turn a 
dishonest penny, in the course? Who he is, we 

need not know or care : too evident, he has the sad quality 
of transmuting, in his dirty organs, heavenly Brilliancy, more 
or loss, into infernal Dark)K‘S.s and Ilatefulncss ; which I 
reckon to have been, at all tiums, the pvinci])al function of 

a Devil;- fuiudion still emritid on extensively, under Firms 

of another titlcj, in tins world. 

Some snatches we will give. For, though it does not much 
concern a Man or King, stiriously busy, wliat the idle outer 
world may see good to talk of him, liis Biographers, in time 
subscciucnt, are calk'd to notice the matter, as ])art of Ins 
Ufe-clcnient, /uul chavacleristic of the woi'ld he had round 
hitn, I'Vicdricirs adairs were much a wonder to his con- 
temporaries. hlK])ecially his ])()nu;sticities, an item naturally 
obscure to the ouUm’ w^ortcl, were wonderful ; sure to be 
commented upon, to all lengths; and by tho unintelligent, 
first of all. Of contemporary mankind, as we have somc- 
tinicH said, nobody was more lied of : — of which, let this of 
the D('tnou Newswritcr be oxmn])l(‘, one instead of many. 
The Demon Newswritcr, derivino: oiilv from outside gossii) 


are \vithin reach of an inquisitive Clerk of Legation. Wrong 
often enough, even in regard to external particulars, how 
much more as to internal and will need checking, as we 
go along. 

Demon speaks first of Friedricli^s stature, 6ft. 6in. (as we know better 
than this Demon); "pretty well proportioned, not handsome, and even 
something of awkward {gauche)^ acquired by a constrained bearing (head 
slightly off the perpendicular, acquired by his flute, say the better- 
informed). "Is of the greatest politeness. Fine tone of voice,— fine 
even in swearing, which is as common with him as with a grenadier,* adds 
this Demon ; not worth attending to, on such points. 

^ Has never had a nightcap * (sleeps bareheaded ; in his later times, 
would sleep in his hat, which was always soft as duffel, kneaded to 
softness as its first duty, and did very well) : " Never a nightcap, 
dressing-gown, or pair of slippers ' {true) ; " only a kind of cloth cloak 
{not quite), "much worn and very dirty, for being powdered in. TJie 
whole year round lie goes in the uniform of his First Battalion of 
Guards : — blue with red facings, button-holo trimmings in silver, frop 
at the inner end ; his coat buttons close to the shape ; waistcoat is plain 
yellow* (straw-colour); "hat* (three-cornered) "has edging of Spanish 
lace, white plume* (horizontal, resting on the lace all round) : " bootfi ou 
his legs all his life. He cannot walk with shoes * (pooh, you — !). 

" He rises daily at five : *-— No, he doesn’t at all ! In fact, we had 
better clap the lid on this Demon, ill-informed as to all these points ; 
and, on such suggestion, give the real account of them, distilled from 
Preuss, and the abundant authentic sources. 

Preuss says (if readers could but remember him) : " An Almanac lies 
on the King’s Table, marking for each day wliat specific duties the day 
will bring. From five to six hours of sleep : in summer he rises about 
three, seldom after four ; in winter perhaps au hour later. In his older 
time, seven hours sleep came to he the stipulated quantity ; and ho would 
sleep occasionally eight hours or even nine, in certain medical predica- 
ments. Not so in his younger years : four a.m. and five, the set hours 
then. Summer and winter, fire is lighted for him a quarter of an hour 
before. King rises ; gets into his clothes : ""stockings, breeches, boots, 
he did sitting on the bed ** (for one loves to be particular) ; the rest in 
front of the fire, in standing posture. Washing followed ; more com- 
pendious than his Father’s used to be. 

"Letters specifically to his address, a courier (leaving Berlin, 9 r.M.) 
had brought him in the dead of night : these, on the instant of the 
King’s calling "" Here !” a valet in the antechamber brought in to liim. 
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l;o 1)0 road while Iuh hair was boin/^ done, IIih uuiibrm the King did 
not ut onco put on ; but got into a Camquin* (looao artiolo of the drosaing- 
gown kind^ only sliortor than ourH) ^of rioh stufl^ soinotirnos of velvet 
with prooiouH ailvcr ombroi dories. Tlioao Casaquins wore commonly sky- 
bluo (which colour lie liked), prcaouta from his Sisters and Niece.s, 
hottorH ludng glanced over, and hair-club done, the Lifeguard General- 
AdJuUnt liands-in tho Potsdam Report (all Htrangors that Ijavo entered 
Potsdam or left it, tlio principal item): this, with a Rerlin Report^ 
wldcli had 00 mo with tho Letters ; and what of Army-Reports had 
arrived (Adjutaut-Goiioral delivering those), — wore now glanced over. 
And HO, by fu^o o’clock in tlio Hummor morning, hy si.\ In tho w’inter, 
ono HOOH, in tho grosH, wliat ouo’h day*H-w'ork is to ho ; tho miscollanoouH 
atom's of it are now montly here, only mortar and walling of them to bo 
thought of. txoiioral-Adjutant and liin uiVairH are first Kottled : on each 
thing a word or two, which tho General-Adjutant (always a highly 
cmilidonUal Ollhuu’, a Hucko, a Win ter fold, or tho like) pointedly takes 
down. 

* Generul-Adiulnnt gone, the King, in sky-hluo cn9a(|uin* (often in 
very faded condition) ' Htops into IiIh writing-room ; walks ah out, reading 
his LoLlors more completely; drinking, first, several glasses of water; 
then colfee, perhaps three ctips with or without milk ' (likes coll'eo, and 
very strong), ^ After coiVeo he takes his iluto; steps uho\it practising, 
fnnlusying : ho luvs i>een heard to say, speaking of music and its olTocts 
on tho soul, Tlvat during this fantasying ho would got to considering 
all manner of things, with no U\o\ight of what ho was playing; and 
tiuvt HomelimoH oven Uio luckiest ideas ahout busincHs- matters have 
occurred to him w'hilci dandling with the Unto. Sauntering ko, ho is 
gra{lually UreidcfaHling withal : will eat, inlonuittontly, small chocolate 
cakes ; and after his eotl’ee, cherries, figs, grapes, fruits hi their season' 
(very fond of fruit, and luis elaborate hot-housos), 90 passes the early 
morning. 

^ Iletweeu nine and ten, uiohL of one's plan-work lieing got through, 
the quesliouH of the day are settled, or laid hold of for settling, Ilotwoou 
nine and ten, King lakes to reiifling the KxcerpLs (I suppose, of tho 
more Intricate or lengthier tilings) ^of Voslerdjiy, wliich his three 
(‘abiuet Uttlhs’ (Glerk Kiclim and the otlior Two) Mmve prepared for 
him. King Hummons those three, one after tlio other, according to their 
I)e|wirlment; hands them tho Lottors just read, tlie Mveerpts now decided 
on, and HlguinoH, in a minimum of words, whut tlie answers arc to bo, — 
(‘lerk, always in full droHs, listening with both his oars, and pencil iu 
Imnd. May have, of Answers, Cabin d-Ordm ho - cal led, perhaps a dozen, 
to he ready witli before evening.* 

* ‘ In a certain Copy or Kinul-Kcgisltir Ibmlc’ (Herr Preuss’s Windfall, of 
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regimental coat; has his hair touchcd-off with pomade, with powder; and 
is buttoned and ready in about five minutes ready for Parade^ which is 
at the stroke of eleven, instead of later, as it used to be in Papa*s time* 
if eleven is not yet come, he will get on horseback ; go sweeping about, 
oftenest with errands still, at all events in the free solitude of air, till 
Parade-time do come. The Parole’ (Sentry’s-word of the Day) Hie has 
already given his Adjutant-General. Parole, which only the Adjutant 
and Commandant had known till now, is formally given out ; and the 
troops go through their exercises, manoeuvres, under a strictness of 
criticism which never abates.’ Parade he by no chance ever misses/’ 
gays our Demon friend, 

* At the stroke of twelve,’ continues Preuss, ^ dinner is served. Dinner 
threefold ; that is, a second table and a third. Only two courses, dishes 
only eight, even at the King’s Table (eight also at the Marshal’s or second 
Table) ; guests from seven to ten. Dinner plentiful and savoury (for the 
K-ing had his favourites among edibles), by no means caving to be splendid, 
— yearly expense of threefold Dinner (done accurately by contract) was 
1 , 800 /.’ Linsenbarth we saw at tlie Third Table, and how he fared. 
^Tlie dinner-service was of beautiful porcelain; not silver, still Ic.ss 
gold, except on the grandest occasions. Every guest eats at discretion^' 
— of course ! — ^ and drinks at discretion, Moselle or Pontac' (kind of 
claret) ; ‘ Champagne and Hungary are handed round on the King's 
signal. King liimself drinks Bergerac, or other clarets, with water. 
Dinner lasts till two ; — if the conversation be seductive, it has been 
known to stretch to four. The King’s great passion is for talk of the 
right kind ; he himself talks a great deal, tippling wine-and -water to tlio 
endj and keeps on a level with the rising tide. 

^ With a bow from Majesty^ dinner ends ; guests gently, with a little 
saunter of talk to some of them, all vanish ; and the King is in his own 
Apartment again. Generally flute-playing for about lialf an hour ; till 
Eichel and the others come with their day’s work ; tray-loads of Cabinet- 
Orders, T can fancy ; which are to be "executed," that is, to be glanced- 
through, and signed. Signature for most part is all ; but there are 
Marginalia and Postscripts, too, in great number, often of a spicy biting 
character; which, in our time, are in request among the curious.' Herr 
Preuss, who has right to speak, declares that the spice of mockery hns 
been exaggerated; and that serious sense is always the aim both of 
Document and of Signor. Preuss bad a windfall ; 12,000 of these Pieces, 
or more, in a lump, i n the way of gift; whicli fell on liim like manna,— 

which infrh), * entitled Kabinetsordenkopialbuch, of One of the three Clerks, 
years 1746.1^752, there are, on the average, ten Cabinet- Orders daily, Sundays 
included ’ (Preuss, i. 352 n.). ' 


Aiul led, il h Hiiid, to thoao Kriodrioli Btiulios, cxtcusivo faitliful quarry- 
iiiK« in that vuHt wildcrnoHH of Hliding Bliiiiglo and clmotic boulders. 

'(‘oiTcc Ibllowfi this dewpatch of kichid and Consorts; tlio day now 
one's own.' Soanduloas nimours, })rosB and verso, connect thoinsolvos 
wlUi tills particular opoch of the day ; wliich appear to bo wholly lies. 
01 whicli proHontly. ^ In this aftor-dinnor period fall the literary 
lubourHj' says Prouss : — u facile pon, this King’s ; only two hours of an 
allernoon allowed it, instoad of all day and the top of the morning. 

* About six, or earlier oven, eamo tlio Uoadcr' (La Mottrio or another), 
came avUntH, came learned talk, At seven is Concert, which lasts for an 
hour; Imlf-pant elglit is 

Demon Nowswriter says, of the Concert : ^ It is mostly of wind- 
hmtrumcntH/ King himself often taking part with his Unto; ^performers 
the best in ICiirope. Ho has tliroo ’ — wluit shall wo call them? of male 
gender,--* a conntcr-alt, and Manisoll Astrna, an Italian; they are 
unique voicoH. He cannot boar mediocrity. It is hut seldom ho has any 
singing here, To bo admittod, needs the most intimate favour ; now and 
tlien some young Lord, of distinction, if ho moot witli such,' Concert, 
very well ; -Imt lot us now, supproBslng any llulo ahhorrouceB, hear hhu 
on another subject ; 

‘ Dinner lasts one hour' (says our Demon, no better informed) : * upon 
wliich the King retnriiH to his Apartment with bows. It jirotty often 
happotiH that he takes with lum one of his young follows. Those are all 
liaiidsonie, like a picture (Jails i) pchidrc), and of the heautifulost face/ 

adds iie, still w'orse informed ; poisonous malice mixing itself, this 
time, with the human darkness, and reducing it to diabolic. This 
Demon's Paper aliounds with similar allusions ; as do the more desperate 
sort of Voltaire utterances, — Vie Vrivi^o treating it as known fact; 
Lelters to Denis in occaHlenial paroxysms, us rumour of dotostahlo nature, 
probably true of one who is so detestahlo, at least so formidablo, to a 
guilty Minner Ids Ihiest, Otliors, not to lie called diabolical, as Ilerr Dr. 
Hilschiiig, for example, sjioak of it us a thing credible ; as good as known 
to Urn well-informed. And, beyond the least queBtion, there did a thrico- 
aliominable rumour of that kind run, whispering audibly, over all the 
world ; and gain belief from those who had appetite. A most molancludy 
business, Molaciiig to luimau envy; explaining also, to the dark human 
intellect, why this King had commonly no Women at Ids Court. A most 
melancholy portion of my raw-material, this ; concerning which, since 
one must speak of it, lioro is wliat little I have to say : 

r. 'Phat proof of the nnjalivef in tliis or any Buch case, is liy the 
nature of it inquissiblo, ThiiL it is indispn table Friedrich did not now 

‘ Prcusi, i, 341-347 (and, with inicrmiacncics, fip. 356, 361,363, etc. to 376). 
abridged. 
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live with his Wife, nor seem to concern himself with the empire of 
women at all ; having, except now and then his Sisters and some Foreign 
Princess on short visit, no women in this Court ; and though a great 
judge of Female merits, graces and accomplishments, seems to worship 
women in that remote way alone, and not in any nearer. Which occa- 
sioned great astonishment in a world used so much to the contrary. 
And gave rise to many conjectures among the idle of mankind, What, 
on Earth, or under Earth, can be the meaning of it?” — and among 
others, to the above scandalous rumour, as some soJacement to human 
malice and impertinent curiosity. 

2®. Tliat an opposite rumour, — which would indeed have been pretty 
fatal to this one, but perhaps still more disgraceful in the eyes of a 
Demon Newswriter, — was equally current; and was much elaborated 
by the curious impertinent. Till Nicolai got hold of it, in Herr Dr. 
Zimmermann’s responsible hands ; and conclusively knocked it on the 
head.^ 

3®. That, for me, proof in the affirmative, or probable indication that 
way, has not anywhere turned-up. Nowhere for me, in these extensive 
minings and siftings. Not the least of probable indication ; but contrari- 
wise, here and there, rather definite indications pointing directly the 
opposite way. 2 Friedrich, in his own utterances and occasional rliymes, 
is abundantly cynical ; now and then rises to a kind of epic cynicism, on 
this very matter. But at no time can the painful critic call it cynicism 
as of other than an observer ; always a kind of vinegar cleanness in it, 
except in theory. Cynicism of an impartial observer in a dirty element, 
observer epically sensible (when provoked to it) of the brutal coutcmpti- 
bilities which lie in Human Life, alongside of its big atruttings and 
pretensions. In Fried riches utterances there is that kind of cynicism 
undeniable ; — and yet he had a modesty almost female in regard to his 
own person ; ^no servant having ever seen him in an exposed state/ ^ 
Which had considerably strengthened rumour No. 2. O ye poor impious 
Long-eared, — Long-eared I will call you, instead of Two-horned and 
with only One hoof cloven ! Among the tragical platitudes of Human 
Nature, nothing so fills a considering brother mortal with sorrow and 
despair, as this innate tendency of the common crowd in regard to its 
Great Men, whensoever, or almost whensoever, the Heavens do, at long 
intervals, vouchsafe us, as their all-including blessing, anything of such ! 
Practical ^ Blasphemy/ is it not, if you reflect ? Strangely possible that 
sin, even now. And ought to be religiously abhorred by every soul that 

^ See Zimmermann’s Fragmented and Nicolai patiently pounding it to powder 
(whoever is curious on this disgusting subject). 

^ For example (‘ Correspondence with Fredersd<»p\ CEuvreSy xxvii. iii. 145. 

® Preuss, i. 376. 
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im» tao least piety ar nobloacsH, Act not tlio mntinouft rtuiiky, iny 
friend ; tlTei*e be j^roat wnp;c3 goinp; in that line, 

4\ 'rimt in thcHO circumstaucos, and taking into view the otherwiao 
known (lualitioH of tliia liigh Fellow-Creature, the present Kditor does 
not, for liiM own Hbaro, vaitio the rumour at a pin's fee. And loaves it, 
and rocommondH hiH roadors to leave it, hanging by its own head, in tlie 
Had HubtorraiuMui rogiouH,— till (probably not for a long while yet) it drop 
to n far Deeper and dolofnler Region, out of our way altogether, 

Maimonlablo, yea,' oommentH Diogenes; ‘and ospeoUlly so, that the 
idle public has a Imnkering for hucIi thingn ( Jlut are there no obscene 
detailrt at all, tbeu? grumbles the disappointed idle public to itself, 
Homctliijig of roproatdi in iU tone. A public idle-minded; much 
depraved in every way. 'I’Iiuh, too, you will observe of dogs ; two dogs, 
at meeting, run, ilrst of all, to the slmmoful parts of the coustitutUni ; 
instUnto n ntriid. ox-nmirmtion, more or loss satisfactory, in that depart- 
ment, That once settled, tlieir iutorcHt in ulterior matters socjns pretty 
mucii to die away, and tliey are ready to part again, as from a problem 
done.'— Knougli, oh, enough ! 

rruclicall)' we are plotting no good of our Demon ; — and 
will diHinisH him, after a taste or two more* 

This Demon Newswriter lias, evidently, never been to Potsdam , 
wljicli 1)0 iiguroN as tho abode of liorrid cruelty, a kind of Tartarus on 
Karlb ; -where there Is a dreadful scarcity of women, for one item; 
lamentable to one's moral feedings, Scarcity nothing like so groat, oven 
among tl»e Holdier-cluHses, as tho Demon Newswriter imagines to him- 
self; nor jn'odiictlvo of IhoreHultH lamented. Prussian soldiers are not 
encouraged to marry, if it will liurt tho sorvico ; nor do their wives 
march with the UcgimenL except in Hindi proportions as tlioro may be 
sowing, wasliing and [)io like worn on’s work fairly wanted in their 
respectivo Companies : the Potsdam First Jhiitalion, I understand, is 
hardly pcrmittiul to marry at all. And in regard to lamentable results, 
that of LifMstni Nc/<r/;a*, Swcetln‘nrt-Th7n'/^,'’ — or actual military legalis- 
ing of 'iomporary Marriages, Milli regular privileges attached, and fixed 
rules to 1)0 observed j might jiorhaps ho tho notablest point, and tlio 
^rmidumentablcHl, to a man or demon in the habit of lamenting.^ For 
tlio rest, a ronHidornl)Iy dreadful place tills PoUdam, to tho ilaccid, 
esurient and disorderly of mankind ;—Smd strict as Fate* (Demon 
correct for once) * in inoxoniliJy punishing military sins. 

^ Tills King,' he says, Mias a great deal of esprit; much less of real 
knowledge {connaismiir.efi) than is pretended. lie excels only in tho 

' PrcuHs, i, i\ 26 . 


head ; understands what you say to hini^ at the first word. Not taking 
nor wisliing advice ; never suffering replies or remonstrances, not even 
from Ills Mother. Ih-etty well acquainted with works of Eapriti whether 
in Prose or in Verse : burning’ (very hot indeed) ^to distinguish himself 
by performance of that kind ; but unable to reach the Beautiful, unless 
held-up by somebody {Uay6). It is said that, in a splenetic moment, his 
Skeleton of an Apollo’ (squelette i£ Apollon^ M, do Voltaire, who is lean 
exceedingly) ^ exclaimed once, some time ago, When is it, thou, that 
he will have done sending mo his dirty linen to wash ? ” 

^Tho King is of a sharp mocking tongue withal ; pricking into who- 
ever displeases him ; often careless of policy in that. Understands 
nothing of Piiiaiice, or still less of Trade ; always looking direct towards 
more money, which he loves much ; incapable of sowing ’ (as some of m 
do 1) ' for a distant harvest. Treats almost all the world as slaves. 
All his subjects are held in hard shackles. Rigorous for the least 
shortcoming, wliere his interest is hurt : — never pardons any fault which 
tends to inexactitude in the Military Service. Spandau very full/— 
though I did not myself count, ^ Keeps in his pay nobody but those 
useful to him, and capable of doing employments well ' ahvays) ; 

^and the instant he has no more need of them, dismissing them with 
nothing ’ ^e?mra%). ^The Subsidies imposed on hia subjects are 

lieavy ; in constant proportion to their Feudal Projiertiea, and their 
Leases of Domains (Oonira^/t et Baitai)\ and, wliat is dreadful, are 
exacted with the same rigour if your Property gets into debt,' — no 
remission by the iron grip of this King in the name of the State I Soil, 
if you can find a Purchaser ; or get confiscated altogether ; that is your 
only remedy. Surely a tyrant of a King. 

^People who got nearest him will tell you that his Politeness is not 
natural, but a remnant of old habit, when he had need of everybody, 
against the persecutions of his Father. He respects his Mother ; the 
only Female for whom he has a sort of attention. He esteems his AVife, 
and cannot endure her ; has been married nineteen years, and has not 
yet addressed one word to her ’ (how true I). Mt was but a few days ago 
she handed liim a letter, petitioning some things of which slie had the 
most pressing want. He took the Letter, with that smiling, polite and 
gracious air which he assumes at pleasure ; and without breaking the 
seal, tore the Letter up before her face, made her a profound bow and 
turned his back on her.* Was there ever such a Pluto varnished into 
Literary Rosepink? Very proper Majesty for the Tartarus that here is. 

* * <Xhe Queen-Mother,* continues our Small Devil, ^is a good 
fat woman, who lives and moves in her own way (rondetne 7 }ty She has 
16,000?. a year for keeping-up her House. It ia said she hoards. Four 
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(luyH in Iho wch'Ic Hue Ims Apartniout' (Royal Soivijo) ; 'to which you 
1 ‘aniuit p;o without oxproHH invitation. Tlioro U suppor-tahlo of twcnty- 
Ttiur coverH ; only eif^ht dishoH, Horvcd in a blmhhy manner (bidi^cemiiient) 
by nix little Hroundrcla of ruRos. Men and women of the Country' 
(rihivering NallvcH, tdieorinfj^ their dull abode) ' fi;o and eat there. Steward 
Royal himuIh the invitationH. At eleven, everybody haa withdrawn. 
Otiier daya, thia Queen oatH by hor«elf. SlewardoHH Royal and three 
maidh of Honour have their Hoparato table ; two dishes the whole. She 
in sluibbily lodged ' (in my opinon), ^ wlion at the I’alaoo. Her Monbijou 
wliieb in oIoho to Berlin' (now well within it), ^ would bo pretty enough, 
for a private porson, 

^Tho Queen Regnant is the best woman in the world. Ail the year' 
(not qut(v) 'hIui (linen alone, Has Ajiartmeut on Thursdays ; evoryI)ody 
gone at nine o’clock. Her morsels are cut for her, iier 8te])s aro counted, 
and her words are dictated ; she is iniHorahlc, and doos what she can to 

It* according to our Small Devil, 'She has scarcely the neces- 

Haries of life allowed her,'- speiuls regularly two-tliirds of her income 
In charitable objocts ; translateH l*VoMch-(-alvini«t I)o\a)tioiial Works, for 
benefit of tho (iornmn mind ; and coinpIaiiiH to no iSmall Devil, of never 
KO HyrnpathlKing nature. ^ At (Jourt hIio In lodged on tlio second /loor* 
(Ncaiidalous), ^SchiinhauHcn her ('ouiitry House, witli tlio exception of 
tho (lardon whiidi is pretty enough, — onr Shopkeopors of tlio Hue St, 
Hononi would snilT at Hindi a lodging. 

^ BrinccHN Amelia is ratlior nmhihlo * (thank yon for nothing, Small 
Devil); 'often out of temper hoeauKo — this is ho shocking a place for 
bidioH, CHpeidnlly for maiden LadicH, Lives w'ith lior Mother; special 
inconH^ V(wy small (kmdjulress of Qiiiallinhurg ; will bo actual Abboss' 
in a year or two. * 

' Kldest Prince, HoIr-Appavent,’~ do not spiuik of him, Small Devil, 
for you are misinformed in every feature and jiarthmlar: — enough, 'ho 
is facsimile of his Brother. lie has only 111,000/. a year, for self. Wife, 
Household and Children' (two, both Boys) 'and is said* (falsely) 'to 
hoard, and to follow 'frailo, exteiiHlvo Trade, with his Brotlior'a Woods. 

* Prince Henri, wlio Is just going to he marrhul,' — thank you, Demon, 
for remindiug uh of that, llrlde 1h Wilhelmiua, Princess of Ilosson- 
(laHHol. Marriage, 2r»lh tiune I7f»ii ^-did not prove, in tlm end, very 
hapj>y. A small conlcmporury event; whiidi would coniicrn Voltaire 
and olhors that concern us, I’liree months ago, April Mlh, 17r>2, tho 
Berlin Powder-Magawne Hew aloft with horrilile crash ; and would 
bo audible to Voltaire, in this his S<‘cojid Act, Kvouts, audible or not, 
never ccaho, 
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Brother, who detests liim' (witness Rainshovg and other evidences, now 
and oiiward), Ogives him nothing, he won't bo well oft\ They aro 
furnishing a House for him, where he will lodge after wedding. Ih 
reported to hB—Poiadamiste ' (says the scandalous Small Devil, whom 
we are weary of contradicting),—* Potsdamito, in certain respects. ^ Poor 
Princess, wliat a destiny for you ! 

^Prince Ferdinand, little scraping of a creature chafouin), 

crapulous to excess, niggardly in tlio extreme, whom everybody avoids/ 
— much more whose Portrait, by a Magic-lantern of this kind ; which 
let us hastily shut, and fling into the collar ! — ^ Jjittlo Ferdinand, besidoH 
his 15,000/. a year. Papa's bequest, gets considerable sums given liim. 
Has lodging in the King’s House ; goes shifting and visiting about, 
wherever he can live gratis ; and strives all ho can to amass money. Hna 
to be in boots and uniform every tliroo days. Throe nioiitlis of the year 
practically with liis regiment ; but the sliifts he has for avoiding exponso 
are astonishing.' * * 

What an illuminative ‘ Idea ’ are the Walpole-Selwyn 
Circles picking-up for their money ! — 


CHAPTER XI 

THIRD ACT AND CATASTllOPHK OF 'ITIR VOLTAIRF. 

VISIT 

Mkaotiaie there has a fine Controversy risen, of mathe- 
matical, philosophical and at length of very miscellaneous 
nature, concerning that Kdnig-Maupertiiis diaseiitieuce on tlie 
Law of Thrift, Wonderful Controversy, much occupying tlu* 
so-called Philosophic or Scientific world ; especially the idler 
population that inhabit there. Upon this item of the Infinitely 
Little, — which has in our time sunk into Nothing-at-all, and 
but for Voltaire, and the accident of his living near it, would 
be forgotten altogether, — we must not enter into details ; but 
a few words to render Voltaire’s share in it intelligible will be, 
in the highest degree, necessary. Here, in brief form, rough 


March X75i» March 1753) 

and roady^ arc the successive stages of the Business ; the origin 
and first stage of which have been known to us for some time 
past : 

^ ^qttciulfry 1760, his woll-inouiit visit to Berlin proving' ho futile, 

hwl loft Muu))nrtiiiH in the humour wo saw; — pirouetting round his 
Apartment, in lomimsts of rngo at such contradiction of Rinnere on his 
HuUIimo haw of Tlirift; and fulminating ponniHsion to Kdiiig ; 
time to rend yo\ir Paper of (.^mtradietlonH ; publish it in Leipzig, in 
Joriclio ; anywhere in Urn Karth, in Heaven, in Urn Other Place, where 
you have the opj)orLuiiity ! " Kiiiiig, returning on thoHO tornis, had 
nothing for it hut to publish his Paper; and did puhlish it, in the Leipzig 
Ada Eriiditonun for Marcli 17/51. There it slamlH, logihlo to this day: 
and if any of the liutnan specioH should ngaiii think of reading it, I 
holievo It will he found a reaHonuhlo, solid and decisivo Paper; of 
HteadfaHt, openly articulate, by no means insolent, tone; considerably 
modifying Maupertuis's l^iw of Thrift, w Minimum of Action ; — faUil to 
the claim of its being a Miihlimo DiHcovory/' or indeed, so far ns iruey 
any discovery at all.* By way of linis to the Paper, tlioro is given, what 
proves extrornely imjxtrlant to ns, an JCxcerj)t from nn old LaUer oj 
LvAhnU»*ti\ which perhaps it will he hotter to prescMit Imre in r.orporCy as 
HO much turned oji it afterwardH. Kdnig thus winds np: 

* I add only a word, in finisliing; and that is, that it apj)oars Mr. 

I^eihuitz had n theory of Action, jjorhapH much more extoiisivo than one 
would suHp(M’.t at prcHont. There is a Letler writlen by him to Mr. 
Hermann " (an ancient u\athomiitical sago at Basel), where he ukck 
these exprewHions : ^ Aditni i> not whut you think; tho misxdvration oJ 
Time enterft into it ; Adion in an the produd of the vuinn by the space and 
the vehvityy or an the lime by the vis viva. I have remarked that tn the 
modifieationn if motion ^ the action hecomcn nnnaUy a maxmim or a ini 7 ii- 
mum:-- and from thin there mujht ncMvat proponiilons of yreat conneqatnee 
he deduced. It miyht nerve to ddermino the curves described by bodies tinder 
allradhn to one or more centren, I had meant to treat (\f' these thhujs in the 
Second Part (f my Dyiiamiquo ; which I nupprensed, the reception of the 
Virni, by prejudice ia muny qmrlerny haviny dingnnted Your 

* In Ada /if ndifentm I7S0* * Da universa/i Priticipio Afujnilibni 

d Motds' By no means uncivil lo Maiipcrluis ; HioukIi oliligcd to controvert 
lum. For exannde 5 ‘ Qiue itaque de ^linimA Adtonis Oi modificationibm modum 
chthotte in ^rnere. profet nntur v(hmcuUr kudo (otUinent nmpe ^fotcundum 
hnp^cqui pukherrimum P^ynamka sublimiork priucipium^ a jus vitn in difl- 
dUimis qmesihnibus strpa e.vpedusfui.* 

» Afaupedtikiamit No. ii. 22 (from Ada Kruditonwi, ul)i supr/i). In Mauptr^ 
No. iv. i(»h, in the wIjoIc I.cllcr, ‘ Ihnover, lOllx October 1707 ;* no 



nothing can be said but that, in every case it is e.ither a Maxiniiim or 
Minimum. What a stroke for our Lino of Thrift, the ^at last conelusivo 
Proof* of an Intelligent Creator, as the Perpetual Proflidont had fanolod 
itl ^^So-ho, what is this! My Discovery an Error? And LeibniU 
discovered it, so far as true?** — 

^ May 28th^Sth October 1751. Mauportuis, comprossiag hirufiolf what 
he can,' writes to Kbnig : ''Very good, Monsieur. But please inform me 
where is that Letter of Leibnitz’s ; I Imvo never scon or lieard of it 
before,— and I want to make use of it myRolf,** To whicli Kiinig 
answers; "Henzi gave it me, in Co])y,**— (unfortunate Conspirator 
Henzi, who lost his head three years ago, by Rontouco of the Oligarch 
Government at Berne); ^ — ^^he, poor fellow, Iiad no end of Paporn and 
Excerpts; had, as wo know, above a hundred voliunos of tlio latter kind ; 
this, and some other Letters of Leibnitz’s, among tliom, — I send you the 
whole Letter, copied faithfully from his Copy," To that cilVct, still in 
perfect good-humour, was Kouig’s reply to his Mauportuis. 

' " Hm, Copy ? By Plenzi ?’’ gTumbles Mauportuis to liimsolf ; — Search 
in Berne, then; it must be tliere, if anywliere 1 ** To Kdnig ATauportulH 
answers nothing; but sulkily resolves on liaving JSearcli made -and, to 
give solemnity to the matter, requests hia Excolloncy Mavijuin ilc 
Paulmy, the French Ambassador at Borne, to ask the Govonunont tliorc, 
— Government having seized all Honzi’s Papors, on beheading Jdin. 
Excellency Paulmy does, accordingly, make inqiiiry in tlio liighcHt 
quarter; some inquiries up and down, Not the leaHt account of thifl, 
or of any Leibnitz Letter, to be liad from among Honzi’s Papers, — the 
"hundred volumes,** seemingly, exist no longer; — Original of thlH 


caV/mj left, judged to be to Hermann, Mauptyinisiana (Hamburg, 1753) is « 
mere Bookseller’s or even Bookbinder’s Farrago, with printed TWepai(t and 
of the chief Pamphlets which had appeared on this Busiuess (Bixteeu by count, 
various type, all 8 vo size, in my copy). Of which only No. ii. (Ktinig’s Appel 
au Public) and No. iv. (2d edition of said Appel, willi Appendix of Corre- 
spondence) are illuminative to read. 

* Government by * The Two Hundred * ; of Selocl-Vcsiry nature, very 
arbitrary and become rife in abuses ; against wliom had risen angry nnuterings 
more than once, and in 1749 a Select Plot (not select efwugh, for they cILscovcrcd 
it in time). Poor Ex-Captain Henzi, ‘Clerk of the SaU* 0 (Tree,’ most fvvt gal, 
studious and quiet of men ; a very miracle, it would appear, of genius, sol itl 
learning, philosophy and piety,—* not the chief or first of tlic conspirators, but by 
far the most distinguished, --was laid hold of, July 2d, 1749, and beheaded, with 
another of them, a day or t\vo after. Much bewailed in a private way, even by 
the better kinds of people. (Copious account of him in Adeluv}^, vii. 86-91.) 

^ * The Hague, 26th June,’ \x\ Maupertuisiana, No. iv, 130, 
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Leibnitz Piece Ih nowhere. For eight inonthfl the liiglioflt Authoritioa 
Imvo bcou looking abotit (with one knowH not what vivacity or skill in 
Hcarcliing)^ and have found nothing wluilovor.’ Stage Rocond of the 
BtiHlneHH fmiKlie.s In thiH nuumcr. 

How lucky for the Perpetual President, had he sto))))ed 
here ! To Konip^ and the common contradiction of sinners he 
could have opposed, as it was aj)j)arcntly his purpose to do, 
au Olympian silence, ‘Pshaw!’ Whereby the small matter, 
interesting to few, would have dropped gently into dubiety, 
into oblivion, and been got well rid of. Put this of the great 
I^eibnitz, touching on one’s Imw of Thiifl\ and not only 
‘discovering’ it, half a century beforehand, but discovering 
that it was not true: to Leibnitz one must speak; — and the 
abslrusc cpiestion is, What is one to say p ‘ Find me the 
original; let; us be certain, first:’ tluit you can say; that is 
one clear point ; and pretty imicli tlio only one. The rest, at 
this time, as I coujccLure, may have been not a little abstruse 
to the Perpetual President ! 

And now, bad the Perpetual Prc'sident but sto])pcd here, 
there might still have! rested a saving shadow of suspicion on 
Kiinig’s P'xcerpt, ^J’hat it was not exact, that it might l)c 

wrong in some vital point: ‘You never showed mo the 

Original, Monsieur ! ’ Unluckily, the Perpetual President did 
not slop. One camiol. well fancy him believing, now or ever, 
that Kdnig htui forged Liu* J^lxc(‘rpL Most likely he liad the 
fatal persuasion that tliese were I^oibnilz’s words; and the 
tpiesUon, What was to he said or <U>!\e, if the Original should 
turn upp might justly he alarming to a Son of the l^lrc 
Seiences. Hut at this ])oint a new door of escape disclosed 
itself: MVliere. is the Original, I say!’ — and he rushed, full 
speed, into that; gaIlo))ing triumphantly, feeling all sate. 

(ktohv.r Tih (17/51), iMaujjtu'UiiH HiinimonH bin Acadoiuy : ^‘MesHiourH, 
ponnil me to nabinil n ciiho pi'rlispH nMiiiiring your altentiou. Quo of 
otir ntuulmr disHiMilH iVom your FroHidnnt’H Dinrovory of tlio Law of 
'riirifl; wliich niirely lie Is fiu'o to do: Init Inrilionnuns ho gives an 
ICvrerpl. purpiuiing to !>e from beibriiU; wlioroby it would appear 
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that your President’s Discovery^ sanctioned in your Acts as new, is not 
new, but Leibnitz’s (so far as it is good for any tiling), — possibly stolen, 
therefore ; and, at any rate, fifty-four years old, In self-defence, I have 
demanded to see the Original of said Excerpt j and the Honourable 
Member in question does not produce it. Wliat say you ? ” Shame to 
him ! *’ say they all ’ — (there seem to be but few Scientific Members, and 
most of them, it is insinuated, have Pensions from the King through 
their Perpetual President); — ^and determine to make a Star-chamber 
matter of it ! 

^ Accordingly, next day, October 8i/i, Secretary Formey writes officially 
to Konig, Produce that Letter within one month,” — and has got his 
Majesty to order. That our Prussian Minister at the Hague shall take 
charge of delivering such message, and shall mark on what day. Thing 
serious, you see 1 — Prussian Minister at the Hague delivers, and dockeU 
accordingly. To Keinig’s astonishment; who is in a scene of deep 
trouble at this time ; Royal Highness the Stadth older suddenly dead, or 
dying: ^^died October 22d ; leaving a very young Heir, and a very 
sorrowful Widow and Country,” Much to think of, that lies apart from 
the Maupertuis matter ! Wliicli latter, however, is so very serious too, 
his Prussian Majesty’s Minister at Berne is now charged to make now 
perquisition for the Leibnitz Original there : In sliort, within one montli 
that Document is peremptorily wanted at Berlin.’ 

High proceedings these ; — and calculated to have one 
result, if no other. Namely, that, at this point, as readers 
can fancy, the idler Public, seeing a street-quarrel in progress, 
began to take interest in the Question of j\Iinimu7?i; and 
quasi- scientific gentlemen to gather round, and express, with 
cheery capable look, their opinions, — still legible in the 
vanished Jitgemens Litres (of Liam burg), Gazette de Savans 
(Leipzig), and other poor Shadows of Journals ^ if you daringly 
evoke them from the other side of Styx. Which, the whole 
matter being now so indisputably extinct, shadowy, Stygian, 
we will not here be guilty of doing; but hasten to the 
catastrophes, that have still a memorability. 

^ Konig, having in fact nothiug more to say about the LeibniU 
Excerpt, was iu no breathless haste to obey his summons ; ho sat 
almost two months before answering anything. DM then write, how- 
ever, in a friendly strain to Maupeiluis (December lOtli, 1761)*^ Almost 

* Mmiperiuisiana^ No. iv. 132. 
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on whicli aame day, aa it chanced, the Acadimie, after ^«;o-inouth» 
dignified waiting, had in brief terms repeated its order on Kdnig.^ To 
which Kdnig makes no special answer (having as good as answered thie 
day before) ; — but does silently send off to Switzerland to make in- 
quiries ; and does write once or twice more, when there is occasion for 
explaining ; — always in a clear, sonorous, manfully firm and respectful 
tone: ^^That he himself had, or has, no kind of reason to doubt the 
authenticity of the Leibnitz Letter ; that to himself (and, so far as he 
can judge, to Maupertuis) the question of its authenticity is without 
special interest ; — he, Konig, having thrown it in as a mere marginal 
illustration, which decides nothing, either for or against the Law of 
Tlirift. That he has, in obedience to the Academy, caused search to be 
made in S-witzerland, especially at Basel, where he judged the chance 
might lie ; but that of this particular Letter nothing has come to light ; 
that he has two other Leibnitz Letters, of indifferent tenor, in the late 
lieuzi’s hand, if these will serve in aught,® — but what farther can he 
do?’ In short, Konig speaks always in a clear business-like manful 
tone; the one person that makes a really respectful and respectable 
figure in this Controversy of the Infinitely Little. A man whom, viewed 
from this quiet distance, it seems almost inconceivably absurd to have 
suspected of forging for so small an object. Oh, my President, that 
dira regnandi oupido / — 

^Question is, however. What the Academy will do? One Member, 
^^tlie best Geometer among them’" (whose name is not given, but 
which the Berlin Academy should write in big letters across this sad 
Page of their Annals, by way of erasure to the same), ^dissented from 
the high line of procedure ; asserting Konig’s innocence in this matter ; 
nay, hinting agreement with Konig's opinion. But was met by such 
a storm, that he withdrew from the delibera-tions ; which henceforth 
went their own bad course, unanimous though slow. And so the 
matter pendulates all through Winter 1751-2, and was much the the me 
of idle men.’ 

Voltaii'e heard of it vaguely all along ; but not with dis- 
tinctness till the end of July following. As Spring advanced, 
Maupertuis had fallen ill of lungs, — threatened with spitting 
of blood (‘owing to excess of brandy,’ hints the malicious 
Voltaire, ‘ which is fashionable at St. Malo,’ birthplace of 
Maupertuis), — and could not farther direct the Academy in 

' December nth, 1751 {th'd, 137), 

• Mauptrimsiana^ No, iv, 155 ; and ibid. 17^-192, the two Letters them- 


very soon, for a sick President’s consolation, is what the 
Academy decides on, by way of catastrophe : 

Thursday Evening ^ \^th April 1752, The Academy met; Curator, 
Monsieur de Keith, presiding ; about a score of acting Members present. 
To whom Curator de Keith, as the first thing, reads a magnanimous brief 
Letter from our Perpetual President : ^That, for two reasons, he cannot 
attend on this important occasion ; First, because he is too ill, which 
would itself be conclusive; but secondly, and d fortiori, because he is 
in some sense a party to the cause, and ought not if he could,* Where- 
upon, Secretary Formoy having done his Documentary flourishings, 
Curator Euler, — (great in Algebra, apparently not very great in common 
sense and the rules of good temper), — reads considerable ^ Ileport ’ ; ^ 
reciting, not in a dishonest, but in a dim wearisome way, the various 
steps of the Affair, as readers already know them ; and concludes with 
this extraordinary practical result: 'Things being so (les c/ioses slant 
telles) ; the Fragment being of itself suspect’ (what could Leibnitz know 
of Maxima and Minima? They were not developed till one Euler did 
it, quite in late years 1),^ 'of itself suspect; and Monsieur Koaig having 
failed to* etc. etc., — 'it is assuredly mauifest that his cause is one of 
the worst (des plus inauvaises), and that this Fragment has been forged.’ 
Singular to think I 'And the Academy, all things duly considered, 
will not hesitate to declare it false (suppose), and thereby deprive it 
publicly of all authority which may have been ascribed to it’ (Hear, 
Hear! from all parts). 

Curator de Keith then collects the votes, — twenty-three in all ; some 
sixteen are of working Members ; two are from accidental Strangers 
('travelling students,’ say the enemy); the rest from Curators of 
Quality: — Vote is unanimous, 'Adopt the Report. Fragment evidently 
forged, and cannot have the least shadow of authority (aucune ombre 
d*autoriie). Forged by whom, we do not now ask ; nor what the 
Academy could, on plain grounds, now do to Monsieur Konig* (not nail 
his ears to the pump, oh no!); 'enough, it is forged, and so remains.’ 
Signed 'Curator de Keith,* and Six other Office-bcarera ; ' Formey, 
Perpetual Secretary,* closing the list. 

At the name Keith, a slight shadow (very slight, for how could Keitli 
help himself?) crosses the mind : ' Is this, by ill luck, the Feldmarscholl 
Keith?* No, reader; this is Lieutenant-Colonel Keith; he of Wesel, 
with 'Effigy nailed to the Gallows* long since ; whom none of us cares 
for, Sulzer, I notice too, is of this long-eared Sanhedrim. Ack, mein 
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Ueber Sulfuaft you dont know (do youj then?) die$e verdammte Race,'-^ 
to what heights and depths of stupid malice, and malignant length of 
ear, they are capable of going, ^Thursday 13th April/ this is Forger 
Kdnig*s doom : — and, what is observable, next mornings with a crash 
audible through Nature, the Powder~Magcazine flew aloft, killing several 
persons Had no hand, he, I hope, in that latter atrocity? 

On authentic sight of this Sentence (for which Konig had at once, 
on hearing of it, applied to Formey, and which comes to him, without 
help of Formey, through the Public Newspapers), Kdnig, in a brief, 
proud enough, but perfectly tiuiet, mild and manful manner, resigns 
his Membership. "Ceases, from this day (June 18tli, 1752), to have 
the honour of belonging to your Academy; ""an honour I had been 
the prouder of, as it came to me unasked ** — and will wish you, from 
the outside henceforth, successful campaigns in the field of Science/ ^ 
And sets about preparing his Pamplilet to instruct mankind on the 
subject. Mauportuis, it apj)cara, did write, and made others write to 
Konig*8 Sovereign Lady, the Dowager Princess of Orange, "How ex- 
tremely handsome it would bo, could her Most Serono Highness, a friend 
to Pure Science, ho pleased to induce Monsieur Konig not to continue 
this painful Controversy, but to sit quiet with what he had got/ ® 
Which her Most Serene Highness by no means thought the suitable 
course. Still less did Konig himself ; whose Appeal to the Public^ with 
Defence of Appeal y — reasonably well done, as usual, and followed and 
accompanied by the multitude of Commentators, — appeared in due 
course.^ Till, before long, the Public was thoroughly instructed ; and 
nobody, hardly the signing Curators, or thin Euler himself, not to speak 
of Perpetual Formey, who had never boon strong in the matter, could 
well believe in "forgery,* or care to speak farther on such a subject. 
Subject gone wholly to tho Stygian Fons, long since ; "forgery* not now 
imaginable by anybody ! 

The rumour of these things rose high and -wide ; and the 
quantity of publishing upon them, quasi -scientifically and 
otherwise, in the serious vein and the jocose, was greater 
than we should fancy.® Voltaire, for about a month past, 
had been fully aware of the case (24th July 1752, writing 

^ Suprk, p. 347. 

^ Mauptrlutsiamy No. iv. 129. * Voltaire (iufri), 

^ "Sept. I752> Kbnig’s AfpeP (Preuss, in QLuvres de FridiriCy xv. 60 tt,), 

• * Letter from a Marquis ’ ; ‘ Letter from Mr, T * * * to M. S * * * ' (Mr. T. 
lives in London ; — *je travtru U Queen’s Square, it je rencontre noire ami 
D* * X ** Avez-vous In PAppcl au Public f*' ff/V-iV*— ); * Letter by Euler in the 
Berlin Gazette,' etc. etc, (in MauptrtuisianaY 




oneself and others. Voltair^** 
and a very real hatred 
pnerally, took pen himself, 
just out), — could not hcli)! 
not ! The following small 
be one, still worth rcsuscit^''^ ' j 
Appeared in the Bihlioiluy 
terly Review of those days), ^ 


‘ Answer* Ji'om’' ( very 

'I'f I J 

* Berlin, 18M September 1752. 
your inquiry. M. Moreau do I 

dt Cosmologie, pretended tlmt tb ^ 

the circumstauce that All + 7iltl^ 

'He asserts that in all possible 
been demonstrated false ; and 
Minimum/’ what is not less falso* ^ 
'M. Kouig, as well as othoJ^ * ^ 

strange assertion; and, anionp: ! 

sentences of a Letter by LeibnitV* ' 
has observed "that, in the modUtt 
becomes either a Maximum or olwc* ^ 

^M. Moreau de Maupertuis 
ment, it had been intended to 
tended discovery, — though Loibiiti"^ 
he advances. He forced some poriwim 
are dependent on him, to sumtncifi 
and cannot bear to have repeated t.<» 
form! 'Sentence (Jugement) on 
of having assaulted the glory of tit a H 
a Leibnitz Letter.’ — 'Wrote than. 
Highness the Princess of OranffO^ wli 
♦ ♦ and in fine, 

'Thus the Sieur Moreau Muuportu 
of Scientific Europe, not only of 
abused bis place to suppress froo cl iwe 
man who had no crime but that of t 
members of our Academy have protenl 



King Triedrich’s position, in the middle of all this, was 
becoming uncomfortable. Of the controversy he understood, 
or cared to understand, nothing ; had to believe steadily that 
his Academy must be right ; that Kdnig was some loose bird, 
envious of an eagle Maupcrtuis, sitting aloft on his high 
Academic perch : this Friedrich took for the truth of the 
matter and could not let himself imagine that his sublime 
Perpetual President, who was usually very prudent and Jove- 
like, had been led, by his truculent vanity (which Friedrich 
knew to be immense in the man, though kept well out of 
sight), into such playing of fantastic tricks before high 
Heaven and other onlookers. This view of the matter had 
hitherto been Fricdviclfs ; nor do 1 know that he ever 
inwardly departed from it; — as outwardly he, for certain, 
never did ; standing, ICing-liko, clear always for his Perpetual 
President, till this hurricane of Pamphlets blew by. Voltaire’s 
little Piece, therefore, was the unwelcomest possible. 

This new bolt of electric fire launched upon the storm-tost 
President from Perlin itself, and even from the King’s House 
itself, — by wlioiri, too clearly recognisable, — what an irritat- 
ing thing ! Unseemly, in fact, on Voltaire’s part ; but could 
not be helped by a Voltaire cliarged witli electricity. Fried- 
rich, evidently in considerable indignation, finding that public 
measures would but worsen the uproar, took pen in hand ; 
wrote rapidly the indignant Lettcj' jTrom an Acadeviidaii of 
Berlin to an Acadeniicmn of Pam : ^ which Piece of some 
length, we cannot give hero ; but will briefly describe as mani- 
festing no real knowledge of the Law-(rf' Thrift Controversy ; 
but as taking the above loose view of it, and os directed 
principally against ‘ the pretended Member of our Academy ’ 
(mischievous Voltaire, to wit), whom it characterises os ^ such 
a manifest retailer of lies,’ a * concocter of stupid libels ’ : 

' CEiwm VoUatrr.^ hu\> 227 {in Mauptrtmsunia^ No. xvi.). 
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iAcvLu. uciuio) tiic iiaiucou lie can 
find. This is the privilege of anonymityj on both sides of it 
But imagine now a King and his Voltaire doing witty dis- 
course over their Supper of the gods (as, on the set days, is 
duly the case); with such a consciousness, burning like Bade 
light, though close veiled, on the part of Host and Guest I 
The Friedrich- Voltaire relation is evidently under sore stress 
of weather, in those \vinter-autuinn months of 1752 , — brown 
leaves, splashy rains and winds moaning outwardly withal 
And, alas, the irrepressibly electric Voltaire, still far from 
having ended, still only just beginning his Anti-Maupertuis 
discharges, has, in the interim, privately got his Doctor 
AlcaMa ready. Compared to which, the former missile is as 
a popgun to a park of artillery shotted with old nails and 
broken glass ! — Such a constraint, at the Royal dinner-table, 
amid wine and wit, could not continue. The credible account 
is, it soon cracked asunder ; and, after the conceivable sputter- 
ings, sparklings and flashings of various complexion, issued 
in lambent airs of * tacit mutual understanding ; and in read- 
ing of Ahahia together, — with peals of laughter from the 
King,’ as the common French Biographers assert. 

^Headers know Akakia,* ^ says Smelfuugus : 'it is one of the famous 
fe.'its of Satirical Pyrotechny ; only too pleasant to the corrupt Race of 
Adam ! There is not much, or indeed anything, of true poetic humour 
in it : but there is a gaiety of malice, a dexterity, felicity, inexhaustibility 
of laughing mockery and light banter, capable of driving a Perpetual 
President delirious. WTiat an Explosion of glass-crackers, fire-balls, 
flaming-serpents ; — generally, of sleeping gunpowder, in its most artistic 
forms, — llaming-out sky-high over all the Parish, on a sudden ! The 
almost-sublime of Maupertuis, which exists in large quantities, here is 
a new artist who knows how to treat it The engineer of the Sublime 
(always painfully engineering thitherward without effect), — an engineer 
of the Comic steps-in on him, blows him up with his own petards in a most 
unexampled manner. Not an owlery has that poor Maupertuis, in the 
struggle to be sublime (often nearly successful, but never once quite), hap- 
pened to drop from him, but Voltaire picks it up ; manipulates it, reduces 

^ Diatfibt du Doctenr Akakta (in Voltaire, CEtwres, Ixi. 19-62). 
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it to tilo sublimoly ridiculous ; lodges it^ in the form of burning dust, 
about the head of mon PrtMenL Needless to say of the Comic engineer 
that he is unfair, perversely exaggerative, reiterative, on the owleries of 
poor Maupertuis it is his function to be all that. Clever, but wrong, 
do you say? Well, yes and yet the ridiculous docs require ridicule; 
wise Nature 1ms silently so ordered. And if ever truculent President in 
rod wig, with liis absurd truculences, tyrannies and perpetual struggles 
after the sublimo, did deserve to be exploded in laughter, it could not 
have been more consummately done ; — though perversely always, as must 
bo owned. 

^^The hole bored through the Earth,” for instance : really, one some- 
times reflects on such a tiling; How you would see daylight, and the 
antipodal gentlonmn (if he bent a little over) foot to foot; how a little 
stone flung into it would exactly (but for air and friction) reach the other 
side of the world J would tlion, in a computable few moments, come back 
quiescent to your hand, and so continue forevermore ; — with other the 
like uncriminnl fancies. 

Latin Town,” again : truly, if learning the Ancient Languages 
be human Education, it might, with a Greek Ditto, supersede the Uni- 
versities, and prove oxi’ollcntly Bervicoable in our struggle Heavenward 
by that particular route. I can assure M. de Voltaire, it was once practi- 
cally proposed to this King's Great-grandfather, the Grosse Kurfiirst ; — 
who looked Into it, with face puckered to tlio in tensest, in his great care 
for furtherance of the Te itch trial Sciences and Wisdoms ; but forbore 
for that time.' Then as to ^n^iasocting tlie Brains of Patagonians”, 
what harm, if you can got thorn gross enough ? And as to that of 
‘‘exalting your mind to predict the future,” does not, in fact, man look 
before and aftcri aro nob Memory and (in a small degree) Prophecy the 
Two Faculties ho has ? 

‘ThcHG things, — which are mostly to bo found iu the “ Lettres de Mau- 
periuis** (Dresdon, 1762, then a hrand-now Book), but are now clipt-out 
from the Maupertuis Treat isos, — wo can fancy to he almost sublimities. 
Almost, unfortunately not altogether. And then there is such a Sisyphus- 
ofTort visible in dragging tlicm aloft so far : and the nimble wicked 
Voltaire so soizes his moment, trips poor Sisypluis ; and sends him down, 
hecls-ovor-hcad, in a torrent of roaring do hr is ! “ From gradual tran- 

spiration of our vital force comes IDeath ; which perhaps, by precautions, 
might he indefinitely rotardod,” says Maupertuis. ‘‘ Yea, truly,” answers 
the other : “if wo got ourselves japanned, coated with resinous varnish 
(induiis de poiv n^sineux) ; who knows I” Not a sublime owlery can you 

^ Minute dctftilfl about it in Stcnzcl, ii. 234-23 ^^ ; who quotes ‘Erman ’ (a poor 
old friend of ours) ‘ .Sur h Projei (Vune ViUi SavanU dans U Hrandebourg 
(Berlin, 1792)* ; date of Ibe Project was 1667. 
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back on you as tempests of burning dust. ’ Euougli to send Maupertuig 
pirouetting through the vrorld, with red wig uuquenchably on fire ! 

Peals of laughter (once you are allowed to be non-official) 
could not fail, as an ovation, from the King ; — so report the 
French Biographers. But there was, besides, strict promise 
that the Piece should be suppressed : * Never do to send our 
President pirouetting through the world in this manner, with 
his wig on fire ; promise me, on your honour • ’ Voltaire pro- 
mised. But, alas, how could Voltaire perform ! Once more 
the Rhadamanthine fact is : Voltaire, as King’s Chamberlain, 
was bound, without any promise, to forbear, and rigidly sup- 
press such an AlcaMa against the King’s Perpetual President. 
But withal let candid readers consider how difficult it was to 
do. The absurd blusterous Turkey-cock, who has, every now 
and then, been tyrannising over you for twenty years, here 
you have him filled with gunpowder, so to speak, and the 
train laid. There wants but one spark — (edition printed in 
Holland, edition done in Berlin, plenty of editions made or 
makable by a little surreptitious legerdemain, — and I never 
knew whether it was Ahdkla in print, or Akakla in manu- 
script, that King and King’s Chamberlain were now reading 
together, nor does it matter much) : — ^your Turkey sur- 
reptitiously stuffed with gunpowder, I say ; train ready wait- 
ing ; one flint-spark will shoot him aloft, scatter him as 
flaming ruin on all the winds : and you are, once and always, 
to withhold said spark. Perhaps, had Akahla not yet been 
written — But all lies ready there ; one spark will do it, at 
any moment ; — and there are unguarded moments, and the 
Tempter must prevail I — 

On what day Akakia blazed-out at Berlin, surreptitiously 
forwarded from Holland or otherwise, I could never yet learn 
(so stupid these reporters). But * on November £d ’ the King 
makes a Visit to sick Maupertuis, which is published in all 
the Newspapers ; ^ — and one might guess the Akakia con- 

^ Rodenbeck, in dii ; Helden^GeschichU^ iii. 531, * ad November 1752, 5 P.M.* 
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blaze aloft about that time ; and all Berlin, and all the world, 
is in conversation over Mauj)ertuis and it, — 30,000 copies 
sold in Paris : — and Friedrich naturally was in a towering 
passion at his Chamberlain. Nothing for the Chamberlain 
but to fly his presence ; to shriek, piteously, < Accident, your 
Majesty I Fatal treachery and accident ; after such pre- 
cautions too [’ — and fall sick to death (which is always a 
resource one has); and get into private lodgings in the 
Ta\d)en-‘StTCisse^ till one either die, or grow fit to be seen 
again : ‘ Ah, Sire ’ — let ns give the Voltaire shriek of Not- 
guiltjjy with the Friedrich Answer ; both dateless unluckily : 

Voltuivc, ^ Ahf VW 71 DieUy Sire, In the state I am in I I swear to you 
again, on my life, which I could renounce without pain, that it is a fright- 
ful calumny. I conjure you to summon all my people, and confront 
them, What? You will j\ulgo mo without hearing me I I demand 
justice or death.* 

Friedrich, 'Your olfrontcry astonishes me. After what you have 
done, and wlmt is clear as day, you persist, instead of owning yourself 
culpable. Do not imagine you will make people believe that black In 
white; when one* (on, meaning I) 'does not soe, tho reason is, one 
does not want to seo every tiling. Hut if you drive the afl’nir to extremity, 
—oil shall bo made public ; and it will be seen wliether, if your Works 
deserve statucH, your conduct does not doBervo cliaiuH.' ® 

Most dark element (not in date only), with terrific thunder- 
and-lightiiing. Nothing for it but to keep onc‘‘s room, mostly 
one's bed, — ‘Ah, Sire, sick to death I'* 

December 2‘1'th, 175^, there in one thing dismally distinct, 
Voltaire himself looking on (they say), from his windows in 
Dove Street : the Public Burning of Alcalciay near there, by 
the common Hangman. Figure it; and Voltairc'‘s reflections 
on it: — haggardly clear that Act 'Jliird is culminating; and 

' At a * Hofralh Kranchoville*! {kind of subaltern Literary Character, see 
Denina, ii. 57), ‘ Tanhen-Sirasse (Dove Street), No. 20’ ; stayed there till ' March 
*753 ’ (Note by Preim, CEuvres tU FrMriCy xxii. 306 ft,), 

^ (Fuvns da FrMnCt xxil, 302, 301. 
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be brief. On the eighth day after this dread spectacle (New. 
yearVday 1763), Voltaire sends, in a Packet to the Palace, 
his Gold Key and Cross of Mei'it. On the interior wrappage 
is an Inscription in verse : ^ I received them with loving 
emotion, I return them with grief; as a broken-hearted 
Lover returns the Poiirait of his Mistress : 

* Je les re^u 8 avec tendresse, 

Je \)0U8 les rends avec douhur ; 

O'est ainsi quun amant^ dans son extreme ardenty 
Rend le portrait de sa maitresse.* 

And, — ^in a Letter enclosed, tender as the Song of Swans, — 
has one wish : Permission for the waters of Ploinbieres, some 
alleviations amid kind nursing friends there ; and to die 
craving blessings on your INlajesty.^ 

Friedrich, though in hot ^Y^ath, has not quite come that 
length. Friedrich, the same day, towards evening, sends 
Fredersdorf to him, with Decorations back. And a long 
dialogue ensues between Fredersdorf and Voltaire; in which 
Collini, not eaves-dropping, ‘ heard the voice of M. de Voltaire 
at times very loud.** Precise result unknown. After which, 
for three months more, follows waiting and hesitation and 
negotiation, also quite obscure. Confused hithering and 
thithering about permission for Plombieres, about repentance, 
sorrow, amendment, blame ; in the end, reconciliation, or 
what is to pass for such. Recorded for us in that whirl of 
misdated Letter-clippings ; in those Narratives, ignorant, and 
pretending to know : perhaps the darkest Section in History, 
Sacred or Profane, — were it of moment to us, here or 
elsewhere ! 

Voltaire has got permission to return to Potsdam ; Apart- 
ment in the Palace ready again : but he still lingers in Dove 
Street ; too ill, in real truth, for Potsdam society on those 
new terms. Does not quit Francheville'^s ‘ till March 5th ’ ; 
and then only for another Lodging, called ‘ the Belvedere,' of 
’ CoHini, p. 48 ; in CEnvrts cU Frddiric^ xxii, 305. 


suburban or rural kind. His case is intricate to a degree. 
He is sick of body ; spcctrcdmnnted withal, more than ever ; 
-^often thinks Friedrich, provoiccd, will refuse him leave, 
And, alas, he would so fain 7iot go, as well as go ! I,cave for 
Plombicres, — leave in the angrily-conteinptuoii.s shape, ‘ Go, 
then, forever and a day !" — Voltaire can at once liave ; but to 
cret it in the friendly shajie, and ns if for a time only ? Ilis 
prospects at Paris, at Versailles, arc none of the best ; to 
* return as if dismissed will never do ! Would fain not go, 
witlial; — and has to diplonmtiso at PotHdaiu, by IP Argons, 
De Trades, and at Paris .simultaneously, by Richelieu, D'Argon- 
son and friends. He is greatly to be pitied even Friedrich 
pities him, the martyr of bodily ailments /ind of Hpirilunl ; 
and sends him ^extract of (]uinciuina" at one timed ''Phvee 
. miserable months ; which only an (F(li))us could read, and an 
(Edipus who had nothing else to do ! The issue! is well 
known. Of precise or indisputable, on the road tliithor, \mv. 
are fractions that will sidfico* 

Voltaire (0 one Ihywu hin Dovtorj ni (* llorlln, H)th Dcocmlmr ' 

1762, week liiH wfiM iMirnt), M\MHh 1 could Hot-out 

on the instant, and put rnyHOlf into your haiulw and lnt(j Uio rtruiH of my 
family ! I brought to Horlln about a Hcoro of tooth, thoro ronmiu to ino 
flomotliing like six ; 1 l>rought two eyes, J liuvo nearly lost om^ of them ; 
I brought no oryHipoIiw, and I have got ono, which 1 take a great deal of 
caro of/ * Meanwhile I liavc hurled alinont all my Doclorw ; oven Jm 
Mottrio. Ronminflonly that I Iniry (JodeniiiM/ ((.’othenl\iN), ' who lookn too 
stiff, however/— and, at any rate, roluru to i/tm in Spring, wlion rrmdM 
and weather improve.'^ 

Friedrich to Voltaire (PolBdam, uncertain diUo). 'I'horc wiw no neml 
of tliftt pretext about tlio waterH of PlombieroH, in demanding your leave 
(co 7 igti). You can quit my Horvico when you like : but, liehtro going, he 
80 good as return mo the Ooutract of your Kngftgoniont, the Key* 
(Cliamborlain’ 8 )/t)io CroHs’ (of Merit), ^mid the Volume of VornrH wjiicli 
I confided to you. 

'1 wish my Works, and only they, had been what you and Kbiiig 
attacked. Them I Hacrifico, with a great d(MiI <»f willlugncHH, to porwona 
who think of increasing their own reputation by loHsonlng Liiat of olherw. 

' Letter of Voluurc’s, » Oiuvrn tie Voiiniu, Nmv. 


the garden ' (at rural Belvedere, — after March 5th ), ^ talking of our 
situation, he asked me, Could you drive a coach~and-two?'* I stared 
at him a moment ; but knowing that there must be no direct contradic- 
tion of his ideas, I said, — ^‘’Well, then, listen; I have thought 

of a method for getting away. You could buy two horses ; a chariot • 
after that. So soon as we have horses, it will not appear strange that we 
lay-in a little hay.’* — Yes, Monsieur; and what should we do with that?" 
said I. Le void (this is it). We will fill the chariot with hay. In the 
middle of the hay we will put all our baggage. 1 will place myself, 
disguised, on the top of the hay ; and give myself out for a Calvinist 
Curate going to see one of his Daughters married in the next Town. 
You shall drive : we take the shortest road for the Saxon Border; safe 
there, we sell chariot, horses, hay ; then straight to Leipzig, by post" 
At which point, or soon after, he burst into laughing.*' 

Voltaire to Friedrich (^Berlin, Belvedere,* rural lodging,* M2th 
March * 1753). ^ Sire, I have had a Letter from Konig, quite open, as 

my heart is. I think it my duty to send your Majesty a duplicate of 
my Answer.* ^ Will submit to you every step of my conduct ; of my 
whole life, in whatever place I end it. I am Konig’s friend ; but 
assuredly I am much more attached to your Majesty ; and if he were 
capable the least in the world of failing in respect ’ (as is rumoured), I 
would ’ — Enough ! 

Friedrich relents (To Voltaire ; De Prades writing, Friedrich covertly 
dictating : no date). *’The King has lield his Consistory ; and it has 
there been discussed, Whether your case was a mortal sin or a venial? 
In truth, all the Doctors owned that it was mortal, and even exceedingly 
confirmed as such by repeated lapses and relapses. Nevertheless, by the 
plenitude of the grace of Beelzebub, which rests in the said King, he 
thinks he can absolve you, if not in whole, yet in part. This would be, 
of course, in virtue of some act of contrition and penitence imposed on 
you : but as, in the Empire of Satan, there is a great respect had of 

^ In De Prades’s hand : QLuvres de Friddric^ xxii. 30S-9 : Friedrich’s own 
Minute to De Prades has, instead of these last three lines : ‘ That I have not the 
folly and vanity of authors, and that the cabals of literary people seem to me the 
depth of degradation,* etc. * CoUini, p. 53 * 

• * In the Siralattcr Vorsiadi {hodit^ Wood market Street);* Preusa’s Note 
to this letter* CEu^res de Frddirie, xxii. 306 n. 


Those aro Sovoroig'n PoutiH 8 words j which I havo cur6ful]y taken 
down* Tlioy are a Propliocy nither,’ ^ 

Voltaire to De (MJolvedoro, 16th March* 1763), ^Dear Ahbe^ 

-^Your stylo has not appeared to mo soft You are a frank Secretary of 
Shite iiovortlioleHa I give you warning, it is to be u settled point that 
I embrace you before going. 1 shall not bo able to kiss you ; my lips are 
too choppy from iny devil of a diHordor' (scurvy, 1 hear). ^You will 
easily dispense witli my kisses ; but don't diRpense, I pray you, with my 
warm and true fricMulHhip. 

^lowa I am in despair at quitting you, and quitting the King; but 
it is a thing indiHponHablo. (kniHidor with our dear Marquis * (D*Argons), 
^withFredoredorf,— witli the King himself, Flow you can manage 
that I have the conBolntlon of seeing liim before I go. I absolutely will 
have it; I will ombraco with my two arms the Abbe and the Marquis. 
Tim Marquis shan't bo klsHod, any more than you ; nor the King either. 
But I shall jxjrlmpH fall bliibhoriiig ; I am weak, 1 urn a drenched hen. 

I shall make a foolish figure : novor mind ; I must, once more, have 
sight of you two. If 1 cannot throw myaolf at the King's feet, the 
Plombieres watorfi will kill mo. I await your answer, to quit this 
Country as a happy or us a nuBcrablo man. Depend on mo for life. — 
V.'2_ThiH is Llie lust of these obscure DocuTnonts. 

Three clays after whioli, ‘evening of March 18 th/® Voltaire, 
Colliui with him and all his packages, sets-out for Potsdam ; 
King’s guest onco more. Secs tlic King in person ‘ after 
dinner, next clay " ; stays with him almost a week, ‘ quite gay 
together/ *«omo private (piizzing even of Maupertuis^ (if we 
could believe Collini or his master on that point) ; means ‘ to 
return in October, when quite refitted/ — does at least (note 
it, reader), on tliat gi’ound, retain his Cross and Key, and his 
Gift of the (Euvi^c de Poisks : which he had much better 
have left! And finally, morning of March £5th, 1753,^ 
drives off, — towards Dresden, wliere there are Printing Affairs 
to settle, and wliich is the nearest safe City ; — and Friedrich 
and he, intending so or not, have seen one another for the last 
time. Not quite intending that extremity, either of them, I 

^ CEuvrts tU Mdirk^ xxll, 307. * Ibtd^ 308, 

• Collini, pp. 55, 56. ‘ Ibid, p. 56 \ ice Rodenbeck, i. 253. 


‘ Take care of your health, above all ; and don't forget 
that I expect to see you again after the Waters ! ' such was 
Friedrich's adieu, say the French Biographers,^ ^ who is himself 
just going-off to the Silesian Reviews,' add they ; — who does, 
in reality, drive to Berlin that day ; but not to the Silesian 
Reviews till May following. As Voltaire himself will 
experience, to his cost ! 


CHAPTER XII 

OF THE AFTERPIECE, WHICH PROVED STILL MORE 
TRAGICAL 

VoT^TAiuE, once safe on Saxon ground, was in no extreme 
haste for Plombieres. He deliberately settled his Printing 
Affairs at Dresden ; then at Leipzig ; — and scattered through 
Newspapers, or what portholes he had, various fiery darts 
against Maupertuis ; aggravating the humours in Berlin, and 
provoking Maupertuis to mite him an express Letter. Letter 
which is too curious, especially the Answer it gets, to be quite 
omitted : 


Maupertuis to Voltaire (at Leipzig) 

* Berlin, fid April 1763. If it is true that you design to attack me 
again' (with your LaSeaumelle doggeries and scurrilous discussions), 
I declare to you that I have still health enough to find you wherever you 
are, and to take the moat signal vengeance on you (vengeance la plus 
Sclaiante), Thank the respect and the obedience which liave hitherto 
restrained my arm, and saved you from the worst adventure you have 
ever yet had. — Maupertuis.' 


^ Collini, p. 57; Duvernet, p. i86 ; (Euvres sU Vo/lairef Ixxv. 187 (*wilJ 
return in October *)* 



Voltaire's Answer (from Leipzig, a few days after) 

^ /e JPrMdentj — I have had the honour to receive your Letter, 
You inform me that you are well; that your strength is entirely 
returned; and that^ if I publish La Beaumelle’s Letter' (private Letter 
of his, lent me by a Friend, which proves that you set him against me), 
you will com© and assassinate me. What ingratitude to your 
medical man Akakia !**■■* If you exalt your soul so as to discern 
futurity, you will see that if you come on that errand to Leipzig, where 
you are no better liked than in other places, and where your Letter 
IS m safe Legal hands, you run some risk of being hanged. Poor me, 
indeed, you will find in bed ; and I shall have nothing for you but my 
syringe and vessel of dishonour : but so soon as I have gained a little 
strength, I will have my pistols charged cum puZ-vere pyrio ; and multiply- 
ing the mass by the square of the velocity, so as to reduce the action and 
you to zero, I will put some lead in your head ; — it appears to have need 
of it. Adieu, mon President, — Akakia.^ ^ 

Here, in the history of Duelling, or challenging^ to mortal 
combat, is a unique article I At which the whole w-orlt! 
haha’d again ; perhaps King Friedrich himself ; though he wa> 
dreadfully provoked at it, too ; ^ No mending of that fellow ! 
— and took a resolution in consequence, as will be seen. 


Dresden and Lieipzig done with, Voltaire accepted an 
invitation to the Court of Sachsen-Gotha (most polite 
Highnesses there, and especially a charming Duchess, whe 
set him upon doing the Annales de VErn^re, decidedly 
worst Book). ‘ About April 21st' Voltaire arri^ed, staged 
till the last days of May ; ^ and had, for five weeks, a beautiful 
time at Gotha ; — Wilhelmina’s Daughter there (joung Duciit 
of Wurtemburg, on visit, as it chanced),^ and all manner o 
graces, melodies and beneficences ; a little workings ^ 
the Annales, in the big Library, between-whilK. Five 
melodious weeks. Beautiful interlude, or half-hour of orchestra. 


* Duvernet, pp. lS6, 187 j CEtwres dt VoUairt, 55 ' 

* CEuvresde Ixxv. 182 f*. (Clogen^ns 

* Wilhelmina-Friediicb Correspondence {CEuvres 

258, 249). 
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M ‘ On the luu'l of which there uuluippi 
Afterpiei^ or axlicil to the Herliu Visit; whic 
M*t the wIujU* tlienlre on linj, and finished by < 
than Jkukh ibelf. A thing still famous to 
^hieh ^oine intelligible notion must be left wit 

Hie e^^enec of the story is briefly this, 
fine de}K)rtnu‘nt in parting witli bViedrich, ha 
lo ft'tniii hin Decorations, his Letter of Agrcci 
Ihnik o/ IWsits (one of Uiose ^Twelve Cop: 
Jhmjtm du Chatrau^ in hajjpier times !)— and, 
hi^ way^i a friend, not m a runaway or one 
tn»w, by his late procedures at Leipzig, and 
jHjrthob»s‘ in that manner, ho had awake 
indigimlion again, Friedrieh's regret at al 
take thos^e nrtich's with Inm ; and produced 
Ft inh’ich lo have tlunn back. They are not { 
of much moment; but as nnvrks of friendshi 
all faKilie?i. One of the articles might be 
jHuinnee: that Hook of Poesies; thvice^pri 
in wliich are salirical spurtfl a(lcctiu{i 
i-rtvwmxl hciul *. one shudders to thii\k what 
VoUaire might cause by jiuhlishiug these! Thi 
idea ; atul hy no means a chimerical one, as 1 
^itl (Euxrf being actually rei)rintcd upon bin 
wants (not by Voltaire), in the crisis of the 
t 4 j put him out with his nude of England, ^ 
m paa^nge^i,^ « Wc will have those articli 
Friedrich ; * that (Kuvra most especially ! 
wait for him at Frankfurt, as he passes home 
of him there.’ And Urn (<lirectly on th< 

t Ti.tc of U i.* tfu l^hihiophi (ft (P 

■ l7tK>)i I vtil. umo: m Puri., 'in Jnmmry’ 

Jlctlm. wills 9ili."H"= f'*' eJi'ion' (pi 

Mt,t t.irih) und«r lillc, JUwstt, I vol. \)IK 8vo (1 

V.ef»c«, p. t See Pormey, ii. aas, ui 

•176}')- 


through portholes ^at bidden Fredersclorf take 

measures accord iufjb » 

Freclcrsdorf did ho ; early in April and onward had his 
Official Person wailing al kranklvirt (one I^^reytag, onr Prussian 
Resident there, very celebrated ever since), vigilant in the 
extreme for Voltaire s arrival, ami who did not miss that 
event. Voltaire, arriving at last (May 31st), did, with 
Frejtag’s hand laitl gently on Iuh sleeve, at once give-up what 
of the articles he had about hinM^-the unluckily, not 

one of them ; and agrec^d to be mulor mild arrest JParole 
(Thonneur; in the Lion (POr Ilolel here r) till said (JEttwe 
should come up. Under Frodersciorrs guidance, all this, and 
whatfolloWH; King I'riedricb, al’ler the general Order given, 
had nothing more to do with it, anti was gone upon his 


Reviews. 

In the course of Iwt) weeks or moi’e the OpAivve de JPoSsie 
did come. Vollaire wan impatient to go. And he might 
perlmps have al; once goni*, had Prey tag been clearly instructed, 
so as to know the (^sHuntial IVom the unessential here. But 
he was not -[loor Huballeru Prey tag had to say, on Voltaire'‘s 
urgencies; ‘ I will al inia* re})ort lo llerlin ; if the answer be 
(ns we hope), ** vVll right,'*' you are that moment at liberty 
This was a thing iineKpeeLt’d, astonishing to Voltaire; a thing 
demmuling paticuu'is siUmce : in tlu’co days more, with silence, 
as turns out, it would have been all beautifully over, — hut he 
was not strong in those (|nnlilies ! 

Voltaire'H arrc'sl hilherlo had been merely on his woi*d. of 
honour, ‘I promist*, on my honour, not to go beyond the 
Garden of this Inn.' llul; ho now, without warning anybody, 
privately revoked naid word of hoiioLtr ; aaid Collini and he, 
next morning, whisked shiftily in(;t> a hackney-coach, and 
were on the edge of heing clear o(K 'X'o Freytag's terror and 
horror; who, however, envjght them in time: and was rigorous 
enough now, mid loud onongli Ht.reot-mob gathering round 
the transaction ; Vollaire very loud, and Frey tag too, the 


* 'Kricdrkh lo VVilhcliiuua, I2lh Aiuil 17 S3 ’ (CEttvyesy xxvii. in. 227). 

vnT O A 


liiatucr Ltl-Klllg lliC JLK^XC ^ OV^CiJCSO VWLiJ.Xi.iag3 irmuil voicaire 

has painted in a highly flagrant manner ! 

On the third day, Answer from Berlin had come, as 
expected ; answer (as to the old score) : ^ All right ; let him 
go ! ’ But to punctual Freytag’s mind, here is now a new 
considerable item of sundries: insult to his Majesty, to wit; 
breaking his Majesty’s arrest, in such insolent loud manner: 
— and Frey tag finds that he must widte anew. Post is very 
slow ; and, though Fredersdorf answers constantly, fi’om Berlin, 

‘ Let him go, let him go,’ there have to be writings and re- 
writings ; and it is not till July 7th (after a detention, not of 
nearly three weeks, as it might and would have been, but of 
five and a day) that Voltaire gets off, and then too at full 
gallop, and in a very unseemly way. 

This is authentically the world-famous Frankfurt Affair ; — 
done by Fredersdorf, as we say ; Friedrich, absent in Silesia, 
or in Preussen even, having no hand in it, except the original 
Order left with Fredersdorf. Voltaire has used his flamingest 
colours on this occasion, being indeed dreadfully provoked and 
chagrined ; painting the thing in a very flagrant manner, — 
known to all readers. Voltaire’s flagrant Narrative had the 
round of the world to itself, for a hundred years ; and did its 
share of execution against Fidedrich. Till at length, recently, 
a precise impartial hand, the Herr Varnhagen, thought of 
looking into the Archives ; and has, in a distinct, minute and 
entertaining way, explained the truth of it to everybody; — 
leaving the Voltaire Narrative in rather sad condition^ We 
have little room ; but must give, compressed, from Varnhagen 
and the other evidences, a few of the characteristic points. 
The story falls into two Parts. 

Part 7, FredersdorJ sejids Instructions ; the ^ (Euvre de 
Poesie ’ is got ; hut — 

April lltkj 1763 (few days after that of Maupertuie's Cartel, Voltaire 

1 Varnhagen von Ense, Votiaire in Frankfurt am Mayn^ 1753 (separate, w 
here, I2mo, pp. 92; or in Berliner Kakndtri^x 1846). 
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3!8t May 1753I rt • .1 1 >1 

having* sot to iiniif? tlirou^li poi'tholofi npim, and tlio King being swift 
in bis rt’HoIuiion on it), Knctntuiu Freclersflorf, wlio has a freo-H owing' 
yot n sternly and compact ))onj diroclrt Ilorr Fraying, our llosidont at 
Frankfurt-on-Mayn, To proouro from tho AublioriUos tlioro, on Majesty's 
reqaefit, tlio necesHary janvars ; than vigilantly to look-out for Voltaire’s 
arrival j to detain tho Haul Voltaire, aiul, if necoHsary, arrest liim, till he 
deliver cortuia artioloa belonging to hia Majesty: Cross of Merit, Gold 
Key, printed (Kiwre r/a Poesies and Writings {SIcripturon) of lua Majesty's; 
in short, varionH nrtieles,- Uio Hgeri/ioation of wliicli Is aoniowhat izidis- 
tinct. In Frailoratlorl’H writing, all this ; not so inatliomatically luminous 
and iudiflpuLnblo an in Kialiors it would have bean. Froytag put quoations, 
and tlioro paHSod Hovoral liellarH btslwcou Fnahu'sclorf and him; hut it 
was always uncoinfortaldy lia/.y to bVoytug, and ho never understood or 
guossod lliat llio f/iUtov! tin PiMoa was tho vilal iLoin, and the rest formal 
in compiiriHon. IVbloli Is juKtly couHidorad to luivo been an unlucky 
circuniHtimr.o, m nmlterH tiiriUMl. For hoi]) to hiiuHolf, Fraying is to take 
counHelwilh ono Ilofralh Hrhuiidt; i\ Hulmtaulial cxperieiiood Burghor of 
Frankfurt, wliowe rathsliip is Pnissiaii* 

April I'‘ ray lag aim worn, That Solnnidt and ho received hia 

Majesty’s All-gnirimiH Ordors llio day boforn ycatorday (Post takos eight 
days, it would Hruiu) ; that tliey have proourod tho neccHWiry powora ; 
and are now, and will ho, ililigcntly' waUdiful t() exociito the sainc. 

Whloli, ouo iniiMt Huy, they In right oiirnaHt are; palrolliiig about, with 
lips Btriotly cloHcd, eyes vividly oi>on ; and have a man or two privately 
on watch at Iho likely fllrititniH, <111 the ]U)HHihlG liigliwayn und ho con- 
linuo, Vnllairu doing IiIh AniKtU np fha and enjoying hiinself at 

Gotha, for wcnkn (tfter,^ inmdi uneonseiouH of their patrolling, 

Froylng 1m in no rosport a Hhiniiig Diploinatint ; — probably soino 
EmcrHm Fdculciiimi , doing his function for GOA n year : but does it in a 
practical solid nmiiuer, Vh-ilcs with HtilV brevity, Htirt’ hut diHbinot ; 
with perfect oljHorvamio of graiimiar botli in Froiicli and (tormaii ; with 
good practical houhc*, and biiLlifui efiort to do aright what his order is : 
notrucoof ^MouAir/ of MlOtivre de Poi'H/iio,' to ho found in Froytag; 
midmost, or fdl, of the ridiculoim burs ntuelc on him by Voltaire, arc to 
ho pulled oir ngfuii au an filis, or fietioiiH, Holacing to the nlllietecl Wit. 

Froytag 1 h not of quirk or bright hitolleet: and unluckily, just at tho ^ 
crisiH ot Vollaii'o’H actual arrival, both Schmidt and Fr<MlorHdorf are off 
to Kmbdcii, wliero there \h *’(h*anil Meeting of tlio lOmhden Sliipping 
(•ompiiiiy’ (with rtimforlahlo dtvhlondH, let im hope), — and have loft 
Froytag to Iuh own rcHOurrcH, In rimo of tnnergenoy. 

Thundny Mmj HU/, ^ about eight in tlio evening,’ Voltaire docH arrive, 

—most pi'OHpcrouH journey in I her to, by (’aHHoI, Marburg, Warburg, and 

* ‘Left (Jollm 25lh May ' (Clog, in CtCuvrcs dc VoHairt^ xxv. 192 «,)• 


ntlu'r pluroH fniMnUH tlu’u t>r l4iiHUt>i4r uf llt*Hseu (uImo W illn 

u f* hlin ; (’filling* Jiini ^ > 

ICxrolliMu*)'/ nr * ^^, lo Turutt'^ ; «tul nut^t up nl tlio (I’uldcn Lio 
FrnuK flirt, wlipii^ nionm huvo biuMi onlpriMl ; Froyljv^ wpU iiwurc, th< 
iio Hftyn iinllihifi:, 

hYittiitf mnrnititf Jntw Uf, * hin I'Ai olli'tiry ftiut Sulto ‘ (Vnltniro 
(’tillifii) lmv<^ tlioir luir«i‘H pnrriii^o »>ut, luul nn' uluiut Ui 

llui nmil nguin, vvtuMi Frt’ylUK^ by » Dr, lliu'kpr, * Kraul 

MtigiKlrato jUfiut inVr * aiul » Piuh^mhii rt'oniiliiig’ laiMitri 

proHiMil*! hlinsplf in npiutinml 1 Hraili'rrt kumv Vulli 

ftocnunt inul Mtuiflir (’ulUni’s ; and may now lipar I'royUg^H own, w 
Ih pniutoil from fni'l : 

* Inlrmlurlmy rivililioH dm in (nor/i ijtmiH'htfii i'o/iVwro), I nuulo 
rtoquHlntail vvitlj t)u» will of ymir most All grttrimiw MajoHl.y, Ho 
nnu'h OHloinwhotl no « mutor) ; * Im mUoI IiIh oyon, niul 

hiniHolf lim‘k in IiIm rlmir** ^ (‘iUIh in lila frioml (‘ollln!, whom, at 
I had riniui'Hti'd to withdraw. 'I'wo riJifinN aro prtxluriMl, and opi 
hy (killiai ; vUilatimi, |mni’toal, long nut! t».dnful, laatinl from nlno 
till fh'o I'.jx. Pm'Kot'^firo iimdo, a groat many l^tjiorn, ' atid <»no I 
wliirli ho oax unwilling In quit.' (porilonH /.o /‘ior//r) ; invmitorio 
drawn, duly nigiuMl, ParludH ani hlgnolod, mutually MimUiil, lU 
rhipa im iho 'roMU-Hoal firnl, Kinytag and \’nllain> following with U 
' Ho mado thousand prulr'statifUiN of luMfultdily to your Majoaly ; ho 
protty wtnik ' (Uku fainting, think y»iu, Umr KoHiihmt?), ^and ii 
Jm loidtH llko a Hkidotun.* * Wh' than mndo domand of tim I 
fii/orr th* IWhii'A t *t*lml, Ju' wild, wan in Iho Big (’umo; and ho 
not whollior at Uup/lg nr Hamhurg ' (know vary wall whons it wan) 
fuuling nothing oUo would do, wrolo for it, wlmwing I'Voylag Uio I 4 
and ongagad, on hia w tud of honour, not to Mtirhauoa till it arrived 
Hpon whirlii what isi farther to ha notad, though all hooiuh 
aaltlad, Kraylag, at VoltairoM Nirnast antraaty, 'for hahoof of M« 
DimiIm, a halovad Niaaa, MnuMiaur, who i^ wailing for mo hour 
iSlruMlmrg, wlitnn Nuah fright, might lia lha daatli of! ' jmlH on pii 
fow wordn (tho fow whiah Vnltniro haa twiniad into ' ^ Poi* 

and HO forth), to lha alfarl, ' ‘fhat wliaimvat* tho (JiuNu^ coincH, Vr 
♦ Hhall aatually 1m vo laava to go/ And ho, after alght-hour« 1 
(nino A.^f. to hva everything \h IiumIumI ogaiu. VoUairo, 

Hhonka.d and n*ilontHhad, poor kouI, * h\\m ipuatly down to IAh Au 
(aayH C!ollini),“‘ -to working, inoro or Iomn ; a rasoureo lio ofUm llion 
Hindi cftHOH. Madame UaiiiH, on raraiving Inn had uowh at Htrm 
HotH oiF toward N him : ar riven Home dayn lie fore tlie C/Cunm and il 
(liiHO, King Friedrich liad gone, May IhI, for Home weokH, I 

* Colfmii p. 77. 


® Viunliagm, p. iC. 


Silesiiiu uVvioMH; Juno Int (vory <luy of thin in tlio Lion 

<r()r), ho iri oiT mihu to PniHnin tlnn (jjuo ;• and k^lo^vH^ Iiitliovto 

am! till quito llm tnuL ludlnug, ovrojiL that Vulluiro Iuih not tuniod-up 
tiny whom 

* * Vollniro onniml Imvo diujo nuirli at hin vl?un//.v, in tiim iritoriin 

ntthodoldon Llun, * whom ho has lihorty to walk in tho (hivdon/ Ho 
hiw boon, ami in, hoorrlly rorvoN|iundin^, oompluinin^ and applyiii^f, all 
romul, at a Krout nilo : lo (’mint SuuUon Iho Imporinl Kxoollonay at 
Main/., in Kmnrh frlomU, to Prinoowa Wilhohnlna, nltiinatolyto Friedrich 
hiiMHoir.^ Ilo Im^ horn roooivin^ viaita, friim Sorono IlipflniosaoB, ^Duke 
of Moinlngon’ ami the like, \vho happen to ho in Town. Viait from 
lni<|uUnnH Dutrli IJookHidlor, \‘an Huroii (Printer of llm ; 

witli whom wo hail anoh ooiitrovorHy onro. IniijuitouHj now opulent 
ajul proHpornuH, Van nuren, happmung Iti iio hero, willliavo tho ])leaHuro 
of calling on an old dlHtingnFhod friend ; dlHtingnin]io(l friond, nt night 
of him otilering lln^ ({artUui, hle[)4 InMIly up, givea him a hox on the 
ear, witliout uordn hut an interjertion (ir twt>; and vniiishoH within 
doorn, 'rimt Ih humelliing ! SMonHiivnv,’ aiiid (lollini, atriving to weep, 
hat unnhlo, ‘^you have had a blow from llm grenlPHt man in tho world. 

In nhort, Voltairo han hern oxelltng great HmiHathm in Frankfurt; and 
keeping Freylag in perpid.ual fear and trouhlo. 

Afinuluij lilth Jttur^ tlie Pig ( ane, lumheriiig along, does arrive. It ia 
carried atraight to Iweytag'a ; and at olov(Ui in Die morning, Colllni 
eagerly atlentlH to Imvi' it opened, Freylag,' to wlicnu Schmidt has 
returned from KmlMlen. hut no Answer from PotHdam, or the least light 
ahont llioHo ♦s/rW/daren , U in the deptliH of emliaiTasHmont ; cannot 
open, till he know eoinpletidy what ilemn and ho is to rnuko 

Mure of on ojiening ; M ranmd, till the King’s auawor cornel' — ^But 
your written jiromlHO to Vidlaire?' 'Tush, that was my own private 
promiKe, MonNiour; my ow/i private prediction of whaLwould happen; 
a thing proyhnaJ, ami lo aave Mmlame DeiiiH’H life. Patioiice ; perhaps 
it will arrive IIuh very day. Como again to mo at throe e.M. there is 
Herliii poHt li)day; ihen again in tlireo days I tmroly cxj)cct the Order 
will eomo hy thin pont or ne.tt ; tiod grant it may ho by this ! ' Cellini 
atUmdM at three; there is Mole iVom h'nuhu'sdorf ; King's Majesty absent 
lu PreuHHOu all LIiIm while ; expemUsd now in two days. Freytag's face 

* In d& VoU^tif Ixxv, Letters to Stadion (of strange 

enough u*nor: hcc Vaiuluvi^cn, pp. etc,). In Gi.twns dd FMinCi xxii. 303, 
and in (EuvriS xU foltaifY, Ixxv. i8Si is the Letter to Pricdrich (dateless, totally 
mis))lnerd, and rendered uninlclligible, in both Works) : Letter through 
Willichnina (.sec her fine remarks In forwarding it, CEuvres dc FrHh-tc^ xxvu. 
in. 23i<. 

* Col I ini, p, 183. 


[aoth Junc- 7 th July 1W3 

isibly brightens : ^ Wait till next post ; throe days more, only wait 
Ind in fact, by next post, as we find, the Open-Sesame did punctually 
5ome. Voltaire, and all this big cawing rookery of miseries and rages, 
vould have at once taken wing again, into the serene blue, could 
/oltaire but have had patience three days more ! But that was difficult 
'or him, too difficult 


Part IL Voltaire^ m spite of Ms efforts^ does get away 
(June SOth — July 7th) 

Wednesday June 20^Aj Voltaire and ColUni(^word of honour* fallen 
dubious to tliem, dubious or more), — having laid their plan, striving to 
think it fair in the circumstances, — walk out from the Lion d’Or, 

^ Voltaire in black-velvet coat,* ^ with tlieir valuablest effects {La Fucelle 
and money-box included) ; leaving Madame Denis to wait the disimpvison- 
ment of Q^wwe dt Po^siej and wind-up the general business. Walk out 
very gingerly, — duck into a hackney-coach; and attempt to escape by 
the Mainz Gate ! Freytag’s spy runs breathless with the news ; never 
was a Freytag in such taking. Terrified Freytag has to ^ throw-on his 
coat* ; order-out three men to gallop by various routes ; jump into some 
Excellency’s coach (kind Excellency lent it), which is luckily standing 
yoked near by ; and shoot with the velocity of life and death towards 
Mainz Gate, Voltaire, wliom the well-affected Porter, suspecting some- 
thing, has rather been retarding, is still there : ^ Arrested, in the King’s 
name ! * — and there is such a scene ! For Freytag, too, is now raging, 
ignited by such percussion of the terrors ; and speaks, not like what they 
call ^ a learned sergeant,* but like a drilled sergeant in heat of battle : 
Voltaire’s tongue, also, and Collini’s, — ^Your Excellency never heard 
such brazen-faced lies thrown on a man ; that I had offered, for 1,000 
thalers, to let them go ; that I had ’ — In short, the thing has caught fire ; 
broken into flaming chaos come again. 

'Freytag* (to give one snatch from Collini’s side) ' got into the carriage 
along with us, and led us, in this way, across the mob of people to 
Schmidt’s* (to see what was to bo done with us). 'Sentries were put at 
the gate to keep-out the mob ; we are led into a kind of counting-room ; 
clerk,, maid- and man-servants are about ; Madam Schmidt passes before 
Voltaire with a disdainful air, to listen to Freytag, recounting,* in the 
tone of a learned sergeant, what the matter is. They seize our effects ; 
under violent protest, worse than vain. ' Voltaire demands to have at 
least his snuffbox, cannot do without snuff ; they answer, ' It is usual to 
take evexy thing.’ 


» Varnhagen, pp. 39 ' 4 I» 


® lb. p. 46. 



lustp July 

’ ' t'U'tt vn-rti Piry ; (Vtun litm< tn tini« 

lu^ lilUnl llit'm iiiiho, ,\n t! ti» nn». All till w HuilihMii 

uotiriiiK « iltnir hwU m|hm<, h»' (Uii»ui»h it, utn( U tutt, .Muilum 

Sfliniiilt lii’r sijUAil, nnti t)»nM» tit.iiil h(*r\7uitM ; «n(l, nt 

iht'ir Inmti, uUrr, W lt$a f' riir** ju% "rnuunt I lio ulluwinl to - 

to Viiioit, Ihtn (*«rfM luiiittl hilu, till llo ilu it ; 1 ‘ull tiut 

t iillini, hImj hull ' hmt »lu>kv u, \>iih hW hiiKor*! in IiIh thront, 

uUiMiijilioK to \uinii I ttiul itt irnihoit ; **' Mott nro yo\i illj thou?" 
llo ttii«Mf<«ritnl in « )tm v im r, tr.ir« in hin oyo^i, /’Vot/n, A»</o (I |U’otoufl)j" ' 
mill tNflliul IrauU him hm hj, u^/rW'h ’ ‘Tim AuUiiir ut tlm Z/r/jriW/f 

mul Mrro^H ' ; v»hfit ft ^pn 141*10 (***«• \t,t tor two ImiirH iiiui they <Ioa« 
wilii tiu'ir mjmI thir jouMhlioJi mid I'r/m/A’ (nninoy- 

Inix) virofo ihrovui into mi om|ity trunk' (wimt oImo omild Ihoy Im thrown 
into?) * whii'h lorkrd v^ilh o pmlliu'k, mnl hojiIimI iiith t\ juipori 
VolUiro'ii ttrm*»uu thouim oud, mul .^rlimliU's* rijdmr im llii* otiior, Dorn, 
KrryUfj'fl ( Imk, IddilhU load m* owny, J-ijgn nl iho /Amr' (or /hV/i/-* 
(hHt( ; tjioro Inoii olortlt ; /.noi ridnuin^ tn Im oom'orm*(l witli uh 

tnrlhm) ; Iwolvo sjntiUor« j Maihiimi DimiIh ivilh I'urloiuH of hnyurmlK, 
nmi ollior woll known tlti^ranido^i. ^ * ‘I’ho 7th of July, \'olUiro did 
wrtimlly ji{o; ftinl tlmii in «n osilronm hurry, i>y liK mvn hhn»n‘, u^aln, 

"rht'Hf liiml wt* tom*li unlv in Uu* linnij ; VollnirtAs 

own Nnrmtivn tif tlu'*u‘ ln*in^ hd riijiioiiN, llamini^ly iinpntssivo, 
luul hlill ktuiwh It) f\rnl)t>ily. lh)W tmu'h hot, lor ('or VolUiini 
atul UH, hmi luduuly nvor knuwu it ; hiul il. unviT wrild.iui ; 
hiul Ihn ]jotu‘ luihliuh, tu) hidtm* ihun a chaium Hliviit-riol; all 
ut* ii, uflri' anuiHiiiy;; tdil Frankfurt for a M’hilo, boon loft to 
drop into (liu guttiMH forover ! 'To Vollairo mui various 
ottuTH (nm and iny JHior nuidors inoludod), that was the 
tifnirahh* thin^^ 

Had tlmn* hut Ina-n, auiouf^ one's roHoinres, a little j)atience 
arul ])rartii‘al nuidour, instead of all that; vituiau'ativc do- 
(lueuee and power of Iragieonnc dehcripLion ! Nay, in that 
ease, this wrelehed Hireel n<il Imbhoh n<*ed not have been 
at all. IVuly M, do V(dtfdn» had a l.rdtuiL for spiKxdi, but 

IftUKMitably wauled that of silriau* ! VVe have now only tluj 

Kftd <luly of pointinf(-{)iit lla* prin^dpal ineiularitie.s contained 
in M, <ie Ve)llnin’H world -fnnioiiH Account (for lias oilier aide 
hnH betfu bean! «ince tliat) ; and ho of quitting a painful 
J Colliid, \t[t. Hi, 86. 


376 THE TEN YEARS OF FEACE [BOOK xvi, 

[aothJune- 7 th July 1745 

business. The principal mendacities, — deducting all that 
about ‘ Po^shie ’ and the like, which we will define as poetic 
fiction, — are : 

1®. That, of the considerable files of soldiers (almost a Company of 
Musketeers, one would think) stuck-up round M, de Voltaire and Party, 
in The Billy-Goat ; Madame Denises bed -curtains being a screen of 
bayonets, and the like. The exact number of soldiers I cannot learn : 
^ a Schildwache of the Townguard ' (means one ; surely does not mean 
Four?) ^ for each prisoner,’ reports the arithmetical Fi’eytag; which, in 
the extreme case, would have been twelve in whole (as Collin i gives it) ; 
and ‘ next day we reduced them to two,' says Frey tag. 

2®. That of the otherwise frightful night Madame Denis had ; ' the 
feUow Dorn ' (Freytag's Clerk, poor, hard-worked frugal creature, witli 
frugal wife and family not far off) ^insisting to sit in the Lady's bed- 
room ; there emptying bottle after bottle ; nay, at last ' (as Voltaire 
betliinks him, after a few days) ^threatening to* — Plainly to excel all 
belief ! A thing not to be spoken of publicly : indeed, what Lady could 
speak of it at all, except in hints to an Uncle of advanced years? — 
Proved fact being, that Madame Denis, all in a flutter, that first night 
at The Billy-Goat, had engaged Dorn, ^for a louis-d’or,' to sit in her 
bedroom ; and did actually pay him a Jouis-d'or for doing so 1 This is 
a very bad mendacity ; clearly conscious on M. de Voltaire's part, and 
even constructed by degrees, 

3®. Very bad also is that of the moneys stolen from him by those 
Official people. M. de Voltaire knows well enough how he failed to 
get his moneys, and quitted Frankfurt in a hurry ! Here, inexorably 
certain from the Documents, and testimonies on both parts, is that 
final Passage of the long Firework; last crackle of the rocket before it 
dropped perpendicular ; 

July Qth, complete Open-Sesafne having come, Freytag and Schmidt 
duly invited Voltaire to be present at the opening of seals (his and 
theirs), and to have his moneys and effects returned from that ^old 
trunk' he speaks of. But Voltaire had by this time taken a higher 
flight. July 6th, Voltiiire was protesting before Notaries, about the 
unheard-of violence done him, the signal reparations due ; and disdained, 
for the moment, to concern himself with moneys or opening of seals : 
‘ Seals, moneys ? Ye atrocious Highwaymen ! ‘ 

Upon which, they sent poor Dorn with the sealed trunk in corpora, 
to have it onened hvVnltairA himcAlf pAllin? in 
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jflUt ,Ju«f yOi July j 7.1,1 1 
<.(• vftri<itt« /hirrit'^ iiinl 1mk1i(1.ih ii volimnyiu-eu, Hiiiitchod one of tho itiBlols 
(').i«ti.l willimtt iMitt.liT, williiMil jliiit, witluiut lock/ siiyH Voltaire- 
■ i-llii-iiMit i.iMtol Jiiat Inadc.l/ tuHlilioK (.'ollini) anutcliod said pistol,’ 
and rlickinK It to the i-m-k, phiiiKtvl Doni-wnrd, a-ith furious oxclama- 
tions: iiotiiuito unlikely to have ahot Dorn (iu tlvo llosliy parts),— had 
not folllni luirriedly sinn-k-up liia hand, ’Mon Dkn, Monsieurl’ and 
Dorn, Hilli trunk, iiiHtnntly vanisliod. Dorn, naturally, ran to a Lawyer. 
Voltaire, drioidintf 'IVial lor intmiiled Homicide, instantly gathered liim'- 
self; and shot away, self and /'ncc//e with Cellini, clear off;— leaving 
Niece Denis, leaving moneys and other things, to wait till tomorrow, 
niul tit'll lo an ihoy could. 

vVrUtr (hio of duys, hi l\u\ duo k‘|^ul inannor, the Trunk was 

oju'tunl ; 'llic \\)L of i‘X|u'nHOH‘ (U)/. and odd HhillingH, not 1004 or 
intirc, nH variotmly givon it) was luxuratoly tukou from it by 

Schmidt and KrcytaK, lo Im luiid whoro duo.— (in exact liquidation, 
Mrniidhird of V’/ic ho much, " Ilackucy-Coadnnon, Riding 

(‘nijHtnblcM Hctil In chuvic/ ho much, as pnr bill) j—and the rest, 704 10.?. 
wan jmnrtimlly lucked up again, lill Vidliiiro Hbuuld apply for it ^Sond 
11 after him/ Krlcdricli nnHworml, wlimi inquired of; ^Sond it after 
him ; Imt nut* (rcllccts Il(^) MuiIohm there is somebody to take Ida Re- 
ceipt it/ uur gentliminn luniig the man ho is. Which case, or any 
applicatiun from \''olUdre, never turned-up. Robbed by those high- 
waymen of I’niMHian Agenla T exidaimetl Voltairo ovorywlioro, iustoad of 
njijdyiiig. Never applied ; nor ever fu rgut. Would fain have engaged 
(‘ollini t/> apply, ewpeidally w)n*n the I'Vcnch Armie.s had got into 
Frankfurt, - Imt I'olliul did not see Ids way.^ 

So that, (‘xct*})t; aa coimolntory sooldiiig-sfoclc for the rest 
of luM lifts Voliain* goL iioLhin^ of his 767, 10, v., ^with 
j(‘VV(»lH nntl Hiiuirhox/ ahv/ty.s lyin^ ]'wuly in the Trunk for 
him. Ami it Imd, 1 Mippo-se, at tlio long last, to go by 
}f}ffht of Wlml/fill Ui Homebody or otlior : — unless, perhaps, 
it hUH lie, overwhelmed under dust and lumber, in the garrets 
of the old UnihhauN yonder, waiting for a legal owner? 
What heeanie of it, no man knows; but that no doit of it 
over wtmh F'e^ylng's or King l^ricxlrich\s way, is abundantly 
tivithmt, On Un? whole, wliat an entertaining Narrative is 
Lhul of VolUire’H ; but wliat a pity he bad ever written it ! 

^ Tince I.cUcfH to Coliini on the subject (January— May I759h Co/Um,pp. 
208 - 311 . 
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This was the finishing Catastrophe, tragical exceedingly ; 
which went loud-sounding through the world, and still goes, 
— the more is the pity. Catastrophe due throughout to 
three causes : Firsts That Fredersdorf, not Eichel, wrote the 
Order ; and introduced the indefinite phrase Skriptureny 
instead of sticking by the (Euvre de Poisies^ the one essential 
point. Second, That Freytag was of heavy pipeclay nature. 
Third, That Voltaire was of impatient explosive nature ; and, 
in calamities, was Avont, not to be silent and consider, but to 
lift-up his voice (having such a voice), and with passionate 
melody appeal to the Universe, and do worse, by way of 
helping himself 1 — 

^ The poor Voltaire, after all 1 * ejaculates Smelfungus. * Lean, of no 
health, W melodious extremely (in a shallow sense) ; and truly very 
lonely, old and weak, in this world. What an end to Visit Fifth ; 
began in Olympus, terminates in the Lock-up ! His conduct, except in 
the Jew Case, has nothing of bad, at least of uuprovokedly bad. ^^Lost 
my teeth,” said he, when things were at zenith, Thought I should 
never weep again,” — now when they are at nadir. A sore blow to one's 
Vanity, in presence of assembled mankind \ and made still more poignant 
by noises of one's own adding. France forbidden to him ’ (by expressive 
signalings); ^miraculous Goshen of Prussia shut: these old eyes, 
which I thought would continue dry till they closed forever, were 
streaming in tears ; ” ' ^ — but soon brightened-up again: Courage I 

How Voltaire now wanders about for several years, doing 
his Annales, and other Works ; now visiting Lyon City (which 
is all in gandeamus round him, though Cardinal Tencin does 
decline him as dinner-guest) ; noAV lodging with Dom Cal met 
in the Abbey of Senones (ultimately in one’s own first-floor, 
in Colmar near by), digging, in C!almet’s Benedictine Libraries, 
stuff for his Annales; — wandering about (chiefly in Elsass, 
latterly on the Swiss Border), till he find rest for the sole of 
his foot : ^ all this may be knoAvn to readers ; and we must 

^ frrtni * XTatriT filh TnKr ^ /1oi? emir . nr*, xti tx ♦ 


my vi' it, I’ivrpt only Ihnt, nt*\L year, in hi.s tent, 

or hinnl lutl/^iu^s at (’uluiar. iUr Xu^Ah visitod liini (Abmluim- 
likts uftta* a Vauu-ly, that, oiu* inanung (late in October 

ITn-t), II knock rainc to bin iluor, * llc'r Serene Highness of 
liaireulh to ^vr yon, at (lu* Inn over there!’ ‘Inn, 

Daireiilh, miv yoti r lleavenn, svhati^'Or, to take it in 
lilt' form : 

‘ Jntumry I?*’-*, \\m/ (while Vultuiro mit dcHolato in 

I'VMnrljovillr'n, fhr 'the Ihdare nt liiiirnilli, Marf^-nif wUli oandlo 

III rm o]nMi wintluv^ , and t urOunw ncur, hud rnught lire ; inoxunddy 

llufiu'd up, rtiitl luirnt ilvidl' it and ulher lino odiliooK udjoininf^.^ 
^Vilhidiiiiiiu iH ulwuy»» viuy ill in iti'nllh ; ihoy uro now rohuildin^^ tlioir 
IVlttro ; MiUKrftl* )ju»< Jud, ^Vity not. try Montjudlior ; lot uh Imvo 
u wiiilrr thno!" On Uuil niiOul llioy uro (iMid of Ootohor ITfui) a'ot 
tho Irnath nr(*olnmr; unit d(j tho \'tillniro inirurlo lu Very 

rhnrmina to l)>r |nii»r iiiuu, in Ijjm ruhticulii)n Jiero, 

' lOight hnni.i in n jiirro, with tlio Si^tor of the King of PruH«ia/* 
uTiloH ho : think id' tli.ii, iny frionilM ) ‘‘,S)io huulod roo udtli hountioa; 

ouulo imi ft niu»it htuiulilul yrr^out, tuHiHtoil to hoo my Nioro; would 
huvn 100 go with thoto Ut Mt»nl(tollior.“ ^ <)Uu*r inUjrvlowH and niectingw 
Uioy hud, tlioit' untl ftnlhor on: Vidlniro triod for the Montpellier; but 
could md.'’ Wilholmiim wintortol at Montpollior, without Voltaire 
(*‘'r)mnk your hliH *!'’ wrili'ti h'riodrirh to her, The Friedr!cli-Wil- 
ludinlnn «ro at tlioir hont during thin dnurnoy ; hero unfortunately 

very few).* Winter done, Willudmilia wimt slill South, to Italy, to 
Naph'H, hurk hy Voiilrr : nt NujdoHj undergoing tlio (iroLto del Cano 
find mdghhourhood, \\'illudtulna pluitkofl a Nj>rig of Laurel from Virgjrs 
<Jrnve, nnd urnt it to lior Hrothor in Uio pretUoHt manner; — is homo at 
Hairouth, new Ihilnro rrndy, AngiiMt 17*^1,’ 

'I’licsc poiiit.H, luin-iflily p»(. (li)wn, cavoful roadcra will mark, 

nrivr I im-..innc), 'In Frlitimiy 175^ ' (fAV/ww, xvii. M 3 /(■);— then purchased 
nut far ntr, ‘ in (h itil.r-r 175K' ) ami cniulmicd tlieic, still more gloriouB, 
for iiliniuit twenly years tlirin ofurili Ixxvii, 39}!, x.vxix. 307 : llinnk the 

rxael ' tilng.' for liolh llir-ir Noles). 

' nolle, .VAi.* /Ini'iiiitA (H.iyieiilli, 1S33), p. 17S. 

* Ix-ltera (in CKuvifi, Ww. 431), 4 !i 2 ). ' Colmar, 23d October, etc. 1754.’ 

• Wrote to Ktie.lficli alsmt it (one of lii.i first Letters after the 13 xplMion), 
ajiplyini; to rrinltieh ' for a I'assport ’ or Letter of Protection ; which Friedrich 
answer* liy I)c I'railf., openly Iniigliing at it {(liuvrts, xxiii. 6). 

‘ (Kuvrts d» /''M/nc, xxvii. 111. 248-273 (Sciilcmlier 1754, and onwards). 







rU . 
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and perhaps try to keep in mind. Wilhelmina's Tourings 
are not without interest to her friends. Of her Voltaire 
acquaintanceship, especially, we shall hear again. With 
Voltaire, Friedrich himself had no farther Correspondence, 
or as good as none, for four years and more. What Voltaire 
writes to him (with Gifts of Books and the like, in the 
tenderest regretful pathetically cooing tone, enough to mollify 
rocks), Friedrich usually answers by De Prades, if at all, — in 
a quite discouraging manner. In the end of 1757, on what 
hint we shall see, the Correspondence recommenced, and did 
not cease again so long as they both lived. 

Voltaire at Potsdam is a failure, then. Nothing to be 
made of that. Law is reformed ; Embden has its Shipping 
Companies ; Industi'y flourishes : but as to the Trismegistus 
of the Muses coming to our Hearth — ! Some Eight of 
Friedrich’s years were filled by these Three grand Heads of 
Effort; perfect Peace in all his borders : and in 1753 we set 
how the celestial one of them has gone to wreck. ^Understand 
at last, your Majesty, that there is no Muses'‘*-Heaven possible 
on Telluric terms ; and cast that notion out of your head ! ’ 

Friedrich does cast it out, more and more, henceforth, — 
'‘Achy mein liebe7‘ Sulzer^ what was your knowledge, then, of 
that damned race ? ’ Casts it out, we perceive, — and in a 
handsome silently stoical way. Cherishing no wrath in his 
heart against any poor devil ; still, in some sort, loving this 
and the other of them ; Chasot, Algarotti, Voltaire even, who 
have gone from him, too weak for the place : ^ Too weak, 
alas, yes ; and I, was I wise to try them, then ? ’ With a 
fine humanity, new hope inextinguishably welling-up ; really 
with a loyalty, a modesty, a cheery brother manhood unex- 
pected by readers. 

Eight of the Eleven Peace Years are gone in these courses. 
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„ot i*. .un.irtHh li. Ih' fl^^ vra, iu »«” 
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(Treaty of Aix in his pocket) ; and an Excellency Keith, more 
and more famous henceforth, has succeeded him in that 
Austrian post. Busy people, these and others ; now legation- 
ing in Foreign parts : able in their way ; but whose work 
proved to be that of spinning ropes from sand, and must not 
detain us at this time. 

The errand of all these Britannic Excellencies is upon a 
notable scheme, which Royal George and his Newcastle have 
devised, Of getting all made tight, and the Peace of Aix 
double-riveted, so to speak, and rendered secure against every 
contingency, — by having Archduke Joseph at once elected 
* King of the Romans.** King of the Romans straightway : 
whereby he follows at once as Kaiser, should his Father die ; 
and is liable to no French or other intriguing ; and we have 
taken a bond of Fate that the Balance cannot be canted 
again, Excellent scheme, think both these heads ; and are 
stirring Germany with all their might, purse in hand, tc 
cooperate, and do it. Inconceivable ^vhat trouble these 
prescient minds are at, on this uncertain matter. It was 
Britannic Majesty'^s and Newcastle’s main problem in this 
world, for perhaps four years (1749-1753) ; — ‘ My own child, 
as a fond Noodle of Newcastle used to call it ; though 1 
rather think it was the other that begot the wretched object 
but had tired sooner of nursing it under difficulties. 

Unhappily there needs unanimity of all the Nine Electors 
The poorer you can buy ; ‘ Bavarian Subsidy,’ or annua 
pension, is only 45,000^., for this invaluable object; Koln h 
only — a mere trifle trifles all, in comparison of the sacrec 
Balance, and dear Flanover kept scathless. But unfortunateb 
Friedrich, whom we must not think of buying, is not enthusi 
astic in the cause ! Far from it. The now Kaiser has nevei 
yet got him, according to bargain, a Reichs-Guarantee fo 

^ Debate on * Bavarian Subsidy * (in Walpole, George the Second^ i. 49) • 
less Correspondence between Newcastle and his Brother (curious to read, thoug 
of the most long- eared description on the Duke^s part), in Coxe’s Pdhanti ii 
338-465 (‘31st May 1750 — 3d November 1752^): precise Account (if anybod 
now wanted it), in Adelung^ vii, 146, 149, 154, et $eq. 
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had wished the thing ; but with nothing like such enthusiasm 
as King George; — ^to whom the refusal, by Friedrich and 
Fate, was a bitter disappointment. Poor Britannic Majesty : 
Archduke Joseph came to be King of the Romans, in due 
course, right enough. And long before that event (almost 
before George had ended his vain effort to hasten it), Austria 
turned on its pivot ; and had clasped, not England to its 
bosom, but France (thanks to that exquisite Kaunitz) ; and 
was in arras against England, dear Hanover, and the Cause 
of Liberty ! Vain to look too far ahead, — especially with 
those fish-eyes. Smelfungus has a Note on Kaunitz; readable, 
though far too irreverent of that superlative Diplomatist, 
and unjust to the real human merits he had. 

^The struggles of Britannic George to get a King of the Romans 
elected were many. Friedrich never would bite at this salutary schemo 
for strengthening the House of Austria: bad maiij is not he?” 

And all the while, the Court of Austria seemed indifferent, in comparison; 
— and Graf von Kaunitz-Rietberg, Ambassador at Paris, was secretly 
busy, wheeling Austria round on its axis, France round on its ; and 
bringing them to embrace in political wedlock 1 Feat accomplished by 
his Excellency Kaunitz (Paris, 1752-3); — accomplished, not consummated ; 
left ready for consummating when he, Kaunitz, now home as Prime 
Minister, or helmsman on the new tack, should give signal. Thought 
to be one of the cleverest feats ever done by Diplomatic art. 

^Admirable feat, for the Diplomatic art which it needed ; not, that 
I can see, for any other property it had. Feat which brought, as it was 
intended to do, a Third Silesian War ; death of about a million fighting 
men, and endless woes to France .and Austria in particular. An exquisite 
Diplomatist, this Kaunitz ; came to be Prince, almost to be God-Brahma 
in Austria, and to rule the Heavens and Earth (having skill with liis 
Sovereign Lady, too), in an exquisite and truly surprising manner. Sits 
there sublime, like a gilt crockery Idol, supreme over the populations, 
for near forty years. 

' One reads all Biographies and Histories of Kaunitz : ^ one catches 
evidence of his well knowing his Diplomatic element, and how to rule 
it and impose on it. Traits there are of human cunning, shrewdness of 
eye; — of the loftiest silent human pride, stoicism, perseverance of 
determination, — hut not, to my remembrance, of any conspicuous 


1 Hormayr’s(in CEsUrrcichischer Pluiarc/t, iv. 3tes, 231*283); etc. etc. 
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Laws, he had, in 1744, directly after coming to possession of 
Ost-Friesland, instructed Excellency Andrie, his Minister in 
London, to apply at the fountain-head, and expressly ask of 
my Lord Carteret : ‘ Are hemp, flax, timber contraband ? ’ 
‘ No,’ answered Carteret ; Andrie reported, And on this 

basis they acted, satisfactorily, for above a year. But, in 
October 1745, the English began violently to takep?a?ifc for 
contraband ; and went on so, and ever worse, till the end of 
the War.^ Excellency Andrie has gone home ; and a Secre- 
taiy of Legation, Herr Michel, is now here in his stead : — 
a good few dreary old Pamphlets of Michel’s publishing 
(official Declaration, official Arguments, Documents, in French 
and English, 4to and 8vo, on this extinct subject), if you 
go deep into the dust-bins, can be disinterred here to this 
day. Tread lightly, touching only the chief summits. The 
Haggle stretches through five years, 1748-1753, — and the 
at last ceases haggling : 

^January 1748’ (War still on. foot, but near ending), ‘’Michel 
applies about injuries, about various troubles and unjust seizures of 
ships; Secretary Chesterfield answers, have an Admiralty Court; 

beyond question, right shall be done.” Would it wore soon, then ! ” 
hints Michel. Chesterfield, who is otherwise politeness itself, confidently 
hopes so; but cannot push Judicial people. 

^February 1748. Admiralty being stiJl silent, Michel applies by 
Memorial, in a specific case : ^‘Two Stettin Ships, laden with wine from 
Bordeaux, and a third vessel,” of some other Prussian port, laden with 
corn ; taken in Ramsgate Roads, whither they had been driven by storm : 
'^Givo me these Ships back!” Memorial to his Grace of Newcastle, 
this. Upon which the Admiralty sits ; with deliberation, decides (June 
1748), ^^Yesl” And there is hope that a Treaty of Commerce will 
follow which was far from being the issue just yet ! 

^ On the contrary, his Prussian Majesty’s Merchants, perhaps encour- 
aged by this piece of British justice, came forward with more and ever 
more complaints and instances. To winnow the strictly true out of 
which, from the half-true or not provable, his Prussian Majesty has 
appointed a Commission,” * fit people, and under strict charges, I cun 
believe. ‘^Commission takes (to Friedrich's own knowledge) a great deal 
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‘November 23d, 1762, resolved on by Friedrich;’ ‘con- 
summated April 23d, 1753:’ these are the dates of this 
decisive passage (Mlchers biggest Pamphlet, French and 
English, issuing on the occasion). February 8th, 1753, no 
redress obtainable, poor Newcastle shrieks, ‘ Can t, miistn t ; 
astonishing I ’ and ‘ the people are in great wrath about it. 
April 12th, Friedrich replies, in the kindest terms; but 
sticking to his point.’ ^ And punctually continued so, and 
did as he had said. With what rumour in the City, com- 
mentaries in the Newspapers and flutter to his Grace of 
Newcastle, may be imagined. ‘ What a Nephew have I ! ’ 
thinks Britannic Majesty * ‘ Hah, and Embden, Ost-Friesland 
is not his. Embden itself is mine ! ’ A great deal of ill- 
nature was generated, in England, by this one affair of the 
Privateers, had there been no other: and in dark cellars of 
men’s minds (empty and dark on this matter), there arose 
strange caricature Portraitures of Friedrich : and very mad 
notions, — of Friedrich’s perversity, astucity, injustice, malign 
and dangerous intentions, — are more or less vocal in the Old 
Newspapers and Distinguished Correspondences of those days. 
Of which, this one sample : 

To what height the humour of the English rau against Fried ricli is 
still curiously noticeable, in a small Transaction of tragic Ex-Jacobite 
nature, which then happened, and in the commentaries it awoke in their 
imagination. Cameron of Lochiel, who forced his way through the 
Nether-Bow in Edinburgh, had been a notable rebel ; but got away 
to France, and was safe in some military post there. Dr. Archibald 
Cameron, LochieVs Brother, a studious contemplative gentleman, bred 
to Physic, but not practising except for charity, had quitted his books, 
and attended the Rebel March in a medical capacity, — ‘not from choice/ 
as he alleged, ‘but from compulsion of kindred ' ; — and had been of help 
to various Loyalists as well ; a foe of Human Pain, and not of anything 
else whatever : in fact, as appears, a very mild form of Jacobite Rebel. 
He too got to France ; but had left his Wife, Children and frugal Patri- 
monies behind him, — and had to return iu proper concealment, more 
than once, to look after them. Two Visits, I think two, had been 


^ Adelung, vii. 336.338. 



II ' 

u*! .* At , h.it II,^ iturtt. ill l7.Mi^ provM 

i;>^. irvt, *; ,t .,r 1^.,,^. t.a.l, »,„1 i),„ 

t »■ I (. .! . , i ;i S.s [^ j. .r t ,i, ,-|..ii wan iiiicarllil'il ' »t tll<> 
laakf.i ..r u!r V a-.,! Sa .t ,.f; in Ivtliihlitxli 

faafV, Slr;.r!. {ir J-.) ) , ,») I,.r (Vl-ilMIM, U'llil-fl 

lers'S! '-«* -i? S- ' * , in »i' ?-!« hiirr am! ntmitiil I'lincitititory 

r, a. -! „ f J--;, |,i^ 

t A>! s«i *l •■{ J rt «a) (I ,, |4(it<n nt Kl'IlullllftlMI, M'illl 

(••! n-.rj. , . !f,v-il.r!. H.,- f m' > „.a, i.i tli,» (,i„l H,,, 

, i-'.l V €• s<". -i s Jail i,(| lici' tlfl'lirt' Iloyivl 

A^-'t , ai‘>« l-a*t !«» {"sF!) tt tl»Mf paf, rtiytil jitmllt'nttut ; 

I «»*«5 « J.-51 

fin Vi 5 . ; i i' I i*rhr\|», hn NJ»}IU' 

rff^r U !> It' o r «fii» jM )f:ivn li uitt*'*} fn tho 

va 'ij . Av4 .1 ^ JS Cli?r»4 ll't livtv Hut hjH 

C^SA.^rt M? S?., l - hrui h(ruhgt‘Ht 

?fir » I IT ^ I iftv iltJU’HU ol Rll'f ,Mi»t |srIlu| ItJ I’liri'N, 

• ♦f f ';.‘. irl V* I t,c !f.i. hrl-itiMtiH n( ihttt HlllulnrV 

|C.>na;af I't; • r a u’.A r ir/r B^hsnh UaMiijn Wilh flint, )liH m’fai'ioUH 

e .•Ji4u» I iu nuDf I'u AVrr IV . a:?.,- au $ttl tli4», itnrn il Jinl |U'i»\'0 IlIlU, 

9 ^ Npwe^iif uSrja ulii| vt I'H inrnrttU'd JU'rwtiMH IlUVC 

.0, v< t c ihr w,it4ii uir»i iUin|^, «ini It Khi^ hfllL U|K)n 

t r y ». IIm i^Ol iPtWr ilM’lUIrrivitWl*, It WH« 

i;, iVr I * Uaftrjs rtt,*! Jii (‘jirli'vi, iijjiv i^rhaDy hnljoroJ, 

I ^1(1 U ;« t r ri' tt All of l)l(i of 

IViiM 5 ® ^ tK«s t s-i ,-, Ill's rrt,ti»4 hrtri tatu t‘» i'rtlly tlin Jrti'oliiti* (MuluirH 

itjfn ilm?, ai Uir hf^t rirnr H|nUti’r, Krii’ilrich luul 

i »nr iij {lU tMTsS pt ^. .sj*:uiAn truujia, rt*mly III Iri'jy nvor, ntid 

Ja* ‘iVsiiBiu !m ihr |s. i",'Sr| ittjn ItMlt' ' * 

AhMi|} Iskr h n’t Hiul fhr lijinn i^f Tai hiry lind inimicml 

«n itir ' tUsai^^tinau < nuf i mV m 't\ * (ni^^iu^t I !)i'li(n't‘, hoiiK* (inie 
m t irsiiuiiu- tiniiii'n*! fii-?*! of oil, whiVh was Iliisliop 
IlMfulll,*?} I'lfttr, tii ttp' li lior of fUlci J 01’ flinh 

t ht’ iMojwrtfU ol ( luou \^t\H t’oiiri’riHMl ifi iVJ(*ii*Ka J'tjrtor- 
liir^vriv, '^itU au I’W to ol }itu' xofiiwiti Auioiip all the 
ihitt thru viru’i i^f that t’V<*r WiTOy Kiii^ Juried rich 

* U at . tf, fSt !• ,^tl.|1tj //oracfi Afana 

V Ui I) c Ul rihrU^ ^drhiiiv!, oi \]^ }AU ^ot* jwir Crtmcrofi 

t ; *g*r ' ')r »'»■« f 


UiJ\/ JL.XJLJU# JL, jL'f ■M. ^ -- ' — 

ti753 

distinguished himself by the grand human virtue (one of the 
most important for Kings and for men) of keeping well at 
home, — of always minding his own affairs. These were, in 
fact, the one thing he minded ; and he did that well. He 
was vigilant, observant all round, for weather-symptoms ; 
thoroughly well informed of what his neighbours had on 
hand ; ready to interfere, generally in some judicious soft way, 
at any moment, if his own Countries or their interests came 
to be concerned ; certain, till then, to continue a speculative 
obseiwer merely. He had knowledge, to an extent of accuracy 
wliich often surprised his neighbours : but there is no instance 
in which he meddled where he had no business ; — and few, I 
believe, in which he did not meddle, and to the purpose, when 
he had. 

Later in his Reign, in the time of the American War 
(1777), there is, on the English part, in regard to Friedrich, 
an equally distracted notion of the same kind brought to 
light. Again, a conviction, namely, or moral-certainty, that 
Friedrich is about assisting the American Insurgents against 
as ; — and a very strange and nzdubitable step is ordered to be 
taken in consequence ! ^ As shall be noticed, if we have time. 
No enlightened Public, gazing for forty or fifty years into an 
important Neighbour Gentleman, with intent for practical 
knowledge of him, could well, though assisted by the cleverest 
Hanburys, and Demon and Angel Newswriters, have achieved 
less ! — 

Question Third is — But Question Third, so extremely 
important was it in the sequel, will deserve a Chapter to 
itself. 

^ CEtrjns de FricUric^ xxvi. 394 (Friedrich to Prince Henri, 29th June 1777). 
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entire, should be restored at once (France extremely anxious on that 
point) ; but for the rest had, being in such haste, ilung itself altogether 
into the principle of StatuS'-guo-antSy as the short way for getting through. 
The Boundary in America was vaguely defined, as ^ now to be what it 
had been before the War/ It had, for many years before the War, been 
a subject of constant altercation, Acadte, for instance, the Nova Scotia 
of the English since Utrecht time, the French maintained to mean only 
*the Peninsula,' or Nook included between the Ocean Waters and the 
Bay of Fundy. And, more emphatic still, on the ' Isthmus ' (or narrow 
space, at north-west, between said Bay and the Ocean or the Gulf of St. 
I^wrence) they had built ^ Forts ' ; ^Stockades,' or I know not what, ^on 
the Missaquish ' (hodie Missiquash), a winding difficult river, northmost 
of the Bay of Fundy's rivers, which the French affirm to be the real limit 
in that quarter. The sparse French Colonists of the interior, subjects of 
England, are not to be conciliated by perfect toleration of religion and 
the like; but have an invincible proclivity to join their Countrymen 
outside, and wish well to those Stockades on the Missiquash. It must be 
owned, too, the French Official People are far from scrupulous or 
squeamish ; show energy of mansgenient ; and are very skilful with the 
Indians, who are an important item. Canada is all French ; has its 
Quehecs, Montreals, a St. -Lawrence River occupied at all the good 
military points, and serving at once as bulwark and liighway. 

Southward and westward, France, in its exuberant humour, claims for 
itself The whole Basin of the St, Lawrence, and the whole Basin of the 
Mississippi as well: ^Have not we Stockades, Castles, at the military 
points; Fortified Places in Louisiana itself?* Yes; — and how many 
Ploughed Fields bearing Crop have you ? It is to the good Plouglier, not 
ultimately to the good Cannonier, that those portions of Creation will 
belong ! The exuberant intention of the French is, after getting hack 
Cape Breton, 'To restrict those aspiring English Colonies,* • more 
Ploughers and Traders, hardly numbering above one million, 'to the 
Space eastward of the Alleghany Mountains/ over which they arc 
beginning to climb, 'and southward of that Missiquash, or, at farthest, 
of the Penobscot and Kennebunk* (rivers hodie in the State of Maine).* 
That will be a very pretty Parallelogram for them and their ploughs and 
trade-packs: we, who are 50,000 odd, expert with the rifle far beyond 
them, will occupy the rest of the world. Such is the French exuberant 

' La Gallisonni^re, Governor of Canada’s Despatch^ * Quebec, 15th January 
1749’ (cited in Bancroft, Hiitory of the United States^ Boston, 1839 ct scq.). 
‘The English Inhabitants are computed at 1,051,000; French (in Canada 
45,000, in Louisiana 7,000), in all 52,000:’ History of British Dominions in 
North America (London, 1773), p. 13. Bancroft (i. 154) counts the English 
Colonists in ‘ 1754 about 1,200,000/ 
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•<'*.'1 i.An t'*. ©pia !irr t.i i! *• ( l-.suth \u I ; in)mliiUnl« hum tlmlr 

I «•.«! r*.. \yc A- Jr- ; t-. rs, ( oUH' ttn TriU^MUirth l4l ('dI’HO, 

%. r“*:^ cKn ..M '^ah, * 1 *"* - ui* 4 * ( , t*i w rt^rlninfy, lu' in now on Krimch 

^r«<'i!;»! , ?K»! } wi,|, a' tho IVrritory lioro ; fti\(l 

iiiAioiaif* fjrrri »si« h nf * ?;n rtimoiiH^iioiu'rH ’ (thin cvor Hinoo 

0. n |frA»> I.! \.i, )..i 1 f( A’#ny lh(«<in<’HN luuvi no pnmHinff) 

' h»i r whal 0 .f» |l»oai»Un U twrrn lh<‘ tntH ouMti'it’H !«/ <,’hij(- 

ij»-, »*i Uu'' jiopolvj I ioj) |(ono, (.'onjodllig 

»U'l h*a I H'liiiUrit 1 tI t*i jrtoro tn IlAllInx, 

It v«.v. ?;Mt u\l \*;f. }{uu ImII.-vuii^, Uml ( 'hi/^fjon’to roiild ho nolidly gf>t 
huM i4 thr Hat prMpIr ; u»»r till n !i»m^ tinu' nltcM’, timl fji (Jorno 
.‘ iM ? r h;-. fn. Kadi’^. lool Mout jiurkin^,* Ho))U»ml)or 

r;*'*. n l ipr li*;.-!* HU i hij^ntn ift Innnd tho plrn’ii |)(»]nil(MiH np:ain, 

h4J:a*.'\ i»ru. h ' r* I-;; >fll(liorN Of 0 MOrt) wIlO Kt(I<l(l 

fcrf', Ji r.rly t dfjruri’-i, aud oordrd u drl(*muo(*<l onruHli, 

»ud *^»>5U> ^^«.o ri^H i!(f*:r i}i»a07,' )>rhjro tliHupponriJif^, 1’liiH wnw 

k..iut'd Tlin j t •» latat ijv IduiifUlird (if flilw vsom roully military on the 
1 jru»!i r.Mr* Sud in Nnwouln't' folIoM iu^i Koioo HniuII Hj'iUHli CmiHor 

1. u ^ lalhu.; m wiih Froiii'h fii’iKimlino, from Quohoc^ 

I V pi. t 5 ^ 1 . .d*Or-» AUtl woIttt’Olm'Uls /hr Ul ('oi'IlOj, HOlzed 

rKr. r.%n,v^ ; h', fu:. -• d I- «int i< not fjf lu^ro i«o,‘ Dinui nion lont to Ui« 
JUita^h, f fhn hfrUilt, ; 4 iid huiOfchl ll to Il/tlihlX. 'LowfllJ HOd 

ur.f-ari V..* thr Adoioolty (oiitt; ^sll^‘or rimryi' Hhrifdf Dm 
} /nu» h , n. hirrahoiA^ Oljl lOti) urluol JlrtwIlOH ot illlTOO^ ill DiIh 

u>;»!$ucr 

Hj.*iah { .HcjHffl-ijoua, i.vM ill huhiImo*, nunu*« nntMrorili nuMitlon, iiiivc, 
at \U fKi . IT^n, j*niu» lo PnriH ; utul uro holding manifold con- 
1 :itu h ditto, to 00 jiurjioMs rtiiy of (horn, Ono roadw 
iho dfraty laulo lit thi* Uoho of \‘fov<-rt*ill<i upon it, In Iho Yonrn onward ; 

g.oug to diUjcullioH; hut overy- 

hody. hVr'ji. h ttud KoKlifth, Oiiothig moie juHlim; nnd our and thoir 
t iootiiifrduiurf 0 l»**ing Ml *iOidi a gmorniin Hpirit^ nuroly tiioy will nooii 
arUir it ‘ ^ | hr.) did or roilid ; and htendlly it wont on worNoning. 

*I*lint uutnlilf juivfth' /is^torl ion of thti iM'ciifli, Ihtit Cao/ula 
HUtl I#mu*ii uKi nuoot nil Auu*ri(*n of tlie Allof^liutiics, had 
not ^v^ mi/ni out lo ihn iMiglihh ; but it in gradually oozing- 
out /and tliut I-ngl/uid will have to content itself with the 
uuHlritUo (’uuidrv Iviug cast of that JJliie range* ‘ Not much 
nhovr a nulliou tlf Nuu/ say the Frcriclt ; < and surely there is 

‘ O/^/.V'voa*; itif, x*. 5 .Vh 

* Hu /.riirra. in Oar'll it ^<>7 ('Scplcmher 1751 h etc* 
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room enough East of the Alleghanies ? We, with our couple 
of Colonies, are the real America ; — counting, it is true, few 
settlers as yet ; but there shall be ii\jiumerable ; and, in the 
mean while, there are Army-Detachments, Blockhouses, fortified 
Posts, command of the Rivers, of the Indian Nations, of the 
water-highways and military keys (to you unintelligible) ; and 
we will make it good ! ^ 

The exact cipher of the French (guessed to be 50,000), 
and their precise relative-value as tillers and subduers of the 
soil, in these Two Colonies of theirs, as against the English 
Thirteen, would be interesting to know : curious also their 
little bill, of trouble taken in creating the Continent of 
America, in discoveriiig it, visiting, surveying, planting, 
taming, making habitable for man : — and what Rhadaman- 
thus would have said of those Two Documents 1 Enough, 
the Fi’ench have taken some trouble, more or less, — especially 
lU sending soldiers out, of late. The French, to certain 
thousands, languidly tilling, hunting and adventuring, and 
very skilful in wheedling the Indian Nations, are actually 
there ; and they, in the silence of Rhadamanthus, decide that 
merit shall not miss its wages for want of asking. ^ Ours is 
America West of the Alleghanies," say the French, openly 
before long. 

‘ Yours ? Yours, of all peoples ? ’ answer the English ; and 
begin, with lethargic effort, to awake a little to that stupid 
Foreign Question ; important, though stupid and foreign, or 
lying far off. Who really owned all America, probably few 
Englishmen had ever asked themselves, in their dreamiest 
humours, nor could they now answer ; but, that North 
America does not belong to the Fi'ench, can be doubtful to 
no English creature. Pitt, Chatham as we now call him, is 
perhaps the Englishman to whom, of all others, it is least 
doubtful. Pitt is in Office at last, — in some subaltern 
capacity, ‘ Paymaster of the Forces ’ for some years past, in 
spite of Majesty’s dislike of the outspoken man ; — and has his 
eyes bent on America ; — which is perhaps (little as you 
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KtrMHiy BUrvoyuifC, inniHru U|| u»r vun rrircrii j tU’HrrutiH (Ull^i'UUy 

lu>mewnnl» ngnin, KriMU’h niul ItuliunN rntln'r ImniNnin^ hin rt'nr Kri- 
Irotu’hoH luiiiHi'ir, Iht July, nt ^slml ho cnlls ' Kort Ntnu'^ulty/ «ome wny 
<U>u'n ; ftiul llio horond dny uftor, iitl July 1« nlUcked In vi'gorouH 
mililiiry muiinoi*. DidVniU hiiuHolf, what ho can, lht‘ou;^lt nino hourH of 
luMivy rain ; ImH lo^it lldrly, llu' Kronrli t)niy Ihreu ; and ia (ddlji((Hl to 
cnpitulaio : * Krco Ari((idra«ar tliu toritiN ffivoiu 'riiiM in tlm Inat I 
hoard of tho Ohio ('(unjuuiy i out ihu IumI of \\'aahiiiKUJU, hy any inimnn, 
Oliio (•'oin|mny, itn judicii)UM NohI Hipudchod in lhi*< nmmu'r,uuy, 
luuMMuo a Jicry (’orUatrlco or ‘ l'*ort />ai/«f4r»r' nooil not ho nuMilioncd 
farlluM’. 

By llila llino, auroly lil^h thno now, worhum inllitary projauationH wore 
on foot; «w|)i‘cially in iljo vavimiH (’idouit^ nmd oxjifmoth llul, an tiMunl, 
it U a llniiK of tinmt admirod tlij^tirih^r ; over)’ Om ornor hl« own Kin;< or 
Vico-Kin^, lioraoH aro jnilling dillVronl w-aya : Ninall hopo llirm, uuIuhk 
I ho IIoJMO ({ovortnntMvl (wlmro ton t liavo known iho InirHo^ a Utllo din- 
uropaut, unaklirul in hamr^'* I) will Horiiuoily toko it in hninl. Tho Homo 
(lovoriniiont ia taking it In hand ; Imrura w illing:, if a thuu^'ht unnkilluk 
Iloyal niylnn'HH of C ‘»nalnM*lautl lia^* aoloctiMi (hujoral llraihlork, and 'fwo 
UoKinuoiN of tlio Idni^ (tlio two t)iat ran away at l'roHinn|Hin«, tihiii 
o/nrn), Itoyal Iliffhiu'^vN cniiHulta, <‘om’t»rl*j, inditutrlotHly |iro]mroN, com- 
plotcH ; iiindcilly cortuin that hero ntiw \h tho ollrctual ronunly* 

Ahont Nowycar'h tlay Hradtlock, with lii<* ‘1 ‘wo Hri^imonU and 

rnm|doli*d apparalna, fcot to Hoa. Arrivod, I’ohruary, at W’llliam- 
in (‘'at Haiiipilrn, noar thoro/ if anytuitly U partirolar) ; 

found now that thU waa not tho placo t»> arrivo at; that ho would hmo 
hIx w'cokri ()f inarching, hy nnl having hiiidod in IhoiowyKania ln«tond, 
Fouinl that hln .SlurcN hint hooti ini^^parkcil at (’nrk, that IIiIh had 
ha]>poiKul| mid alao that ; and, in ahnrt, that ( hatm had Imon vary con- 
Nldoraldy provalont in lida Advontura of hi« ; ami did atill, in all tlial 
now lay round It, nimdi ]»rovail, Ihior man : very lira^o, they »ay ; imt 
williout knowlcdgo, except of Itohl drill ; a heart of iron, hnl brain 
moHlly of pipeclay i|uality. A man j»ovoro and rigcooiH In n^glmeiital 
polnlH ; noniiMuptnouH of tho (‘olonUi that gathered to help 

iiim ; Uirlee-toiitemplnouH of tlio Indlan^i who were a vital point in 
the Mutarprine aliead. (“haow U very alrong, et*pinially If within 
onoHclf aa well I Ihior liratldock look tho (*oh»id«l Militia IteglmenU, 
(!olotud WiMiliinglon a« Aide -de- (‘amp ; look the lMdmn« and Ap- 
poudagcH, (!oloniaI (Jino^much preiiiding : and after Inlinito delay« and 
confuM'd hHggllng>i, got on march ; regular, and of all aorU my 

4,()(H) atrong, 

(lot on inarcli ; uprawlrd ami liagglad up the Alleghanie#, nucli a 



»vu*h ^ v»tt|^oivs<trvirc^, hh wm t^Mom ween before. Poor 
lienrral mul Atniy, )i« wm lik» l»» b« «Urm! at ono time • 

bKt) not« ri^rUJu Mr. Krftjjkhn cump to him. with charitahio oxoa with 
i^cirth jinuUiori^ l(v« miuI ciratl. «ubiarriheii for ut Phlladolphla,-- 
Mr. n¥»utttmtn Ptaakhn, miup rc'hduftlc^a over nil the world; who did 
nut nuiih ^iUnitP Ua« iruu Umprrrd (iVnoral with tlio pipeclay hraln,i 
rhrrru|H.a. howif^v^r, HrmUhuk Umk the road ii#<niu ; aprawled and 
t)»r> luuK U«t. to the ti.p; *tttlhe top of the AllcKliHiiicB, 
IMh June;* nud fnrwnrii down upon Fvri ^ roada nearly 

l«tr|H^ndlt ulnr in 0onm pJm r^/ nl the rate of * four miloH* and even of 
'one nule \wf iU)/ Mmh wiuid nil nhout. - and the *100 ludiauH to 
rear, \u » dr^pi«M and dis},“ut»led rcnuHilon, inutead of being vanwurd 
ke^pptn*; their l^righte^t oultonk 

July lull. Hfnddmk the Moiujuj^nhola without hindnmeo. 

July 0th, wnst within imt miWn of hhrt IhtqumKs; plodding along; 
umulnn^ through « w^ud. whi'ti, Anihn^^rndo of Kronrh and Imllann 
t.iira out nn hnu, I i nodi with drfrino^ in front and htoro of mmattod 
hulmtui on euu h flnnl, wht< at fUii'u hhiw him to doNtrurtioji, (um and 
hi« Kut^^fpriJ^tt lH*ih Ilia mrn beha\ed very ill ; HmiHlljlo porhapa that 
they wetu »u»i Ird Muy wpU. U pdnr&dny Ulh July ITfif), about three 
in the fttUnuH.:! Hia two regiineuu ono volley and no more; 
ultrrly i*^fror ^Utuk h) tho iiuvplly, Uy tlio fnlHguidancOj m at Prowton- 
}wntt ln'forr* , ©hot, it wn^ whi©pi^«ed, several of their own OllicorH, wlio 
wrro ?«inoualy rallying lliriii with wt»rd an/| aword ; of tho aixty Odicura, 
uul> hv0 wrf0 ijot killiMl or wouudod. Mrave tnuii clad in Holdier'a 
utiihum. Ultima »»( mtliUry ( hftiw, and tnirnoulouH NoHclonoe, in them- 
tu)lu>«i nml in oUmra i ah tlmre ho a more dUtrcHKing Hpoctaclo? 
tniAginary worke*© ftf» all iragii al. In tliia world ; and come to a bad 
rod, »*Hui0r or limy nr their rejneHmitnlivea hero : hut the 

iiuagihary Holdi^f Im i© |vttld hU wagM* (hn and bin ])o(»r Nation are) 
iifi l)m vpry nail ' 

Mradtlmk, r<flu«ing to f«U h«* k «« advlwml, had dvo lioraoH whot under 
ttinv . wa4i htm©rl{ ftlmt. iti tho arm. in thn broiint ; waa carried o/T the 
imhl Mx a dri%?h ©lupof. forward ail that niglifc, next day and next 
(to Kofi ( 'umt^rfUnd. «^0%«*nly nillr© to rear) ; ■ and on the fourth day 
diftil. d im t ohmieil Militias had ©luiul thuir griiuml, (.'olonel Wanhlngton 
miw uf »om0 rtg«»n . who w^ro ranknd well to rearward; and able 
t4i r0friv0 thr «iuh»&/»d0 m an open llghh Stooil atrlving, for about 
ihr^ep hnufa, And would hat a »<ave«d fho retreat ; had thero boon a 
fHrrat. iiuta^d of a paiilr ffuit. tci aava, 'I’bd poor (Jenoral,— obbhig 
hmiiwwanU, ha and hie KnterprUe. hour after hour,— roUHcd hlmHol/ 
twire only, f»«r a nuunrnt, from h(a dealte Htupor j once, the firnt night, 

* ki* Atu/s j xxv. 378. 
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to ejaculate mournfully, would have thought it!* And again 

once, he was heard to say, days after, in a tone of hope, 'Another time 
we will do better ! * which were his last words,' Meath following in a few 
minutes/ Weary, heavy-laden soul; deep Sleep now descending on it, 
— soft sweet cataracts of Sleep and Rest; suggesting hope, and triumph 
over sorrow, after all : — ' Another time we will do better ; ' and in few 
minutes was dead ! ^ 

The Colonial Populations, who had been thinking of 
Triumphal Arches for Brad dock’s return, are struck to the 
nadir by this news, French and Indians break over the 
Mountains, harrying, burning, scalping ; the Back Settlers 
fly inward, with horror and despair : ‘ And the Home Govern- 
ment, too, can prove a broken reed ? What is to become 
of us ; whose is America to be ? ’ — And in fact, under such 
guidance from Home Governments and Colonial, there is no 
saying how the matter might have gone. To men of good 
judgment, and watching on the spot, it was, for years coming, 
an ominous dubiety, — the chances rather for the French, 
* who understand war, and are all under one head/ ^ Bufc 
there happens to be in England a Mr. Pitt, with royal eyes 
more and more indignantly set on this Business ; and in the 
womb of Time there lie combinations and conjunctures. If 
the Heavens have so decreed ! — 

The English had, before this, despatched their Admiral 
Boscawen, to watch certain War-ships, which they had heard 
the French were fitting-out for America ; and to intercept 
the same, by capture if not otherwise. Boscawen is on the 
outlook, accordingly ; descries a French fleet. Coast of New- 
foundland, first days of June ; loses it again in the fogs of 

^ Manuscript Journal of General Braddocffs Expedition in 1755 (British 
Museum: King’s Library, 271 King’s MSS. 212) j raw-material, this, of the 
Official Account Gazette^ August 26th, 1755), where it is faithfully 

enough abridged. Will perhaps be printed by some inquiring Pittsburgher^ one 
day, after good study on the ground itself? It was not till 1758 that the bones 
of the slain were got buried, and the infant Pittsburg (now so busy and smoky) 

f r\ 


tilt' (.iiltMmtuli imt .hme 9tli (a month before that 
of Ihiitlilofk), foim- ii|) 'rwo Ffigataa of it, aiul, after 

dhort hrtmtlHitlitij^, itowl*' {tn/fH of And now, on this 

lirmitltH'k l)i<«i.Htrr, tndi'N tvonl, ‘'I'o .seize and detain all 
I'VeiH'li ShijiH wlmlMH’M-r, till HaliNfaelion were had.’ And 
Itcftnr the end of Diis Year, iilHint ‘ HOC Kreueh ships (value] 
miy, 700,000/,’) vti-n- hei/c-d m'eordinjLrly, where .seizable on 
(heir watery ways. Whieh the hn-neli ’(‘our own amduct in 
Aiiieriea heiu)' w umieiiinhly proper') charaetciised as utter 
piriiey and rohherv ; and getting no redre.ss upon it, by 
deniiiml in lliat style, had |o take «<, as no better than 
meaning Open War Deelaivd.’ 


(MI .\ C'l’ K R XV 

A.N’TM'llf.sSlAN \VAH'.'^Y^U‘'rt)^^.H ; f'lllKDllICH VISIBLE 
Vmi A .MOMENT 

'I’lii' niimiug of Akuk'ui, and tho.se fooli.sh Maupertuis- 
Vollaire Duelling'' (hy syringe and pistol) had by no means 
heeii luiedrieh's one eoiieern, al, the time Voltaire went off. 
I’n-eisely in those .same uitmlhs, ('arnivul 17/52-1753, King 
l''rie(irieli had, in a profoundly private manner, come upon 
eertain exteiisise Anti I’nissian vSymptoms, Austrian, Russian, 
.Saxon, of a most d/mgiTon.s, nlxsl rn.se, but at length indubit- 
ahle sort; and is, ever sinee, jtruseeuUng his iuvc.stigation of 
them, as a thing of life and death to him ! Symptoms that 
there may well he a 7'/ilnl Silesian War ripening forward, 
iio'vitidde, aii<l of weigh! ier and tiereer (juality than ever. 
So the Symj)tom« imlieale. to I’ldedrich, with a fatally in- 
eixsising clearness. And, of late, he has to reflect withal ; 

' I'rtos, I)nrml«-t 41-.1, I7SS, Miiiislcr KmlilliCM Ucmonslrance, with menace 
'Ml//,, •: Jammiy ijili, 175 <». •‘scercUry Eox’a reply, ' Will thtn, 

A'lt/' htit 1,11,1 lal ' I irclaraOiiM of War ' followed I on the Isnglish part, 17th 
May lyV*' ; ’'111' I'liiri’ "II die Krench part. 
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‘ If thewse French-English troubles bring War, our Symptoms 
will be ripe ! ' As, in fact, they proved to be. 

King Friedrich's investigations and decisions on this matter 
will be touched upon, farther on : but readers can take, in 
the mean time, the following small Documentary Piece as 
Note of Preparation. The Facts shadowed forth are of these 
Years now current (1752-1755), though this judicial De- 
]3osition to the Facts is of ulterior date (1757). 

Jn the course of 1756, as will well appear farther oa, it became 
manifest to the Saxon Court and to all the world that aomobody had 
been playing traitor in the Dresden Archives. Somebody, especially 
in the Foreign De])artmont ; copying furtively, and imparting to Prussia, 
Despatches of the most secret, tli rice-secret and thrioe-daiigeroiis nature, 
whicli lie reposited there ! Who can have done it? Guesses, researches, 
were many : at length suspicion fell on oneMenzel, a Kfinxe.llist (Govern- 
ment Clerk), of good social repute, and superior ollicial ability ; who 
is not himself in tlie Foreign Department at all ; but whose way of 
living, or the like sign, had perhaps seemed questionable. In l7o7, 
Menzel, and the Saxon Court and its businesses, wore all at Warsaw ; 
Menzel dreaming of no disturbance, but prosecuting his affairs as formerly, 
wlien, one day, September 24th (the slot-hounds, long scenting and 
tracking, being now at the mark), Mcnzol and an Associate of liis were 
suddenly arrested. Confronted with their crimes, with the proofs in 
readiness ; and next day, — made a clear Confession, iindiiig the matter 
desperate otherwise, Cojiy of which, in Notarial form, exact and iiulis- 
putablo, the reader shall now see. As this story, of Fz*iodrich and the 
Saxon Archives, was very famous in the world, and mytliic circum- 
stances are prevalent, let us glance into it with our own eyes, since 
there is opportunity in brief compass. 


^ Eootractm 'Protocollonmi %n Inqnmtmis-Saclien^ — that is to 
say, Ecctract of Protocols in Inquest ‘ contra Fiukdiitcu 
Wilhelm Men/.icl and Johai^h Benjamin EiU''uiiTir 

^ At Warsaw, 2bih Septmher 1757 : This day, in the King’s Name, in 
presence of Legationsrath von Saul, Hofratli Ferbers and Kriegsrath von 
Gotzo the Undersigned : Examination of the Kabinots-Kanzellist Menzel, 
arrested yesterday, and now brought from his place of arrest to the 
Royal Palace ; — who, admonitus de, dicenda veritatBf made answers, to the 
effect following : 
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Mfis u«tm< U -r,...l,i. j, Wilholm Meii/.l ; ago thh-ty-oisht j io a son 
at till- lata Itoliuth anil I’nvy iororoudary Monzol, wlio foi-niorly was in 
lhi> KImk-h srrvU-o. a.i.l dicl a low ycara Imok, Ilns been soventeeii 
yoHi'K Kau/..'lli»l nt tlio (Irhnmf CtihinMmutnxki (Socrot Archive)- had 
Irtkou tlio nadi u)mmi 1h‘ ontored (ui liin offico. ^ 


'ArKnoolo.lKr. M.ino .Slips of Paper {7Md), now hIiowu to him, to be 
hiH baiidwritiiiK : they ooiilaiiiod newa inlondod to Im communicated to 
Iho PriiHslaii Sccrolary lloiioit, now rosiding boro,’ at 7)resden formerly. 

'(•»i)n".si>s llinl, lie liMM employed, hero tw well tin provioimly in Dresden 
his Hriillier ill law, Ilia Joiirneyumn goldsmith Krfiirth (who was like- 
wise nni'sl.'ii yesterday), to convey to tho Pnissinn Socretarios, Pless- 
mmni and lieindt, huoU plecos imd doHimtches from tho Secret Cabinet, 
espeeinlly the Foreign department, ns ho, Monsol, wanted to communi- 
nilr to Knl<l lVuM*tioj» Moorotnriow, 


*( otiioHHPM linviiiK nuudv^ii^ l^y <lcKrooHj hIiuio tho year 17^2, from the 
PniMHiim MinUlor (Km^o/zr) von MiiUlxfilui, and tho Secretaries riossmaun 
and lUmoil, for Huch cununuiucaliouH; the Hunj of 3000 tlmlors (450/.) 
in all. 


* W'aH lc<l Into thuKo traaHOimlplc praoticoH by the following ciroum- 
Rlnnve: Ho nwocl at Umt time 100 thalera on a PromUaory Note, to a 
rnrlnin lUteuiU, wlio then lived QMl ftiok avf) at Dresden, and who 
prchHod Iviin mucli tor payment, Ah ho ploiidod iuahility to pay, lllienitz 
iiinled tlnit he could put Jiim Into tho ^ray of getting money; and 
ftcniniitigly, at hint, look him to the then PruKsian Secretary Heclit, 
lit hrowdon; by whom Im wuh ut once carried to the Prussian Minister 
vou Malilwihu ; who gave him 100 thalers (13/.), with the request to 
rmnmunlciile U» him, now anil then, news from the Archive of the 


(uhhmfc. Kor a huigDi of lime Prisoner could not accomplish this ; as 
the said Von .Mali 1 /.ah u wauled Pieces from tho Poroign OiTico, and 
rsperiully llm ( ‘oriospoiultuu'e with llie two fruperial Courts of Austria 
:md lliiHHia, Tluam jmpers were locked in jiressos, which Prisoner could 


not got nt ; mon'ovor, the ( murt had, in the mean time, gone to Warsaw', 
PriHonor reuiainlug nt DroNdmu In that way, many months passed 
wiiliout IiIh being able to cominnnicato anything; till, at last, about 
Dvremlier 1732, Uie Secretary PlcHHiunun gave him a whole bunch of 
UeyM, whirli were said in he houL by Privy-counsellor Eichel of Potsdam* 
(whom wo know), ' to try wliotlior any of them would unlock the presses 
or tbo I'ondgn I)(^|iarlruent♦ Put none of thorn would; and Prisoner 
returned the kisyn ; puinUng out, however, wliat alterations were 
required to fit the keyhole. 

*And, aimut three weelcH after this, Plossmaun provided Prisoner 
willi annilu'r net of koyn ] among which one did unlock said presses. 
With Ihin key ikdHonor now ropoatodly opened the presses, and pro- 
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vided Plessmana, whenever required, — oftenesb, with Petersburg* 
Despatches, Had also, three years ago (1754)» here in Warsaw, com- 
municated Vienna Despatches, three or four times, to Benoit ; especially 
on Sundays and Thursdays, whicli were slack days, nobody in the Office 
about noon. 

'The actual first of these Communications did not take place till after 
Easter-Fair, 1763 ; Prisoner not having, till said Fair, received the 
second bunch of keys from Plessmann. Now and then he had to com- 
municate French Despatches, "Wlienever he gave original Despatches, 
he received them back shortly after, and replaced them in the presses. 
During this present stay of the Court at Warsaw, has communicated 
little to Benoit except from the Circular's* (Legation News-Letters), ^when 
he found anything noteworthy in them j also, now and then, the 
Ponikau Despatches* (Ponikau being at the Reich’s Diet, in circum- 
stances interesting to us). ' Has received, one time and another, several 
100 thalers from Benoit, since the Court came hither last.’ — (And so 
exit MenzeL) 

‘Hereupon the Second Prisoner was brought in; — who deposed as 
follows : 

‘He is named Joliann Benjamin Erfurth ; a goldsmith by trade ; ago 
thirty-two ; the Prisoner MenzePs Brother-in-law. 

‘ Confesses that Menzel had made use of him, at Dresden, during one 
year, to deliver, several times, sealed papers to the Prussian Secretary 
Plessmann, or rather mostly to Plessmann’ s servant, Also that, here in 
Warsaw, he 1ms Imd to carry Despatches to Benoit, and to deliver them 
into his own hands. Latterly he has delivered the Despatches to certain 
Prussian peasants, who stopped at Benoit's, and who always relieved each 
other ; and every time, the one who went away directed Prisoner, in turn, 
to him that arrived. 

‘He received from Menzel, yesterday towards noon, a small sealed 
packet, which he was to convey to the Prussian peasant who had made 
an appointment with him at the Prussian Office {Nof) here. But as he 
was going to take it, and had just got outside of the Palace Court, a 
corporal took hold of him and arrested him. Confesses having concealed 
the parcel in his trousors-pocket, and to have denied that he had any- 
thing upon him.’ * * ^ Aelumut supra * 

Signed ‘ Gotzb ’ (with titles). 

‘ Next day, September 26th, Menzel reexamined ; answers in effect 
following : 

‘ Plessmann never himself came into the Archive Office at Dresden j 
except the one time* (a time that will be notable to us )) ‘when the 



.xY.j vvAU-SYMrrOMS 40;> 

'7M '7Ml , , 

liruNHiutiH wmii Ult'rfl U) tnko mvny iho Piipoia by force ; then Plessmann 
wttB with tbrm.'' «uil >va will rcinoinlior the i;ive\imHtauce. 

' lb-fora l.-avl..K nrcMlou for I'okn.l, lost Year (17fi(i), lie, Mouzel, had 
n-mnu-.l the h.i (1 key to I'liwimuinn ; who gave him otbors for use here 
After )u» »rrivBl brio, l.o rcturm-il llioso keys to iJoiioit, in the presence 
of Kif.uth i KttyliiK, they ^^erl^ of no uho lo him, and tliat he could not 
gcliiltlio i)i>i|uit.-lio« hor(', Prlsonor fiirtlior doolarea, that it was the 
MinlHtcr von Malilialin who, of Ilia own accord, and (juito at the begin- 
rtiiig, mtwic tlia iiro|K(Hi<l coitconiiiiK tho keys; and when I'lesamanu 
l.rmtKhl llm keys, he said oxiircHaly tiiey wore for the Minister, along 
willi iifty thttloni, which lie, Mongol, received at tho same time. Actum 
ut xupni/ Sigimd w* bDforo,* 

Wo i-milii Kivo Komo of tho stolen Pieces, too ; but they 
(ire of tilistnise tenor, and would be mere enigmas to readers 
lieie. Pmnigh tlial Friodricdi nnder.stand 3 them. To 
I'riedrieh’a iiileii.K! am! long-oontimied scrutiny, they indicate, 
wlmt is next lo ineredihle, hut is at length fatally undeniable, 
'I'liiU; the old winch we called o/' Warmzv, ‘ Treaty 

for I’aviitimiiiig PniHsia,’ is .still (in spite of all subsequent 
and svqteriiu’umhent 'Preaties to the contrary) vigorously 
alive niuiergi'ound ; tliat Saxon llriihl and her Hungarian 
Majesty, lo whom i.s now added Czarish Majesty, are fixed as 
ever on euttiiig-down Uiis adlictive, too aspiring King of 
Prussia to the size of a Brandenburg Elector; busy (in these 
Menzel Doeitineiils) eousidei'ing how it may he done, especially 
how the iH-iir-skin nmy he nhmrd ; — and that, in short, there 
lies aiieiul, inevitable seemingly, and not far off, a Third 
Sile.sian War. 

Wndeh jnmetually came true. The 'i'hird Silesian War , — 
since called Seven- Years lYaz', that proving to be the length 
of it,~ i.s now near. Breaks out, has to break out, August 
17fi0. 'I'lie heaviest and direst Struggle Eriedrich ever had ; 
till! greulesL of all his Pn)we.sHe.s, Achievements and Endur- 
miees in this world. Ami, on the whole, the last that was 
very great, or that is likely to he memorable with Posterity. 


' IltUtn iliuhitM*, v. G77 (m neyla/^e or Appendix to the Kur-Sachsen 'Pro- 
li. Ueorensburcr. '^istTanuary 1758). 
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Upon w'hich, accordingly, we must try our utmost to leave 
some not untrue notion in this place : aud that once done — 
Courage, reader ! 


Friedrich is visible^ in Holland^ to the naked Eye^fir some 
Mimdes (June 23d, 1755) 

In 1755 it was that Voltaire wrote, not the first Letter, 
but the first very notable one, to his Boyal Friend, after their 
great quarrel : ^ seductively repentant, and oh, so true, so 
tender ; — Royal Friend still obstinate, who answers nothing, 
or answers only through De Prades ; ‘ Yes, yes, we ai'e 
aware ! ’ And it was in the same Year that Friedrich first 
saw D’Alembert, — Voltaire’s successor, in a sense. And 
farther on (1st November 1765), that the Earthquake of 
Lisbon went, horribly crashing, through the thoughts of all 
mortals, — thoughts of King Friedrich, among others ; whose 
reflections on it, I apprehend, are stingy, snarlingly con- 
temptuous, rather than valiant and pious, and need not detain 
us here. One thing only we ivill mention, for an accidental 
reason : That Friedrich, this Year, made a short run to 
Holland, — and that actual momentary sight of him happens 
thereby to be still possible. 

In Summer 1765, after tlio West-Country Reviews, and a short Journey 
into Ost-Friesiandj whence to Wesel on the Rhine, — whither Friedrich 
had invited D’Alembert to meet him, whom he finds * un tvh-aimahle 
gargoiif likely for the task in hand, — Friedrich decided on a run into 
Holland : strictly incognito, accompanied only by Balbi (Engineer, a 
Genoese) and one page. Bade his D’Alembert adieu; and left Wesel 
thitherward June 19th. ^ At Amsterdam he viewed the Bramkamp 
Picture-Gallery, the illustrious Couiitryhouse of Jew Pinto at Tulpenhurg 
(Tulip-Borough!) * * saw nothing but whim-whams (colijichets),* 
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saya lio ; ‘ 1 f^nvo myself out for a Musician of the King of Poland •' 
wore a black wig moreover, 'and was nowhere known ‘—and, for finis 
got into the (sommon Passage-Boat (Trelcschuit, no. doubt) for Utrecht' 
that he might see the other fine Countryhouses along the Vechte. Fine 
enough Countryhouses,— not mud and sedges the main thing, as idle 
readers think. To Arnhoim up the Vechte in this manner; Wesel and 
Iu9 own Country just at hand again. 

Now it happened tlmt a young Swiss,— poor enough in purse, but not 
witliout talent and eyesight, assistant Teacher in some Boarding-school 
tliorenbouts ; name of him De Catt, age twenty-seven, ^ born at Merges 
near Geneva, 1728, —had got holiday, or had got errand, poor good soul ; 
had decided, on this same day (2Sd June 1765), to go to Utrecht, and so 
stopt into the very boat where Friedrich was. He himself (in a Letter 
written long after to Editor Laveaua^) shall tell us the rest; 

^ As I couldn't get into the Eoqf (cabin) because it was all engaged, 1 
stayed with the other passengers in the Steerage (daiis la barque metne), 
tmd the weather being fine, came up on deck. After some time, there 
stopt out of the Cabin a man in cinnamon-coloured coat with gold button- 
kolas; in black wig; face and coat considerably dusted with Spanish 
HUuff. He looked fixedly at me, for a while; aud then said, without 
farther proface, Who ax*e you. Monsieur?" This cavalier tone from an 
unknown person, whose exterior indicated nothing very important, did 
not please me ; and I declined satisfying his curiosity. He was silent But, 
some time after, he took a more courteous tone, and said : Come in 
hero to me, Monsieur ! You will be better here than in the Steerage, 
amid the tobacco-smoke." This polite address put an end to all anger ; 
and as the singular maimer of the man excited my curiosity, I took 
advantage of his invitation. We sat down, and began to speak confi- 
dentially witli one another. 

you see the man in the garden yonder, sitting smoking his 
pipe?" said he to me: '^That man, you may depend upon it, is not 
happy,'**— I know not," answered I ; ^^but it seems to me, until one 
knows a man, aud is completely acquainted with bis situation and his 
way of thought, one cannot possibly determine whether he is happy or 
unhappy." 

^M^y gentleman admitted this' (very good-natured!); ^aiid led the 
conversation on the Dutch Government. He criticised it, probabh to 
bring me to speak. I did speak ; and gave him frankly to know that he 
was not perfectly instructed in the thing he was criticising, You are 
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right>'^ anawored ho; ^^ouo can only critlcleo wlmt ono ia thoroughly 
acquainted with/* — Ho now began to speak of Religion ; and with 
eloquent tongue to recount what inisohiof Scholastic Philosophy had 
brought xipou the w'orld ; thou tried to prove ^^Tliut Ooatiou was 
impoasiblo/* At this last point I stood out in opposition. ''But how 
can one create Something out of Nothing?*' said he. "That Is not the 
(luostion/* nnaworod I ; "the question is, Whether such a Being aa God 
can or cannot give existence to what has yet none." He Hooinod 
embarrassed, and added, 'Mhit the Uni verso isotoriial/' — "You are in a 
circle/* said I ; "how will you got out of it? " I skip over it/’ said ho, 
laughing ; and then began to speak of other things. 

^^^Wluit form of Government do you reckon the host?" Inquired ho, 
among other things. "The monarchic, if the King la just and 
enlightened." — "Very well," answered ho; "hut whore will you find 
Kings of that sort?" And thereupon went into such a sally upon 
Kings, as could not in the least load mo to the supposition that ho was 
one. In the end he expressed pity for thorn, that they could not know 
the sweets of friendship ; and cited on the occasion those vorsoH (his own, 
I Rupposo) : 

** Aviiti^, plamr da (/vantlvs dvia ; 

Aviilid, qnc tea iio/a, ilhiUres iufjratMt 

Soni (uaez vialheurcnx dc nr cKmnaUrc pita ! 

"I have not the honour to bo acquainted with Kings," said I ; "but to 
judge by wlmt one has road hi History of soveral of them, I should 
believe, Monsieur, that you, on the whole, are right." — " vl/i, om/, gu{, I 
am right ; I know the gentlemen ! ** 

^ Wo now got to speak of Literature. The stranger expressed hlmsolf 
with onthusiastio admiration of Racine. A droll incident liappened 
during our dialogue. My gentleman wanted to let-down a llLtlo sasli- 
window, and couldn’t manage it. "You don't nmlorstand that," said I ; 
"let mo do that." I tried to got it down ; hut succoodod no bettor than 
he. "Monsieur," said he, "allow mo to remark, on my side, that you, 
upon my honour, understand as little of it os I !" — "Tiiat is true ; and 
I beg yoiir pardon ; I was too rash in acensingyon of want of oxpertnosH,*' 
— "Wore you over in Germany?" ho now asked mo. "No; hut I 
should like to make that journey : I am very curious to see the Prussian 
States, nud their King, of whom one hoars ho mucli." And now I began 
to launch-out on Friedrich’s actions; hut lie interrupted mo rapidly 

ti/Uli 4-lin vi/rtv/lfi * Nlnhlutui* nini*n /ttiu.Aiiv* I XUltt.l Itnt.A u... t-.. 


thnii (JoojI. I nunntuuuni tlm contrary; luvd thin dispute brought ur to 
Ihu end of (Uir voyogo. 

M)n tmiUiiiK luo, ho nultl, I hopo, MouHiour, you will leave mo your 
iinmo : 1 m\ very ghul t« have juado yo\ir luuiimintanno ; i)orlmj).s wo shall 
«m> one auothor ftKiun/* I ropruul, an vyan lUting, to tho compliment; 
ftiid hogged him to oxt-uMO ino for contrndicliiig him a little, Ascribe 
thh” I cooeluded, *Mo tho ilMjunumr wliloh varioiiB littlo journoys I 
Imd to iimko lu theses daya have givett me." I thou told him my name, 
and wo parted.' ^ lb»rtod to meet again ; and live togotlior for about 
twenty yearn. 

Of IhiH lujmvst: Henri ile (’all:, whom the King liked on this 
Intervii'w, iind .H(*nt lor soon after, anti nt length got as 
< /Avtnir dti JMy we shall hear again,^ He did, from 1767 
onwards, wlial I)e Praties now does with more of noise, the 
old D'Argol finmlionH; faithfully and well, for above twenty 
years; left a Noltj-Hook (not very Bovswellian) about the 
ICitig, whirli is latterly in the Royal Archives at Berlin ; and 
wliiidi might without hann, or oven with advantage, be 
printed, bid: has nt*v(‘r yet: been. A very harmless He Catt. 
And we are Hurely obliged to him for this view of the 
'IVavelling (ientleman ‘ with tl)e cinnamon-coloured coat, 
snudV Hose find black wig,^ and Ins nianucr of talking on light 
external subjects, wliile tho inner man of him has weights 
enougli pre.Hsing on it. Ago still under (Ive-and-forty, but 
looks olii for his Years. 

slune liM, 1755 ' : it is in the very days while poor Brad- 
dork is Htagg(‘niig down the Alleglmnies ; Braddock fairly 
over Ihe top; -and the Rates waiting him, at a Fortnight’s 
(lisinniM*. h'ar away, on the other side of the World. But it 
ih notable etioiigh how Pitt is watching the thing; and will 
at length get luuul laid on it, and get the kingship over it for 

‘ Luvruux, l/iuoirs iU FrMuc (ad edition, Strasbourg, 1789, and blown now 
into xf.v volt uuitcftd of four ; dead all, except this fraction), vL 365. Seyfarth, 
ii. 3 pj, is rigbl J 170, wrong, and has led others wrong. 

» ‘‘Scplemiicr ^ent (or (but Dc Catt was ill and couldn t)j * December 

1757’ got (Ui»dndK;cl<, i. 385). 
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above four years. Whereby the Jrnk}7i.s\s-Enr Qiic^s'tion will 
again, lliis time on better terms, coalesce with [h<:t Silman, or 
Pariition-of-Pruma Question ; and both those long Contro- 
versies get de/ini tely closed, us the MLenuil JJecrees had seen 
good. 
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